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community have obtained cures by rest and
long confinement, whilst the laborious poor
and the aged have almost always been unable
to attain by any mcans, a restoration of that
_health which 1s so peculiarly dear and valoa-

ble to them.

The defenders of our country from the
inevitable accidents attendant . upon the
discharge of their duties, are pariiﬁuiar!y
liable to this disease ; and it is observed by
-Mr. Home in his valuable treatise thereon,
that, *“ when we consider the number of
reeruits who are rejected, and the number
of well disciplined men who are discharged
from the army on account of ulcers on the

legs, it must appear to be one of the most

important
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important duties of every military Surgeon,
tokpa}f particular attention to a complaint
which renders so many men unfit to perform
the duties of soldiers.” And again, * that
it not only brings distress upon the indivi-
duals, but deprives the publick service of a
greater number of men than the country in

time of war is able to afford.”

The naval service has perhaps suffered
still more, as those employed in it are not
only liable in common with other men to
accidents which happen to the 'legs, but are
also rendered worse subjefts for the disease
when it occurs by the inclemency of tropical
climates to which they are occasionally

exposed.
In
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In the West-India Islands the disease
happens so frequently from the bites of
inse@s and other slight causes in the crop
season, and proves so very unmanageable as
to occasion as much or more real distress to
the Africans, and sometimes to the natives,
than many of the endemial diseases found in

those pestilential regions.

It appears also certain that as no condition
of life or varicty of situation affords a secure
exemption from its occurrence, so also that
the remedies hitherto discovered have been
found not only tedious, troublesome and
uncertain, but have generally failed to
accomplish lasting cures. The following
pages will point out a new one, so simple,

s0
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so easy of application, and so certainly
useful, that I have no hesitation in saying if
any can deserve the appellation of a speci-
fick, this does in an eminent .dcgrc{:; as
it easily accomplishes the cureiof a disease
which by the frequency of its occurrence,
annually deprives every large country of
the labour of thousands of its inhabitants,

and those of most of the comforts of their

lives.

As the opinions I now entertain concerning
the caufes of fome of the advantages 'derived
from this method of treatment vary a little
from thofe adopted -when my opportu-
nities of observing its effets were more

limited, and as my present sentiments are
deduced
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deduced from aftual ;:}bsert*atiolis, which rre-
ceive considerable support from the remarksof
ingenious men who have considered the same
subje€t, I hope it will be found that the
difficulty of explaining effe@ls which de-
pcnd. upon some of the laws of animal
life is considerably ‘diminished, if not en-
tirely done away. I do not however pledge
myself for the infallibility of the reasoning
advanced, being sufficiently gratified by
the opportunity afforded of presenting to
the publick a remedy for a disease which
had been deemed incurable; and which
communications from many parts of the
kingdom prove to have been as successful in
other hands as my own. If T were meré:l_‘,;

to describe the plan of treatment, it would

not
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not be perceived by what gradations the
practice was brought to its present state ;
and some further application of its principles
to other diseases might be overlooked. I
shall therefore give a short account of the
motives which induced me first to adopt it,

and the effeés then observed,

About the commencement of the year
1702, after having experienced repeated
disappointments in my endeavours to obtain
permanent cures for some patients with
whom I had taken more than common pains,
and for whom I had tried rest in an horizon-

tal posture, *exercise, precipitate,t bandages}

# See Bell's Treatise on Ulcers. + Underwood’s
Treatise on Ulcers of the Legs. f Else’s Method of
treating sore Legs.
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and every other remedy I was acquainted
with that authors had recommended, both
alone and conjoined with the most approved
internal medicines, I determined on endea-
wvouring 1o bring the edges of | thofe ulcers
which might in future be placed under my
care, nearer together, by means of flips
of adbefive plafier; having frequently had
occasion to observe that the probability of an
ulcer continuing sound depended much on
the size of the cicatrix which remained after
the cure appeared to be accomplished : and
believing also that the natural shield of the
part, the true skin, afforded a much more
substantial support and defence, as well as a
better covering, than the frail one supplied

by nature in the common methods of cure.

I
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I had also in view to lessen the probability of
ulcers breaking out again, which might be
healed by the means I proposed to make trial
of, as well as an expe&ation of being able,
if the application could be borne by my
patients, to gain some time in the cure.
Though I expeéted to obtain some of these
advantages, I did not venture to hdpt: that a
mere slip of adhesive plaster applied in a
particular way, would prove the easiest, most
efficacious, and most agreeable of all appli-
cations to a wound so proverbially irritable
as an u]cér; much less could T expeét that
it would lead me to the discovery of a method
of curing with ease, disecases which had so
long exercised my patience, and defied my

industry. It had never in that species of

sore,
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sore I believe been tried, therefore it is
not remarkable, though every Surgeon must
acknowledge his obligations to it in recent
wounds, that I then adopted it as a doubtful
remedy. Opportunities to try it were not
long wanting, and although the cases which
first presented were of an unfavourable de-
scription, I had the pleasure to perceive that
it occasioned very litile pain in the applica-
tion, sat easily upﬁn the wounds, gave my
patients great satisfattion, and in every in-
stance materially accelerated the cure. I had
_ alsa the pleasure to observe that the chief
purpose of its application was obtained,
namely, that the size of the cicatrices were
less than they would have been, had the
cures been performed by any of the common

methods.
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methods. My success however did not
seem quite perfect, as T was not able in many
instances to remove the slips of plaster
without displacing some portion of the
adjacent skin, which by occasioning a new,
though very trifling wound, I feared might
prove a disagreeable circumstance in a part
so disposed to inflame and ulcerate, as the
vicinity of an old sore, in a situation so far
removed from the source of circulation. I
therefore endeavoured to obviate that incon-
venicence, in the cases which next presented,
by keeping the plasters and bandages well
moistened with spring water some time
before they were removed from. the limb.
I had the satisfaftion to observe it was
then prevented, and that every succeed-

ing
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ing case justified the confidence I began to
place in the remedy. I discovered also that
moistening the bandages was attended with
other considerable advantages, that my pa-
tients were rendered much more comfortable
in their sensations while the parts were wet
and cool, that the surrounding inflammation
was sooner removed, and that many persons
who could not bear the application of a tight
bandage in a dry state, submitted to it

without inconvenience, or complaint, when

it was kept moist and cool.

All these patients were at first enjoined to
keep the affected part as much at rest as
possible, but as it happened that many of

them were from the nature of their occupa-

tions,



£ 19 )

tions, cbliged to stand and walk a confidera-
ble part of the day, I discovered that their
cures were accomplished in less time than
the cures of those who were confined to their
beds; and that the exercise in no instance
prevented the progression of a cure, but on
the contrary, that the plan as accompanied
with exercise, reduced the most copious
_discharges in a few days, to the quantity

afforded by healthy sores ; and in the same

space of time restored the foulest and most -

fetid ulcers to a healthy and healing con-
dition. _ It also appeared that the dist.ress was
in cvery instance diminished, having been
often told at the second, and sometimes at the
first dressing, they had experienced more
ease 1n that short period, than had been

known
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known in many preceding months. I now
speak of those found in the worst situations,
whom I took under my care to put the plan to
the severest trials. Its success even in those
instances was so uniform, that I can safely
assert there will in future be found a very small
proportion of ulcers unconnefted with mor-
bid poisons, diseased bones, or eonstitutional
affe&tions, as syphil'is, carieé, scrol:;hu]a, &ec.
which may not be cured in a shorter space
of time than will readily be believed, without
much pain or any confinement, if it be
pursued with steadiness and the requisite
care. It has been already remarked that
the discharge will be lessened, the offensive
smell removed, and the pain abated in a
very short time ; these advantages though so

great,
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great, are not all which belong to this simple
innovation ; the callous edges will in a few
days be levelled with the surface of the sore,
the growth of fungus prevented, and conse-
quently, the necessity for painful escharotics
much diminished ; whilst the condition of
the disease will be so speedily improved,
as to entirely prevent those constitutional
effeéts which in large ulcers often occasion
an increase of misery, and sometimes end in
death. The progression of the cure will also
be uniform, and those who adopt the plan,
will not again find the labour of months de-
stroyed by a new action of the sore in a few
days, as it always happens that the advantages
gained are preserved till a cure is compleated.
The probability of a relapse is likewise greatly

B diminished
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diminished in cvery variety of the disease ; as
where granulations are required to supply
deficiences and form skin, they will be smaller,
and endued with greater power to sustain the
future aclions of the parts, and the new skin
will remain free from scabs or scales, and re-
semble in ifs appearance and properties the ori-
ginal covering; whilst the cicatrix, whereulcers
are situated upon yielding parts, will be so
small (if care be taken to bring the retracted
skin nearer together at each time of dressing)
that there will be little risque of its again
giving way. These advantages are obtained
with little trouble, and without that confine-
ment which under former methods injured
the patient’s health, at the same time that it

deprived him of the opportunity of providing

for himself or his family.
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I shall now endeavour to describe the
means whereby these advantages are obtained;
and as it will be perceived that there 1s little
more in the materials recommended than
Surgeons have been long in the habit of using,
it must also be perceived that the difference
in the effeds are to be ascribed to the man-
ner in which those materials are applied.
Success therefore depending upon the mode
of their application, I shall be more particular
in my description of # than perhaps may to
many appear necessary ; but being convinced
that almost every thing which can be desired
may be obtained in such cases if the princi-
ples are kept in view, and a proper application
of the means persevered in, I hope by the
fulnefs of my description to spare those who

adopt
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adopt the plan, the inconveniences and
disappointments which may be experienced

if the steadiest attention does mnot direct its

application.

The parts should be first cleared of the

hair sometimes found in considerable quan-
tities upon the legs, by means of a razor, that
none of the discharges by being retained may
become acrid and inflame the skin, and that
the dressings may be removed with ease at
each time of their renewal, which in some
cases where the discharges are very profuse,
and the ulcers very irritable, may perhaps be
necessary twice in the twenty-four hours,
but which I have in every instance been only
under the necessity of performing once in

that space of time,
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The plaster should be prepared by slowly
melting in an iron ladle a sufficient quantity
of Litharge plaster or Diachylon, which if
too brittle when cold to adhere, may be ren-
dered adhesive by melting half a drachm of
resin with every ounce of the plaster, when
melted it should be stirred till it begins to
cool, and then spread thinly upon slips of
smooth porous calico of a convenient length
and breadth, by sweeping it quickly from
the end held by the left hand of the person
who spreads it, to the other held firmly by
another person, with the commoﬁ elastic
spatula used by Apothecaries; the uneven
edges must be taken off, and the pieces
cut iﬁta slips about two inches in breadth, and

falength that will after being passed round

the
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the limb, leave an end of about four or five
inches. The middle of the piece so pre-
pared, is to be applied to the sound part
of the limb opposite to the inferior part of the
ulcer, so that the lower edge of the plaster
may be placed about an inch below the lower
edge of the .sore, and the ends drawn
over the ulcer with as much gradual exten-
sion as the patient can well bear, other slips
are to be secured in the same way, each
above and in conta& with the other, until
the whole surface of the sore and the limb
are compleatly covered, at lecast one inch
below, and two or threc above the discased

part.

The whole of the leg should then be
equally
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equally defended with pieces of soft calico
three or four times doubled, and a bandage
of the same about three inches in breadth,
and four or five yards iﬁ length, or rather as
much as will be sufficient to support the
limb from the toes to the knee, should be
applied as smoothly as can be possibly per-
formed by the Surgeon, and with as much
firmness as can be borne by the patient,
being passed first round the leg at the ankle
joint, then as many times round the foot as
will cover and support cfcr}.r part of it
except the toes, and afterwards up the
Iimb till it reaches the knee, observing that
each turn of the bandage should have its
lower edge so placed as to be about an inch
above the lower edge of the fold next below.

If
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If the parts be much inflamed or the
discharges very profuse, they. should be
well moistened and kept cool with cold spring
water, poured upon them as often as
the heat may indicate to be necessary, or
perhaps at least, once every hour. The pa-
tient may take what exercise he pleases, and
it will be :Llwa};s found that an alleviation of
his pain, and the promotion of his cure, will
follow as its consequence, though under
other modes of treating the disease it aggra-
vates the pain, and prevents the cure.

These means when it can be made con-
venient should be applied soon after rising in
the morning, as the legs of persons affected
with this disease arc then found most free

from
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from tumefaction, and the advantages will
be greater than when they are applied to
limbs in a swollen state. But at whatever
time the applications be made, or in whatever
condition the parts be found, I believe it will
always happen that cures may be obtained
by these means alone, except in one species
of the disease which seldom occurs, but that
will hereafter be described. The first applica-
tion will sometimesoccasion pain, which how-
eversubsides in a shorttime, and is felt less sen-
sibly at every succeeding dressing. The force
with which the ends are drawn over the limb
must then be gradually increased, and when the
parts are restored to their natural state of
ease and sensibility, which will soon happen,
as much may be applied as the calico will

bear,
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bear, or.the Surgeon can cxert ; especially if
the limb be in that enlairged and inocm-
pressible state, which has been denominated
the scorbutick, or if the edges of the wound

be widely separated from each other.

It was observed in the preceding part of
~ this Treatise, that [ feared the cousequence
of breaking the skin in the vicinity of the
sores, later experience has proved such oc-
currences to be of no consequence on any
part except the tendon achilles, those wounds
being always healed again in a few days;
whereas on the tendon, such accidents ocea-
sien more trouble and require sometimes the
care of many weeks. I therefore now make
it a prafltice wherever the case requires con-

siderable
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siderable extension of the skin upon that part
of the limb, especially if the patient be of a
spare habit, to defend the tendon with a
small shred of sof® leather previously to the

application of the adhesive slips.

It may be necessary to add, that cures
will 1;;13 generally obtained without difficulty,
by the mere application of the slips and
bandage, but when the parts are much in-
flamed, the secretions great, or the season
hot, the frequent application of cold water
will be found a valuable auxillary, and may
be always safely had recourse to where the
heat of the parts is greater than is natural,

and the body free from perspiration.

Ii
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it would perhaps have answered most of
the uscful purposes connected with this sub-
je&t, merely to have made the publick ac-
quainted with the method described of curing
this disease ; but the mind of the philosophi-
cal enquirer would not have heen satisfied
with the mere knowledge of the faé&, he would
kave required an explication of the cause,
To gratify such a wish; may now perhaps
prove less difficult than it appeared before we
were in the pussession of the present method
of treatment ; which supplying us with data

enables us to deduce satisfactory conclusions.

Various opinions concerning its mode of
operation have been suggested by different
learned and ingenious men since the publica-

tion
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tion of the former edition of this treatise ; but -
as none have come to my knowledge morc
satisfaCtory than those I have adopted, I shall
attempt to explain them in this place. To
do so even in the limited way I mean to
allow myself, it will be necessary to take a
view of the operations of nature in her en-
deavours to accomplish cures where parts
bave been merely divided. And also where
loss of substance having been experienced, the
edges of the divided parts have been kept
asunder a sufficient Iength of time to occasion
their death from defet of circulation. In the
~ former case, where parts have becn merely
divided, re-union is accomplished either by
the effused fluids acclluiring vascularity, or
(if the parts be brought into contaét) by the

1Nos-
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inosculation of the old vessels. In the latier
instances, that is, where loss of substance
has happened, and where the death of the
edges and surfaces of the divided parts has
occurred ; the first step must be the removal
of those dead parts, which is effe@ed by an
absorption of the extremities of the sound
parts in contaét with them, and perhaps
some portion of those dcaﬂ parts also; this
constitutes the ulcerative process, and is at-
tended with purulent discharge. The living
parts being thus freed from their incumbran-
ces, the next action to be performed is the
“secretion of healthy matter or pus, which is
also a preliminary a&t to the formation of gra-
nulations, and provestheir rudiment, asthe for-

mationof granulationsis theaét which precedes

the
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the process of skinning. These aftions are
gencrally performed without difficulty in a
healthy state of the constitution and of the
parts. But wherethe constitution is so diseased
by a poison as to occasion diseased actions in
the parts, or where the parts themselves have
their healthy actions disturbed by the irri-

tation of foreign bodies, or poisons, the

ulcerative process is continued. In like
manner when ulcers on the legs of the
poor are negleted in their early stages,
the ulcerative process becomes habitual, and
is generally continued to the end of their
lives. The first mis/ake committed by such
persons is their omitting to support the parts
with proper bandages ; the next, the disturb-
ance of the process of granulating, by too

frequently
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_ frequently wiping away the matter designed
to furnish granulations, or the application of
injurious substances in lieu of that mild
material, the consequence of éuch omission,
and 1mproper interference is again the death
of the surfaces of the sores, again the neces-
sity of their removal by absorption, and again
the renewal of that process whercby pus is
furnished for the produdtion of granulations.
This round of actions performed by parts
situated at a distance from the heart, and
destined to return fluids through long tubes
in a dire&tion contrary to their gravity, and
depending perhaps upon the healthy pc;'fbrm-
ance of all their adtions, for the healthy
performance of each individual adtion is
generally attended with inflammation, and

S
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as its consequence, the parts are supplied
with a larger quantity of blood than was fur-
nished in a state of health ; this under the
peculiar circumstances of the arteries, will
occasion a greater deposition of lymph
between the interstices of the muscles, and
the cells of the cellular membrane than is
~ necessary for their lubrication, or than the
_absorbents can carry away, which gradually
increasing, will remove the absorbents from
their vicinity to the arteries, and consequently,
occasion a loss to them of the effect of arterial
impulse, which while the vascular system of
the limb continues in a perfect state, may be
supposed to have considerable effect in pro-
pelling the returning lymph, as the lym-
phatic vessels are plentifully supplied with

C valves
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valves, therefore I conclude that the prin-
cipal difficulty which occurred in the curing
of ulcers, has been occasioned by deficiency
of power in the absorbent vesscls; and it
appears certain that such deficiency of power
is a consequence of that diseased state of the
common integuments of the limb, which
failed to preserve the parts in a natural situa-
tion, and to render them subservient to each
others natural actions. The methods which
have proved most successful in the treatment
of this discase, appear to strengthen this con-
jeéture, as well as the circumstance of cures
having been found difficuit to obtain in
proportion to the length of the continuance

of the complaint, and the consequent disease

of the inveloping membranes. The difficulty

has
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has been always increafed by perpendicular
and other positions unfavourable to the
transmission of fluids ; and those cases
have always proved the most difficult to
cure which have afforded the strongest eyi-
dence of the :;bscnrbent system being in a
diseased and weakened condition, namely,
those attended with an incompressible and
greally thickened state of the limb, in
consequence of interstitial - deposition ;
and those attended with a varicose state of
the veins; whereas, on the contrary, those
have generally proved easiest to cure which
being recent and remaining free from tume-
fadtion bhave afforded a probability of the
healthy state of that system of vessels. If
this theory of the disease and of the effedls

of
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of its remedy be admitted, we shall be ne
longer at a loss to account for the success
which -attends an application of these means 3
whether applied to recent ulcers where parfs
are merely retraéted, and where it is only
necessary to bring them into contaét to obtain
cures by inosculation, which is the most
desirable event, as it saves time and enables
us to arm the part with its original shield ;
or whether loss of substance has been sus-
tained, and the edges and surfaces of the
ulcers have been kept so long asunder as to
occasion their death, and at length the
habitual repetition of the ulcerative process ;
or whether cures have been prevented by the
inactivity of the absorbents, as happens to the
ulcers of aged people attended with thickened
edges.
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In recent ulcers it forms an uniting band-
age, which enables us immediately to ap-
proximate retrafled parts, and affords a
temporary substitute for the healthy integu-
ments, =ot liable to the iﬁcnnvenienees
incident to those when weakened by a long
continued course of disease. When it is
applied so as to afford support to the whole
of the diseased limb, persons may walk great
distances, or even indulge in irregularities
without obstru@ing their.cures, as it subje@s
every part to the effects of the natural allions
of the contiguous parts, and assists essentially
the individual actions of each part concerned
in the business of repair ; and whether slough
is to be removed, pus to be secreted, granu-
lations to be formed, or skin to be re-produ-

ced,
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ced, it happens that each of these aflions
commence and proceed in the natural order
of their succession, whether the disease be
recent, or in that state of habitual ulceration
which has been termed the irritable; or
whether after long continuance, and the ex-
penditure of the powers of the parts, it has
fallen into a state of inadtivity, and acquired
the chara&teristic of deficient absorption the

callous edge.

This theory best explains the principle
upon which the tight bandages of Wiseman
proved useful. It also affords an obvious
demonstration of the manner in which a
horizontal posture, hot fomentations, and
other stimulating applications, produced their

good
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good effeds. 'i'ight bandages resembled in
some respets the method here recommended,
and in proportion to that resemblance proved
more useful than most other remedies; but
it happened that an application of them suffi-
ciently tight to render the vessels subsm-ﬁent
to-each others ations, occasioned more pain
than could be conveniently borne ; at the
same time that the difliculty of retaining
them upon the parts, presented other objec-
tions to their general use; but if those could
have been obviated, it would have been im-
possible to have materially approximafed re-
trafled skin with them. Rest in bed always
impaired the general bealth of the patients
so treated, and cures so accomplished were
scldom permanent. Fomentations were well

adapted
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adapted to excite by the application of heat
in the form of vapour, the action of the lan-
guid absorbents, and to cleanse sores by occa-
sioning in that way a removal of their dead
surfaces; but the aétions which succeeded, so
often furnished indications of debility by the
production of unhealthy granulations, as to
render it doubtful whether in many instan-
ces their good effeéts were not more than
overbalanced by their disadvantages. Preci-
pitate and some other stimulating applica-
tions were also well calculated to excite the
a-é'lions of the absorbents, and were conse-
quently, produétive of excellent eﬂ"c&s; but
although cures were sometimes obtained by
their use, the effets were by no means

certain, nor were the cures often per-

manent,
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From what has been said, may it not be
inferred that the peculiar difficulties hitherto
experienced in the treatment of ulcers of the
legs, have depended chiefly upon a deficiency
of the absorbent powers of the lymphaticks
of those parts in the greater number of such
diseases, especially in that denominated the
scorbutick ; and upon a like deficiency of
the absorbent powers of the veins in that
variety of the disease attended with a varicose
state of those vessels? does it not appear that
the deficiency of power in those vessels has
been occasioned by a weakened Stafﬂ. of the
common 1nteguments ? and is it not proba-
ble that this remedy produces its good effecls,
or the greater number of them, by preventing
n the early stages of ulcers, a greater ﬂepo-

sition
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sition of that mucilaginous fluid which is
constantly supplied to the interstices of the
cellnlar membrane, for the purpose of its
lubrication, than the absorbents can remove ;
and in its latter stageswhen the size of the limb
has been greatly increased by its deposition,
and rendered incompressibly hard by its inspis-
sation, that its good effects may be ascribed to
the pressure which can be in this way so in-
creased without giving pain, as to restore the
parts to their natural situations and dimen-
sions,and renderthemagain subservienttoeach
others aCtions ? That this is very probable, if
not absolutely certain, will be readily allowed
by any person who has attended to its effects
upon the disease eommonly but improperly

termed scorbutick, attended with incompres-

sible
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sible swelling, or to its. effeéts upon exten-
sive burns or scalds before the sloughing is
compleated. In the former case, a limb of
twice the natural dimensions will be reduced
in a few days to the natural size, and in the
latter, those sloughs which would have re-
quired weeks to remove under the common
methods of treatment, will as a consequence
of the encreased absorption of the living parts
in canta& with them, be removed in less
than as many days, the consequences of that
healthy aétion will not end there, the skin-
ning process will immediately commence,
and proceed so rapidly, that very large de-
nuded surfaces will be again covered in a
few days. So remarkable is the occurrence
in such cases, that a gentleman who has

honoured
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honoured me with some observations upon
this pradtice in Dr. Duncan’s periodical
work, has compared it to the process of
chrystalization, and has asserted, that the
progress of the cure may be daily ascertained

by measurement with a rule.

Though so much has been ascribed to the
actions of the absorbents, and though I be-
lieve it must be admitted that in them 1is to
be discovered the foundation of thofe cures,
where it has not been poffible to bring forward
theretracted skin; it must bealsoadmitted, that
the skinning process is materially assisted by
the ¢fforts made to bring forward the retrated
parts, which efforts contract the granulations,
and accomplish the very purposes which, the

accurate observations of Mr. Hunter prove to
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have been designed by nature in her final en-
deavours to compleat the operations she had so

far successfully conducted.*®

If the preceding opinions concerning the
manner of the bpcratinn of this remedy be
admitted, it may be reasonably expeéted that
considerable advantages will attend its appli-
cation to other diseases depending upon a
debilitated state of the absorbent ,vessels of
the extremities ; that such advantages will be
experienced in some instances, my late oppor-
tunities have proved. In fractures it has been

had recourse to when the patients have
firft

* See page 477 of Mr. Hunter's Treatise on the
Blood, &c. '



( 46 )

first risen from bed, and been continued
until the recovery of the strength of the

parts, which happened in a shorter space

of time than I had before observed, and
without the occurrence of those swell-
ings which generally succeed to such inju-
ries and which always protrat the cure.
It has been found singularly useful in
that tedious and troublesome disease the
strained ankle after the removal of inflamma-
tion ; and it seems probable that the good
_effe@s of those plasters denominated strength-
ening, which have been supposed to prove
useful through the qualities of their ingre-
dients, have been serviceable only in propor-
tion to the support afforded to the absorbent
and other returning vessels.

Previously
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Previously to the publication of the former
edition of this work, T had so freely commu-
nicated the account of my success, and the
manner whereby it had been obtained to the
persons whom I supposed would be profited
by the information, that I found myself likely
“to be deprived of the credit of its invention ;
therefore, at the pressing request of a learned
Friend who had lan;g before witnessed its good
effeéts in my praflice, 1 asserted my claim
to the discovery in a pamphlet, produced with
less leisure than would have been required by
many persons accustomed to address the
~publick. It will not therefore appear remarka-
ble, that under such circumstances I should
have considered #// the means whereby 1 had
been so successful, as necessary to the per-

formance
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formance of every cure; my later experience
bhas proved that in some cases a part of those
means and what I had deemed an essential
part may be dispensed with, wnamely, the
application of water; but as in diseases
attended with inflammation or considerable
discharge, which is always accompanied with
the production of much heat, it is highly
advantageous; I shall endeavour to explain
the principle of its adlion and the causes of

its beneficial effe@s.

The very interesting &iﬁﬂﬁ?ﬂl‘}" of the
office of the lungs, as the source of ani-
mal heat ; together with the important fact
ascertained by Mr. .Hunter, that inflamed
parts receive, and transmit more blood

than
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than. similar parts in a healthy state, naturally
lead the mind to the contemplation of a
method of removing the more obvious phe-
nomena of inflammation upon these princi-
ples, and occasion it at the same time to
reje¢t the modes of pradtice which were
grounded upon the opposite doéirine of
spasm as delivered by Dr. Cullen, and
applied to the practice of surgery by Mr. Bell.

Perceiving that every cafe of inflammation
affords an illufiration of the new difﬂﬂvﬁries,
it will appear neceflary to remove the increafed
heat of the parts, and to lessen the diameters,
and diminish the aétions of the diftended
veflels, which latter effect, according to Mr.
Hunter, is occasioned by the application of

n  cold;”
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~ “¢old;” who says in his Treatise on the blood,
that * cold produces the adlion of contraction
in the veficls.” The solutions of lead, when
mixed with water, are inadequate to the iJI‘D-
dudion of such effects, as they occasion the
bandages to become disagreeably hard, and
so impervious as to prevent that transmission
of moisture which is conftantly required to
keep up the process of evaporation, whereby
the removal of morbid heat is principally ac-
complished, and the parts restored to the

healthy equilibrium.

Pure cold water is liable to no such objec-
tions, but will be found adequate to the pro-
du@ion of the defired effect, without indu-
cing that debility in the afions of the vefiels

of
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of divided parts, occasioned by the use of pt:e-
parations of lead, or endangering the general

health by the consequences of its absorption.*®

That water has heretofore obtained and
deserved credit as an application for inflamma-
tory complaints, is rendered certain by the
circumstance of many springs and wells
having in the middle ages of christianity ex-
cited the veneration of the superstitious, and
acquired so high a degree of reputation for
medicinal virtues, as to have obtained the

denomi-

* ¢ The extraét of lezd dissolved in water, when long
applied, has been known to bring on the lead cholic ;
therefore should be used with cantion.”

Sce a Treatise on Ulcers by Everard Home, Esq. p. 78.
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denomination of holy, and been supposed
to have received from tutelary saints, qua-
lities sufficiently salubrious to have enabled
them to accomplish cures for many of the
most 1nveterate diseases : such effeéts are
now perceived to depend upon explicable
causes, therefore the fa& muft be admitted,

though the miracle be rejected.

Inflamed parts receive more blood than
similar parts in a state of health. The blood
1s the vehicle of animal heat ; it receives it
from the atmosphere, combined with oxygen,
through the moist membranous sides of the
vessels of the lungs in the process of respira-
tion. It is disltributcd to the body and limbs by
the arteries, and those parts afford to the ther-

mometer
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mometer the greatest evidence of its existence,
which are in an inflamed state. The tempc-
rature of parts in that state greatly exceeds the
healthy standard, whilst the temperature of
the springs in this country is confiderably be-
low the heat of the human body in a healthy
ftate, the application of water therefore, of the
ordinary temperature of the springs of this
country, orabout 50° and the effect derived
from its converfion into vapour upon inflamed
parts, reduces their temperature ncarly to
the healthy standard, and by the mere re-
moval of fo stimulating a material as heat,
immediately abates pain, and in a great num-
ber of instances occasions aétions fufficiently
healthy to accomplish cures without other
interference. Erisipelas, or inflammation of

the
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the <kin, is cared by the application of alcohol,
as noticed by Dr. Fordyce in his treatise on fe-
ver, merely in consequence of the abstraction-
of heat, and upon the same principles may be
explained numerous cures of ulcers performed
by persons affli¢ted with them since the publi-
cation of the first edition of this treatise, by

the mere application of cold water.

From what has been said, it will appear to
be a remedy of singular utility in almost every
case of local inflammation, and the future
- experience of those who make trial of it will,
I am persuaded, leave them no cause to regret
the negle@l of those non-conduéling sub-
stances improperly denominated cooling  oin#-

ments, or the poisonous preparations of lead.

In
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In tropical climates it will be difficult to
procure it, either from the spriigs or the sea,
of a lower temperature than 77° of Farenheit’s
scale, which, as the heat of the extremities in
the human subjeét is some degrees lower than
that of the trunk, might appear to limit its
good effeds to the inhabitants of the temperate
regions ; but when it is considered that the
extremities in an inflamed state have their
heat considerably increased, particularly in
hot climates, it appears certain that its
good effeéts may be extended to the sufferers
from this disease in the colonies, more espe-
cially as water of any temperature will by the
consequences of evaporation, remove heat.
Since the publication of the former edition of
this work, the ingenious Dr. Currie of Liver-

- pool has handed to the world an account of
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a method whereby he has been enabled for
some years past to cure the Typhus, or com-
mon Fever of this country, a discase which
has too often proved its scourge,—merely by
pouring cold water upon the naked body at
the height of the febrile paroxysm.

To rcaders who have kept pace with the
improvements introduced into the pradlice of
medicine and surgery within the last few years,
it will be unnecessary to make any observa-
tions upon the supposed effe@s of issues as
outlets or drains for morbid humours, the
theories upon which those conje€lures were
founded having been obliged to yield to dis-
coveries which explain more satisfaclorily the
different phenomena observed in most dis-

cases, at the same time that they supply us
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with mnre-ratiﬂnal indications of cure. If,
however, any medical person, either from
respect to opinions formerly delivered, or
observations made in his own pradtice, should
be inclined to continue their use, it may not
be amiss to remark, that the consequences of
- repletion, or of the retention of accustomed
discharges, may be as effeclually prevented
by their insertion upon a superior extremify,
as either of the lower limbs, which for obvious
reasons should not be subjecled to any cause
which may injure the absorbent system of
those parts, or serve as a point from whence
inflammation may extend. On no principle
therefore can I perceive them to be generally
necessary, nor do I believe that practical
observations will occasion their omission to

be regretted. Assupposed drains for morbid
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humours, they must now be acﬁnowledged
improper, as the discharges of wounds are
universally allowed to be composed of the
best part- of the blood, altered Uccasinns;]ly in
its appearance and properties, by the diffe- -

rent actions of the secreting vessels.

As the means of exciting new inflamma-
tion to arrest the progress of diseased actions
in the vessels of parts, they appear to be un-
necessary and improper ; unnecessary'; as the
described methods are milder and more effi-
cient, and improper, as they injure the vas-

cular systems of those parts.

To persons not of the medical profession it
may be only necessary to observe, that this

pradlice
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praice has been unremittingly pursued
nearly seven years, and very mavny long
established diseases speedily cured by it with-
out the occurrence of any one accident, or
the intervention of any inconvenicnce as a
consequence of those cures, though issues
have seldom or never been had recourse to,
unless in compliance with fears and prejudices
which could not be removed, whereas I be-
lieve I have seen numerous instances of their
bad effeéts in the produétion of varicose
veins, and weakness of the absorbent Sjstﬂﬁ,

when had recourse to for the relief of other

diseases.

It now only remains to present the reader
with the detail of a few cafes of the different

kinds
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kinds of vlcers cured by these means, which
affording a faithful picture of the prattice,
may serve to further elucidate it, and will
prove thut its good effedls are as unlimited
as the varietics of the discase, with only the
exception of one species of ulcer, which re-
quires the exhibition of an internal remedy,
and which with its appropriate treatment will

be found subjoined to the other cases.

It was said at the commencement of
this Treatise that the described method
of trecatment had proved suoccessful in
other hands. This has been lcarnt from
every professional gentleman with whom any
correspondence upon the subjeét has been

had, The candour of many whose names

are



( 61)

are well known and deservedly respected,
has enabled me to preéent complete evidence
of its general utility; and I shall subjoin
the communications of a few who reside in

different parts of the kingdom.

To one of those gentlemen I am particularly
indebted, not only furp]éasurﬂ and information
received from a Treatise published by him upon
this subjet, from whence some of the more
valuable opinions here delivered may be tra-
ced, but also for an aét of liberality which in-
duced him without solicitation, to furnisE me
with hints for the arrangement of this Edition,
which has increased its value with myself,
and will I am certain, render it more accep-
table to the publick.

To
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To the ingenious author of Zoonomia
also, it will be perceived acknowledgments
are owing, which with those due to every
person whﬂ-se opinions or discoveries have
in any way enabled e either to account
better for the effeéls of the applications
recommended, or which have been ad-
vanced in support of my conjeflures,
would have been noticed by marginal refer-
rences as was done in the preceding Edition
of this work, bad it not been suggefled by
different friends, that such interruptions take
off the attention too much from the subjeét
under discussion ; and that the same pur-
poses might be as well obtained by a general

acknowledgment offered in this way.

It
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It may not however be amiss to observe, that
in reply to an application from Dr. Beddoes
to the Author of Zoonomia to learn for me
whether a passage in the second volume of
that work, published in the year 1790, re-
commending bandages covered with carpen-
ters glue and honey, or miniuam, in the cure
of ulcers, had not been inferted in confe-
quence of his having received from Dr. Bed- |
does an account of the success which-he had
observed to result from this pradlice; (but
which Dr. Beddoes could not recolleét to
have mentioned in his cnrrespandf:nce.j Dr.
Darwin says that he never received a line
from him, or any other person, on the

subject of sore legs, but bhad recommen-

ded plaster bandages many years for the

poor
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~ poor in those diseases. It appears therefore,

that this enlightened Phyfician had become
acquainted with some of the principles of 2
remedy which experience now proves to be of

so much utility.

The annexed Cases will it is presumed fur-
nish specimens of almost every variety of ulcer
commonly met with in praflice : these like
other complaints are nevertheless subjet to
modifications which vary their original fea-
tures, but as the remedy is appropriate to those
variations, I shall merely arrange them in the
natural order of their occurrence; considering
first those which appear to be in a state of

*
actual progression ; next those become sta-

tionary,






(66 )

ULCERS
In a PROGRESSIVE or DISTURBED State.

CASE L

MR. BRIANT, aged 40, a refpectable Far-
mer, applied in March 1793, with a wound
two inches long upon the right leg a little
above the ankle joint; it had been received
three months before by the kick of a horfe.
The furrounding parts were greatly inflamed,

the
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the edges and furface of the fore in a ftate
of floughing, the difcharge fanious, and the
pain upon taking exercife very great. The
nature of his occupation made him foli-
eitous that the cure fhould be accomplithed
without confinement, It was attempted by
means of poultices, fomentations, and the
different digeftive applications, upwards of a
month, without the least permanent advan-

tage.

On the 15th of the following month the
adhesive application was had recourfe to, not
only with the above defcribed difadvantages,
but the addition of a finus, which ‘took
the direftion of the joint. The prepared

pieces of calico were applied with their mid-

dle
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dle parts a little below the ulcer, on the found
part of the limb, and the ends drawn lighﬂy
over the ulcer and finus fo as to bring the
retracted edges a little nearer together, and
to afford a moderate degree of support to the
diseased and adjacent parts ; pieces of doubled
calico were then applied ncatly over the
limb, to defend it from the partial aétion
of the roller, and to retain the water
I intended to apply. A bandage of calico,
of sufficient length to support the limb from
the toes to the knee, was carefully applied,
so as to give support without offending by
its pressure ; and the parts direfted to be
well wetted with cold water poured from a tea
pot as often as they became hot, or at leaft
every hour,

At
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At my visit the next day I was informed
the pain had been less violent. The wound
appeared considerably better, and I was
enabled, in consequence of the diminished
sensibility, to bring its lips nearer together,
and to increase the pressure. The same plan
was daily pursued, and by the 20th the
sloughing was completed, the sinus nearly
obliterated, and the size of the ulcer consi-
derably reduced. The same means were con-
tinued till the 30th, with daily increase of
pressure, and careful endeavours to bring for-
ward and cover the wound with the u]r.i ikin,
the cure at that time appeared to be perfecied,

and the dressings were discontinued.

WILLIAM
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CASE . Ik

WILLIAM RADFORD, a Trow-man,
aged 60, received a kick ﬁpun the middle
part of the tibia, in the Chriftmas week ot
the year 1792, which merely broke the skin.
His situation in life did not allow him to pay .
much attention tnhit, and from that time to

the beginning of May 1703, an ulcer had

been gradually ihcreasing.

On the 5th he made application to me,
having with much pain and difficulty walked
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to my house. At that time the ulcer was
about the size of a half crown, and of an oval
form. Its surface was very irregular, and
covered with pointed eminences of unhecal-
thy flesh. The edges and surrounding
parts were greatly inflamed, and his pain,
when he began to take exercise, scarcely
tolerable. The discharge profuse, and of
a thin bloody appearance. The same means
were immediately bad recourse to, and
though the patient walked a considerable way
every day to be dressed, in less than a week
his pain had ceased, the discharge became
healthy, and the wound had a granulating
appearance. The same means were perse-
vered in, and his cure accomplished in
thirty-two days from the date of his applica-

tion, without any internal means.
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CASE 1L

WILLIAM JENKINS, aged 30, re-
quefted my assistance in May 1703, for an
ulcer two inches in length, on the outside of
the right leg, a little above the proje@ion of
the fibula. It had been occasioned abouta
month beforeby thewall of a fold falling, within
which some sheep were confined. Upon the
occurrence of the accident, he applied to a
professional gentleman in his neighbourhood,

who
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who dire@led him to poultice it and give it
reft, which for surﬁe time was in part
complied with, without advantage. Other
means were then had recourse to, with no
better effect, and he becoming impatient on
account of his business, which suffered from

his indisposition, I was consulted.

The wound appeared to be in a slough-
ing state, its surface dead, its edges in-
flamed, and its sensibility very great; the
discharge was profuse, thin, and of the colour

of coffee grounds.

The adhesive application and other de-
scribed means were again had recourse to,
with similar effect; his cure being accom-

plished without confinement, in a month,
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The preceding cases prove that this me-
thod of treating recent ulcers, in a progres-
sive state, is not only admissible, but lﬁgh]y
advantageous. Numerous inftances of its
cfficacy in this stage of the disease might be
adduced, but as such would swell the work
withqut increasing its value, I shall barely
remark, that only two failures have oc-
curred in the trecatment of many whose
nlcers were in that state. These were young
healthy persons, with small ulcers on the
shins, distinguished by no peculiarity, except
a few very small pustult::é;, and an inflamed
state of the skin some inches round the ulcers
with a detachment of the cuticle to the same
extent by a secretion of pus from the inflamed
surface. One of them, a young lady, ceuld

bear



( 75 )

bear no application unless in a horizontal
posture, and the cure was obtained by the
mildest dressings and rest. The other, a
gentleman now under my care, who has been
my patient only a week, but for whom the
dressings were used some days without ad-
vantage, and whose aversion to confinement
1s very great, has had an- opening draught
given him and been enjoined to avoid high
living and much exercise. Though he has not
been able to bear his accustomed exercise |
under this method, and I have in consequence
considered him as an instance of its failure,
I believe with the above-mentioned precau-
tions his cure will be accomplished by itin a-

few days.

These cases, however render it
probable that disappointments may be e pe-

ricnced
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CASE 1V.

MR.
tradesman of this city, had been afHicted

an eminent and respeftable,

with ulcers of his legs from some cause with
which I am unacquainted, many years pre-
ceding that of 17g0, when I was first con-
sulted for him. Both his legs were greatly
increased by the deposition and inspissation
of lymph which was not absorbed when the
limbs were rested; and the system of veins
appeared in as diseased a state aé the ab-
sorbents, all those in view being in a broken

state.
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My attendance was continued eighteen
months, and i1t was observed that his wounds
were always improved by rest, and rendered
irritable by exercise or irregularity. One
peculiarity often occurred, and greatly fur-
prized me, as I was not acquainted either
with its nature or caufe ; it was the appear-
ance of dark coloured spots on different parts
of both limbs, which frequently appeared
when the cure appeared to be nearly, and
sometimes quite completed, and whic}; were
immediately succeeded by the giving way of

all the old wounds.

This had been so frequently found to occur

under every variety of treatment which seem-
ed likely to prevent it, that I was at last com-

pelled
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pelled to decline further attendance, and to
inform him that I believed palliatives his only
resource. His distress, and the hope of ex-
periencing that relief from others which it
had not been in my power to render him,
occasioned his application to others; but I
frequently learnt, as my enquiries were often
made in my attendance upon his family,
that his complaints continued to prove ex-

tremely distressing.

In the year 1793, when my view of the
disease was extended by reflection and
experience ; and when I had become fully
sensible of the surprizing effeéts of the new
method, I became solicitous to know wha;thcr
the peculiarities of his case would yield to it ;

and
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and accordingly, upon finding he was at that
time attended by no other person, made him
a tender of my services, which he declined,
from having somehow learnt I was in the
habit of applying water to such diseases,
and being prepossessed with the idea that

his comnplaint depended upon humours.

In the year 1790 he sent for me, and said
he was resolved to submit to amputation, if
he cc:llld not be speedily relieved by other
means. His legs had considerably more
ulcerated surface than sound skin, the dis-
charge was incredibly profuse, and the
attendant heat greater than I had ever wit-
nessed, though the ulcers did not extend

much deeper than through the true skin. The

same
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same means were immediately had recourse
to, and it was necessary on account of the
extent of disease, to apply the plasters from
the toes to the knees, and cold water every
half hour, as he could only obtain ease by its

constant application.

The relief was more remarkable than had
ever been observed. In three or four days
the pain ceased, the discharge abated, and
the wounds began to cicatrize ; in six weeks
they were nearly healed; when he requested
me to discontinue my attendance, as he
said he chose to keep open those small
wounds, and knew he should be compelled
to receive a cure if the plan was not
~ changed.
¥ A
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A recurrence to ointments several times
occasioned his ulcers to increase and the
contiguous parts to become again inflamned.
The removal of morbid heat by the applica-
tion of water, with the use of the plasters, in
each instance speedily unproved and lessened

the ulcers, and removed the inflammation.

The dark appearances which ufually pre-
ceded ulceration, I now believe to have been
- occasioned by the deposition of blood, which
neither the veins or absorbents in their im-
paired state could carry away, When the
vessels were thus supported, neither disco-
louration or ulceration again occurred, which
could not have been prevented by common
bandages, as the parts were always too irri-

table to bear their tight application.
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CASE V.

MRS. MARY HUNT, ugt:;d 64, of
Portbury, applied with an ulcer of eight years
continuance, on the outside of the leg, the
size of the palm of the hand. Its surface
was dead and sloughing ; its edges even with
the furface, inflamed, and very painful : her
nights sleepless, and health deranged ; limb
more than twice the -natural size, and the
skin so inflamed and excoriated from the
knee to the toes, that much briny discharge

appeared
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appeared to be constantly issuing from every

pore.

She was so much relieved in fourteen days,
as to be permiited to leave Bristol, and
to come to be dressed only three times

a week.

At her return home the disease was ne-
gle@ed, and the inflammation of the skin
returned, with the like discharge. She again
came to Bristol, when :¢ could not be more
than relieved by the plasters and water; she
was therefore direled to keep in bed,
and 7¢ was cured in ten days by cold poul-

tices compofed of bread and water, fre-

quently renewed. The limb was reduced

to
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to its natural size, and the ulcer cured in a
short time afterwards by the described
method, without confinement. The above
mentioned affeclion of the skin is frequently
found to accompany the ulcer, attended with
an enlarged and incompressible state of the
limb, and has often been cured- by the mere
removal of heat, as accomplished by cold wa-
ter; where that has failed, rest and cold

poultices have always completed the cures.
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CASE "VI:

MRS.

a married lady, aged 00;
consulted me in March 1707, for three
ulcers upon the lower part of the calf of the
leg, which had been attended a considerable
time by another person. The edges were level
with the surrounding skin, which was greatly
inflamed, the discharge dark coloured, thin,
and profuse ; the ulcers spreading in every
direétion, very tender, and apt upon the

slightest occasions to bleed. Absolute rest
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had always relieved, and twice been the
means of curcs, which again yielded upon

recourse to exercise.

The same means were applied with similar
effect ; the cure being accomplished in five

weeks, without pain or confinement.

U]{;'.EI':‘ in this state are always accom-
panied with considerable discharge, and the
production of heat in a proportionate degree.
The frequent application of cold water,
therefore, in their carlier stages, appears to
be indispensibly necessary, and the pro-
gression of the cures, as well as the comfort
of the patients, will be found to depend upon

the frequency of its application.
CASE
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ULCERS
Become STATIONARY or INDOLENT.

CASE VIL

HANNAH WEBB, aged 32, servant te
Josiah Hill, Esq. of Bedminster, applied to
me by the desire of her master, on the 24th
of November, 1792, for the cure of two
ulcers on the left leg. One upon the outer
and lower edge of the snleﬁs muscle, about
two inches long, an inch wide, and very
deep. The other a little below the external

malleolus



( 89 )

malleolus an inch long, half an inch wide,
and of a triangular form.—The edges of
both wezl-c callous, the discharge thin, and
surrounding parts much inflamed. She had
been affli@ed with them two years, and had
been twelve months under the care of a sur-
geon in the neighbourhood, who by her ac-
count, had tried every remedy except absolute

reft in bed, without any advantage.

The adhesive plaster spread upon slips of
calico was applied, with the middle of the
pieces opposite to the ulcers, and the ends
drawn firimly round the limb, over the ulcers,
80 as to bring the retracted edges nearer toge-
ther. The diseased parts were then defended
by pieées of soft calico, and a bandage of the

gamoe

=1
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same, was applied spirally, with jfirmness
round the limb from the toes to the knees.
She was direfled to keep it constantly
well wetted, and to take what exercise she
pier;scd. At my next visit, the 25th, I was
surprized by the change which had taken
place in only twenty-four hours: the edges
were reduced, the discharge better, the
inflammation less, and she said she had expe-
rienced more ease than had been known in
the same space for many preceding months.
She was dressed every day in a similar man-
ner; and by the ninth of the following month,
a period of only fifteen days, both wounds

were perfectly cured.

CASE
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CASE VI

JANE POWELL, aged 27, was taken
_under my care on the 1.4th of Auguft, 17g6.
She had an ulcer on the outside of the left
leg, two inches and a half in length, two
inches in breath, and very deep; the dis-
charge was thin and profuse, the edges cal-

lous, and the surrounding inflammation con-

siderable.

She was dressed as usual, and in less than

five
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five weeks was cured, with little more re-
maining cicatrix than would have occurred
if the parts had been recently divided and
again unite:d by the first intention. This
disease had been nearly in the same state
fifteen months. She had been in a Hospital
eighteen weeks, and had been discharged

from thence without relief.

CASE
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Cols SIE Xy

WILLIAM PREEN, of Tetbury, in
Gloucestershire, aged 40, applied to me the
25th of April 1794, with two ulcers on the
outfide of theleft leg ; one about three inches
in length, the other somewhat less than two.
Both were rather long than broad, and in so
bad condition, that a stream of pale, thin,
offenfive discharge escaped, when the

dressing was removed. He appeared

emaciated,
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emaciated, and said he had received the
assistance of several eminent pra&itioners,
and had been under the constant care of some
Surgeon the greatest part of the preceding
five years : he subjoined also, that he had
lived very freely, and should continue to do

so, ¢ that he could not eat, therefare would

drink.”

He was dressed as usual, and after very
striét dire@ions as totemperance, was directed
to call on me the next day; he did so, and
the wounds in that short period were mani-
festly improved. In a few days his ulcers be-
came healthy sores, his pain and every other
inconvenient symptom left him, and by the

twenty-fourth of the next month (May) he

was
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was perfeélly cured ; when he very candidly
told me, “ I had cured him in despite of him-
self ; that he had lodged at an Inn the whole
time he had been under my care, had drank
freely every day, and been intoxicated every

night.”

The ulcers of the last three persons were
situated in yielding parts, and the skin upon
their limbs loose and free: to those circum-
stances may be ascribed the performance
of the cures within periods so limited. The
exercise they took previously to their appli-
cation to -mﬂ, kept their wounds in a pain-
ful state, and the irregularities of the last
patient occasioned his to appear extremely

irritable ; but the disturbance was not sufhi-

cient to occasion the absorption of the callous
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CASE X

JAMES GANE, aged 63, had two ulcers
on the outside of the right leg, exaétly upon
the ankle-joint. One the size of a shilling,
the other somewhat less; also two larger
almost opposite to the others, on the

inside of the same leg; the surfaces were

on a level with the surrounding skin,
the parts much swollen and inflamed,
the jﬂintﬁl had nearly lost its mobility,
and the limb appeared as if the greatest part

G of
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of it had been in an ulcerated state at some
former period. He said the disease had
been occasioned by the bite of a moschetto
fly, at the siege of the Havannah, in the year
1762 ; that he had been under the care of
many Surgeons, and had been three times in
Hospitals, but never could obtain a service-
able cure, though it had been several times
skinned over; before I put him upon the
new plan, I tried every remedy I was
acquainted with, not excepting absolute rest
in bed upwards of six months, without ad-

vancing in any degree towards a cure.

On the 14th of Avgufi, .1796,“11& was first
dressed with the adhesive, and the parts were
direGed to be frequently wetted with cold

water



(.99 )

water ; his relief was as sudden as had been
experienced in any of the preceding instances,

and in five weeks, he was perfeétly cured.

The surfaces of thefe fores being upon a
level with the surrounding skin, and the limb
much hardened by inﬂa?nmation, it was
impossible to bring the skin over the ulcerated
parts ; nevertheless, the cure of four ill-con-
_ditiéned ulcers upon a leg which had been
diseased upwards of thirty-four years, was
perfectly accomplished in the short space of

five weeks.

CASE
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I

JOHN PONTIN, of the parish of St.
George, in the county of Gloucester, aged:
55, was taken under my care on the 25th

O&ober, 1706.

About 18 years since, as he was riding a
spirited horse which he was unable to manage,
from the circumstance of having lost one of
his arms some years before, by the bursting

of
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of a gun; it happened that as the horse
passed swiftly the side of a cart, the calf of
his leg was caught by the hook of the cart,
and the whole of it torn away. He was im-
mediately taken to the Bristol Infirmary, and
placed under the care of a gentleman whose
patients I dressed at that time, being then an

apprentice at the house. A dangerous mor- |
tification succeeded to the injury, and it
was not without difficulty his life was pre-
served. He remained in the hospital 37
weeks, and was confined to his bed 27: at
the expiration of the former period, he was
dismissed, with a large ulcer, on account
of some irregularity in his condudl.
It continued to embitter his life from
that time to the day he was taken under

my
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my care. It was six inches and a half in
length, and five and a balf in breadth; it
occupied the part which had formérly been
covered by the calf of the leg ; the edges were
nearly a quarter of an inch thick ; the dis-
charge, which was very thin and offensive,
it fell in a Iﬁrgc stream when the dressings were
removed ; the contraéion of the tendons was
so great, that he could only touch the ground
with the points of his toes, and the limb so
generally diseased and hardened by inflamma-
tion, as to make it apparent that any attempts
to bring forward the retrated skin must
ﬁm've' abortive. His pain was so distressing,
that he could neither eat nor sleep; and he

appeared very much emaciated.

The
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The adhesive slips were applied, and
rather forcible endeavours made to bring the
sides of the ulcer nearer together by drawing
the ends of the slips over it. The limb was
then defended with soft calico, and ﬁrtﬁ}f
supported with a han'dage of the same; and
he was directed to keep it constantly cool by
means of water. His relief was as speedy
and remarkable, as had been observed in any
instance ; in three or four days the callous
cdges were levelled with the surface of the
ulcer; the discharge was rendered inoffensive,
and healthy as that of an iffue ; and the skin-
ning process commenced : from that time
his cure uniformly advanced, and in about
six or eight months from the time of his

application, it was perfectly accomplished.
The
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The limb soon became almost as soft and
healthy as it ever was; and in consequence
of the daily application of warm anitnal oM
to the contra@ed muscles and tendons, he
was enabled to tread much more plainly upon
his foot, and to walk some miles every day
with ease and convenience. Iis cure at this

time, November 1708, continues permanent,
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CASE. XI,

MR. GEORGE HIGGS, aged 47, ap-
plied on the 20th Sept. 1797, with an ulcer
on the inside of the right leg, a little above
the ankle joint, six inches and a half in
length, and threce and a half in breadth ;
another was also situated on the outer ankle
of the same leg, an inch and a half long, and
an inch wide ; they had been of twelve years
continuance, and had resisted every method

which could be devised by different furgeons.

The



( 100 ) .

The edges were remarkably thick and round,
the discharge thin and profuse, and the veins
in so diseased a state as to occasion the uiJ-
pearance of net work over the whole limb.
His pain on the inside of the afflicted leg
was scarcely bearable, and his health very

much injured.

The same means were applied, with as
good effedt as in any of the preceding cafes ;
the ulcers being greatly improved in a few

days, and cured in six months.

Persons whose ulcers are in the state of the
two last described patients, that is, with cal-
lous edges, and a considerable extent of ex-

pofed furface, will generally require the care
of
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of the furgeon some months. The time
necessary to accomplish cures for diseafes in
that state, will often depend as much upon
the situation of the ulcers, and thf.;, state of
the parts, as upon their size. If the ulcers
be situated upon fixed parts, as either of the
ankles, and the surrounding parts cannot be
brought forward to cover them, the cures will
generally be performed moreslowly than where
they occur upon yiclding parts. And it will
frequently happen, that they will appear for
some days to remain stationary under this
treatment; but it will perhaps be always found,
that perseverance will ensure cures, as no
instance of its failure has occurred in this
stage of the disease, where the dressings could
be properly applied.

Although
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Although ulcers in this state may be so
disturbed by irregularity or great exertion,
as to occasion inflammation upon their sur-
faces and edges, and also upon the conti-
guous parts, and sometimes the death of
those surfaces and edges, a carcful observer
will readily perceive a considerable difference
between these symptoms when they occur
in this stage of the disease, and when they
are observed at an earlier period. The in-
flammation will rather be confined to the skin
than diffused through the substance of the
limb, and will bé found {o resemble the
erisipelatous ; whilst the dead parts will be
longer retained upon the ulcers, and be ul-
timately separated with more difficulty.

These circumstances appear to depend upon

the
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the weakened condition of the parts. The
inflammation is perhaps occasioned by
the facility with which vessels which Aave
been dilated again yield, rather than by the

aver a¢tion of those vessels.

The appearance of the parts in the slough-
ing state, and the difficulty experienced in
producing a separation of the sloughs, evi-
“dently depend upon the ciebility of the ab-
sorbents, which fail to remove the extremities
of the sound parts in contact with the dead

parts.

The inflammation 1s not often accom-
panied with the produétion of so much heat
as in the earlier stages of this discase, or as

occurs
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occurs upon the parts. before they have been
weakened by its long continnance: conse-
quently the disease in this state does not
require so earnest an application of the means
whereby heat is removed. The process of se-
parating dead parts, and cleansing sores, is
rendered easy by subjeting the absorbents to
the impulse of the arteries ; by this method,

as cxplained_ in page 30.
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ULCERS
Attended with a DISEASED STATE of the VEINS.

CASTE XL

|

MR. JOSEPH HANCOCK, a respeétable
Farmer of Uphill in Somersetshire, applied
to me on the first of July 1797, with a trian-
gular ulcer on the inner ankle of the right
leg ; it succeeded a fever, had been of ten
- years continuance, and resisted the skill of
two eminent surgeons, a year each. The
muscles and skin upon the leg were so much
relaxed, and sQ very yielding, that it was

extremely
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extremely difficult to secure any bandaglﬁ:
upon it. The veins were greatly enlarged,
and apparently much more numerous than
are usually obscrved. The discharge was
generally thin, and supposed by the patient
,,t‘“ be of a corrofive nature, as a burning sen-
| sation was felt upon the wound after exercise
or irregularity. The pain upon standing
or walking, and frequently when at rest in
bed, was very considerable on the inside
of the leg, in the direﬂiﬂn. of the wveins.
The inflammation, though sometimes  ex-
tensive, appeared to be confined to the skin;
and when most violent, was attended with
pimples which itched much, and afforded a
briny discharge. These pimples, together
with the itching, generally affeéled in a

_ greater
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greater or less degree, other parts of the
- surface of the bndy, when the limb was
in a bad fiate, and induced him to suppose
all his symptoms were occasioned by acrid
humours, so that he could scarcely be
made: to belicve any remedies  would

assist him, which had not a tendency

to amen(i the condition of his blood.

The adhesive application was had recourse
to, when the discase was in its worst state.
His relief was immediate, and the cure perfet-
ly accomplished by the time he had made me
four or five vifits, which in consequence of his
residing at the distance of twenty miles,
were not repeated oftener than twice or three

times aweek., He was direéted to give his

H limb
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CAash - XIV.

MRS.

who had been the mother of many children,

, aged 45, a married woman,

applied with a small ulcer just above the in-

ner ankle of the right leg, of twelve years

continuance; it did not extend deeper thanthe
true skin, and afforded a thin briny discharge.
The leg was discoloured by inflammation
some inches round the ulcer, and the pain

very considerable upon taking exercise.
The
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The veins upon the surface of the limb
were in a knotty and enlarged state. The
flesh soft and compressible, as in the last
described case. The itching, and briny dis-
charge upon the surface of the body, ! were
also sometimes observed when the leg was in
its worst state. The same means were again
applied with similar effeéts; and the cure

compleated in three weeks.

CASE
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CASE XV.

—— o
B — —

MRS.

. aged 40, the widow of an
Inn-keeper, applied in August 1797, with an
ulcer above the inner ankle of the left leg. It
had been of many years continuance, and had
resisted every method which could be devised
by different Surgeons. The veins were in a
very enlarged and diseased state, the limb
extremely soft and flabby, and the pain upon
standing or walking, very great. The ulcer

was
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was of the size of a shilling, its edges thick
and callous, the discharges varying in ap-
pearance according to the exercise taken ; and
the other symptoms so like those of the
two preceeding cases, as to make it unneces-

sary to repeat them.

The cure was performed in five weeks by
the same means. This patient was not freed
from pain when the wound was healed,
though the calico bandage was continued,
but was rendered perfeétly casy by the
application of adhesive, compleatly over
the limb, from the diseased part to the
distance of eight inches above it. Her

cure continues permanent.

The
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. The pustalous eruptions and itching,
which sometimes affeét the surface of the
body, whilst wounds continue open, or
parts remain in a diseased state, are
common, not only to persons affected with
sore legs, but to many who have any cause of
irritation applied to a part of the surface of
the body ; they are frequently occasioned in
so great a degree by the mere application of
a blister, as to produce all the effedts and ap-
pearances of erisipelas, with which they are
analogous if not identical, each being an in-
{lammation of a partieular part, the true
skin, and alike soonest relieved by means
most effectual for the cure of that symptom
in other parts, namely, abstraclion of heat,
bleeding and low living. As long as a dis-

ease
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ease remains upon any part of the surface
of the body, there will be a risque of the re-
return of inflammation, and with each return
there will be a degree of constitutional dis-
tarbance which may be again often removed by
the cure of the inflammation ; it is frequently
accomplished by the suppuration of the parts :
this has furnished many persons with an
argumentagainst the propriety of healing ulcers
upon the legs, whereas it appears only more
fully to establish the impropriety of leavingany
exciting cause upon parts so liable to disturb-
ance and inflammation ; the general affe@ion
of the skin being a mere effeét of the dis-
case of a part, and those sympathetic affections
of the stomach and constitution so much dread-
ed, but which have in no instance been ob-

served
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served by me where the cures have been
completed. being a mere consequence either
of renewed inflaimmation upon the part, or
of the extension of its effeéls by sympathy, or
otherwise, when that happens over the surface
of the body. For these and other reasons
before delivered, it has long been a praétical
rule with me, to consider my undertaking as
incomplete, until every probable cause of the
return of inflammation or of the increase of de-
bility has been removed from the general seat
of these diseases : it has not happened in a
single instance, that any effedls have been
observed, which disprove the pmpriéty of
that conclusion ; whereas it has often bap-
pened, when the patients’ fears have induced

them to keep open small ulcers, that the

accidental
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ULCERS

Distinguished by DISEASED APPEARANCES of
their EDGES and of the ADJACENT SKIN,

UR'SE"XKVE

ELIZABETH MORRIS, aged 60, has
been servant in a family with whom I am well
acquainted many years, and has merited the
charafler of a corre¢t steady pe,rsnn; In
July 17908, she applied with many small
ulcers on both sides of the right leg, above the
ankle, not larger than the diameter of a divided
pea or vetch. They did not extend deeper than

the true skin ; their edges were ragged ; their

sensibility
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sensibility considerable ; the surrounding
skin deeper ‘coloured than is commonly
observed, and the cuticle detached to a
considerable extent, by a secretion from the
skin of a fluid, which resembled pus di-
luted with dirty water. The appearance of
the ulcers will be best understood by their
near resemblance to those sometimes met
with upon the membranes of the mouth, and
other secreting surfaces. The cicatrices of
some which had been healed remained of an
unusually dark colour, and appeared to be
rather pitted or below the surface of the
adjacent cuticle. She was dressed six weeks
with the adhesive, and part ﬂfth;it time water
was also applied ; nevertheless her cure was
not advanced, though the application did not

occasion
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occasion pain, or appear to disagree. At
the end of that time she was dire&ted to take
one grain of calomel night and mnt;ning, and
was dressed as usual with the adhesive. In
the short space of one week her mouth be-
came affeéied ; she nevertheless mntinueci the
medicine, and in another week was perfedtly

cured.

Only two similar cases have occured in my
praltice, those bore so exalt a resemblance
to the above, except that some of their ulcers
werelarger,as to make description unnecessary.
One of them was a steady man about 50 ;
the other a very respe&able farmer’s wife,
about the same age. Each tried the ad-

hesive, &c. without either good or bad

effe@s, -
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effe@s, until calomel was had recourse tos
when the cures were speedily accomplished,

with no other application than the adhesive.

The freedom of these persons from other
symptoms of indisposition, their age, and the
respectability of their charadters render it
certain that their diseases were uncon-
nefted with any consequences which arise
out of irregularity; though the appearances of
their ulcers and the effeéls of the remedy
might induce suspicions of the contrary, in
minds unacquainted with the peculiarities of

their diseases, and their charadters.
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RECENT ULCER occafioned by the effe@®s of HEAT.

CASE “XVIiE:

MR. WILLIAM DAVIS, aged 65, in his
cmployment at a Sugar-house, had the mis-
fortune to scald the inside of his right leg,
with boiling sugar. It was treated some
days by one of my assistants, with oily appli-
cations without any advantage; 1 then
direéted that the parts should be kept
constantly cool, by means of linen cloths

frequently moistened with water, ,The in-

flammmation
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flammation under this treatment soon became
diminished, but at the end of a fortnight, a
part nineinches in length and four in breadth
was covered with a slough about the thick-
ness of a crown, which did nﬁt seem likely
to be removed under a considerable length of
time. I had just then been favoured with a
letter from Mr., Simmonds of Manchester,
wherein he says, speaking of its effets upon
burnt parts, “ In certain degrees of either
of these accidents, the common integument
merely is destroyed ; after the separation a
large ulcerated surface is left, and the gran-
ulations shoot up so luxuriantly that the cure
becomes not only tedious but difficult, and
requiring the use of painful dressings, by ap-
plying the P.II-ﬁSTE]:lS, so as to procure a

over
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~level surface, the skin will be seen shooting
over in a beautiful manner, and will be ac-
complished in a short time, compared with
-the usual course in such cases.” They were
immediately adopted, and the observations
of that ingenious Surgeon confirmed by
the event, the sloughs being separated, and
the whole extent of ulcerated surface per-
fectly healed in sixteen days, seven only
of which he was confined to his bed, and

the latter nine employed in the business of

boiling sugar.

This case would more properly have
been inserted with the account of recent
ulcers in a state of progression, but having
by accident been omitted, it is placed hei*e,

I as
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as well to acknowledge what is due to
the Gentleman whose letter occasioned its
trial In thié case, as to afford another
instance of its efficacy, in a disease which
considering - the patient’s unfavourable age,

could not, I believe, have been cured by

other means, within many montbhs.

CASE
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- WEAKNESS of the ABSORBENTS,

Occasioned by a frafture of one of the bones of the Leg:

CASE XVIIL

= =

MR. ARTHUR PALMER, aged 78, a
respectable servant of the Duke of Beaufort,
at the Coal-mines near Bristol, fratured the
small hone of his left leg, a little above the
ankle, by a fall from his horse, in Auguft 17¢8.
He was taken home, and the cure of
the fraCture accomplished in six or seven
weeks. - Being very corpulent as well

as



¢ 132

as aged, it was observed that the injured
leg swelled to more than twice its natu-
ral size, when allowed to hang a few
hours over the side of the bed; this was
in vain attempted to be prevented by the
support of a long calico bandage after
the limb had been rested a considerable
time, which though carefully applied
and frequently renewed, occasioned so
much pain and inflammation, when the leg
was put to the ground, as not to be borne.
No chance of relief remained from other
remcdies in common usewithout confinement,
“and it appeared from what had been observed
in similar diseases attended with such dis-
advantages of age and bulk, that there
was the greatest probabilifty of his con-

tinuing
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tinuing a cripple a considerable length of

time, or for the remainder of his days.

The reasons which have been stated for
the application of the adhesive in other
cases, occasioned its adoption here. It was
had recourse to after the patient lay a night
in bed, and the absorbents had been enabled
to remove the deposited lymph, which in-
creased. the size of the limb. It was so
used as to include and support every part
from the toes to the knees, with but little
more pressure than was afforded by the
common integuments in a healthy state. The
happiest effects were observed immediately ;
thereturnofswelling waseffectually prevented,

and in a week he was enabled to ride on horse-

back.
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back,andattend his business. He had the plas-
ters renewed only twice, andrecovered without

further confinement or any other application.

In many other instances of weakness and
lameness which succeeded to fradlures of the
bones and strains of the joints, the adhesive
plasters prepared and applied so as to form
bandages have proved very useful, through
the support they afforded. “And I believe it
will be generally found, that the confinement
required in such cases may be considerably
diminished, and frequently rendered unneces-
sary, by their application. This should perhaps
be expected from what has been suggested
concerning the theory of their effects : but if



( 135 )

it be conjectured that the same advantages
may be obtained by common bandages, my
personal experience, as well as the reports of
my patients, unfortunately enables me  to
assert the contrary, as a contusion and strain
of one of my knees, and a similar injury of
my left ankle, the former received in the
month of May last, and the latter about
ten days since, by the falling of horses, prove
that it is possible to walk without much in-
convenience when the parts are so supported,
at a time that it 1s scarcely possible to stand
if they receive only the support of a com-

mon roller.

These falts so strengthen some of the
opinions delivered concerning the manner

whereby
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whereby the cure of manyulcers is accomplish-
ed, that it would be improper to omit their
insertion. The practical inference will not
I believe be found less deserving of attention,
as it informs us that plasters denominated
strengthening, prove so in consequence
of their affording a peculiar kind of sup-
port to the systems of vessels, rather than
through the qualities of their ingredients ; and
that they become much more effectual when
applied so as to encompass and support the
whole or part of a diseased limb, than when
merely placed upon it, with the expeation
of advantages from the properties of their

component parts.

e
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The subjoined very honourable testimony
of the efficacy of the means recommended,
as well as the effeéts which result from
their proper application will, it is ex-
peéted, prove that no more has been ascribed
to them than may be generally derived
from their use. But as one of the Iet-
ters with which 1 bave been favoured has
occasioned the expectation of disappointments
which did not occur whilst it was princi-
pally endeavoured to extend them to
the worst cases, considerable pains have
been since taken to ascertain by observation
and cnquiry; wherein they are likely to be-
come unsuccessful, as well as to enable me
to point out those which prove most difficult

{0 cure.
It
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It has already been stated that one species
of ulcer requires the use of calomel: Two
failares have occurred in the treat-
ment of others; and I believe it will be
found that the recent ulcers of young persons
which affect only the true skin, are most dif-
ficult to cure, and the kind from whence
disappointments may sometimes be expe-
rienced ; but as I am not enabled to point
out any particular appearances which distin-
guish the cases wherein it will not succeed,
and as a very few days nced only be lost
in the trial, it may not be amiss to put it
to the test in every case, as the instances of
its eflicacy, even in these, will greatly exceed
those of its failure, and as thatconfinement will
be avoided where it proves successful which

must
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rom EVERARD HOME, Esq. F. R. S.
Surgeon to St. George's Hospital, &e.

i

DEAR SIg,
/

In answer to your letter, I have much -

satisfaction in declaring, that I consider your
method of applying strips of adhesive plaster
to ulcerated legs, as one of the greatest im-
provements which has been made in that
branch of furgery. I have adopted the prac-
tice, both in St. George’s Hospital, and in
many cases of private patients, and its suc-
cess has answered my most sanguine expecta-
tions. In speaking of it thus warmly, I al-

lude principally to cases of long standing,

for

]

P ety it ol i T
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for in those I have found it the most effec-
tual : there are many ulcers too irritable to
admit of it, and these, of course, require a
different mode of treatment. To have found
out a mode of cure for the worst kind of
ulcerated legs, is a discovery of no small
value, and the public are much indebted to
you for it, and it gives me pleasure to ac-

knowledge myself one of those who are highly

sensible of the obligation.

Your most obedient Servant.

EVERARD HOME.
Leicester-Square,

August 29, 1798.

From
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From Myr. THOMAS HENRY, Apothecary,
Te DR. BEDDOES.

MANCHESTER, Seps. 5th, 1708.
DeAr Sir,

I deferred answering your favour of the
28th ult. till I was enabled to give a satisfac-
tory account of the degree of success attend-
ing Mr. BaynTon’s method of treating
ulcers of the legs. For this purpose it was
requisite I should see several of the Surgeons ;
Messrs. Simmons, Bill, Ward, and Hamilton,
and they assure me, that the other two, viz.
Mr. Killer, an.d Dr. Taylor concur in opinion
with them.—Mr. Ward bhad accidentally

mentioned the subjedl to me a few days be-

fore

i i o i 5 e
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fore I reccived your letter, and rated the
savings to the Infirmary much higher tham
what Mr. Kentish’s information goes to, viz :
from two to three hundred pounds.® Messrs.
S. B. and H. agree in saying that it is dif-
ficult to form an exact estimate of the savings,
but that shey should not be surprized if they
found it to be double what you say. This
. opinion they found on the great number of
ulcerated legs, which formed a great propor-
'fian of the diseases of the in-patients. The
expence of these was estimated at twelve
shillings per week.—Ulcers which used to
take five or six months in curing, are now
healed in half the time ; and many which in
the former modes of treatment, it was neces-

sary

* Per Annum.
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sary to take into the house, are as well cured,
as out-patients. In short, they all speak in
the highest terms of approbation of Mr. B’s.
discovery, and declare, that every ulcer how-
ever extensive and unpromising, that has not
been attended with caries, has yielded to
the treatment he has recommended. A
young gentleman, who had been a pupil of
Mer. Bill, bas lately been in London, where
he found the Surgeons less successful than
at Manchester, owing to the slips of plaster
being applied so as not to form complete
bandages.—On this being rectified, I am

told, they succeed better.—Mr. Simmons
tells me he has this day written to Mr.

Baynton.
I am, dear Sir, &c.

THOMAS HENRY.
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From My, SIMMONS, Sentor Surgeon of the
Manchester Infirmary, to the Author.

DEear SIr,

In a conversation with Mr. Henry yester-
day, he said Dr. Beddoes had mentioned in
a letter, that the surgeons of Bristol deny the
usefulness of your plan of treating ulcers of
the legs. I confess myself a good deal sur-
prized, from the great success attending it
in my own pracdtice ; and cannot account for
the disappointment, as no doubt the plasters
were properly applied.

In the few observations I have written on

K. the
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the subje&, I have hazarded an opinion of
the modus operandi, different from the one
you have advanced, for the fate of which I
feel diffident ; but, after great attention to
the changes an ulcer undergoes in its cure,
I am unable to satisfy myself that they operate

in any other way.

Dr. Duncan has given my account a
place in the annals of medicine for last year,
in perusing which permit me to request you
to read tight for light bandages. AsI have
canvassed your opinions with freedom, I shall
thankfully receive your remarks on mine ;

and, whether we agree or not on speculative
| points, I must request you to accept my best
thanks for the important improvement you

have introduced into praftice.

i
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From Mr, SANDFORD, Surgeon to the Worces-

ter Infirmary.

Worcefter, Jan. 31. 1709.
DEear Sig,

I cannot have the fmallest objection to add
every testimony in my power to the utility
of your mecthod of trcating ulcerated legs,
that has fallen within the fphere of my ex-
perience, and which you may wifh to ob-
tain : on the contrary, I conceive it would
be unjust to you, and injurious to our art,
to withhold any information, to which both

are entitled from every liberal praclitioner.

Immediately on the publication of your
“¢ Deferiptive Account,” in 1797, I adopted
the
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the mode recommended, first at our Infir-
mary, and afterwards on feveral qprivate pa-
tients. My colleagues, Mr. Jeffrey’s and
Mr. Cole, did the same, with very great

SUCCCESS.

In most of the cases where your method
has been applied, I have found it succeed
best after the foul state of the ulcer has been
removed by the carbonic poultice, or some
other detergent application. Several Sur-
geons in this city and neighbourhood in-
formed me, that they have adopted it with
the greatest success. One gentleman  told
me he had found the addition of resin unne-
cessary in the plaster, if the emplast. litharg.
had been carefully prepared. This remark,

I
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I have confirmed by my own experience,
and in one or two instances, I have

I think, succeeded still better where

the adhesive plaster has not been spread
over the center, but only at each end of the
calico strips : under these circumstances,
those parts of the strips in immediate contact
with the ulcer or wound, will more conve-
niently allow of cold water or any other
humid application, that may be judged most
proper. And if the stripé when spread in
this way, are contrived to interseét each
other, as in the simple bandage, frequently
made use of in the hare-lip, and afterwards
a tailed bandage to affist the intention, it
will I presume, be found advantageous, as

I have sometimes experienced.















