The trial of John Donnellan, esq. (late master of the ceremonies at the
Pantheon of Oxford-Street) at the assizes holden at Warwick on Tuesday
the 27th of March, 1781, before Francis Buller, esq., one of the judges of
the Court of King's Bench, for the wilful murder of Sir Theodosius
Boughton, bart / taken in short-hand by a barrister at law attending the
Midland Circuit.

Contributors

Donellan, John, -1781
Great Britain. Courts of Oyer and Terminer and General Gaol Delivery.
Francis A. Countway Library of Medicine

Publication/Creation

London : T. Brewman, [17817]

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/nepux3v9

License and attribution

This material has been provided by This material has been provided by the
Francis A. Countway Library of Medicine, through the Medical Heritage
Library. The original may be consulted at the Francis A. Countway Library of
Medicine, Harvard Medical School. where the originals may be consulted.
This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection
London NW1 2BE UK

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/

&5 Mf 'm"';ﬂﬁpﬁ;
“*9:');3}3)9131 _"*mn :@EJ)})E




BostoN MEDICAL LIBRARY
in the Francis A.Ccuntway

Library of Medicine ~Boston










i o R

TR I A B
John Donnellan, Efq.

B e L B e

(Latf: MASTER. of the CEREMONIES at the
PANTHEON in Oxford-Street)

AT HE

ASSIZES holden at WARWICK,
On Tuzfday the 29:h of March, 1781,

BEFOR?

FRANCIS BULLER, Ef.

Orcof the JUDG ES of the COURT of KING’s BENTH,_

-

FOR THE

WILFUL MURDER

Sir Theodofius Boughton, Bart.

. g

Taken in Short-Hand by a BARRISTER at LAW, attending
the MiprLanp CircuiT,

gk sBE2D Q. Na

of Fleet-Market, facing the Obeiift, in Fleet-Streets.
[Price ONE-SHILLING.]
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WILFUL MURDER
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Sir T. E. A. Boughton, Bart:

The following are the GRAND JURY.
‘The Hon, W WILLIAM HEWITT, Foreman.

Theo. Biddulph, Efq.
Gower Townfhend, Bfq.
- Th. W. Knightly, Efq.
Matthew Wife, Efq.
Miller Sadler, Efq.
Chrift. Wren, Edq.
Bertie Greathead, Efq.
John Grieve, Efq.
Thomas Webb, Efg.
Tim. Goodwin, Efq,

C. P. Packwood, Efg.
John Halifax, Efg.

R, A. Johnfon, Efg.
Jofeph Carles, Efq.

John Mallory, Efg.

Jof. Boultby, Efg.
Edward Pallas, Efg.
John Hobbins, jun, Efg.
P. S. Littleton, Efg.

JOHN WEBB, Eg. Sheriff.
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The followingis the Junce’s CHARGE to the
_ TURY.

Gem:‘emfn r:f the Grand Fury,

1AM extremeiy pleaﬁ:d at your meeting me fo
early this feflions, as by your attendance, I hope
1 ihaIl be able to Iger through the bufinefs of the
county in the’ courfe of the weéek : I ath the more
fatisficd at.this circamftance, as T perceive your
calendar extremely loaded indeed, and that it con-
zains a Innner and heawcr lit of crimes, than I have
found charged in' the calendars of feven counties.:

" Amongft thefe, I find fome in particular, “whick
require nu inconfiderable attention ; and the firlt of
confequence which I find in the lift, is fuch as may
depend ‘on circumftances only.: It is a crime of o
péculiar a sature, that'it is generally committed with
the greateft fecrecy, and over which the offender
always makes ufe of every art and cunning to throw
a vell.—Iz is your duty, Gentlemen, to throw off
this -veil and fift- the: bufinefs to the bottom.—You
are not to expeét vifible proofs in a work of dark-
nefs 3 you are to collect the truth from eircumftances,
and little collateral facts, which taken fingly, afford
no. proof, yet put Lun*erher, fo tally "with, and con-
firm each other, that they are as ftmnﬂr and con-
vincing evidence, as any facts that Appest in the broad
face of day.

In. ths cafe, Gentlemen, you will have two ob-
je&ts to confider : Firft, whether the deceafed did
die of poifon? Secondly, whether the perfon fuf-
pected, dzd affilt in adminiflering that poifon ? With
refpeft ta the firft of thefe confiderations you will no
doubt hear the fentiments of thofe who are {killed in
the nature and cffeCts of poifon, which is of various
forts, ‘and moft fubtle in its opération. From the
information of iuch perfons, you will be able to form
~&m opinion upon the effect which different poifons
have on different pesfons, and alfo the effects the fame
poifons
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poifons have on perfons of different habits, and con=
ftitutions. But in this enquiry, Gentlemen, the
opinions of fuch perfons are not to conironl; they are
only to affjf vour determination; and if you fhould
find that they difagree, you will then find it neceffary
to enquire, whether any, and what means were ufed
to fecrete any circumftances that might lead to more
certain evidence. It will alfo be proper for you to
confider the ftate of health in which the deceafed had
beea previous to, and at the time of this unfortunate
affair: Whether he was well or indifpofed, and if
indifpofed, wkat medicines were preicribed for him,
and 4y whom. If you find he did get his death by
poifon, the next cafe is to confider, who gave him
that poifon. Where poifon is knowingly given, and
death enfues, it is wilful murder, and if he was prefens
when poifon was given by another, he is not an
acceflary, but a principal,
There are two ways, by which the Jaw confiders
a perfon as prefent in fuch cafes; there is an affual
and a confiruilive prefence. To be attually prefent,
_is to be in the room with, and within fight of the
perfon, when the poifon is adminiftered. To be con-
Jruftively prefent, is to be in the houfe, knowing and
affenting to what is done. There are cafes, in which
a man may be an hundred miles off, and give poifon
_to another tc adminifter to a third, there the perfon
who unfortunately adminifters the poifon, if ignorant
of the intention, 75 mot guilty, but the perfon who
gave it for that purpofe, though at fo great adiftance,
is guilty of murder,
I will here mention one cafe, in which a perfon.
gave poifon to another to adminifter to a third, but
- the perfon to whom he gave it for that purpofe,
knowing as well as he did, that it wag poifon, then
it was determined “that the perfon who fo gave it,
was not a principal, but anacceflary before the faii.
I muft obferve to you, that if an zanocent medicine

s changed for a noxions one by fubftitution, he whe
- changes
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changes it is'guilty of murder if the perfon dies. If
the indi@tment fhould ftate that the deceafed died by
any particular poifon, dand it fhould appear upon
enquiry, that he died of another fort of poilon, 1 am
to inform you, that the difference 1§ immaterial with
refpect to the law, it being held fufficient, in fuch
cafe, that the deceafed was poifoned. It is proper
t0 rematk t60 you, that the crime of murder, by
means of poifon, has ever been confidered as the moft
-odious of all crimes, as it is a fpecies of murder of a
kind that implies a peculiar premeditation, and in
former times was held of fo horrid a nature, that the
perfons found guilty of it were boiled to death in
water or in lead, though at prefent the crime and
punithment ftand undiftinguithed.

But whilft I am thus defcribing the odious and
horrid nature of this fpecies of murder, it is neceflary
to caution you againft applying your deteftation of
. the crime itfelf to the perign accufed of it. It is not
your place to enquire into the immediate guilt or in-
nocence, It is for you merely to enquire whether
there is fufficient ground of fufpicion to put him on
his trial, and call on him to prove his innocence.

There are two other cafes of murder to come alfo
before you, on which it may be neceflary for me to
fay a few words; the one is where death is caufed
without a direft a&t, or by indiret means, in which
there is malice implied ; as by ftarving, for inftance ;
or when a prifoner dies by durefs of a goaler, in fuch
cafes it is murder, Alfo, when a child is expofed to
the inclemency of the weather, and of conlequence
dies; or if a pauper, by the vexatious removal of
parith officers, dies of cnrd, being removed when in
an improper ftate, the law decides that chere is malice
implied, and the crime is murder. So, in the fecond
cale two men go out together, without any defign to
commit murder, though with an intent to commit
fome other telonious aét, and one of ¢hem in that
purfust fhonid kill 2 man, they are buth principals
; n
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in murders for the previous defign of committing
felony, carries with it the implied malice which in
law conftitutes that crime,

Two other cafes will alfo come under your cog-
nizance with refpect to a burglary and a burglarious
entry. The one is for breaking epen a houfe in the
night, and ftealing goods; this is common burglary.
The other is for breaking oper a hoafe in the night,
without ftealing any thing out of it; this alfo is
burglary, and the difference to be made between
them is merely in the form of the indi¢tment, which
will ftate the burglarious at to have been committed,
with intent to commit felony. In this cafe you will
confider the intention, and by that you will form
your decifion.

I have thought it neceflary, Gentlemen, to throw
out thefe few hints for your information upon thofe
cafes that appeared to me to require fome obfervation ;
agd I fhall be happy if you find them ufeful in direct-
ing your proceedings in the arduous duty to which
you are called by your country.

e e T A P R P R e e S S e S

FRIDAY, Mrch zoth.

At feven o’Clock in the morning, the Judge came
into court, but it was npear an hour before the jury
cculd be fworn, owing to an amazing number being
challenged by the prifoner, and the court being fo
crouded that it was impoffible for them to come
forward.

The prifoner being placed at the bar, the indict<
ment was read over to him,

INDICTMENT.
OHN DONNELLAN, Efqg; ftood charged with
- the wilful murder of Sir Theodofius Edward Alfiey

Boughton, Baronet, on the goth of Auguft 1780, by
devifing and intendipg to poifon, kill, and murder;
. felonioufly,
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felonioufly, wilfully, and with malice aforethought,
the faid Sir Theodofius, by having put, or caufed to
be put, placed and Ieft in the lodging room of the
faid Sir Tkeodofius, at his mother’s feat at Lawford-
Hall, in the Parith of Neubourn-on-Avon, a certain
draught containing two drams of Arfenie, which he
did mix, mingle, and infufe into water, and -after-
wards put into a fmall phial, of the value of one
penny, in order that the faid Sir Theodofius might
miftake the faid draught for an innocent medicine
which had been fent him for 2 falutary purpﬂf'e, and
thereby take, drink, and fwallow down into his
body the fame; and the faid Sir Theodsfius not knows-
ing rhat the faid arfenic had been fo mixed, mmgled
and infufed, did take, drink and fwallow dﬂ“n into
his body, the faid draught fo placed ‘and left, in-
ftead of the medicine whtch had been before preﬁ:rl bed,
by which means he became fick and diftempered in
his body, and did die on the zoth of Auguft; 1780,
- There were two other counts, one at common law,
and the other on the ftatute, he was hke.wnfe indicted
on the Coroner’s Inquett. .

~ Counfellor Dighy opened the profecution, by inform-
ing the court, that the prifoner, Fohn Donnellan, Elq;
ftood charg ed with the wilful murder of Sir Tﬁ'ﬂ:degﬁm
Edward A ﬂ.ey Boughton, Baranet, on the joth of
Auguft, 1780; to which be had pleaded Not Guilty,
and had put hlmff:lf on h:s tnai by God and his
Country.

Counfellor Howarih then addraﬂ}:d the Jury as
follows :

Gentlemen of the j"ur_y,

“* THE Prifoner at: the bar ftands charged with the
wilful murder of Sir Theodofius Edward A) ﬂaj gv oughtos,
Baronet; his cafe is of fo black a dye, that it exeites
the mdlgnatiun of all honeft minds, and the pature

of the prefent enquiry calls on you for your fober
' B and
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and difpaffionate inveftigation of it. Theé murderer
is not pointed out here, by any bloody marks, asis
frequently the cafe in crimes of the like nature, for
the dark bufineis he has been concerned in, can only
be traced by circumftances; but it is my dury to
jpoint out to you what thele circumflances are, and
you will, under the direction of a learned and upright
Judge, who will not fuffer any improper evidence
o come before you, find that the unfortunate young
gnan deceafed, Sir Theodofius Ldward Alfley Boughton,
was a young man of an antient and rdfpectable
family, and who, bhad he attained the age of 21 years,
would have been pofieffed of a confiderable eitace,
but on his deceale, if before the age of 21, the faid
eftate would in a great meafure go to the fifter of
Sir Theodofius, the wife of the prifoner. I will prove
to you ‘that the prifoner, for a confiderable time before
the death of Sir Theodofius, was frequently heard
fo fay, that Sir Thecdofius was of a bad ftate of
health, that he would not live long, that his life was
not worth a year’s purchafe, and by thele means
feemed to be preparing the family for the dreadful
.event that was thortly to enfue. Sir Thecdgfius, a few
days, previous to his death, Gentlemen, intended a
journey into Northampronfhire to Mr. Fonnereau,
:he had for a fnall fpace of time before, been troubled
with a flight venereal complaint, and was attended
by Mr. Poweil, an Apothecary, who, on the 2gth of
Auguft laft, made up an innocent prefcription for
him, and fent it over to Lawford-Hall, by cne of
Sir Theodofius’s fervants who went for it on purpofe.
The draught fo prepared was to be taken the next
day, which the prifoner well knew. —On the fervant’s
bringing home the draught he gave it to Sir Theodo/ius,
who placed it on a fheif in his own room, and then
went out with the fervants a fithing. At this time,
entlemen, the decealed was in perfect health and
Apirits, except the flight complaint I before mentioned.
Y ady Boughton and Mrs. Donnellan were at this time,
| walking in the garden, where the prifoner joined them,
| N N T B {avino
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faying he had been feeing Sir Theodfius fith, and had
adviled him to leave off as he would catch cold,
Now the whole of this converfition was a falfehood,
for he had not been feeing Sir Theodofius fith, nor had
be fpoke to him, by which I muft leave vou to
judge whether the prifoner had not fome interefted
views to anfwer, by telling Lady Boughton the lying,
artful tale he did.—About ‘three 0’Clock that fame
evening, Sir 7licadefius came home from fithing, eat
bis fupper hearrily and went to bed in perfect health.
On the pext morning about 6 o’Clock, he was
waked by bis fervant, and leapt out of bed to give
him fomething from his pocket; about 7 o’Clock
Lady Boughion got up, and cn going into her fon’s
rooin, the requefted to know if he had taken his
phyfic, he replied no, and requelted her to give it
him, which fhe did. Gentlemen, it will be thewn
you in evidence, why this medicine which ufed to be
locked up, was now left out open in Sir Theedofius’s
rootmn. Sir Theedcfius had once forgot to take his
phylic, upon which the prifoner faid, you fhould not
Jock up your phyfic, you fhould place it on your
fhelf in your own bed room, then you cannot forget
it. The draught which his mother gave him, he had
not half fwallowed, before he complained of its being
fo nauftous to the tafte, that he could not keep it
down, upon which Lady Boughton {melt to the bottle
and faid fhe thought it had the fcent of bitter almonds.
The decealed defired her to give him fome cheefe to
put the tafte out of his mouth, which fhe did and he
{pit it out again, he then rinced his mouth with fome
water, and {pit that out likewife; he laid himfelf
down, but had not been in that pofture three minutes
before he appeared much affeéted—Lady Boughion
thought it was owing to his being fet againft the
medicine by the naufeous tafte —fhe lefc him feemingly
rather compoied, but on her return in about ten
minutes, {he found the young man ftruggling in the
agonies of death, his eyes fixed, his teeth clenched,

e gk ot e and
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and foaming at the mouth; in thefe agonies he con-

tinued uncil his death, which was in lefs than half an
hour, as will be proved by her Ladyfhip whenever
fhe is called.—If you fhould find, Gentlemen, in
the courfe of your enquiry that this young man was
poifoned, it will be quite immaterial what that poifon
was that, occafioned his death; a young man juit
turned of 20 years, of a good conftitution, no dif-
order that could endanger life, being in perfet
health in the morning, and complaining of a draught
the moment he took it, with che {fymptoms that
followed after, will, I truft, make it appear quite
plain that he was poiloned.

The indi¢tment ftates arfenic to be the caufe, but I
believe it will be found to be laurel water, and it
will likewife be plainly proved, that the draft given by
lady Boughton to her fon was not the drzft compofed

‘and fent by Dr. Powell. Tleie is acircumftance

Gentlenien, and 2 very imporcant one to, refpefting
this laurel water. I fhall prove that the prioner
had for fome time previous te the death of Sir Theo-
dofius, ufed a St/ which he kept in his room, buta
thort time after Siv Theodofiug’s death this faid
ftill was filled with wer lime, for laurel water is of
that ftrong nature that nothing but lime would take
away the fmell, and to be more certain of the imell
being thoroughly evaporated he caufed the {aid ftill to
be put into an oven: now the vague excufes made by
the priforer for his conduét about the flill, will, as
far as circumftantial evidence can be allowed plainiy
prove his guilt, for what did be fay on the delivery of

this ftill tothe fervants toclean’ 'Why;'!lhavc been ufing
“ this lime to kill fleas in my bed room. Could it be{ug=

pofeda gentleman would fayor do this ? No, certainly.
Lady Boughton on her return into her {on’s room,
afterfhe hadleft him, as the thought a little compoled,
was furprized to find him ftrog sling with d.ah, and
fent for Dr. Powell and tie prifoner.  ‘The prifoner
arrived firit, and pray let me draw your attention to
: 2 what
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what paffed in the room of the deceafed on the -
prifoner’s coming. Lady Bowghton faid to him,
What draft has Dr. Powell fent? 1 have given my
fon that which T am confident, from its operation
would have killed a dog. The priloner replied, Damn
him why did he fend it, where is the bottle ? upon
which Lady Boughton gave it him, and he dircctly
poured fome water into it, rinced it, and emptied it
1nto the wafh-hand bafon.  Lady Boughton faid,
for God fake whar are you about? upon which he
took another bottle and rinced that for fear he had
b:en miltaken, as there were two bottles on the

fhelf. o
Sarah Blundell, a maid fervant fince dead, and
who, had fhe been living, could have given a very ma-
terialevidence, was defired by the prifoner to take away
the bottles from out of the room, upon which Lady
Boughton remonftrated, as it was improper until Mr.
Powell the Apothecary came, upon which the pri-
foner grew warm, and continued fo until Dr. Powell
came. = But pray attend to what happened on Dr.
Powell’s coming. The prifoner never enquired of
him what the medicine was that he fent, but on the
contrary, took great pains_to perfuade him that the
deceafed had becn out late a fithing, and had caught
fo violent a cold as to occafion his death ; and Mr.
Powellis fuffered to go home without a word being
faid to him about the bottle, or about what it con-
tatned, that he might clear his charaer; and the
manner 1 which the prifoner went abourt the houfe
during the time Sir Theodofius lay in agony, 1S not
to be accounted for ; for to cne he faid the foolifh
fellow had caught his death by a cold, fithing ; to an-
“other, that he died of the venereal difeafe ; and to a
‘third, that he had wetted his feet. Now ; Gentlemen
of the Jury, how could the prifoner know that the
decealed had wetted his feet : e had not been ffhing
with him, nor was he near him, altho’ he faid fo,
‘which I fhall plainly prove; and with refpet to his
feet being wet, Lady Boughton had prudence enough
Lo
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to examine his ftockings, and they were perfcf‘fly dry.
Sir Theodofius, be:ng dead, the prifoner thought i€
necelfary that fomething thould be faid to Sir William
W heeler his guardian, upon which he wrote him the
following letter :
% Hear Sir';

«“ I AM forry to be the meflenger of Sir Theo-
¢“ dofius’s death to you, burt he has been ill for fome
“ time paft, and under Dr. Powell’s hands. Lady
““ Buoughton and my wife are inconfolable, and join

. wuh me, &c. &c. |
«« JOHN DONNELLAN.”
1) h!S letter was meant to blind Sir William Wheel-
er, and it had the defired effet; it prevented him
from coming over to Lawford-hall to fee him, and
the deceafed was kept clofe from view until the time
his coffin was foldered up.—But {ufpicions grew and
fpread themfelves to Sir William Wheeler’s ears, upon
‘WhiCh he writes a letter to the prifoner in exprefs
terms, that he had been informed of Sir Theodofius’s
dying by poifon, and defired that the body might be
opened by Dr. Rattray, Dr. Wilmour, and Dr. Snow.
The prifoner dared not refift the requifrtion, and
therefore fent back a note, of his, and the family’s
approbation of Sir William’s requeft.—Sir William -
feat another letter to inform the prifoner that he could
not come over himfelf to be prefent, but defired him
‘to procecd.---On Monday Dr. Rattray and Mr.-Wil-
mour met at Lawford-hall, and the prifoner took them
into the parlour, and afked them if they had feen Sir
William Wheeler 2 They replied, No.— The prifoner
immediately fays, I have received a letter from Sir
William for you to attend, but he never thewed them
the firft leiter and only a part of thefecond, which pare:
did not mention the apprehenfion of pmfm, it only
fpoke in general terms, that the body was to be
opened, the letter the prifonsr fhewed could give no
light to the fubje, but inftead of teiling the Uoors:
the caufe of fuipn.mn he endeavoured to blind them.
They

-y




( 33 )

They aflked him why the deceafed was to be opened ?—=
He repllﬁd for the farisfattion of us all.— And they
finding the body in a ftate of putrefaction, not know-
ing th:: reafon why it was to be opened, and being
appiehenﬁve there was perfonal danger, from the
fmell, were fuffered to depart home by the prifoner,
without one fingle queftion being afked with refpeét
to their opinion. On the next morning Mr. Burkm:’f
a furgeon, came to Lawford-Hall, and finding that
the two gentlemen; who had been there had declined
opening the body, he. offered at all hazards to open
the body himfelf, for the fatisfaction of the pub-
lic :—But what was the prifoner’s condué here ? why,
the prifoner would not fuffer him to open the body;
under the pretence that Sir #illiam Wheeler had not
mentioned him, and that two of the Doctors that he
had mentioned, 'had declined it.—After Dr. Bucknell
had gone away, the prifoner wrote a fecond letter
to Sir William Wheeler, as follows:
¢ Dear 5ir,

“ Give me leave to exprefs what a heart felt fatis-
‘“ fation the receipt of your letter gave Lady Bough=
¢ ton, my wife and myfelf; 1 fent immediately for
““ Dr. Rattray, and Mr Wilmour, they came, and I
¢ gave them your letter to perufe, and to aét as you
¢ dire€ted, and ] am happy to inform ycu they have
s+ fully fatisfied us.’ |

Now did he give the letter which Sir William
Wheeler fent him, to the Doftors? No. The one he
fhewed was the fecond letter, a mere complimentary
one, excufing Sir William’s perfonal appearance;
befides, how could he write that the Gentlemen had
Sully fatisfied us?--What was afked them r—Nota fingle
queftion, and yet he had openly the daring audaucy
to write that rhey had ¢ fully fatisfied us.” “This very
affair, Gentiemen, fpeaks as ftrong as a thoufand
witnelles againit him; and 1 fhall with you to hear

from the gentlemen of the faculty, the ftate they
found

-
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found the body in when they did open it, which will
be an additional proof of the prifoner’s guilt.

The letter to Sir #illiam Wheeler, Gentlemen, then
goes on as foilows:
¢¢ Sir Theodofius had uled to take mercurial oint-
ment to dilpel a Jarge bubo, the fame as he did at
Eaton, but Sir Ttkecdofius was obftinate as ufual;
** however, lrecommended him to Mr. Powell, who
¢¢ ] believe, did all that man could do, but he re-
*¢ fuled both my advice and Lady Boughten’s, who
¢ with my wife, join with me, &c. &c.

¢ JOHN DONELLAN.?

This letter had the defired effet: it blinded Sir
William Wheeler, who thought, if they wete fatisfied,
he was ; but what was his {urprize when in three or
fourdays time hefoundthe body had not been opened 3
what does Sir William Wieeler do ? What every honeft
man would have done. He writes again and delires
that Mr. Snow might be fent for. Mr, Snow
arrives at Lawford- hall, and is told by the prifoner
that Dr. Rauray and Mr Wilmour bhad de-
clined to open the body, and he, like the two
others, is fent away without opening the body ; and
when Bucknell arrives, heis told that Snow declined
to open the body, and is likswile fent away on a fri-
volous pretence.  After all this, he fhll concealed
the body, and at the expiration of nine days had it
privarely buried, and then writes to Sir Wiliam
Wheeler another ietter as follows :

< :Dear Sir, :

¢ I refer you to Dr. Rattray and Mr. Wilmour,
* who were with the body., Mr, Bucknell called
‘ in, and faid be heard we withed the body to be
¢ opened; I told him, had you fent for him, he
fhould have been welcome., This, Sir, was on the
eighth day, and had not the body bzen foldered up,
¢ he fhould have{een it. The burial, Sir, is fixed for
‘“ today at three o’clock, unlefs you wifh it poftponed,
¢ if you dofend word over. |

« JOHN DONNELLAN.*

W

Ll

(11
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Between three and four o’clock the body was buried -
without being opened, and on the country people ap-
pearing alarmed, thebody was taken up and opened.
What the appearances were then, you'll hear of the
faculty that attended. It will be enough for me to
fay, that the opening of the body confirmed them that
were prefent that this unfortunate young man was
poifoned. When Lady Boughton and Mrs. Donnellan
were called before the coroner, and the circumftance
of rincing the bottle was mentioned, the priloner was
obferved by one of the Jury to pull her by the fleeve to
ftop her. Now, Geotiemen, let me afk you what
folly can account for fuch a tranfaCtion ? No art can
wipe it away : it fhewed hke the act of a guilty man,
On the prifoper’s return to Lawford-hall from the
coroner’s, he chided Lady Boughton for {peaking of
the bottle, telling her that fhe was not bound to
mention any thing but what was afked her. If be was
aninnocent man, why, in the name of God, would he
wifh to conceal any thing ; but he was at laft almoft
forced, when be faw no probability of getting rid of
the fufpicion, to write a letter to the aoroncr on the
jury’s lait day of their fitting, which was as follows :

To the Coroner and. Gentlemen of the FTury.

- ¢ Underftanding from report that a meeting is to be
¢ held today, [ hold it asmy duty togive you every
¢ information in my power, as does lady Boughton
“ and Mrs. Donnellan.  'Whillt Sir Theodofius was
¢ here every preparation was ufed by him to kil
¢ rars, he frequently boight arfenic by the pound
¢, weight at a time, and laid it about to deftroy rats,
« poifon fith, &c. we ufed frequently to-expoftulate
¢ with him upon the impropricty of his condudt,
«¢ and ufed to receive for anfwer, that the men knew
¢ where he laid it. 'We have not eat at table with
-« him for many months, nor have we eat of any
¢t thing he has touched. He ufed to make up balls
“ from a recipe in a book that he had, and the gar-

“ dener
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¢ dener informs me, that he has found fith which
¢¢ Sir Theodofius ufed to flic and rub with poifon,
pesec. Occ.

Now, indeffendent of this, you will hear that the
falts ftated in the letter are not true, and that the
prifoner was committed op the coroner’s warrant;
fince which time he has had converfations in gaol
with 2 man named Derbyfhire, to whom he has often
faid he thought Sir Theodofius was poifoned. Der-
byfhire made anfwer, who do you think poifoned
him ; the prifoner anfwered it muft be among them-
ﬁ:lves —On being afked who he could mean by them-
{elves, he r6p1ied, the family and apothecary. Upon
Derbythire’s {aying, I cannot{uppofehe murdered him-
{elf. No, replied the prifoner, I don’t think he did:
why, the apothecary would not poifon him, for he
would lofe a patient, the fervants would lofe a good
mafter, and it was unnatural to think that his mo-
ther would do ir. Since his confinement he has
written a letter to his wife, which, as it was not fealed
lff}l&ll, in the coyrle of my evidence, produce a copy
of.

I have mentioned thefe falts, gentlemen, which I
will prove to you, and the nature of the cafe calis
aloud for juftice, and that you will inflict that pu-
nifhment on the prifoner that the heinoulnels of his
crime deferves.

Myr. POWELL, apothecary, fwors.

Q. Whart profeffion are you of ¢

A. An apothecary.

Q. Where do you live ?

A. At Rugby, about three miles from Lawford-
hall.

Q. Had you, previous to his death, been employed
in the family ?

A. About two months.

Q. In what ftate of health was he ?

A. He had a vencreal complaint,

C
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Q. To what deoree ?
A. A freth complaint; not very high,
Q. Did you give him any medicines ?
A. Yes, fome phyfic ; I ceafed to give him phyfic
for three weeks, and then began again.
. How came you to give him fome again ?
A. Becaufe he had afwelling on his groin.
Q. What phyfic did yeu give him ?
A. Four dofes; two of maana and falts, and two
of rhubarb and jalap..
- When was ie that you gave himthe laft ?
A. On Tucfday, the 2¢th of Auguft; I fent him
fome before, on the Sunday.
Q. By whom did you fend them ¥
A. By Samuel Frofs,
. Q. How long before the lafe dofe was fent kad you
feen bim ? :
A. The {fame day.
iiow was he?
A. In great [pirits and good health.
Q. How was he on Sunday ?
A. The fame,
Q_Did you afk him how the medicines agreed
with him ? ' ‘
A. He faid it made him rather fick.
Q. Haveyouadraughtofthefamefortinyourpocket?
A Yes, | Produced two phials.]
What does it contain ? i
A. Rheubarb and jalap, nutmeg water, and {pirits-
of lavendar.
What does that other bottle contain ?
A. I'he fame quantity of rheubarb and jalap, but
no fimple water, it is compofed of laurel water.
. Was you fent for to Lawford-Hall after Sir
Theodofius’s deceafe ?
A. Yes; onthe Wednefday morning,
Q.. What meffage did the fervant bring you ?
A. He faid, Sir Theodofius was very ill, and he
was [ent by lady Boughton to fetch me. -
' ' Q. At
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Q. At what time did you get there?
A. About nine o’clock.
Q. Did you go into Sir Theodofius’s room ?

A. Yes; Mr. Donnellan went in with me, and
{ume maid fervants.

Q. Was lady Boughton there ?
A. No, |
Q. In what fituation did you fee Sir Theodofius ?
A. Nothiag particular ; there was no diftortion ;
he 'had ‘been dead ncar an hour.
‘Q._Did Mr. Donnellan afk you any gueftion 2
A. No; none.
Q. How long did you ftay ?
A, Ten minutes.
Q. Dud you fay any thing to him ?
. A. Yes; I alked him how he died ; he replied, in
convulfions.

Q_Did yeu fee the bottles you had fent, or were
they in thﬂ room ?

~A. No.

Q. Do you remember any other converfation with
Mzr. Donnellan ?

A. Yes, he generally endeavoured to make me be-
lieve Sir Theodolius had caught cold, which had oc-
cdfioned his death,

Q_Are you acquainted with Mr. Donnellan’s hand
writing ?

A. Yes ; I have feen him write,

[Letiers foewn cnd admitted ]

Q. 'What was the compofition of the draught you
fent Sir Theodofius, by Samuel Frofs *

A. Fificen graips of rheubarb, and fifteen grains
of jalap, of fpirits of lavendar 20 drops, two drams.
of nutmeg water, two drams of fimple fyrup and
one and a ‘haif eunce of fimple water,

Q. What was the effe@ of the firft draught ?

A. It agreed with him perfetly well, but the fe-
cond madf: him fick.

C2 Crefs-
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Crofs-Examination.

Q. Did it not occur to you to afk what time the
convulfions came on ?

A. Yes: lady Broughton fuid he was convulfed
almoft as foon as he had taken the draught,

Lady Boughton fworn.

Q. How old was Sir T Boughton ?

A. He was twenty years on The 2d of Auguft laft.

Q. How much would he have bLﬁn EI‘[IEIEd to
had he lived to come of age ?

A. Two thoufand pnunds per year,

Q. How long had Sir Theodofius made part of
the family at Lawford Hall? '

A. About Michaclmas, 1778, he came from Mr.
Jones’s to live at home. '

Q_iave you had ._-my converfation with the pri-
foner about your fon ?

_ A. Yes; he has fevera] times fpoke to me abuut
Sir Theodofius’s health.

Q_What were his expreflions? .

A. I told him I would move when Theodofius
came of age ; he faid, no, do not move from Law-
ford, fometl:mg may happen before’ the time he
comes of age, he is of a bad ftate of health, =
- Q_Did you hear how long Sir Thendﬂﬁus m-
tended to ftay in Nﬂrthamptﬂnﬂ'l!rﬁp '

A. No.

Q. Do yeu not recolleét Mr. Powell z"&ndmg the
bottle of phyfic?

A. Yes,

Q_Do you knuw where Sir Theodofius ufed to
put his phyfic ? o
~ A. Yes; heuledto lock it up in a room; but
" having once forgot to take it, Mr, Donellan advifed
him to keep it out open on the thelf, in his own room,

Q. D'd you fee Sir Thedofius on the Tuefday ?

A Yﬂ‘s he went a fifhing in the evening.

Q. Ware
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Q. Were there any of the men fervants left in the
houfe *
~ A. Yes; Samuel Frofs.

Q_ How long was you and Mrs. Donrellan in the
garden?

A, About an hour:

Q_Did Mr. Donnellan join you in your walk ?

A. Yes; he came and faid he had been to fce them
fifh, and had endeavoured to perfuade Sir T. to de-
fift for fear of cold, ~ '

Q. What time did Sir Theodofius come home ?

A. About nine o’clock he came home, eat fome
{upper, and went to bed, and afked my permifﬁc}n to
have my fervant to go and get him fome fithing
tackle. © About {feven in the morning he defired me
to give him his phyfic. I afked him “where the bot-
ﬂe was, he told me, there it is on the fhelf, get me
a bit of cheefe to take the tafle out of my mﬂu:i he
defired me to read the label; 1 did; It was * 4 pﬂrg-
ing draught for Sir T. Boug hsm". Talking to him | for-
got to thake the bottle; ht: {aid, pour it in again ; [ did
fo, and fhook and gave it him, it fmele Tike bitcer
aloes; he faid it was very naufeous and very
noxious. | |
~ Coun, Pray fmell that bottle whether it is like the
medicine you gave him ¢

A. Yes; ic is very much like the {mell.

Q. What was your obfervation ?

A. I firft gave him the cheefe ; he faid he did not
think he thould be able to keep it down : I gave himn
fome water and he rinced his mouth and fpic it
out; in about two minutes or two and a half he
feemed to rattle in the throat and ftruggled to keep
1t down ; he was in that ftate about ten minutes, and
then fcemed more compofed, upon which 1 left him
and returned in five minutes, when, to my aftonilh-
ment, | found him with his eyes ftaring up, his teeth
clenched, and froth running out of his mouth. 1
{eat for Mr. Powell and Mr. Donncllan ; the “pri-

TR et foner
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foner came up into the bed-chamber, and faid, what
do you want ? 1 have given my fon what I thoughe
was phyfic, that would if given to a dog kill him ; he
faid where is the bottle? I fhewed it to him;
he faid is this it? He took fome water, rinced the
bottle and poured it into the wath hand baion.

Q_Did you upon that make any obfervation ?

A. Yes, [ faid, whar are you about ? upon which
he fnatched up the other bottle and rinced that, and
then he faid he did it to tafte it.

Q_Did he tafte the firft bottle ?

A. No.

Q. Did any fervants come up ?

A. Sarah Blundell and —— Palmer.

Mr. Donnellan defired Sarah Blundell to carry
down the phyfic, bottles and bafon, but I ftopt her;
he then told her to take the clothes away and clean
the room, and upon my back being turned, he puit
the bottles into Sarah Blundell’s hand again, who
took them away.

Q. Was Sir Theodofius then dead ?

A.He was nearly dead; one of the fervants was wiping
off the froth, and his [’mmach heaved. Some time after
Mr. Donnellan and my daughter were together in
the parlour. Mr. Doanellan faid to his wife, your
nmthf:r has been pleafed to take notice of my walhing
the bottles; and I thould not have known what to fay
if I had not put my finger in to tafte, upon which I
turned to the window, and he again repeated it, and
rang the bell, and defired that Will, the “coachman,
might come up ; he faid, Will, do you remember my
going out this morning through the iron gate about
{feven o’clock ? 1 have not bzen on the other fide of
the houfe this morning; youu remember I came and
afked for my horfe. The man replied yes. Then
fays he, ynu are my evidence.

Q. Do you remember fecing a letter from Sir Wil-
liam Wheeler ?

A. Yes,

Q. Did
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Q. Did you ftate any objeltions to the anfwer to it ?
A. Yes, but did not explain them to him.
. Was Mr, Donnellan prefent at the examination

Before the Coroner 2 |

A, Yes.
. Did you mention there the circumftance nf

waﬂ1mg the bottle ?

A. Yes, and on my return home he faid you have
no occafion to fay any thing about the bottle, you are
to fpeak only what is afked you. When the ftockings
were taken from the bed fide, he faid here take them
away, the feet are wet, and he has caught his death
of cold. '

Did you and family eat out of the fame difh
as he did generally ?

A. Yes, but Mr. Donnellan defired me not to
drink out of the fame cup, as Sir Theodofius was af-
flicted with venereal complaints, and it would be better
not to eat the bread he touched.

Crofs- Examination.

Q. Did you notgo upon a vifit to Captain. Don-
nellan amd his wife at Bath ?

A, Tex.

Q. How long before the death of your fon did
Captain Donncllan mention to you that he was in
an 1ll ftate of health ?

A. About a month, or fo.

. Had you not apprnzcd Captain Donnellan and
his wife before, that your fon was in a bad ftate of
health, and that his fine complexion was gone ?

A. Yes, In November 1;778.

Q. Do you recolleét a quarrel between Sir The-
odofius an' a gentleman at Bath?

- R

Q. Did he not quarrel at' Rugby once ?

8 Tes.

Q. Did you not pray ofC‘aptam Donneilan to gu
and prevent it ?

R Yew _
Q_ Did
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Q. Did he npt go and prevent any mifchief ?

Yes.

Q. Had he not another quarrel at Daventry, and
did not Mr. Donnellan {ave him ? '

A. I believe he did. :

Q. Whar time did your Ladyfhip rifc on the 3oth
of Avguft?

A. About feven o’clock.

Q,, Was Mr. Donnellan gone to bed before Sir
Theodoflius returned ? :

A. I believe he was.

Q. Was not Sir Theodofius and the prifoper to
have rode out the next moraning ?

A. Yes.

(Q. Then when you went out of bis room to the
prifoner, and he afked you if Sir Theodofius was
ready, how came it you did not mention his being
convulfed ?
~ A. Becaufe T thought it would go off.

Q. Did you before the Coroner mention about Mr.
Donnellan faying, it 1 had not dipped my finger into
the bottle I thould not have known what to fay ?

A Yes, 1 think I did.

. Pray what was the analogy of the converfation
berween Mr. Donnellan and his wife, that he inftantly
rung for the coachman '

A. Iden’t know.

). Was the circumftance of the prifoner’s giving
Sarah Blundell the bottle a fecond time, mentioned to
the Coroner ?

A. I don’t recollect. ;

Q. Has not your fon fent for a pound of arfenic at
a time ?

A. Yes, he has to poifon fifh and rats.

Q. Have you ever heard your fon mention any
thing of Captain Donnellan’s behaviour to him e

A. They did not agree together.

From the Fadge. Q. When Captain Donneilan

- mentioned
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-mentioned to his wife, did he feem to fpeak in an
angry tone of voicé?
«A, I don’t know. _

CATHERINE AMOS, Sworn.

Q. Wasyou at Lawford-Hall when Sir Thecdofius
‘Boughton died ?

A. Yes, I lived there as cook, and was called up
ftairs by Sarah Blundel, to wipe the froth from his
mouth ; he did-not ftir hand or foot, but his ftomach
heaved very much; ke goggled very much in his
throat. I then went down-{tairs, and in about half
an hour, | faw Captain Donnellan, who faid to me, it
was very filly that Sir Theodofius had ftaid out fo
Jate a fithing, as he had been taking phyfic before
‘that time.

Q. id you fee Mr. Donnellan the day the body
was UPEﬂEd ?

. Yes, and he faid there was nothing the matter,
,nnif a blood veffel was broke.

Q’reﬂmﬂ from the Fudze, Did Sir Theodofius fpeak
.any thing after he pad taken the bottle ?

A. Nothing :—he lay down,

Q_ Ld you receive any thing from Captair Don-
ynacklaa foon after Sir Theodofius’s death?

A. Yes, aftill to f:lrjvr in an oven, which I did,

Rey. Mr. NTWSON, Swarn.

Q. Did you fee Captain Donnelian ot Lawford-
JFiall?

A. Yes, a few days previous to the ﬂath of Sir
Theodoﬁus when he told me that Sir Theodofius
shad taken o much mercury, his blood was 2 mafs of
~mercury and corruption, and had at thattime a large
fwelling in'his groin, which they were endeavouring
to bring toa head; that they were feaiful of its get-
ting into his head, as he had frequent fwellines in
his throat, his breath was cffenfive, and his inteliets
-were fo much impaired that he fearce knew. how to live
‘with him. Upon which I replied, then his life 1s not
worth two years purchafe. He anfwered, no ? not one,

: | D I then
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I then afked_what advice he had, he faid Mr. Powell ;
and he had his medicines mixed up from a prefcriptiop
of Mr. Carr, at Northampton.

Q. Had you any reafon te think from appearance
that Sir Theodcfins was not in health ?

A. No, he looked very well, and was in great {pirits.

Do you know upon w hat terms Captam Don-
mellan and Sir Theodofius lived ?

A. No, I do not.

Mr. William CARR, Surgecn, at N&: thampton.

Q. Did you attend Sir Theodofius ?

A. Yes, but he was not difordered, he only
a fmall wart on the glands of the penis. lgave him
only a prefcription for a lotion, - but never prefcribed
for a medicine inwardly.

Dr. RATTRAY, Surgeen, Couventry.

On the -4th of September I received a note nok
figned, defiring I would come, and bring Mr. Wil -
mnur with me 10 open the body of Sir Thendofus

Q. Did you go?

A - ¥es,

Q. Who did you fee ?

A. Caprain Dc}nne]]an who direCtly faid tome,
have you feen Sir William Wheeler, | replied no,
but I expect him here; the coffin was ordered to be
unfoldered while we received fome refre(hment.

Q. Did you fee any letter of Sir William Wheeler
at that rime ?

A. Yes, he l"hﬁﬁr;d me one, and only read one
fentence from‘it, and Captain Donpellan faid. gcn[h.-
men, you will E.y_uﬁ. me, upon which we went up,
and Mr. Wilmour faid thE body was to2 bad to open,
upon which we agréed to go away without opening
the body, as Captain Donnellan faid the body was
only menat to be opened for the fuisfaction of the
family.

Q_ Did Captain Donnellan mention any thing of
1o oifon ?

A. No.

‘ Q. When
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Q. When did you go to Lady Boughton’s again®

A. On the gth of September I received a letter, and
went, where I found Mr. Snow and Mr. Wilmour in
the Church-yard, .3 g .

Q. How did the body then appear? |

The body appeated fwoln, the face extremely black;
the tongue protruding beyond the teeth, and turned
up towards the nofe ; the blacknefs diminifthing as it
went towards the breaft ; the bedy was fpotted in feve-
ral parts. We next proceeded to open the body,
and the fat appeared to be in a diffolving ftate, the
cavity of the lower belly, and the fmaller arch.of the
ftomach appeared inflamed. Th opening the cheft; the
heart appeareed to be in a natbral ftate ; the lungs aps
peard red and fpotred, and oa the back part the blood
was fettled of a deep red or purple tolour., The dia-
plirgam the blood was fettled in the like manner . The
kidneys appeared black and tender, as did the liver..

Q. What was your opinion of the body, when
you thus faw it ? | _

A. Ido firmly believe that the draft mentioned by
T:ady Botghton, by the fymptons that followed, was
the occafion of his death.

Q. Smell tothat bottle, A. The liquid is Jaurel water.

Q. Would the medicine prefcribed by Mr. Powell
produce any fuch fymptons?

A. No, itis perfettly innocent.

Q. Have you made any experiments of laurel water?

A. Yes, in company with Mr. Wilmour. T did
upoh amiddle fized dog, who dropt down dead in
half an hour.

The next was to an aged mare at fepeated intervals,
about one pint and half, who inftantly precipitated
to the ground, where fhe lay and Kicked, her eyes
rolled; fhe gulphed, and in about fifteen minutes fhe
expired. We then gave a cat 2bout a fpoonful of
laurel water, and fhe died in a few minutes.
~ This week I gave about a pint w0 an aged mare,
lut the firft horn full fhe dropped to the ground—ihe

Dz ¢ndeavoured

e — -
e —
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endeavoured to raife herfeif vp on her hinder parts—
we gave ber another horn, and fhe dropt—dicd great-
ly convulfed in twenty eight minutes—afier fhe was-
dead the body heaved—All the bodi-s 1 have feen
opened have a violent diftention of the nerves full of
bloud. :
Q. Do you know of any medicine that {mells like:
laurs! water ?
AN
Q_ Does it:fmell like bitter aloes »
Y YEsu |
Q. “Was the quantity of liquid ina phial of laurel:
water fufficient te kill a human body ?
A. Yes.
Q_ Then do you think Sir T. was poifoned ?"
A. Yes, as far as one may be allowed to form-
appearances-after death,
- Ciofs Examination.
Q. Thenyou fay that after a body was fo long:
dead, it was impofible to teli? '
A. No, by no means, . the analogy between the
bories and the body were much alike.
(2 Was you het deterred from opening the body
by a naucfous fmell ?
A. Yes, as we did not hear of any purpofe it was
to anlwer. '
Q.. Did you -not undertake to acquaint Sir Wm.
Wheeler with the {fame ? : .
A. Mo, but as I went away Mr. Donnellan faid;
fhall you fee Sir W.. Wheeler ? — | replied, not thar:
I know of—On the 6th of September [ faw Sir W..
Wheeler at the Black Dog ~— Ou ihe gth of Sep-
tember I faw the body again. $
Q. Does not five or fix days in the heat of fummer
cauie putrefaction to grow very faft ?
A. Yes, but the body was i that peint far better
than F thoughe for, |
Q. Did vou and Mr. Wilmour agreein refpet to
~your opinion of thie body?
o o
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A Yes, in general, but I was rather a novice be=
fore the Coroner, not being ufed to a thing of the
kind.

Q. Have you been much ufed to anatomical dlf--
feCtions ?

A. Yes, as much as perfons in general are that
are not enurely bred to anatomy. ;

Q:_Did you well cbferve the ftomach afterdiffection 2

A. Yes, there appeared about one ipoonful and
half of flimy matter, but not gritty that I perceived.

Q_ What are the figns of inflammation ?

- A. A red appearance : we took out the {tomacn,
and the liquor that iffued qut was of fuch a ftench;.
that we did not purfue it.

Q. Was you not at the time of ‘the Coroner’s In-
quet’t of opinion, that the bhd}' was pmfuned by
arlenic #

K. Xes.

Q_’ Then you think you were miftaken then ?

i Wes; |

Q Thea why may not you be miftaken allo now %

A. Becaufe from what Lady Boughton faid, lau-.
rel water feems much more the cafe.

Q. Might not the burfting of a blood veffel ocea-
fioned, by being made fick, bring on convulfions? o

e Nes, :

Q. Do not perfons who die of an epilepfy or apﬂw
plexy have the fame fymptoms?

A. No, I by no means think the fymproms ahke :
which Sir Theodofius is faid to have had: :

Q. Is it not cuftomary when people are near dy-|
ing that they froth at the mouth ?

No.

EL Is it not common when any medicine is given
againit the will to animals, that they froth at the
mouth ?

A. Yes, but where poifon is given it always.
drives the blood as far as it can from the center af.
the body.

i T s T |
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Q. Did yeu friicli the liquor that came out of thd
body ? . L

A. No other than what I was obliged to do; and
which I then attributed to the volatile falt of the bo-
dy, butl felt an acritony on the tongue; ard in all
the operations I have made with laurel water, even
by fmelling to any open bottle; I have had the fame
acrimonious tafte. . | 5%

Mr. R. WILM®@UR, Surgeon: ¥

Q_When you went to Lawfosd-bail te examing

the bedy, what part did you fee ?

A. %)nly the face. i, % 8

Q_ Was there any mention made by the ptilones
or ;ny IEthfrr perfon about the fufpicion of poifon 2

. No. _

Q. If there had, fhouid *$ou have been fatisfied
in going away as you did ? |

A. No, 1 certainly fhould have had the body
opened, | |

From the Fudge. Q. You have heard what D
Rattray has faid refpecting the experiments made on
dogs and horfes, in company with you; do you agree
with him ?

e ¥,

Q. Do yoy think laurel water contained in 2 phial
of the fize of that the decealed took, fufficient to de-
ftroy human life ?

A. Yes, I am gonfident it would anyman in court,
in half an hour ; Epilepty is of two kindsy primary
and fiffematic. By the primary I mean that a man
may in the mid{t of life, as Julius Cafar did in the
fulleft health, drop down in convulfions, froth at the
mounth, and afterwards either live or die.—By the
fiftematic, 1 mean, where any {ymptom appears, as I
have fcen by experience, where from a fmall fymp-
tom at firft, an cpilepfy has been brought on, and
the cffe&t has been mortal.

Q. Do you know of what diforder 8ir Theodafius

die’,
A1
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A. I have heard the evidence of Lady Boughton,
and am confident that the death of Sir Theodofius
was occafioned by taking the poilongus draught ad-
miniltered to him by Lady Boughton.

Br. A S H e Rs’rmiughﬁm.

Gave his opinion that agreeablc to the evidence he
had heard of the fymptoms of Sir Theodciius’s death,
that he died of a poifon, and on opening the bedy
there was that kind of finell which is generally to be
found on the opening of animals, that are poiloned
by vegetable poifon, not mineral.

Dr. PARSO NS, Profeflor of Anatomy at Oxford.

Gave it as his opinign, that from the nature of he
conftitution of Sir Theodofius, he was confident he
died by taking the draught contained in the bottle gi-
ven him by Lady Boughton, and the {fmell of laurel
water was extremely fimilar to that of bitter aloes.
The draught given him as prefcribed by Mr. Powell,
containing Jallap and Rheubarb, would by no means
occafion any fuch fymptoms, as Sir Theodofius had.
Jallap difagreed with fome, 2nd caufed a heaving at
the ftomach, but nothing dangerous, he thought
the fymptoms of Sir Theodofius were more like Apo-
plexy than Epilepfy.

Crofs Examination.

Q. Did you never hear of a perfon dying fuddenly
in the prime of hfe.

A. Yes, there a variety of caufes which will bring
on an Epilepfy.—-Laurel Water is of fo dangerous a
nature, that I have known dedth brought on by taking
only two drachms.

SAMUEL BUCKNELL, Surgeon.

I went to Lawford-hall on my own accord, and
faw Mr. Donnellan who I informed that hearingof Dr.,
Rattray and Mr. Wilmour having been there, and
clined opening the body, | was willing to undertake
it, and open the ftomach for the fatisfaction of the
family, it he plealed.—Captain Donnellan mpliﬁq.

e, that
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that it would not be either fair or right to let mjr
perfon meddle with the body after two menfo emi-
‘nent as Mr. Rattray and Mr. Wilmour had dec! rm,d
it —therefore T went away withour opening the body.
—n the gth of Seprember I went again and faw
Caprain Donnellan, and afked him if he had feen Sir
William Wheeler ?. he faid no, byt he had received
a letter from Sir William MW heeler, and he expeéted
fome gentlemen of the facuity, but he ‘walt{:d tor
-Sir Willliaco Wheeler’s further orders.

1 went away, and returned in,about an hour, and

afked if Mr. Snow had been there ? Captain Don-

~mellan faid yes, he has been here, and is gone; he
‘has given the neceflfary directions, and I am very
forry you have given yourfelf fo much unncceilary
trouble 3 upon which I went away.
WILLIAM FROSS, coachman to Lady Roughton.

On the day of Sir Theodofius’s d:ath Capt.;un
Donnelian :ind my Lady was to have gone to the
“Wells to drink the waters.—eHe felt the girths, and
{aid, they are -faft, I believe Will.—He. faid Lady
Bﬂughmn was pot ready, upon which I then led my
JX.ady’s horle into the ftable——where my Lad}; fent
10 me, and faid, Will, go to Dr. Powell, and feich
him, for Sir 'Iheodoﬁus is very ill. "I replied,

my Lady there is no horfe left but yours, that,
fays fhe, will not go faft enough ——1I replied,
-the Caprain ‘is juft -gnnc out,—She faid, go fetch
him ; I did——and fome time after he cal!ed me into
‘the parlnur and faid, Will, which gate did I go out
at this morning p2L 5] rephed the iron oate, your
shonour. Upc}n which the Captain tyrned round to
his wife, and faid, there, you hear what Will fays,
-——h:: will be a.good evidence fﬂr me.,
¢ SAMUEIL, FRO

' 1 went to' Mr. Powe!l’s for a medlcme for Sir The-

e ﬂdﬂﬁus, on Tuefday the 2gth of Augufl, 1780, and

received itfrom Mr Powell, which 1 brought home,
'-b::tw&:n 5 :H'!d 6:3 clock, and gave: td Sir Theodofliug
him EH‘,
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himfelf, who put it in his room.—We afterwards
went to fithing, and Sir Theodofius fat on horfeback
to fee us filh, the whole time, with bis boots on. The
next morning 1 went icto his room, about fix o’clock,
to wake him, and get fome flraps to fix a ner on
a mare to go t Dunten a fithing, and Sir Theodo-
fius jumped out of bed and feiched them, with a
portmanteau, out of another rocom ; and he then ap-
Ppeared in a good ftate of health.
Crofs [xamination,

Q. Who was prefent when you gave Sir Theodo-
fius the medicine ?

A. His Giter.

Q. Did you fee Mr. Donnellan that evening you was
fithing ?

A. Yes, he was walking in the garden.

Q. Was not Captain Donnellan in bed when Sir
Theodofius came home at night 2

A. Idon’t know, Sir Theodofius did not come
home unil it was dark.

MARY LYON.

I lived at Lady Boughton’s uatil about a mont
before Sir Theodofius died. Captain Donnellan lived
there all the while, and had a ttill which he uled to
diflil rofes in, but whether he vied to diftil any thing
elfe 1 cannor fay, the rcom where the ftill was was
kepre locke.

‘RANCIS AMOS, gardener to Lady Boughto.

1 lived at Lawford-hall, and was out a filhing with
Sir Theodofius the evening before he died.
" Q. Was Captain Donnellan a fithing with you ?

A. No.

Q. Did vou hold any converfation with Captain
Donmnellan ? . :

A. Yes, the evening of Sir Theodofius’s death,
Captain Donellan faid, Gardener, now you (hall live
at your eafe » you fhall not be worked as you were1n
Sir Theodofins’s time.---1 have wanted to be malter a
long time, and now | am malter, and will hold ir..--

J Captaia
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Captain Donnellan a few days after Sir Theodofius
dieds brought him a ftill to clean, which was full of
wet lime, that the Captain faid was to kill fleas.

Q. Have you ever gathered any thing out of
the garden for the Captain to difti] from ?

A. Yes, I have gathered him lavender

Q. Does your garden contain any laure| ?

A. Yes, agreat deal, and bay-leaf too.

Q. Did Captain Donnellan fay any thing to you on
the moraing of Sir Thecdofius’s deceafe 3

A. Yes, he defired me to get two pigeons for Sir
Theodofius, who, he faid, was very bad, and would
die of that curfed diforder, the pox. I told him there
were no pigeons fit; and juft as I was {peaking to
him, Lady Boughton came out, wringing her hands,

faying, it was too late now, for Sir Theodofius was
dead.

WILLIAM CROFTS, one of the coromers ingueft.
I faw the prifoner at the time Lady Boughton was
giving ber evidence, pull her by the fleeve, when (he

mentioned the rincing 6f the bottle in Sir Theodofi-
us’s room:

JOHN DERBYSHIRE, 4 prifoner for debt in War-
2 wick goal, ' -
1 lived for above a nmionth in the fame room with
the prifoner, and in a converfation | afked bim, whe-
ther he thought the deceafed was poifoncd ? he re.
plied, he had no doubt of it. I atked him, who
could do ir? he anfwered, themielves, Who are
themfelves ? Why fays he,. Lis mother, himfelf, apo-
thecary, and family. T replied, Sir Theodofius could
not doir. No, faid he, I don’t think he would : the
apothecary could not, for he would lofe a patient ;
the frotman could not, for he would lofe a good maf-
ter: and it was unnatural to think Lady Boughton
would. He then talked of the covetoufnefs of Lady
Baughton ; faid, fhe had received an anonymous let-
ter the day after Sir Theodofius’s death, charging her
N : 443 ViR ¥ e with
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with the death of her fon; that the had defired him
to conceal the letter from his wife, and had afked
bim torgive up his claim to the perfonal eftate.
Crofs Examination.
Q. What are you ?
A. Thave been a reputable tradefman.
. Have you not failed twice ?

A, Yes, I have been twice a bankrupt, but I fell
fairly.

Q Do you know Sir Alexander Leith and M.
Pope ? .

A, 1 know Mr. Pope, but do not know; nor did 1
ever fee, Sir Alexander Leith,

Sir WILLIAM WHEELER, Bart. guardian to the
deceafed, fworn.

Proved the letters that had been delivered into
court, and the reafon of his wrigng to Captain Don-
nellan was, on Friday the 1t of September, he heard
of a 1ulpttmn of there being poifon given. The next
letter was the 4th of Se gttmber, where he propofes
to have the body Gp'“n <1, as Sir Theodofius was faid
. to be killed by medicine or poifon:

EDWARD ORME.

I received a letter from M. Roe; the gozler, di-
rected to Mrs. Donnellan 5 it was not ft‘aIL{ and [had
ruriofity enough to copy ir; I rook it to Rugby, and
there gave it to a perfon to carry over to Lawford-
hall,

Mr. ROE, goal.r.

T delivered a letter to Ormr:, whlch I received from
ghe fervant who waits on Captain Donnellan. _

Q. As the letter was notiealed, had you curmﬁty
enough to open it ?

A, Yes 1 did, and read it.

The evidence on the part of the profecution being
clofed, the letters which had been referred to were
delivered into court, and his Lordfhip informed the
prifoner, that then was the time for hm to make his
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defence ; vpon which the Prifoner defivered to the
Clerk of the Arraigns, a written paper, which was
read as follows :

PRISONERS DEFENGCGE,
My Lords and Gentlemen of the Fury.

Permit me at this unfortunate period of my life, to
ftate to vou, that many falle and injurious reports
have been induftrioufly circulated concerning me, in
the various town and country news papers, €ver
{ince | have been in confinement.—The reports have
been equally injurious to my honor, and dangerous
to my fafety. I have moft undefervedly laboured
under a load of prejudice, fuch a load, as I believe,
no man ever {uftained, or at leaft was ever tried un-
der.—[ hope, however, that the integrity and juftice
of your Lordlip, and the wifdom of you, Gentlemen
of the Jury, will relieve me from any effeft thefe
wicked afpeifions may have cavfed in the minds of
men, and do me that firict jultice which I have an
idifputable rig t to. When I firft married Mrs.
Donnellan, I did i1t at the defirc of her friends. 1 did
it on the moft hbeial principles. and in the moft ge-
nercus manner, for I bound myielf under fuch re-
ftrictions, that I could not receive even a life enjoy-
ment In any cfiate of hers, either actual or in expec
taucy, without her confent,

What inducement then could I have to perpetrate
fo wicked, {o cruel, and fo horrid a deed, as | ftand
charged with, when no advantage could be derived
to myfelf. We bhave lived together ever fince my
marriage in the moft perfeét harmony and friend-
ihip, and T truft that the manifold proofs of my
friencfhip for the deccaled, by having frequently in-
terfered in quarrels, and kepr him trom differences. -
that might endanger his perfon, will appear to you,
Gentlemen, that my conduct was not like one thae
would wilh to deprive anather of his life.

- |Imimediately
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Immediately on the deceale of Sir Theodofius, 1
wrote to his guardian, Sir W. Wheeler, to acquaint
_ him of the melancholy event, and in puifuance to the
anfwer I received, fent for the Doctors defired ; they
met, and the readinefs [ fhewed for the body to be
infpected, will, I am confident, fufficiently prove,
that [ was innocent of what I am charged.

I bhave to requeft, that you will not fuffer the load
of prejudice, that is gone forth, to aét in the leaft
degree againft me, but that you will with candor and
1n1pa1nallry, do me ftri€t juftice, as you would ex-
pect it yourfelves,

ANDREW MILLER, Pofi-mafeer, keeps ihe
Bear at Rughy.

In June 1778, there happened a quarrel between
Sir Theodofius and Mr. Wildbeore, and Mr. Donnel-
lan was fent for, and I think he then prevented fight-
ing, but it is fo long ago, Ido not perfectly remem-
ber the affair.

M. L.OGG A4 N.

I was prefent at a quarrel between Sir Theodofius
and Sir W, Millet, upon which Mr. Charters inter-
fered, and a challenge enfued. Sir Theodofius fent
for Mr. Donnellan, whf:r came and prevented the quar=
rel coming to any dreadful iffue.

Mr, HU NTER.

.- Can any certain chirurgical reafons be given for
the caufe of Sir Theodofius’s death, by the [ymptoms
mentioned by Lady Boughton ¢

A. By the internal and external appearance of the
difle&ion, nothing could be formed, except that of
the putrefaction.

Q. If an apoplexy had come on, would not the
{fymproms been ncarly the fame ?

A. Yes. |

Q. Did you never know any young man die of an
apoplexy ?

A. Yf:s, but not very frequent, Young perfons

mere
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more frequentlydie of an I'pileply than of an Apo--
plexy.

Q. Did you ever know Latrel Wa:er given to a
human perfon ?

A. No. l

Q. Did you ever try poiftn on animals 7

A. I have poifoned fome thoufands,

Q. Has poifon the fame effe@ on brates as it has
on the human fpecies.

A. Opium and Arfenic will act alike; od the hu-
man frame and brute creation. Itis a notion that
brandy will kill a cat, I have tried it; and have killed
many cats. Yet it is a miftaken maxim, for the feafon
is, that by being given conttary to the will of the
animal, the violent ftruggling againft it frequently
occalions fome of the liquor to reach the lungs, which
is the caufe ¢f the death,

Q. Had you been prefent at the diffcétion; would
you not have examined the inteftines ?

A. Had I been called on to give my opinicn on 2
matter of the kind, I thould have purfued my fearch
to the inteftines moft certainly, as the bowels are the
tract in which the poifon muft have worked, and had
the head been opened it would have produced much
greater fatisfaction, as a large quantity of extravafated
blood would have becn found, had the body died of -
an epelipfy or apoplexy.

Q. Docs it not frequently happen that where the
father has died of an apoplexy, that the fon has done
the fame?

A. In all cafes conflitutional difeafes are liable to be
hereditary, but no acquired difeafe can be communi-
cated to a child. 2 |

Q_Having heard the defcription which the other
gentlemen Lave given of the fymptoms before deathy |
and the appearances after, might not the fame fymp:
toms and appearances have been produced by other
.canfes ? | i Y ;

A. 1 have not the lealt doybet of it.

. | Crofi
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Crofs Examination. .

Q. Ts it cuftomary for perfons that are pot pOi.
fonea o froth at the mouth when dying ? _ |

A The healchielt perfons generally do froth when
dying, and heaving is produced by the ceafing of the
voluntary adtions. |

Q. Have you ever ufed laurel water to any ani.
mals ?

A. T have given it to dogs by introducing it into
the {tomach and veins, and it has produced deach,
but not fo fuddenly as defcribed by fome of the wit-
nefles.

Q. Do you conceive an apoplexy as a conftitys
tional diforder ?

A. Yes ; as conftitutional as any other,

Q_ Would nort laurel water have produced the fame
effects, as have been defcribed by lady Boughton and
the gentiemen of the faculty who have given their
opinions ?

A. Ican conceive it might,

(From the judge) Q. Is it common for young men
i health, and thin is perfon, as the late Sig Theodofius
was, to die of an apoplexy ?-

A. Thin perfons are not {o liable to apoplexies as
others, but health fignifies nothing,

Q_ Then, upon the whole, do you think that Sir
Theodofius’s death was caufed by taking the draughts
adminiftered by lady Boughton ?

A | feel myfelf in a difficult fituation. T do not
mean to hefitate or keep back the truth; but it is 4
hard thiog to fay; it might be from that, or from
many other caufes; the healthieft perfons are free
quently taken off quite fuddenly,

Here cloled the evidence tfor the prifoner, upon
which his Lordfhip began to fum up the whole of the
evidence thar had been given, which he did with oreat
accuracy, candour and impartiality: as the evidence had
been very long and a grear part of it technical he
defired i Council or Jury to fet him right if he

thould

e
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fhould by chance miftake any part of it. He repro-
bated the method of inferting in ncws-papers reparts
previous to a trial, as they unddubtedily were means of
prejudicigg people’s minds, but he ftrictly charged
the Jury not to pay any attention to the reperts they
had heard but adhere to the evidence that had been
given.

His Lordfhip particularly adverted to the rincng
of the bottles; the ftill being filled with lime the
prifoner having mentioned that Sir Theodcfius had
got wet in the feet; the letters to Sir William Whee-
ler, &c. &c. and defired the Jury to find, if they
could, anfwers to thofe fa¢ts. The indi¢tment, he faid,
pointed out that arfenic had been ufed ; that was per-
feétly immaterial whether it was arfenic, laurel water,
or any other poifon, if it appeared to them that the.
deceafed had been poifoned 1t was fufficient, the next
cale for them to confider, was, whether the prifoner
was the perfon who had poifoned him, and in cafes of
poifon a ftrong chain of circumftancial evidence was
as full proof as could poflibly be expected.

The Jury went out of Courr, and in about ten
minutes time returned with a verdict, That he was
GUILTY.

The cletk of the arraigns then afked the prifoner
what he had to {ay why fentence of death thould not
be paffed upon him, and on receiving no anlwer, his
Liordfhip arole, puton his cap, and addreiled him as
follows: "

Joun DonwnEerraw,

You now ftand conviéted on the cleareft evidence
that could be produced,of the crime of murder, which,
of all crimes next to thofe againft the ftate, the go-
vernment, or the conftitution, is the moft atrocious,
Of all murders, poifoning is th= moft horrible ; and
if there may be degrees allowed in that fpecies of
ouilt, ‘that of which you are now convicted furpafles
all others of the kind that went before yours, as
much as murder itfelf furpaffes other crimes. The

place,
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place, the manner, ind the perfon on whom yo
committed this murder greatly enhance your guilt.—
It was committed at a place where you had an oppor-

~wunity of friendly intercourfe with the decealed, and
was little expected to cominic an aft of fo horrid a
nature. But your ambition has made you commit
what every honeft mind muft fhudder at. You have
cut off the rifing offspring of an ancient and refpect-
able family. In the commiffion of this cruel act,
avarice feems to have been your motive, and hypocria
fy was your cloaki The greamefs of his forcune
has caufed the greatnefs of your critme : you faw him
likely to be in the poffeffion fhottly of an ample
fortune, equal to {upport the ancient dignity of his
family. You faw that his death would put you into
the enjoyment of that fortune, and therefore wicked-
ly determined to facrifice the devoted youth who ftood
between you and your ambitious defigns.

The blacknefs of your crime is the deeper flill from
the confideration that the unhappy youth ftood in fo
near a relation to you, and that you took away his life
under the treacherous mafk of friendthip, and a pre-
tended care of his health. The inftrument too, which
you made choice of for this detefted purpofe, isan ad-
‘ditional aggravation of your offence. It was not {uf-
ficient to facrifice the life of the fon,-but you muft
pitch upon his unhappy mother for the innocent in-
ftrument of your foul purpofe. '

~ The a& itlelf was not {uddenly thought of. It was
deliberated long, and the longer the deliberation was,
the greater was your offence. It was accompaniced
with fo many arts and fo much previcus caution that
it feeried to defy detetion, but from a fatality whic!
ever attends actions of fo black a die, and which I
trult ever will attend all the fecret defigns of murder,
circumftances have arifen that have brought to lighr
the guilt which you ufed fo much art to conceal.

For in moft cafes of murder Heaven generally

r 20ints
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points out a door for conviction, which the murderer
jeems to think fhut, | _

In your cafe there appears to be a peculiar interfea

rence of Heaven to bring the crime to light; for out
of the very extraordinary pains which you took to
conccal the offence, circumftances have arifen that
are fo fingularin their nature, and fo correfpondent
with each other that they have indubitably marked
you as the perpetrator of this murder. '

In a fact of fo fecret a kind, circumftantial evidence
1s the anly evidence that can generally be expefted ;
and in your cafe circumftances have appeared "than
which I will venture to fay no ftronger have ever
been known. They have perfetly fatisfied the Jury
of your guilt ; and [ implicitly concur in opinion with
them. In the detail of this evidence your letters to
Sir William Wheeler are none of the weakeft, They
are full of the utmoft deceit, and in them it appears,
moft clearly, that you have endeavoured to prevent
that refpectable gentleman from enquiring into the
caufe of the deceated’s death, and your rincing out the
bottles, that' nothing might be traced from them, ap-
pearsto me as plain a proof of your guilt as poffibility
could produce.  After you have been convicted on fo
clear an evidence, you cannotexpect to meet with any
thing but ftrit juftice here, but you will fhortly ap-
pear before an aweful tribunal, where the fecrets of
all men’s hearts are laid open, and however you might
hope to ¢lude the penetration of an earthly judge,
that Almighty and all-knowing judge, at whofe bar
you are next to render account of this unhappy fact,
is already acquainted with the inmoft devices of your
heart.—The education you have had muft convince
vou of this truth, and that during the fhort time you
have now to live, a deep contrition for your manifold
fins is the only means you have lefs to make your

s

peace hercafter.— May the Almighty in his utmoft

wifdom pardon you! -
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But it is my r.’[ut}r to pafgithe fentence of the law
upon you, which is, fﬁagr you, John Donnellan, 2e
taken from henc: to the place fram whence you came, ami
on Monday next that you be carried to the p!ace of execua
tion, there to be banged by the meck until you are dead,
wd that your body be afterwards given to the furgeons te
be di ﬂéﬁed and anatomized; and the Lord have Mercy
on your fou!!
* The gaoler direétly faid to the prifoner, Turn to the
Judge and beg your bcdy off from diffection ; upon
which the prifoner replied, It is perfeitly md:ﬁrem to
me what becomes of my body.

During the ‘whole of the trial, which lafted near
twelve hours, the prifoner ftood, to all appsarance,
gotally refigned to his fate.
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