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2 INTRODUJCTION of the

book, in which the public expeéted, from the
title of it, to find an hiftory of the particular
{feét of Hereticks called Flagellants, only con-
tained an aggregation of fafts and quotations
on the fubject of felf-difciplines and flagella-
tions in general among Chriftians (which, if
the work had been well done, might however
have been equally interefting) and a mixture
- of alternate commendation and blame of that
pradtice. :

The Theologians of that time, however,
took offence at the book. They judged that
the author had been guilty, in it, of feveral
heretical affertions; for inftance, in faying,
as he does in two or three places, that Jefus
Chrift had fuffered fagellwion againft his
will : and they particularly blamed the cen-
fures which, amid{t his commendations of it,
he had paffed upon a practice that fo many
faints had adopted, fo many pontifis and bi-
fhops had advifed, and fo many ecclefiaftical
writers had commended.

In the fecond place, they objected to feve-
ral facts which the author had inferted in his
book, as well as to the licentioufnels of
expreflion he had fometimes indulged; and

4 they



PARAPHR AST and COMMENTATOR. 3

they faid that fuch fa&s, and fuch manner of
expreffion, ought not to be met with ina book -
written by a good Chriftian, and much lefs
by a Dean of the Metropolitan Church of
Sens, a Canon of the Holy Chapel, and in
fhort by a man invefted with an eminent dig-
nity in the Church; in which latter refpeét
they were perhaps right *.

Among the critics of our author’s book,
-were the Jefuits of Trevoux; the then con-
dutors of a periodical review, called the
Fournal'de Trevoux. The poet Beileau, tak-
ing the part of his brother, anfwered their
criticifms by the following epigram.

Non, le livre des Flagellans
N'a jamais condamné, lifex le bien mes Peres,
Ces rigidités [alutaires
Que pour ravir le Ciel, faintement violens,
Exercent fur leurs corps tant de Chrétiens
aufléres.

# QOur author, who was rather fingular 1n the
choice of his f{ubjefts, had written another trea-
tife De taltibus impudicis probibendis, and another
on the drefs of clergymen, wherein he attempted
to prove that they might as well wear it fhort
as long.

B2 Il



4 INTRODNCTION of ‘the "

1} bidme feulement cet .abus odieux

Ditaler & &offrir aux yeux
Ce que leur doit tofijours cacher la beinfeance,
Et combat vivement la fauffe piété,
Qui, fous couleur d’éteindre en nous la volupté,
Par Panfiérite méme & par la péntence
Sait allumer le feu de la lubricilé.

The firlt opportunity I had to fee the Abbé
Boileau’s book, which is pretty fcarce, but
which I knew from the above epigram, and
other books that mention it, was about ten
years ago, in a town of Italy, where it was
{hewn to me by a Quaker, an Englifhman,
who lived there; not a Quaker, however, of
the common fort, that is, a fcrupulous ob-
ferver of the duties prefcribed by his fe&t; for
he wore laced cloaths, and played admirably
weil on the flute.

Having fince lighted again on a copy of the
ne book, I judged that its fingularity, and
e pature of the faéts it contains, rendered it
worthy to be laid before the public; and I
had the thought of drefling 1t in vulgar
fungue with the lefs relutance, as, conform-
ably to the confeflion I have made in the title-
page, I hvae not the honour to be a dottor

of

~
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PARAPHRAST and COMMENTATOR. 3

of the Sorbonne. However, I found, upon a,
more attentive examination of the book, that
the obfcurity and want of meaning of that
part of it which properly belongs to the au-
thor, who {feems to have been as defetive in.
point of . clearnefs. of -head as his brother the
poet was- remarkable for that qualifi cal:mn,,
rfndﬂred a tranflation, ampm&lcabh. yildc |
..The fingular, ;@ntgadiﬁmn, for mf’cance,
between-moft . of  the: cam:luﬁuns our author
drawa from the facs h;..rflates,- and the falts
them{elves, is (when!it ds poflible to, afcertain
the meaning -of fuch conclufions) really mat-
ter of furprife. The critics - of eur author,
who were fenfible of this. inconfiftency, had
derived .comfort from it, and hoped: that the
book would propagate but little herefy, fince
hardly any body could underftand 1t. . How-:
ever, this very manner in which our author
has compofed his work, wherein he contra-.
difts not only the fadls he relates, but even
his own affertions, fometimes two or three
tmes in the fame. page, leads us to the dilco-
very of his real defign in writing it, and clears
him from having entertained any views of an
heretical or dangerous nature, He only pro-
poled, it appears, to compile together falts

B 3 and



6 INTRODUCTION of the

and quotations which amuled him, and which
he thought would alfo amufe the public; and
he terminated them (or fometimes whole
ftrings of them) with feeming cenclufions and
random afiertions, in order to make the reader
judge that he had a ferious and even theolo-
gical defign, 1n making his compilation.
Another caufe of furprife in our’Author’s
book, is, the prodigious incoherency of the
faéts themfelves he has linked together. But
in this refpect, likewife, we difcover, after a
little examination, that his views were of a
perfectly harmlefs kind, and that this fin-
gularity - was not owing to any defign of his
own, as might at firft fight be imagined, but
only to the manner in which he proceeded in
his work. His pratice was, it appears, to
lay down, at the fame time, upon the paper,
all the fa&s to his liking he found related in
the productions of the fame author; and at
other times alfo, he introduced together, we
may fuppofe, all the flories and quetations
the difcovery of which he had made in the

courfe of the fame morning *.
A tranf-

* The fame manner of writing is alfo to be
met.
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A tranflation of a book thus made, was
therefore, as hath been above faid, impradti-
cable. And as a number of the faéts and
quotations it contains are curious, either in
themfelves, or on account of the authors from
whom they are extratted, I have at once en-
larged my firft plan, and thought of writing
another book with the materials contained in
that of the Abbé Boileau.

With the facts and quotations, therefore,
fupplied by the Abbé Boileau’s book, I have
undertaken to compole this Hiftory of the
Flageilants. With thefe materials, the quan-
tity or number of which I determined neither
to increafe or decreafe, I attempted to write
a book ; propofing to myfelf a talk of much
the fame nature with that kind of play which
{ometimes ferves to amufe companies of friends
in winter evenings, in which fets of words
in appearance incompatible with one another,

inet with in moft of the treatifes that were written
in England, France, and efpecially Germany, about
an hundred years ago, or more, when a mechani-
cal knowledge of Latin and Greek books, and
making compilations from them, was the kind of
learning 1n vogue.

B 4 are
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are propofed, and, without any of them being
left out, or even difplaced, are to be made
into fome confiftent fpeeches, by the help of
intermediate arguments. Such tafk I have,
as I fay, tried to perform, without fetting
afide any of the falls contained in the Abbé
Boileau’s book : only I have taken great li-
berty with refpedt to placing and difplacing
fuch faéts, as, without that indulgf:n_qie, the
tafk, on this occafion, was not to be per-
_fﬂrmfd. The work or problem,, therefore,
I propofed to myfelf, inftead of being that
which more commonly occurs, and may be
exprefled in the following terms: Certain ar-
guments i:’ﬁ’f??g\ gien, 10 find the neceflary falls
20 fupport them 2 was this: 4 certain number
of fuils, pretty well authenticated, being given,
to find the matural conclufions and inductions

which they fuggef?
To thls pamph:aﬁ: thus made on the mate-
‘rials afforded by the Abbé Boileau, and to
a few occafional fentences of his, which 1
have preferved, I have added an''ample
CGrﬁmEntar}', in which I have introduced not
only fuch faéts as either my own memory, or
other authors, fupplied me : fo that [Ihlfl: AbbC’s
2 . : b work,
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work, a twelves book, printed on a very large
type, has fwelled into the majefic oftavo
which is now laid before thepublic.. o
In compofing this oltavo, two diﬁ'erent
parts; I have performed. 'In . the Pq;aph_rafc
on the Abbé Boileaw’s work, I have, keeping
to the {ubjeét, and ip;’eferving as mqi:hh.,.as_ll
could. the turn of .my .Author’s : book, ex-
prefled myfelf in that flyle and manner,. in
which it was not unlikely a doctor of the Sar-
bonne, and a dean of the church of. Sens,
might have written: in the Commentary, I
have followed my:own inclination. Con-
formably to that which is often pradtifed oa
the Stage, where the fame player fills two dif-
ferent parts at the famﬁe_time, by {peedily al-
tering his drefs, I have, in, the prefent work,
acted in two different alternate capacities, as
I changed fides: in the text, Iated the part
of a do€tor of the Sorbonne ; and then, quick-
ly refuming my former ftation, I expatiated
and commented, in the note, upon what the
doctor had juft faid in the text,
~Thus much for the manner in which I have
accomplifhed this work. With refpect to
giving any previous delineation of the fub-
| {tance
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flance of it, it is what T find fome difficulty
in doing ; and which, befides, T think would
be ufelefs, fince T fuppole the reader will, as
readers'commonly do, perufe this Preficé'only
after he has turned the laft leaf of the book :
taking it therefore for granted that the reader
knows, by this time, what the prefent per-
formance is, I proceed to give an account of
my views in writing it.

In the firlt place, 1 propofed to myfelf the
information of pofterity. A period will,
{ooner or later, arrive, atwhich thedifciplin-
ing and flagellating practices now in ufe, and
which have been fofor fo many ceituties, will
have been laid afide, and fucceedéd by others
equally whimfical. And while the men of
thofe days will overlook ‘the defedts of their
own extravagant cuftoms, or perhaps ‘even ad-
miire the rationality of them, they will refufe
to believe that the practices of which accounts
are givenin this work, ever were in ufe among
mankind, and even matter of great moment
among them. My ‘delign, therefore, was
effeftually to remove all therr doubts in that
re[pect, by Manding down to them the flower

iy i and
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and choice part of the falts and arguments on
the fubje&®.

This book will likewife be extremely ufeful
to the préfent age; and itwill in the firft place
be b, the fubjeét being confidered in a moral
light.. The numerous cafes that are produced
in this book, of difciplines which offenders of
alb claffes, kings as well as others, have zeas
loufly infliéted upon themielves, will fupply
a ftriking proof of' that deep fenfe of juftice
which exifts in the brealts of all men; and
the reader will from {uch faéts conclude, no
doubt with pleafure, that even the offenders
of the highirank we have juft mentioned, not-
withftanding the ftate by which they are fur-
rounded, and the majeftic. countenance which
they put on, fometimes in proportion as they
more clearly know that they are wrong, are
inwardly convinced that they owe compenfa-
tion for their a&s of injuftice.

Being confidered in the fame moral light,
this book will be ufeful to the prefent age, by
the inftances it gives of correttions by which
different offences againft the peace of man-
kind have been requited ; the confequence of
which will be the preventing of {uch offences.
Slanderous wits, for example, to mention only

offenders
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offenders of thar clafs, writers of fatires, epi-
grams, and lampoons, dealers in bon-mots,
inventors of anecdotes, by reading.,gt"h;\ n-
ftances of difciplines by which fuch ingenious
paftimes have, on different occafions, been re-
paid, ,will paturally be led to, recolle&, that
all poflible flagellations' (to ufe the exprefiion
of the'Alguazil introduced in a certain chap-
terjof 'Gil Blas) have not been yet inflicted 3
and fudden confiderations like this, which this
book :will not fail to fuggeftito them, will be
extremely apt to check them the inftant they
are preparing to make their excurfions on: the:
reputation of their neighbours ; and by that
means the good name of many au.anncﬂ:ent
perfon will.be preferved. ;b .
Totheperfonsthemfelves who a&ually fuf-
fer fronpthe injuftice or wantonnefs!of ‘others,
~ this performance; will be " of « great {ervice.
Thofe, for inftance, who fmart under thé lath
of fome infolent fatirift, thofe who are difap-
pointed-in their expectations, thofe whofe fe-
crets shave been betrayed, nay, even:ladies;
treacheroufly forfaken by thofe who had given
them fo many aflurances of fidelity and efernal
conftancy, will find their misfortunes /alle-
' viated.
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viated by reading the different inftances and
fadts related in this book : they will take
comfort from the thought, that what has al-
ready happened may happen again ; and cheer
themfelves with the hope, that flagellations
will fooner or later be the lot of thofe perfons

who caufe their uneafinefs. '
Being confidered in a philofophical light,
this work will be ufeful to the prefent age, in
the fame manner as we have faid it would be
to pofterity. ‘'The prefent generation, at leaft
in this ifland, will find in it proofs both of the
reality of the fingular prallices which once
prevailed in their own country, and are ftill in
full force in many others, and of the impor-
tant light in which they have been confidered
by mankind. They will meet with accounts
of bifhops, cardinals, popes, and princes,
who have warmly commended or blamed fuch
practices; and will not be difpleafed to be
moreover ;c::luainted with the debates of the
learned on the fame fubje@, and with the ho-
neft, though oppolfite, endeavours, of a Cere-
brofus and a Damian, a Grerzer and a Gerfon.
To the critical reader this book will likewife
be ferviceable, by giving him an infight into
the
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the manner of the debates and arguments, and
into the turn of the erudition, of foreign Ca-
tholick divines, at the fame cime that the in-
formation will be conveyed to him amidft
other objeéts that will perhaps better amule
him: to fecure this advantage, I have, as much
as I could, preferved the appearance of our
Author’s book, ufing, for that purpofe, the
titles of feveral. of his chapters; only taking
care to keep more to the fubject than himfelf
had done.

To the fame critical reader this performance
will alfo recommend itlelf, by the numerous
paffages from certain books which it gives
him an opportunity to perufe. And the ge-
nerality of readers will not be difpleafed to
meet with 2 number of fhert fpecimens of the
ftyle of feveral authors whofe works they ne-
ver would have read, though they were once
confpicuous on the particular lire which they
followed, and to be thus brought to fome
flight acquaintance with St. Auftin, St. Jerom,
and Tertullian, of whom they knew only the
names, and with St. Fulgentius, and Peter
Chryfologus, of whom they knew nothing
at all. _

In
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In fine, to thefe capital advantages, poffef-
{fed by this work, I have endeavoured to add
the important one of affording entertainment;
for, entertainment is a thing which is not by
any means to be defpifed in this world. In
order the better to attain this end, I have avoid-
ed offending againft decency or religion; I
had of myfelf too little inclination to be witty
a: the expence of either, efpecially the latter,
to avail myfelf of the opportunities which
the fubje€t naturally offered; and I fhould
think it a great praife of this book, if I were
hereafter informed, that the graver clafs of
readers have read with pleafure the lefs ferious
part of it, and that the other clafs have gone
with pleafure likewife through that part which
is lefs calculated for amufement.

THE
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FLAGELLANTS,
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The fubfiance of the reafons given by the Abbé
Boileau, for writing bhis Bock. He feems to :
bave been of opinion that voluntary flagella-
tions were no very antient praclice.

AM not, I confefs, without fear that the
defign I have formed of tracing the origin
*A
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of thofe Flagellations which have in procefs
of time been introduced among Chriftians,
will be looked upon as a rafh undertaking,
and that I may be accufed of having, in that
refpect, fallen into the errors of the Proteft-
ants, whether Lutherans, or Calvinifts.

In faé&t, thofe two Sects, under pretence of
fhewing their obedience to the commands of
God, who orders the Ifraelites #oz f0 make in-
cifions 1n their own flefh for the fake of the dead,
trample upon all laws concerning Penitence,
extinguifh that kind of virtue which con-
fifts in reprefling the luftful appetites of the
fleth, and ridicule thofe mortifications and pe-
nances to which Tertullian advifes us to
fubmit,

Indeed, Tam far from withing to favour the
relaxed Doctrine of Heretics. That kind of
enthufiaftic fury which the Calvinifts manifeft-
eft, in the laft Century, againft the laborious
exercifes of the Monaftic life, rather height-
ens, in my opinion, the glory of the Catholic
Church. I think that the manner of the an-
tient Anchorites of Syria, of Thebaid, and of
Egypt, the purity of their virtue, and the
furprifing penances to which they fubmitted,
deferve our utmoft reverence, however impof-
fible it may be for us to imitate them.

7
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I have no other objett in viéw, on this
occafion, than to bring back thofe happy
times of the primitive Church, in which the
true Science of conquering luftful appetites
flourithed among our holy Forefathers. All
I propofe to myfelf, is, to tender it manifeft
to every candid Reader, that thofe methods
of doing Penance, which are in our days
called Difiiplines #, were unknown in the

happy

# The word Difcipline originally fignified in ge-
neral, the cenfurss and correftions which perfons
who were guilty of Sins, received from their Su-
periors ; and when Flagellation was to bé part of
thofe correftions, it was éxprefsly mentioned ; and
they called fuch Difcipline, as the Reader will fee
in the Sequel of this Book, ¢ the difcipline of
the whip,” (difciplina flagelli). As Flagellation
grew afterwards to be the common method of
doing penance that prevailed among perfons inre-
ligious Orders, the bare word difeipline became in
courfe of time the technizal word to expre(s that
kind of chaitifement: thus, the Reader will find
hereafter an inftance in which Flagellation, when
too long continued, is called “ the madnefs of
too long ditcipline,” (longioris difcipling infania).
And at laft, thofe kinds of whips made of knotted
and twifted cords, commonly ufed for the above

C pious
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happy periods of the primitive Church. By
Difciplines I mean here to {peak of thofe vo-
luntary Flagellations which Penitents infliét
upon themielves with their own hands; lath-
ing their own backs, or pofteriors, either with
fcourges or whips, or willow and birch rods.
A practice this, which, we are not to doubt,
prevails much in the Societies of modern
Monks and Nuns, efpecially among thofe who,
under pretence of reformation, have abolithed
their antient Rules, and fubftituted new Con-
ftitutions in their {tead.

But before I enter upon this fubject, I muft
inform the Reader of two fa&s, which it is
neceffary he fhould know, at the fame time
that they are undeniable, and confirmed by
every

pious exetcifes, have alfo been called by the fame
name; and the word difeipline has become in
French, for inftance, the appropriated word to
exprefs the inftrument of religious flagellation.
Thus, in Moliere's Play, called the Tartuffe, or
the Hypoerite, Tartuffe tells his Man, ¢ Laurent,
¢ lock up my hair-cloth, and difcipline, and pray
“ that Heaven may always illuminate you.”
Laurent, ferrez ma haire avec ma difcipline,

Lt priez que toujours le Ciel vous illumine.
' ARG o L e B

2
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every day’s practice, The firft is, that Peni-
tents, as we have above-mentioned, both in-
flict thofe Difciplines on themfelves with their
own hands, and reccive the fame from other
perfons, either wich fcourges, or rods, or
whip-cords. The fecond is, that thofe chaf=
tifements are infli¢ted on them, either on the
bare back or thoulders, or on the polfteriors:
the former method is ufually ‘called the wpper,
and the latter, the lower difcipline #,

Now,

* Sursim & deorsim difciplina.——All the Wo-
men (as the Writer of this Commentary has been
told, when in Catholic Countries) who make f{elf-
flagellation part of their religious exercifes, whe-
ther they live in or out of Convents, ufe the /ower
difecipiine, as defined above : their pious and merci-
ful Confeflors having fuggefted to them, that the
upper difcipline may prove dangerous, and be the
caufe of hurting their breafts, efpecially when they
mean to proceed in that holy exercife with unufual
fervour and feverity. A few Orders of Friars,
among whom are the Capuchins, alio ufe the Jower
kind of ‘difcipling ; but for what reafon the Com-
mentator has not been as yet informed.

Perhaps it will be afked here, how Priefts and
Confeflors have been able to introduce the ufe of
fuch a painful praE’Licc as flagellation, among the

C 2 : perfons
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Now, that this latter kind of Difcipline is
a contrivance of modern times, is what 1 po-
fitively

perfons who choofe to be dire€ted by them in re-
ligious matters, and how they can enforce obedi-
ence to the prefcriptions they give them in that re-
fpect. But here it muft be remembered, that Pe-
nance has been made a Sacrament among Catho-
lics, and that Satisfallion, as may be feen in the
Books that treat of that fubje, is an eflential
part of it, and muft always precede the Ah/o/ution
on the part of the Confeflor. Now, as Confef-
fors have it in their power to refufe this Abfolu-
tion, fo long as the Penances or Satisfactions of
any kind, which they have enjoyed to their Peni-
tents, have not been accomplithed, this confers
on them a very great authority ; and though, to a
number of thofe who apply to them, who care but
little for fuch Ablolution, or in cafe of refulal ars
ready to apply to other more eafy Confefiors, they
fcarcely preferibe any other kind of Satisfac?ion
than faying a certain number of praye:s, or fuch
like mortification ; vet, to thofe perfons who think
it a very ferious affair when a Contfeflor in whom
they truft, continues to refufc them his abfolution,
they may enjoin almoft whatkind of penance they
pleafe. And indeed fince Confefiors have been
able to prevail upon Kings to leavg their kingdoms

and
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tively aver. It was unknown, as I fhall de-
monfirate to the Reader, among the firft Chrif-
tians 3 and it is moreover repugnant both to
true Piety, and to Modefty, for feveral rea-
{fons which I fhall deduce hereafter. I pro-
pofe, befides, to fhew that this practice is an
offspring of Idolatry and Superftition ; that it
ought to be banifhed from among Chriftians
as an erroneous and dangerous exercife; and
that it has only been introduced into the Chrif-
tian Church by ignorant perfons, under the
{pecious appearance of Piety and more per-
fect Mortification.

Painters, it feems, have not a little helped
to eftablith and ftrengthen the practices we
mention, by their pictures, of which Pope
Gregory the Great fays, in his Epiftle to Se-
renus Bifhop of Marfeilles, that they were
« the Libraries of ignorant Chriftians.” In

C3 fact,

and engage in perilous wars and croifades to the
Holy Land, and to induce young and tender
Queens to perform on foot pilgrimages to very dif-
tant places, 1t is not difficult to underftand how
they have been able gradually to prevail upon num-
bers of their Devotees of both Sexes, to follow
practices which they had been fo foolith as to
adopt for themfelves, and to praétife, at their own
choice, cither the lower, or the upper, difcipline.
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fact, we fee they have never reprefented any
of the antient Anchorites, without leaving
fome {pare corner on their canvas, whereupon
to place either whips or rods; inftruments of
which thofe holy Hermits had not probably
~made the lealt ufe during their lives, and about
which they perhaps had never fo much as en-
tertained a thought.

A number of able Writers in the laft cen-
tury have, it muft be confefled, alfo contri-
buted to bring into credit the practice we men-
tion. Confidering voluntary flagellations in
the fame light as they did all methods in ge-
neral of mortifying the flefh, they commend-
ed them, and procured them to be admitted.
My defign here is not by any means to quef-
tion the good intentions of fo refpeétable per-
fons, who held the firlt rank among the So-
ciety of the Fathers Jeluits, and were looked
upon, if I may fo exprefls myfelf, like {fo ma-
ny Heroes in the Republic of Letters: but
yet, on the other hand, I cannot be perfuaded
that it is unlawful to animadvert upon the 1.-
norance ard impudence of Painters, of which
Lucian fays that they were ¢ as licentious as
the Poets *3” and to endeavour, if poflible,

to
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to obtain from the Prelates of the Church,

that, fince pitures are the books of ignorant
Chriftians,

syvevBurse e TlomTee nas I‘gm$£m-;; The Greek word
wivBursg, ufed here, literally fignifies that Poets and
Painters are not obliged to give any account of
their ations. Horace has alfo expreffed a thought
of the fame kind with regard to them, in his Ars
Poética, ** Painters and Poets have always equally
enjoyed the power of daring every thing.”

Piétoribus atque Portis
Quidlibet audendi femper fuit @qua potefias.
A Piiy.iq, 10.

The complaints of our Author with refpe to
the loofe which Painters have been ufed to give to
their own fancy, when they have treated religious
iubjetts, are well grounded; and perfons who
have travelled in Catholic Countries cannot but
have taken notice of the freedom that prevails in
their Church-piétures : hence a number of ftories
are related among them of Nuns, or other Wo-
men, who have fallen in love with naked figures
of Angels and Saints, and of Men who have been
led into extravagances by the paffion they had con-
ceived for certain {tatues, or pictures. As to er-
rors concerning falts merely, and faults againft
the Coffume, which our Author feems more parti-

C 4 cularly
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Chrifiians, no Fables and lies be reprefented
in them; and that fuch as contain notorious
fallehoods be banilhed from thofe Churches
and Chapels in which Jefus Chrift, who was
truth itfelf, is daily adored. At leall this will
be admitred, that truth has no need of the af-
filtance of falfehood to protect it: fupported
by its own {trength, it fets at defiance the at-
tacks of both Folly and Sophiltry.

cularly to allade to, in this Chapter, thev are
certainly very frequf:ﬂt in the works of Paint-
ers: even the firft among them, fuch as Paul Ve-
ronefe and others, are reproached with capital
ones. On this occafion the Writer of this Com-
mentary thinks he may relate what he himfelf has
feen in a Country Church 1n Germany, in which
a Painter, who had intended to reprefent the Sa-
crifice of Ifaac, had fo far availed himizlf of the
poteflas ‘quidlibet audendi, mentioned above, that
he had reprefented Abraham with a blunderbufs in
his hand, ready to fhoot his fon, and an Angel,
fuddenly come down from Heaven, pouring water

on the pan.

CHAP.
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CRETeA BT

No perfons, under the anticnt Law, inflicled on
themfelves, with their ewn bands, voluniary
Hagellations, or received them from the bands

of othér perfons.

LAGELLATION, there is no doubt, is
a method of coercive punithment very
antiently ufed among Men. We find 1t men-
tioned in the Old Teftament, n the fifth chap-
ter of Exodus : it is faid in that chapter, that
the Minifters of Pharach, who required from
the Ifraelites a cerrain number of bricks every
day, having found them to have failed in fup-
plying the ufual pumber, ordered them to be
flogged; and that the laiter complained of this
harfh ufage. _
V.14. “ And the officers of the children
¢ of Ifrael, which Pharaoh’s Tafk mafters had
€ fet over them, were beaten®, and de-
“ manded,

# The words of the Vulgate in this place, are,
Aagellati funt, which {ignify, were lafhed with rods
or whips: and in v. 16, fagellis czdimur, which
has the fame meaning.
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¢¢ manded, Wherefore have you not fulfilled
¢ your tafk in making brick, both yefterday
¢ and to-day, as heretofore ?”

15. ¢ Then the Officers of the children of
¢ Ifrael came and cried unto Pharaoh, faying,
¢¢ Wherefore dealeft thou thus with thy fer-
¢ yants £

16. ¢ There is no ftraw given unto thy
¢¢ fervants, and they fay to us, Make brick :
¢ and behold we are beaten, but the fault is
¢t in thine own people.”—Now, I think that
no commentary is neceffary to prove that the
flagellations mentioned here were not in any
degree voluntary on the part of thofe who un-
derwent them.

We alfo find mention made in Leviticus of
the punifhment of Flagellation: this is the
punifhment awarded, in the nineteenth chap-
ter, againft thofe who fhould be guilty of the
fin of Fornication. ¢ And whofoever lieth
¢ carnally with a woman that is a bond-maid,
¢ betrothed to an hufband, and not at all re-
¢ deemed, nor freedom given her, fhe fhall
¢ be fcourged ; they fhall not be put todeath,
¢¢ becaufe the was not free.”

The Hebrew words in the text, which are
commonly tranflated by thefe, fhallbe fcourg-
ed, are juftly tranflated fo ; though in the ver-

fion
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fion of the LXX. they are only tranflated by
the words, fball be punifped* ; for the punifh-
' ment

* The Hebrew words in the text are ;3
s ¢ the Greek words for thefe, in the LXX.
are, imigwomn fras zvros—As 1 do not underftand
Hebrew, I fhall not try to make any remark on
the above Hebrew words, but truft for that to the
fagacioufnefs of the reader; however, with refpect
to the Greek words that follow them, I think I
thould be greatly wanting in my duty to the Pub-
lic, in my capacity of Commentator, if Idid not
communicate to them an obfervation with which
thofe words fupply me, which is, that there is a
material error in the paffage above recited, in our
common tranflation of the Bible; for the Reader
may fee that the punifhment of {courging, in cafe
of fornication, is confined, in that paflage, to the
Woman folely; whereas the word avrei;, which
is a plural word, fhews that both the Man and
Woman were to be punifhed alike; and inftead of
JPe fhall, as our Bible 1s worded in that paffage, it
ought to be, they fball be {courged. This remark
on the above fingular alteration of the true {fenfe
of the Bible, to the prejudice of Women (fup-
pofing it 'is not an error of the prefs) naturally
leads me to take notice here of the unjuit difpofi-

tion
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ment ufed on thofe occafions was mflifted, as
the learned Varable obferves, with thongs of
ox-leather, that is to fay, with fcourges. To
this T think it is needlefs to add, that the If-
raclites did not voluntarily impole on them-
{clves the abovementioned fcourgings, and that
they never were fullered by any ot them but
much againft their will.

In the xxvth chapter of Deuteronomy, the
pumber of lafhes which Cffenders of any kind
were to receive, was limited to forty. V. 2.
¢« Andit fhail be, if the wicked may be wor-
¢ thy to be beaten, that the Judge fhall caufe
¢« im to lie down, and to be beaten before
¢ his face, according to a certain number.”

3. % Foriy

tion of Men towards Women in general, in all
that relates to the mutual intercourlz of the Sexes :
a difpefition that has induced them in modern
times to impofe humiliating penalties on-fuch Wo-
men - as are guilty of fins which the Men them-
. Afelves commit with the utmoft freedom, and thus
o eftablith a mortifying difference, in that refpect,
" between the two fexes, inftead of that amiable
equality which obtained betweernr them'under the
Jewith law, according to which the Man and Wo-
man who had committed together the fin of For-
nication, were lathed with equal numbers of

firipes.
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3. ““ Forty ftripes he may give him, and
“ not exceed; but if he fhould exceed, and
“ beat him above thefe with many firipes,
“ then thy brother fhould feem vile unto
SR \

Now, it is evidenr from the above paflage,
that the Ifraclites were very far from approv-
ing any cruel flagellations, like thofe which
Monks in our days inflit on themfelves with
“whip-cords filled with knots, or fometimes
armed with nails or needles ; fince they
were even forbidden to fuffer their Brother to
be too cruelly lathed in their prefence. Nor
was it the incifions made on the bodies of in-
nocent perfons before the altar of Moloch, or
at the fumerals of the dead, which God meant
here to prevent; He even preferibed ten-
dernefs to the fufferings of aconvicled offender,
though he deferved the firipes that were
infli¢ted on him. Therefore, if the law of
God forbad any cruel excels in the chaltifing
of perfons who were guilty of crimes, much
more did it difapprove that Men fhould un-
‘mercifully lath and flay themfelves with rods
and whip-cords. Indeed, the modern prac-
rice of lafhing and whipping one’s felf to the
effufion of blood, is by no means intitled to

our admiration. How could it be poflible
3 that

"
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that an unhappy Friar, who lives in certain
modern Monafteries, fhould not have his {kin
torn from head to foot, fince it i1s a conftant
practice among them to difcipline themfelves
three or four times every week, during the
whole time that the Miferere, the De Profun-
dis *, and the Salve Regina, are finging, with
a melodious, though flow, voice; and that
too fo heavily, and in fuch earpefl, that the rat-
tling of the blows refounds on all fides !
Several perfons, however, ftill infift that
religious flagellations were in ufe among the
ancient Jews, and draw, it muft be confefied,
{trong arguments from the words of David,

in

% The Miferere is the 5ift Plalm ; and the De
Profundss 13 the 13cth, which is none of the
fhorteft.

The finging of the Aiferere feems to be parti-
cularly appropriated, among Catholics, to regulate
both the duration of religious flagellations, and
the time to which they are to be performed, as we
may conclude from the above paifage of our Au-
thor; and alfo from a paflage of M. de Voltaire
in his Candide, in which he fays, that, when Cax-
dide was flagellated at Lifbon, by order of the In-
quifition, he was all the while entertained with a

Miferere cn faux bourdon; which is a kind of Church
Mufic.
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in Pfal. Ixxiii. 14 : “ For all the day long have
““ I been plagued, and chaflened every morn-
“ ipg*.” But if we conlider attentively
thefe expreffions of the Prophet, we fhall find
that they do not by any means fignify that he
lafhed himfelf with a fcourge every day, and
all the day long. Thofe ftripes of which he
ipeaks are to be underftood only in a figura-
tive fenfe, and they only mean thofe misfor-
tunes and tribulations which are frequently the
lot of the righteousin this world : and indeed
we fee that David exclaims elfewhere, ¢ For I
 am ready to halt, and my forrow is contipu-
€ ally before me. .
Befides, we are to obferve that St. Auftin,
a Writer of the higheft authority, paraphrafes
the above-mentioned paflage of Pf. Ixxiii. in
the following manner: “° I am never free
¢ from afflictions from God ; I difcharge my
¢ duty, and yet I am beaten, &c.”” Indeed
the above is only the rational meaning of the
paffage in queltion; and we cannot with any
degree

- * The expreflions of the Fulrate are, fu: fla-
gellatus, I have been whipped. The Fulgate of the
Old Teftament is a very ancient Latin verfion of
it from the Hebrew, correfted afterwards by St.
Jerom, which is followed in all Catholic Countries.
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degree of probability infer from it (as certain
pertens do) that the practice of fecourging
one’s felf voluntarily, and lathing one’s hide
with rods and whip-cords, was in ufe among
the ancient Hebrews, and that fuch a whimfi-
cal noticn ever eatered their heads.  Itis true
that Philo 1he Feww, and Eufebius of Cefa-
rea, relate, that the Effeans, or Therapeulce
{wheather they were a particular fe€t of the
jews, or are to be ranked among the firfk
Cartbians, 1s not clear) were celebrated on
accourt of the macerations which they prac-
tifed ; buc then we are intirely ignorant of the
methods which they ufed in order to mortify
themfelves, and we are no where told that
they employed for that purpole either gifci«
plines or whips.

Y er, this cannot be difallowed, that afier the
two Rabbins, Meyr, and Affe the Son, had
compiled the Babylonian Talmud #, that isto

o fays

# The Talmud is the Trddition, or émwrit=
ten law of the Jews, the Law of Moles being
their written Law. This T'radittenr has, in pro-
cels of time, been fet down im writing ; and two
different Collections have been made of it: the
one, in the Jerufalem School, about three hundred
vears after Jefus Chrift; whichis called the Ferufalen

' Talmud ;
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fay, about the 476th year from the birth of
otr Lord, new praltices began to prevail
among the Jews. Falfcinated, I do not know
by what kind of fuperftition, they began to
ufe, contrary to their former cuftoms, a fort
of voluntary dilcipline; though, we are to
obferve, they never inflited fuch difcipline
on themfelves with their own hands. Weare
informed of the above fa&t, in the Treatife
intitled Malkes, in the 3d Chapter of which it
is faid, that the Jews, after they had finifhed
their prayers and confefled their fins (which
were exercifes they derived from their ancef-
tors) ufed to lafh one another with fcourges.
John Buxtorf the Father, a Proteftant Au-
thor, in his Book of the Fudaic Synagogue,
printed at Bafil in the year 1661, defcribes
the above praétice of the Jews at {fome length,
and fays, That there are conftantly two Men
in every Jewifh ichool, who withdraw from
the reft of the Company, and retire into a
particular place of the room where they are

Talmud ; the other, in the Babylonian School,
five hundred years after Jefus Chrift, and is called
the Babylon Talmed. The latter is that which is
ufually read among the Jews; and when they fim-
ply fay, the Ta/mud, they mean the Babylon
Talmud. Eoas

D
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met ; that the one lays himfelf flat on the
ground with his head turned to the North, and
his feet to the South (or his head to the
South, and his feet to the Nerth); and that
the other, who remains ftanding, gives him
thirty-nine blows upon his back with a firap,
or thong of ox-leather. In the meanwhile,
the Man who is lathed, recites three times over
the thirty-eighth verfe of Pfal. Ixxviii. This
verfe, in the Hebrew language, conrains juft
thirteen words ; at every word the Patient re-
cites, he receives a lafh from the other Man ;
which, when he has recited the whole verfe
three times over, makes up the prelcribed
number of thirty-nine; and at every time hLe
{ays the laft word, he ftrikes his own breaft
with his fift #. This operation being con-

cluded,

# Puxtorf, the Author from whom the ahove
falts are drawn, is mentioned with great praife in
the Scaligerana, which is a Colleftion, or mix-
ture, of Notes, partly French, partly Latin, found
in the papers of J. Scaliger, and printed after his
death. Buxtorf is called, in one of thefe Notes,
the only Man learned in the Hebrew language;
and Scaliger adds, that it is {urprifing how the
Jews can love him, though he has handled them
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cluded, the Arent in his turn becomes the
Patient, and places himfelf in the fame fitua-
tion as the other had done, who then ufes him
in the fame brotherly manner in which the
former had ufed him, and they thus mutually
chaftife each other for their fins, and rub one
another, Buxtorf oblerves, like Affes.
Perhaps the Reader will be furprifed that
the Rabbins have limited the number of the
ftripes inflicted in the manner above-defcribed,
to thirty-nine, fince the Law of Mofes had
extended their number to forty; but to this
the Rabbins anfwer, that it is owing to the
peculiar manner in which the punifhment of
ftripes was infli¢ted in antient times. The
ancient Jews, they fay, ufed a fcourge made
of three thongs; one of which was very long,
and went round the bedy of the perfon who
was {courged, and the two cthers were a good
deal fhorter. Thirteen blows with this tbree-
thonged {courge were given to the Patient;
which, according to the Rabbins’ manner of
explaining the law, made thirty-nine ftripes in

fo feverely ; which fhews that he has been impar-
tial in his accounts. Mirum quomaeds Buxtorfius a
:TH leeis ametur, in illd tamen S _}'er;gagﬁ _'f:-:cfﬁgfr& s

valds pﬂjf;':'.-'a'_gff.

D 2
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all: now, if one ftroke more had been given
him, he would have received forty-two, which
would have been contrary to the law of Mofes,
which fays, ¢ Forty ftripes he may give him,
¢ and not exceed #,”’

* It is to be fuppofed, that the Jew Priefts had
been well freed for the above benign interpretations
they gave of the law of Mofes.
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e 5 - SR R s R

Foluntary flagellations were unknown to the firft
Chriftians. An explanation is given of the
paffage of St. Paul: 1 chaftife my body,
and keep it under fubjection *.

LAGELLATIONS are mentioned fo of-
F ten as eleven times by the Holy Writers
of the New Teftament.

Of

* As the difputes concerning religious ﬂalgeﬂaﬁ
tions have been carried on with great warmth on
both fides, the two parties have ranfacked the
Scriptures for paflages that might fupport their re-
ipeétive opinions ; and the fupporters of flagella-
tions have been particularly happy in the difcovery
of the paflage of David, mentioned in the preced-
ing Chapter; and that of St. Paul which is recited
here. By the former paffage, the {upporters of
flagellations pretend to fhew, that they were in
ufe fo early as the time of David; and that the
Prophet underwent a flagellation every morning :

by the latter paflage, they endeavour to prove that
D3
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Of thele, five relate to Jefus Chrift. The
firlt 1s in the xxib chapter of the Gofpel ac-
~ cording

{elf-fcourgings were praé&ifed by St, Paul, and of
courfe by the firft Chriftians. _As the literal mean-
ing of ‘t}'ic above two paﬁagcs 15 wholli-}r on the
fide l:rf thf.' fuppﬂrters of ﬂageliatmns, thls, as 1t
always 1 1"1ppens in cﬂutrmcm»:b of that kmd ‘has
given them a great advaﬂtwe over their ﬂp}}{)llﬁﬂta,
who have been reduced, either to plead that the
expreffions urged againft'them were dl-ﬂj"tu be un-
derftood ina figurative fenft; 'or to endeavour, by
altering the original paffage, to fubititate others
in their ftead. The latter is the E‘cpedient on
which our Author has chiefly relied in this chap-
ter, and he ftrives to fubftitute another word, to
the word vremizty, ufed h}r St. Paul when he ﬁicl,
he chaftifed his flefp; which is to be found in all
the common Editions of the Greek New Tefta-
‘ment,  And indeed it muft be confefled, that the
above word is of itfelf extremely favourable to the
promoters of felf-flageilation ; little lefs fo than
the words of Afaph, fui flagellatus (I bave been
whipped ) mentioned in the foregoing Chapter ; its
‘precife meaning being the fame as J braife or dif-

colanr with blsws : it comes ftom the word vzazio,

which fignifies a livid mark left under the eye by a
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cording to St. Matthew, v. 19; and in the
xxvith of thefame, v. 26. In the xvth chap-
ter of St. Mark’s Gofpel, v. 33. In the
sviith chapter of the Gofpel according to St.
Luke, v. 33; and in the xixth chapter of the

‘blow : on which the Reader may obferve (which,

no doubt, will be matter of agrecable furprife to
him) that what is called in plain Englith a black-
eye, was exprefled in Greek by the word vrumiern
Befides trying to {ubititute another word to that
attributed to St. Paul in the common Greek Edi-
tions of the New Teftament, our Author pro-
duces feveral paffages from Greek and Latin Fa-
thers, to fhew that they thought that St. Paul
meant no more than to {peak of his great labours,
abitinence, continence, &c.

The principal end of this Chapter is, therefore,
to difcufs the interefting queftion, whether St.
Paul ufed to flagellate himfelf: and [ have prefer-
red to give the above compendious account of the
conteft on the {ubjedt, rather than introduce the
long difcuflion of Greek words, and ufe the whole
ftring of paflages from Greek and Latin Fathers,
contained in the Abbé Boileau’s Book. By that
means, the prefent Chapter kas, for the fake of
the Reader, been fhortened to ten pages, inftead
of thirty, it muft otherwife have contained,

D 4
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Gofpel according to St. John, v. 1%, No
juil conclufion, as the Reader may fee, can
be drawn from the above-mentioned paffages,
i {upport of voluntary flagellations, and of
thofe Difciplines which Monks now-a-days in-
flict on themfelves; fince it is plain that our
Saviour did not whip himfelf with his own
bands: and we might as well fay .that we
ought to infiict death upon ourfelves, and nail
ourfclves to a crofs, as that we ought to lace:
rate our own flefh with fcourges, becaufe Je-
fus Chrift was expofed to that kind of pu-
nifhment.

The other fix paffages of the New Tefta-
ment in which whipping is mentioned, are,
firlt, in St. John’s (c.ii. v. 15.) dnd when
He had made a feourge of Jinall cords, be drove
them out of the Temple, and the [beep, and the
oxeny and poured out the changers of money, and
owerthrew the tables. The fecond chaprer is
in the fifth chapter of the Aéts (v. 40.) Aud
when they had called the Apofiles and beaten

* ¢ And fhall deliver him to the Gentiles to
*“ mock and to {courge and to crucify him.” St,
Matth, c. xx. v.19. .... * Then Pilate took
‘¢ Jefus, and fcourged him.” St, Fobn, c. xix,

kil 8
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them with feourges, they commanded that they
fhould not fpeak in the name of Fefus; and let
them go. Thethird place in which {courgings
are mentioned, is the fixth chapter of the fe-
cond Epiftle to the Corinthians (v. 15.) St.
Paul in that Chapter places Stripes among the
different methods of perfecution which were
ufed again{t the minifters of the Gofpel ; and
he moreover relates the fufferings to which he
himfelf had been expofed. Of the Jeros five
fimes received I forty firipes fave one: and in
the next verfe he fays, Thrice was I beaten
with vods, once was I floned, thrice I fuffered
Jhipwreck ; a night and a day I bave been in
the deep.  Fifthly, in his Epiftle to the He-
brews (xi. 36,) the fame Apoftle fays, {peak-
ing in general terms, And others had trials of
cruel mockings and frourgings, yea, moresver of
bonds and imprifonments, Now, from all thefe
paffages no authority whatever can be derived
to jultify the practice of voluntary flagella-
rion. All the perfecuted perfons above-men-
tioned fuffered thofe beatings with rods, and
_thole {courgings, much againft their will.
The fixth and laft paflfage in which whip-
ping is mentioned, in the New Teftament, is
therefore the only one from which any fpeci-
pus conclufion may be drawn in fupport of the
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practice of voluntary Hagellation: it is con-
tained in the firft’ Epiftle to the Corinthians
(iz. 22) s St. Paol in it {ays, Jehaftife my bo-
dv, and keep it under fubjecion. Indeed this
paflage is well worth examining attentively,
Several men of great authority have given it
as théir opinion, that the Apoltle exprelsly
meant to fay, by the above words, that it was
his practice to lath himfelf, in order to over-
come his vicious inclinations. Among others,
James Gretzer, an able Theologian and one
of the Fachers Jefuits, vehemently afferts that
“the Greek words in the text literally fignify,
¢ T imprint on my own body the ftripes or
< marks of the whip, and render it livid by
¢ dint-of blows;” and the fame Father fup-
ports his aflertion by the authority of Sepra-
lius and Geuaflininins, two celebrated Inter-
preters of Ariftotle, who, in their Commen-
taries, quote Gallienus as having ufed the
Greck' word in queltion (Vzwmiz(w) in the
fame fenfe which he (Father Gretzer) -aturi-
butes to St. Paul.  To thefe authorities Gret-
zer moreover acds thofe of St. Irenzus, St
Chryfoflom, Paulirus, and Theophylactus,
who (he fays) have all explained the above
paflage in the fame manner as himfelf does :
{0 that, if we were to credit all the comments
of Father Gretzer, there would, indeed, re-
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main little doubt but that St. Paul meant to
fay, he fuftigated himfelf with his own hands ;
and that he was thereby left an example which
all faithful Chriftians ought in duty to imirate,

But yet, if, ferting afide, for the prefent,
all authorices on this head, we begin with ex-
amining attentively into the real meaning of
the Greek word which is the fubject of the
prefent controverfy, we fhall fee that it can
not have that fignification which Father Gret-
zer pretends. In faét, let us examine if that
word - occurs in any other place of the New
Teftament, and in what fenfe it is employed.
We meet with it in the eighteenth Chapter of
St. Luke, wherein Jefus Chrift fays, in the
manner of a Parable, that a Widow ufed to
teaze a Judge with her frequent complaints,
who ‘was thereby compelled at laft to do her
juftice; and he makes him fpeak in the fol-
lowing words: ¢¢ Becaufe this Widow trou-
¢ bles me, I will avenge her, left by her con-
“ tinual coming, the weary me (Vmwmici(y
¢ w.)» Now, who can imagine that this
Judge entertained any fear that the Woman
fhould flagellate him! Yet, we mult think
fo, if the Greek word ufed in the Text (which
is the very fame as that emiployed by St. Paul,
and on which Father Gretzer builds his {yfiem)
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fhould always fignify, as that Father pretends,
to beat, or lath. If a literal explanation of
that word, therefore, is in many cafes impro-
per and ridiculous, it follows that it is fre-
quently to be underftood in a figurative fenfe,
and that it is then only employed to exprefs
that kind of hard ufage either of one’s felf, or
of others, which is exercifed without any mix-
ture of real violence, or bodily fufferings. To
this add, that St. Paul himfelf, when, on other
occalions he really means to fpeak of blows and
altual ftripes, never once makes ufe of the word
in queltion.

Befides, if in order rightly to underftand the
meaning of St, Pau!, we confult the holy Fa.
thers and Interpreters (which certainly is a
very good method of inveftigating the truth),
we fhall fcarcely find one who thought that St,
Paul either bear or lathed him{elf, and in the
above paflage meant to fpeak of any fuch thing
15 voluntary Flagellation,  St. Irzneus, Bi-
thop of Lyons, though he has tranflated the
words in queftion into thefe, ¢ I chaflife my
own body, and render it livid,” has made no
mention whatever of either fcourges, whips, or
rods.—St. Chryfoftom likewife fuppofes, that
the Apoltle in the above paflage, only fpoke of
toe pamns and care he took, in order to preferve
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his temperance, and conquer the paffions of
the flefh ; and that it was the fame as if he had
faid, * I fubmit to much labour, in order to
*“ live according to the rules of Temperance.
¢¢ T undergo every kind of hardfhip, rather
“ than fuffer myfelf to be led aftray” It muft
be confeffed, however, that Benedi€tus Hae[=
tenus, in his Difquifitioncs Menaftice, quotes a
palfage from the above Author’s 34th Homily,
by which he pretends to prove that felf-flagel-
lations were in ufe in that Father’s time ; but
the words which Haeftenus has quoted in La-
tin are not to be found in the criginal Greek
of St. Chryfoftom’s Homilies, and are therefore
to be atrributed to fome modern Flogging-
Mafter (M«ciyofosos)who has lent them to him,
by a kind of pious fraud. Other paffages to
prove our affertion, might be quoted from the
words of Theodoret, Bifhop of Cyrus, of Qe-
cumenius, as well as {everal other Greek Fa-
thers.

The Latin have allo underfloed St. Paul’s
words in the fame {enfe that the Greek Fathers
have done. Indeed I do not find one among
them but who thought that St. Paul did not
aCtually lath himfelf with his own hands. St,
Ambrofius, Bithop of Milan, exprefies himfelf
on the {ubjett in the following words, ¢ He
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¢ who fays (meaning St. Paul) [ chaftife my
¢ body, and bring it into fubjetion, does not
¢ fo much giicve (contriflatur) for his own
¢ fins, which after all could not be fo very nu-
¢ merous, as for ours.’

St. Fulgentius, Bifhop of Rufpe, and an
illuftrious Difcipline of St. Auguftin, on this
occafion treads in the footfteps of his excel-
lent Mafter, giving the fame ferfe as him to
rthe words of St. Paul. The following is the
manner in which St. Fulgentius explains thofe
words, in his Epiltle on Virginity, addrefied to
Proba. ¢ The {piritval Spoufe of Virgins
“¢ does not feek in a Virgin a body pradifed
“ in carnal pleafures; but rather wifhes fhe
¢¢ fhould have chaftiled it by abftinence. This,
¢¢ the Doctor of the Gentiles ufed to practile
 on his own body. I chagfife (fays he) my
“ body, and keep it under fubjedtion. And
S again, in walchings often, in thirft and bun-
¢ ger, in feflings often: let therefore the Vir-
¢« gin of Chrilt forbear to feek after pleafures
¢ which, fhe fees, are equally with-held fronj
¢ the widow.”

To all the above proofs, I know it will be
objected that St. Petrus Chryfologus, archbi-
fhep of Ravenna, is clearly of opinicn that
St. Paul lafthed himfelf with his own hands.

¥

o
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The following is the manner in which he ex-
prefles himfelf on this head, at leaft if we are
to credit the account given of his words by
that great Pawron of flagellations, TFather
Gretzer, in his Book printed at Ingolftade in
the year 1609. “ This St. Paul uled to do,
‘¢ who wrote in the following words the title-
¢ deed of his own Servitude, I render my bo-
“ dy livid, and bring it into fubjestion : like a
¢ faithful Slave, himfelf {upplied the rod,
« (vindictam) and feverely lafthed his own
¢ back, tll 1t grew livid #.” Now, who
would not from thefe words, thus ftanding
alone, as Father Gretzer recites them, conclude
that St. Paul really ufed to cover his back
with ftripes? But, if we confult the original
itfelf, we fhall fee that St. Chryfologus meant
no more than to borrow a fimile from the pu-
nithment ufvally infii¢ted on Slaves; which
punithment he mentions in the beginning of
the very paffage we difcufs here, and of which
Father Grerzer has artfully quoted only the
conclufion. . ¢ After all (fays Peter Chryfo-

% Eoc implebat Paulus, qui fervitutis fua titulss
S feribebat.  Lividum facio corpus meum, & fer-
vituti fubjicio. Prebebat vindiétam bonus fervus,
gui [¢ vfque adlivorem, fic agens, jugiter verberabat.
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‘¢ Jogus) if the Servant does not awake early
¢ the next day, and rife before his Malfter,
““ whether he be weary or not, he will be tied
¢ up and lathed. If the Servant therefore
¢ knows what he owes to another Man, the
¢ Malter is thence taught what himfelf owes
¢ to the Lord of Lords, and is made fenfible
¢ that he alfo 1s fubjeét to a Mafter.” ¢ This
< is what St. Paul praétifed, who wrote the
¢ title-deeds of his own fervitude, and ex-
¢ pofed himfelf to thirft, hunger, and naked-
¢ nefs. Like a good flave, he himfelf {fup-
¢ plied the rod, and feverely lathed himfelf.’

If we examine into the works of St. Hie-
rom, St. Auftin, Pope Gregory the Great,
and other Latin Fathers, we fhall find that
they alfo-underftood, that St. Paul had ex-
prefled himfelf in a figurative manner. And
it is only by mifquotations, or arts of the
like kind, that Father Gretzer, Cardinal De-
mian, and others, have attempted to prove
that felf-flagellations were in ufe {o early as the
time of St. Paul among Chriftians.
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The ufe of Flagellations was known among the
ancient Heatbens. Several facls and ‘obfers
vations on that fubjell.

T is not to be doubted, that Aagellations had
4 been invented, and were become, in early
times, a common method of punithment in
the Pagan world. Even before the foundation
of Rome, we meet with inftances which preve
that it was the ufual punifhment infli®ed on
Slaves. Juftin, in his Epitome of Trogus
Pompeius, relates that the Scythians more ea-
fily overcame their rebellious Slaves with
fcourges and whips, than with their fwords.
¢ The Scythians being returned (fays Juftin)
¢ from their third expedition in Afia, after
¢ having been abfent eight years from their
¢ Wives and Children, found they now had a
€ war to wage at home againft their own
¢ Slaves. For, their Wives, tired with fuch
¢ long fruitlefs expectation of their Hufbands,
¢ and concluding that they were no longer de-
‘ tained by war, but had been deftroyed, mar-

E
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¢ ried the Slaves who had been left to take
care of the cattle ; which latter attempted to
ufe their Mafters, who returned vi&torious,
¢ like Strangers, and hinder them, by force of
¢ arms, from entering the Country. The war
“ having been fupported, for a while, with
¢ fuccels pretty nearly equal on both fides, the
Scythians were advifed to change their man-
‘ ner of carrying it on, remembering that it
was not with enemies, but with their own
¢ Slaves, that they had to fight; that they
¢ were to conquer by dint, not of arms, but
“ of their right as Mafters; that inftead of
¢ weapons, they ought to bring lafhes into the
¢ field, and, fetting iron afide, to fupply them-
¢ felves with rods, fcourges, and fuch like in-
‘ ftruments of flavith fear. Having approved
¢ this counfel, the Scythians armed themfelves
¢ as they were advifed to do; and bad no
fooner come up with their enemies, than
¢ they exhibited on a fudden their new wea-
¢ pons, and thereby f{truck fuch aterrorinto
¢ their minds, that thofe who could not be
¢ conquered by arms, were fubdued by the
¢ dread of the ftripes, and betook themfelves
¢ to flight, not like a vanquithed enemy, but
¢ like fugitive flaves.’

Among the antient Perfians, the punifh-
ment of whipping was alloin ufe: it was even
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frequently nflited on the Grandees of the
Kingdom by order of the ng, as we find in
Stobeus, who moreover relates in his forty-fe-
cond Difcourfe, ¢ That when one of th&m
¢ had been flagellated by order of the King,
¢ it was an eftablifhed cuftom, that he ﬂmuld
¢ give him thanks as for an excellent fa-
¢ vour he had received, and a token that the
¢ King remembered him.” This cuffom of
the Perfians was however in fubfequent times
altered : they began to fet fome miore value
on the fkin of Men ; and we find in Plutarch’s
Apapbréfgm,qu Kings, © That Artaxerxes, fon
¢ of Xerxes, firnamed the Longhanded, was
the firft who ordered that the Grandees of
his kingdom (hould no longer be expoled to
the former method of punifhment; but
that, when they thould have béen guilty of
fome offénce, inftead of their backs, only their
clothies fhould be whipped, after they had
¢ been ftripped of them.

We allo find, that it was a cuftom in an-
tient times, for Generals and Conquerors, to
flog the Captives they had taken in war; and
that they moreover took delight in inflitting
that ponithment with their own hands on the
moft confiderable of thofe Captives. We
theet, among others, with a very remarkable
preof of this pradtice, in the Tragedy of So-

5
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phocles, called djax Scourgebearer (Meogiyo-
@ogeg) : in a Scene of this Tragedy Ajax is in-
troduced as havmg the falluwmg cnnverfauun
-~ with Minerva.

MixEeERVA.

¢ What kind of feverity do you prepare for
that miferable man #’

A T A 3.
% | prnpufe to lafh his back w1th a {courge
till he dies.’

MINERYVA.

¢ Nay, do not whip the poor Wretch fo
cruelly.’

L)

A JaX.
¢ Give me leave, Minerva, to gratify, on
this occafion, my own fancy; he fhall have
it, I do affure you, and I prepare no other
punifhment for him.’

L]

LY

The punithment of flagellation was alfo
much in vogue among the Romans; and it
was the common chaftifement which Judges
infli¢ted upon Offenders, efpecially upon thofe
of a fervile condition. Surrounded by an ap-
paratus of whips, fcourges, and leather-ftraps,
they terrified Offenders, and brought them to
a fenfe of their duty. -

4
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Judges, among the Romans, as has been
juft now mentioned, ufed a great variety of
inftruments for infli¢&ing the punifhment of
whipping. Some confilted of a flat ftrap of
leather, and were called Ferule; and to be
lathed with thefe Ferule, was confidered as the
mildeft degree of punithment. Others were
made of a number of cords of twifted parch-
ment, and were called Scutice. Thefe Scutice
were confidered as being a degree higher in
point of fsverity than the ferulz, but were
much inferior, in that refpe, to that Kind of
{courge which was called Flagellum, and {fome-
times the terrible Flagellum, which was made

of thongs of ox-leather, the fame as thofe
 which Carmen ufed for their Horfes. We
find in the third Satyr of the firft Book of Ho-
race, a clear and pretty fingular account of
the gradation in point of {everity that obtained
between the above-mentioned inftruments of
whipping. In this Satyr, Horaee lays down
the rules which he thinks a Judge ought to
follow in the difcharge of his office; and he
addrefled himfelf, fomewhat ironically, to cer-
tain perfons who, adopting the principles of
the Stoics, affe¢ted much feverity in their opi-
nions, and pretended that all crimes whatever
being cqual, ought to be punifhed in the lame
manner, - ¢ Make fuch a rule of condutt to

El'3,
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yourfelf (fays Horace) that you may always
proportion the chaftifement you infli€t to the
magnitude of the offence; and when the
Offender only deferves to be chaftifed with
the whip of twilted parchment, do not ex-
¢ pofe him to the lath of the horrid leather
3 ﬁ:nurge, for, that you fhould only mﬂ:&
¢ the punifhment of the flat ftrap on him who
¢ deferves a more fevere lathing, is whatIam
¢ by no means afraid of #.’

The choice between thefe different kinds of
inflruments, was, as we may conclude from
the above pafiage, left to the Judge, who or-
dered that to be ufed which he was pleafed
to name; and the number of blows was
likewife left to his difcretion; which fome-
times were as many as the Executioner could
aive. ¢ He (fays Horace in one of his Odes)
s who has been lathed by order of the Trum-
¢ yirs, till the Executioner was {pent 4.’

. i v,

Ty

F e At
Regula peceatis qua panas irroget @quas,
Nee Seutica dignum bhorribili fediere Flagello ;
Nam, ut Feruld ceedas meritum majora ﬁ:ﬂ- ire
Ferbera, non vercer. b Ter8at, Iow. o

+ Selfus flagellis hic Trinmuiralibus
Praconis ad faffidiem, Lib. V.OdelV.v.11,12
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~Befides this extenfive power of whipping
exercifed by Judges among the Romans, over
perfons of a fervile condition, over Aliens,
and thofe who were the fubjeds of the Re-
public, Mafters were poffefled of an unbound-
ed one with regard to their Slaves, over whofe
life and death they had moreover an abfolute
power, Hence a great number of inftruments
of flagellation, befides thofe above-mentioned,
were fucceffively brought into ufe for punifh-
ing Slaves. Among thofe were particular
kinds of cords manufaGtured in Spain, as we
learn from a paffage in an Ode of Horace, the
fame that has juft been quoted, and was
addrefled to one Menas, a freed-man, who
had found means to acquire a great fortune,
and was grown very infolent. ¢ Thou (fays
¢ Horace) whofe fides are ftill difcoloured (or
¢ burnt) with the ftripes of the Spanith
¢ cords #.

A number of other inftances of this prac-
tice of whipping Slaves, as well as other dif-
ferent names of inltruments ufed for that pur-
pofe, may be found in the antient Latin Writ-
ers, fuch as Plautus, Terence, Horace, Mar-
tial, &c.  So prevalent had the above prac-

* Jbericis perufle funibus latus,
Lib. V. Ode 1V, v. o
L4
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tice become, that Slaves were frequently de-
nominated from that particular kind of flagel-
lation which they were moft commonly made
to undergo. Some were called Reffiones, be-
caufe they were ufed to be lafhed with cords 3
others were called Bucede, becaufe they were
ufually lafhed with thongs of ox-leather; and
it is in confequence- of this cuftom, that a
Man is made to fay in one of Plautus’s Plays,
¢ They thall be Buced= (that is to fay, fcourg-
¢ ed with leather-thongs) whether they will or
‘ no, before I confent to be Reftio,’ or fo
much as beaten with cords#.  And Tertul-
han, meaning in oneé of his Writings to ex-
prefs Slaves in general, ufes words which fim-
ply fignify ¢ thofe who are ufed to be beaten,
¢ or to be difcoloured with blows t.”

¥ Frunt Bucade invits, potius guam ego fim Ref-
tz0., Moftell. A&, IV. Sc, IL.

+ Perberones, Subverbuflos,—The latter word
literally fignifics, burnt with blows: a hgurative
expreffion commonly ufed among the Romans,
when they fpoke of flageliations : thus, the words
fagrum and flagellwm, had been derived from the
word fugrare, which fighifies to burn; and Horace,
in a paffage that will be quoted n page 66, fays,
to be burnt with rods (virgss uri) for, to be lafhed,
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Nay, fo generally were whipping and lafh-
ing confidered among the Romans, as being
the lot of Slaves, that a whip, or a fcourge,
was become among them the emblem of their
condition. Of this we have an inftance in the
fingular cuftom mentioned by Camerarius,
which prevailed among them, of placing in
the triumphal car, behind the Triumpher, a
man with a whip in his hand ; the meaning of
which was to fhew, that it was no impoflible
thing for a Man to fall from the higheft pitch
of glory into the moft abje condition, even
into 'that of a Slave.

Suetonius alfo relates a faét which affords
another remarkable ififtance of this notion of
the Romans, of looking upon a whip as a
charateriftic mark of dominion on the ene
hand, and of flavery on the other. ¢ Cicero
¢ (fays Suetonius, in the life of Augufius)
having accompanied Czfar to the Capitol,
¢ related to a few friends whom he met there,
¢ a dream which he had had the night before.
¢ It feemed to him, he faid, that a graceful
¢ Boy came down from Heaven, fufpended
“ by a golden chain; that he ftopped before
&
£
3

LY

the gate of the Capitol, and that Jupiter
gave him a whip (flagelfum). Having af-
terwards {uddenly {feen Auguftus, whom (as
he was ftill perfonally unknown to feveral of
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¢ his near relations) Cafar had fent for and
¢ brought along with him to be prefent at the
¢ ceremony, he affured his friends that be was
¢ the very perfon whofe figure he had feen
¢ during his fleep.” Juvenal likewife, in one
of his Satyrs, has fpoken of Auguftus con-
formably to the above notion of the Romans.
¢ The fame (fays he) who, after conquering
¢ the Romans, has fubjefted them to his
¢ whip #,’ |

¥ Ad fua qui domites deduxtt flagra Quirites.
: Juv. Sat. X. v. gg,

This notion of the Romans, of looking upon
a fcourge as a characteriftic appendage of domi-
nion, was fo general among them, as is obferved
above, that they moreover fuppofed the gods
themfelves to be fupplied with whips; and even
Venus had alfo been thought to be furnifthed with
one. Inconfequenceof this fuppofition, Horace,
who, as we may conclude from thence, had caufe
to be diffatisfied with fome trick his Miftrefs had
played him, or perhaps only with her impertinence
1n general, defires Venus to chaftife her with her
whip, ¢ Do, Queen, (fays he, addrefling Venus)
‘¢ do, for ance, givearrogant Chloe a touch with
- ¢t your fublime whip.”
Regina, fublim: flagello
Tﬂﬁgr Chloin ﬁ'md arrogantem.

Od. 26. Lib. 11I. ad Ven.
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But, befides all thofe infiruments of flagel-
iation ufed for punifhing Slaves, which have
been mentioned above, and as if the terrible
Aagellum had not been of itfelf {ufficiently fo,
aew contrivances were ufed to make the latter
a ftill more cruel weapon; and the thongs
with which that kind of fcourge was made,
were frequently armed with nails, or fmall
hard bones. They alfo would fometimes faf-
ten to thofe thongs fmall leaden weights:
hence fcourges were fometimes called A4/fra-
gala, as Hefychius relates, from the name of
thofe kinds of weights which the Ancients ufed
to wear hanging about their fhoes. Under
the tortures which thofe different inftruments
inflited, it was no wonder that Slaves fhould
die: indeed this was a frequent cafe; and the
cruelty, efpecially of Mifirefifes towards their
female Slaves, grew at lait fo fuch a pitch,
that a provifion was made in the Council of
Elvira to reftrain it ; and it was ordained, that
1f any Miftrefs fhould caufe her Slave to be
whipped with fo much cruelty as that fhe
fhould die, the Miftrefs fhould be fufpended
from Communion for a certain number of
years. The following are the terms of the
above Ordinance, in the fifth Cenon. < If a
Miftrefs, in a fit of anger and madnefs, fhall
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lafh her female Slave, or caufe her to be lath-
ed, in {uch a mnner that fhe expires before
the third day, by reafon of the torture fhe has
undergone ; inafmuch as it is doubtful whe-
ther it has defignedly happened, or by chance;
if it has defignedly happened, the Miftrefs
fhall be excommunicated for feven years; if
by chance, fhe fhall be excommunicated for
five years only; though, if fhe fhall fall into
ficknefs, fhe may receive the Communion #,”
s

* The abfolute dominion poflefled by Mafters
over the perfons of their flaves, led them to ufe a
fingular feverity in the government of them. So
frequently were flagellations the lot of the latter,
that appellations and words of reproach drawn
from that kind of punithment, were, as hath been
above obferved, commonly ufed to denominate
them ; and expreflions of this kind occur in the
politeft writers : thus, we find in the Plays of Te-
rence, an Author particularly celebrated for his
politenefs and ftriét obfervance of decorum, Slaves
frequently called by the words Ferberones, Fla-
griones, or others to the fame effect.

As for Plautus, who had been the Servant of a
Baker, and who was much acquainted with every
thing that related to Slaves, and their flagellations
in particular, he has filled his fcenes with nick-
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names of Slaves, drawn from this latter circum-
ftance ; and they are almoft continually called in
his Plays, fagritribe (a verbis, flagrum & terere)
plagipatide, ulmitribe, &c. befides the aPPE“;ﬁﬂHS
of Bucaede and Reffiones, above-mentioned.
Sometimes the flagellations of Slaves, or the
fear they entertained of incurring them, ferved
Plautus as incidents for the conduét of his plots ;
thus, in his Epidicus, a Slave who is the principal
charafter in the Play, concludes upon a certain
occafion, that his Mafter has difcovered his whole
fcheme, becaufe he has fpied him, in the morn-
ing, purchafing a new {courge at the fhop in
which they were fold. The fame flagellations
in general, have morcover been an inexhauftible
fund of pleafantry for Plautus. In one place, for
inftance, a Slave, intending to laugh at a fellow-
flave, afks him how much he thinks he weighs,
when he is-fufpended naked, by his hands, to the
beam, with an hundred weight (centupondium) tied
to his feet; which was a precaution taken, as
Commentators inform us, in order ta prevent the
Slave who was flagellated from kicking the Man
(Virgater) whofe office it was to perform the ope-
ration. And in another place, Plautus, alluding
to the thongs of ox-leather with which whips were
commonly made, introduces a Slave engaged in
deep refletion on the {urprizing circumftance of
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¢ dead bullocks, that make incurfions upon living
Men.” ,
Vivos bomines mortui incurfant boves !

But it was not always upon their Slaves only
that Mafters, among the Romans, infliéted the
punifhment of flagellation : they fometimes found
means to ferve in the fame manner the young Men
of free condition, who infinuated themfelves into
their houfes, with a defign to .court their Wives.
As the moft favourable difguife on fuch occafions,
was to be drefled in Slaves clothes, becaufe a Man
thus habited was enabled to get into the houfe,
and go up and down without being noticed, Rakes
engaged 1n amorous purfuits, ufually chofe to
make ufe of it; but, when the Hufband either
llﬁppened to difcover them, or had had previous
information of the appointment given by his faith-
ful Specufe, he feigned to miftake the Man for z
run-away Slave, or fome ftrange Slave who had
got into his houle to commit theft, and treated
him accordingly. Indeed the opportunity was 2
moft favourable one for revenge; and if to this
confideration we add that of the fevere temper of
the Romans, and the jealous difpofition that has
always prevailed in that country, we fhail eafily
conclude that fuch an Gppm"i:u'nlty., when obtain-
ed, was feldoin fuffered to efcape, and that many
a Roman Spark, caught in the above difguife, and
engaged in the laudable purfuit of feducing his

Z
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neighbour’s wife, has, with a centupondium to his
feet, been fadly rewarded for his ingenuity. A
misfortune of that kind aétually befell Salluft
the Hiftorian. He was caught in a familiar inter-
courfe with Fauftina, wife to Milo, and daughter
of the Diftator Sylla. The hufband caufed him
to be foundly lathed (foris bene cefum) ; nor did he
releafe him till he had made him pay a confidera-
ble fum of money. The fa is related by Aulus
Gellins, who had extralted it from Varro. To
it was very probably owing the violent part which
Salluft afterwards took againft Milo, while the
latter was under profecution for flaying the Tri-
bune Clodius, and the tumult he raifed on that oc-
cafion, which prevented Cicero frem delivering
the fpeech he had prepared.

An allufion is made to the above praétices in
one of Horace’s Satyrs. He fuppofes in it, that
his Slave, availing himfelf of the opportunity of
the Saturnalia, to {peak his mind freely to him,
gives him a leture on the bad courfes in which
he thinks him engaged, and ufes, among others,
the following arguments. :

“ When you have firipped off the marks of
¢ your dignity, your equeftrian ring, and your
¢ whole Roman drefs, and from a Man invefted
¢ with the office of Judge, fthew yourfelf at once
* under the appearance of the Slave Dama; dif-
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* graced as you are, and hiding your perfumed
¢ head under your cloak, you are not the Man
* whom you feign to be : you are at leaft intro-
duced full of terror, and your whole frame
fhakes through the ftruggles of two oppofite paf-
fions. In fa&, what advantage is it to you,
whether you are cut to pieces with rods, or
¢ flaughtered with iron weapons ?’

L

Tu cum projeltis infignibus, annule Equeftri
Romanogue habitu, prodis ex judice Dama,
Turpis, odoratum caput obfcurante lacernd

Non es quod fimulas ; metuens induceris, atque
Altercante libidinibus tremis offa pavore.

Quid refert uri virgis, ferroque necari 2

Lib. IL. Sat. *.

The above uncontroubled power of inflifting
punithments on their Slaves, enjoyed by Mafters
in Rome, was at laft abufed by them to the great-
eft degree. 'The {malleft faults committed in their
families by Slaves, fuch as breaking glafles, {ea-
foning dithes too much, or the like, expofed them
to grievous punifhments ; and it even was no un-
ufual thing for Mafters (as we may judge from the
defcription of Zrimalcion’s entertainment in the
Satire of Petronius) to order fuch of their Slaves
as had been guilty of faults of the above kind, to
be ftripped, and whipped in the prefence of their
guefts, when they happened to entertain any at
their houfes.
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Women in particular feem to have abufed this
power of flagellation in a ftrange manner; which
caufed exprefs provifions to be made, at different
times, in order to reftrain them; of which the
Canon above-quoted is an inftance. It was often
fufficient, to induce the Roman Ladies to caufe
their Slaves to be whipped, that they were diffatis-
fied with the prefent ftate of their own charms ;
or, as Juvenal exprefles it, that their nofe dif-
pleafed them : and when they happened to fancy
themfelves neglected by their hufbands, then in-
deed their Slaves fared badly. This latter obfer-
vation of Juvenal, Dryden, in his tranflation
of that Author’s Satires, has exprefled by the fol-
lowing lines : '

¢ Or counterfeited {leep, or turn’d his back,

¢ For, if aver night the hufband has been flack,
¢ Nextday, be fure, the fervants go to wrack.’

Here follows the literal tranflation of the
paflage of Juvenal, in which he defcribes in a
very lively manner, the havock which an incenfed
Woman ufually made on the above occafion,  *¢ If
¢ her hufband has, the night before, turned his
¢ back on her, woe to her waiting Woman;
‘¢ the drefling Maids lay down their tunicks ;
* the errand Slave is charged with having return-

F
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““ ed too late; the ftraps break on the back of
¢ fome ; others redden under the lath of the lea-
‘¢ ther fcourge, and others, of the twifted parch-
¢ ment.”

Si nolffe maritus
Averfus jacuit, perizt Libraria ; ponunt
Cofmeter tunicas; tarde veniffe Liburnus
Dicitur ; hic frangit ferulas ; rubet ille flagellis,
Hic feutica. Juy. Sat. VI.

The wantonnefs of power was carried ftill far-
ther by the Roman Ladies, if we may credit the
fame Juvenal. It was a cuftomary thing with fe--
veral among them, when they propofed to have
their hair drefled both with nicety and expedition,
to have the drefling Maid who was charged with
that care, ftripped naked to the waift, ready for
flagellation, 1n cafe fthe became guilty of any fault
er miftake, in performing her tafk, The follow-
ing is the paffage in Juvenal on that fubjeé. ¢ For,
*¢ if the has determinedto be drefled more nicely
“* than ufual, and is 1n hafte, being expeéted in
¢ the public gardens, the unfortunate Plechas
¢ then dreffes her head, with her own hair in the
¢ utmioft diforder, and her thoulders and breafts
** bare. Why is that ringlet too high?>—The
** leather thongs inftantly punifh the crime of a
“* hair, and an ill-fhaped curl.”
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Nam Si conflitutt ﬁf;wqua decentius optat

©rnari & properat, jamque expeciatur in bortis,
Componit crinem, laceratis ipfa capillis,

Nuda bumeros, Pfechas infelix, nudifque mamillis :
Altior hic quare cicinnus 2 taurca punit

Continus flext erimen, facinufque capills:

Thefe abufes which Mafters, in Rome, made
of the power they poflefled over their Slaves, were
at laft carried by them to fuch a pitch, either by
making them wantonly fuffer death, or torturing
them in numberlefs different ways, that, in the
beginning of the reign of the Emperors, it was
found ncceffary to refrain their licence,

Under the reign of Claudius (for it is not clear
whether any provifion to that effeét was made un=
der Auguftus) it was ordained, that Mafters who
forfook their Slaves when fick, fhould lofe all right
over them, in cafe they recovered ; and that thofe
who deliberately put them to death, fhould be ba-
nifhed from Rome.

Under the Emperor Adrian, the cruelties exer-
cifed by Umbricia, a Roman Lady, over her fe-
male Slaves, caufed new laws to be-made on that
fubject, as well as the former ones to be putin
force, and Umbricia was, by a refeript of the Em-
peror, banifhed for five years. (4 2. in fine; Dig,
E. L6 6

New laws to the fame ends were likewife made
under the following Emperors, among which Ci-

F 2
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vilians make particular mention of a conflitution of
Antonius Pius (Divys Pius); and in fubfequent
times, the Church alfo employed its authority to
prevent the hke excefles, as we may fee from the
Canon above-recited (§i que domina, &c.) which
was framed in the Council held at Elvira, a {fmalls
Town in Spain, that has been fince deftrayed.
But the diforder was of {fuch a nature as was not
te be cured fo long as the cuftom itfelf of flavery
was allowed to fubfift ; and it has been remedied
at laft, only by the thorough abolition of an ufage
which was a continval infult on Humanity : an
advantage which (to be, onceat leaft, very ferious
in the courfe of this learned and ufeful Work) we
are indebted for, to the eftablithment of Chriftiani-
ty, whatever other cvils certain Writers may re-
preachrit with having occafioned.
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CHAP .V,

The fubject continued,

“§ YHE punilhment of fagellation was
thought among the Antient Heathens,
as we have juft feen, to poflels great efficacy
to mend the morals of perfons conviéted of
offences, and infure the honefty and diligence
of Slaves. Nor were Schoolmafters behind-
hand either with Judges or Mafters, in regard
to whipping thofe perfons who were fubjeéted -
to their authority.

Of this we have an undoubted proof in
pne of the Epiftles of Horace; and it more-
over appears that he had had, when at fchool,
the bad luck of being himfelf under the tui-
tion of one who had firong inclination to in-
fli¢ that kind of chaftifement. ¢ I remember
¢ (fays he) that the flogging Orbilius, who
¢ when I was a boy, ufed to dictate to us the
¢ vetfes of Livius Andronicus—.’

¥ ... Memini que plagofum mib: parvo
Orbilium diftare~Lib, I1. Ep. 1, v. 70.

F3
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Quintilian has alfo mentioned this practice

of Schoolmafters of whipping their Difciples;
and the feverity which they ufed, as well as
other confiderations, induced him to difap-
prove of it intirely. The following are his
expreflions on that fubject. ¢ With refpeét to

B . ™ LY [ L
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whipping 5chool-boys, though it be an efta-
blifhed practice, and Chrylippus is not averle
to it, yet 1 do notin any degree approve it,
Firlt, it is a bafe and flavi(h reatmenr ; and
certainly if it were not for the youth of thofe
who are made to iuffer, it might be deem-
ed an injury that might call for redrefs.
Befides, if a Difciple is of fuch a mean
difpofition that he is not mended by cen-
fures, he will, like a bad Slave, grow equal-
ly infenfible to blows. Laftly, if Mafters
acted as they cught, there would be no oc-
cafion for chaftifement ; but the negligence
of Teachers is now fo great, that, inftead
of caufing their Difciples to do what they
ought, they content themfelves with punifh-
ing them for not having done it. Belides,
though you may compel the cbedience of a
Boy, by ufing the rod, what will you do with
a young Man, to whom motives of a quite
differeat nature muft be propofed?! Not to
add, that feveral dangerous accidents which
are not fit to be named, may be occafioned
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either by the fear or the pain attending fuch
punifhments. Indeed, if great care is not
taken in choofing Teachers of proper dif-
pofitions, I am afhamed to fay to what de-
gree they will fometimes abufe their power
of lathing: but I fhall dwell no longer on
that fubject, concerning which the Public
knows already too much #*.’ |
After thefe difmal accounts of Difciples
flogged by their Teachers, and of the cruel
feverity ufed by the latter, the Reader will
not certainly be difpleafed to read inftances of
Teachers who were flogged by their Difciples.
A very remarkable inftance of chis kind
occurs in the cafe of that Schoolmafter of the
Town of Falerii, who is mentianed in the
fifth Book of the Decad of Livy. The Town
of Falerii being befieged by the Romans, un-
der the command of the Diftator Camillus,
a Schoolmafter in that Town, thinking he
would be fplendidly rewarded for his fervice,
one day led, by treachery, and under pretence
of making them take 3 fhort walk out of the

L .1 [ T .Y [, L] - iy

* oo ¢ Fam fi miner in diligendis fry?wfﬂm &
pnmﬂpmmm moribus fuit cura, podet dicere in qua
proba nefands homines iffo jure cedends abutantur ;
non morabor in parte hac, nimium eff quod n.e!r’frg:-

vur,—Inftitut. Orat. Lib: 1. Cap. 3.
Fq
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gates of the Town, the children of the moft
confiderable families, who had been entrufted
to his care, to the Roman camp, and deli-
vered them up to the Ditater. But the lat-
ter, incenfed at his perfidy, ordered him to be
ftripped naked, with his hands tied behind
his back, and having fupplied the children
with rods, gave the Schoolmafter up to them,
to drive him back in that condition to their
Town *,

Another inftance of the like kind is alfo to
be met with in more modern times. The
Tutor’s name was Sadragefillus, and his Dif-
ciple was Dagobert, {fon of Clotaire, King of
France, who reigned about the year of Jefus
Chrift, 526. The tranfattion is related in the

# ¢ Denudari deinde Ludi-magiftram juffit, eum-
que pueris tradidit reducendum Falorios, manibus pof
tergum illigatis; wirgas quogue eis dedit, quibus pro-
ditorem agerent i urbem verberantes,”

The inhabitants of Falerii were fo firuck with
the juft conduét of the Ditator (Livy Edds:] that
a total changé of their difpofitions towards the
Romans was the confequence; and the Senate
having been aflembled thereupon by the Magif-
trates, they came to the refolution of opening their
gates, and {urrendering to the Romans; which
was foon after effeCted.
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following manner by Robert Gaguin, in his
Hiftory of France, ¢ Dagobert (fays he)

€
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having received from his Father a Tutor
who was to inftruét him in the worldly fci-
ences, and whom the King had made Duke
of Aquitain, the young Man, who did not
want parts for one of his years, foon per-
ceived that Sadragefi/lus (fuch was the Pe-
dagogue’s name) was much elated with
pride on account of his newly-acquired dig-
nity, o that he began to fail in the refpect
he owed to him, and grew remifs in the
difcharge of his duty. The Prince having
once invited him to dine with him, and Sa-
dragefilius having not only placed himfelf
at table oppolite the Prince, but alfo offered
to take the cup from him as if he had been
his companion, the Prince ordered him to
be foundly whipped with rods, and caufed
his beard, which he wore very long, to be
cut off’ 'The above falt is alfo related

by Tilly, Scrivener of the Parliament of Pa-
tis, in his Chronicles of the Xings of I'rance.

In fine, to the paffages above-produced

concerning the Flagellations of Children,
from which we find that very great men have
much differed in their opinions in regard to
them, we may add, that King Solomon, that
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Oracle of Wifdom, has, without referve, de-
clared in favour of that mode of correétion.
¢ He that fpareth the rod, hateth his fon;
¢ but he that loves him, chaftifes him be-
¢ times.” The Greek Philofopher Chryfip-
pus has afterwards manifefted the fame opi-
nion. And Petrarch, who may be called
here a modern Author, has alfo adopted the
opinion of King Solomon; and, notwith-
ftanding Quintilian’s arguments on the fubject,
has fided with the antient Moralift and Sage :
¢« Corrett your fon (fays Petrarch) in his
¢ tender years, nor fpare the rod: a branch,
¢ when young, may ecalily be bent at your
¢ pleafure #.”
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* From the above-mentioned paffages of king
Solomen, Livy, and other antient authors, down
to Petrarch, we may fafely conclude that the prac-
tice of flagellating children has been followed m
the world during a number of fucceflive centuries;
and we know from undoubted authorities, thag
the fame pradtice continues in-our days to prevail,
efpecially among Schoolmafters. Nay more, very
refpe&table Writers inform us, that Schoolmafters
ftill pofiefs the fame firong inclination to exert
their authority that wav, as they did in the times
of Horace and Quintilian.
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Thus, Mr. Heary Fielding, a Writer who, bet~
“ter than moft others, knew the manners of Men,
in his Hiffory of a Foundling, reprefents Thwackume
the Schoolmafter, as having, upon every uccaﬁon,
recourfe to his rod, and defcribes him to usas a
true fucceflor of the plagafus Orbilius. o

Mr. Gay, another writer, who, too, was deep~
ly verfed in the knowledge of Mankind, exprefles
himfelf with ftill more preciiion on that head, and
lays it down as an undoubted maxim, that the
delight of a Schoolmafter is to ufe his whip. The
opinion of that Author on the fubjeé is contained
in a fong written by him : this fong was compofed
in honour of Molly Mbog, an Innkeeper’s daugh-
ter, at Oakingham in Berkthire: the verfes are
fifteen in all; and the name of Molly Moz is to be
found in each of them, witha rhyme toit.

The School-boy’s defire is a play-day,
The Schoolmafter’s joy is to flog,

The milk-maid’s delights are on May-day ;
But mine are in {weet Molly Mog.

However, the refearches of our Author on the
prefent deep fubject, as well as mine in my hum-
ble capacity of Commentator, can bear no com-
parifon, I think, in point of fagacioufnefs, with
the difcovery made by Thomas Perez, the Uncle
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of Diego, who relates his own hiftory in the third
volume of the Adventures of Gil Blas, and who
takes that occafion to mention the great abilitics
of his Uncle as an Antiquary., * If it had not
¢ been for him (fays he) we fhould ftill be igno-
¢¢ rant that children, in Athens, cried when their
¢ Mothers whipped them,”
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€CH AP Vi

Flagellations of a religious and voluntary kind
were praclifed among the ancient Heathens.

E have hitherto only treated of invo-
luntary Flagellations, and fuch as
were in all cafes inflicted by force on thofe
who fuffered them. But befides Flagellations
of this kind, there were others of a voluntary
fort among the Heathens, to which thofe who
underwent them, freely and willingly fube
mitted, and which may indeed create our fur-
prife in a much greater degree than the former.
Thus, at Lacedemon, there was a cele-
brated Feltival, which was kept annually, and
was named the Day of Flagellations, on ac-
count of the ceremony that was performed in
it, of whipping before the alrar of Diana a
number of Boys, who freely fubmitted to that
painful treatment ; and this Feltival has been
mentioned by a great number of Authors.
Plutarch, for inftance, in his Book of the
Cufloins of the Lacedemonians, relates, that
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he had been an eye-witnefs of the celebration
of the folemnity we fpeak of. ¢ Boys (fays
¢ he) are whipped for a whole day, often to
death, before the altar of Diana the Or-
thian; and they fuffer it with chearfulnefs,
and even joy: nay, they firive with each
other for victory ; and he who bears up the
longeft tme, and has been able to endure
the greateft number of ftripes, carries the
day. This lolemnity is called The Conteft
¢ (or race) of Flagellations; and is celebrated
¢ every year.’

Cicero, in his Tufculana, has alfo men-
tioned this cuflom of the Lacedemonians.
¢ Boys (fays he) at Sparta are lathed before
¢ the Altar in fo fevere a manner, that the
¢ blood iffues from their body. While I was
there, 1 f{everal times heard it faid that Boys
had been whipped to death ; none of whom
ever urtered the leaft complaint, or fo much
¢ as groaned.” And in another place Cicero
likewife fays, ¢ Boys, at Sparta, utter no
¢ complaint, though lacerated by repeated
¢ lathes,” INay more; Mozonius, in Stobeus,
relates that the Spartan Boys were rather
pleafed with thefe flagellating folemnities.
¢ The fons of the Lacedzmonians make it
¢ very evident (fays Mozonius) that ftripes do
¢ not appear to them either thameful or hard

-
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¢ to be borne, fince they allow themfelves to
¢ be whipped in public, and take a pride
€ in it

The Scholialt or Commentator of Thucy-
dides relates the fame things of the Laced-
monian young men ; and fays that thofe among
them who could bear the greateft number of
lathes, acquired much glory by it. ¢ And
¢ indeed (fays he) the Flagellations are per-
¢ formed at particular times during a certain
¢ number of days; and thofe who reccive the
¢ oreatet number of ftripes, are accounted
¢ the moft manly.’

The Parents of the young men who were
thus publickly whipped, were commonly pre-
fent during the performance of the ceremony
and fo far were they from difcouraging their
Sons from going through it, that, as Lucian
relates, they deemed it a fhameful piece of
cowardice in them, if they feemed ro yield to
the violence of the lathes, and in confequence
of this notion they exhorted them to go flout-
ly through the whole trial. ¢ Indeed (conti-
¢ nues Lucian) a number of them frequently
¢ died in the conflict, thinking it was unwor-
¢ thy of them, fo long as they continued to
¢ live, to yield to blows and bodily pain, in
¢ fight of their friends and relations.” ¢ And
¢ to thole who die upon thofe occafions, Sta-
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¢ tues, as you will fee, are erected at Sparta,
¢ in the public places.”

Seneca, in his Treatife upon Providence,
has alfo mentioned thofe fingular Flagellations
whjch took place at Lacedamon, as well as
the conduct of the Laced®monian Fathers on
thofe occafiens. ¢ Do not you think (fays
¢ he) that the Lacedemonians hate their chil-
¢ dren, who try their tempers by having them
¢ lathed publickly ? Their very Fathers ex-
¢ hort them firmly to bear the lafhes of the
¢ whips; and intreat them, when torn to
¢ pieces and half dead, ftill to continue to of-
# fer their wounds to other wounds,”

In fine, with fo much folemnity were the
flagellating ceremonies and trials we mention
performed, that a Prieftefs, as Silenus' of
Chios relates, conftantly prefided over them,
holding up a fmall ftatue of the Goddefs in
her hand while the young Men were lathed
and, to crown all, Priefts were eltablifhed to
infpedt the ftripes and marks of the blows,
and draw omens from them. ¢ I am witnefls
¢*(fays Lucian) that there are Priefts appoint-
¢ ed to infpet the lafhes and ftripes ¥, To
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this it may be added, thatthefe extraordinary
ceremonies of the Lacedamonians; which are
here defcribed, were preferved amoag them;
notwithftanding the numerous revolutions
which their Republic underwent, to very late
times ; and Tertullian mentions them as con-
tinuing, in his days, to be regularly cele-
brated every year. ¢ For {fays that Author)
¢ the Feftival of The Flagellations is ftill in
¢ thefe days looked upon as a very great fo-
¢ lemnity at Lacedemon. Every body knews
¢ in what Temple all the young Men of the
¢ beft families are lathed in the prefence of
¢ their Relations and friends, who exhort
¢ them to bear to the laft thiscruel ceremony #.’

Even Philofophers among the Greeks, I
mean particular fe&s of them, had adnpﬁ:d
the practice of voluntary Flagellation. Lu-
cian relates in one of his Dialogues, that there
were Philofophers in his time, ¢ who trained
< young Men to endure labour, pain, and
¢ want; and who made the practice of virtue
¢ confift in thefe aufteriies. A number of

* Pag. 158, Edit. Rig. Nanigue bodiz a#ﬂd
Lacedemonas folemnitas maxima e Dapasliyuzis, uf
éft, ﬁdgfﬂarm Non latet in guo Sacro ante aram noa
biles quigue adolefcentes ﬁ'ageff” qﬁcmvrﬂr adflanti=.
bus parentibus atque propinguis, & uts perfeverarine
adbartantibus,
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¢ them would bind themfelves ; others whip--
¢ ped themfelves; and thofe who were the
* molt tender, flead their outer fkin with in-
¢ firuments of iron made for that purpofe.’

However, aufternies of this kind were en-
ly praciifed by particular Sedéls of Philofo-
phers, as hath been above oblerved ; and the
generality of them were fo far from adopting
fuch practices, that a great many ridiculed:
them. Of this we have an inftance 1n the
Book of the Life of Apolionius Tyanaus, writ-
ten by Philoftrates. In this Book, Apollonius
is faid to have fpoken in the following man-
ner to Thefpefion. ¢ i"lagellations are praélifed:
¢ before the altar of Diana Scythia, becaufe
¢ the Otacles have ordered it fo; now, I think
that it would be folly to re(it the will of the
Gods.. If fo (Thefpefion anfwers) youw
fhew, O Apollonius, that the Gods of the
Greeks: poffefs but little wifdom, fince they
prefcribe to Men who think they are free, to
¢ lafh themfelves with whips.’

Nor was the pradtice of thofe Flagellations
to which the perfons who underwent them
willingly fubmitied, confined to the Nations
of Greece; but the fame had allfo been
adopted in other Countries. It obtained
among the Thracians, as we find in Arte-
midorus. ¢ The young Men of noble fami--

-
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"' lies among the Thracians (fays that Author)
¢ are on certain oceafions cruelly lathed.’

Voluntary Flagellations were alfo in ufe
among the Egyptians. It even feems that this
practice took its erigin among them; and
they ufed them as a method of atening fot
their fins, and appealing the incenfed Deity.
Herodotus has left us an account of the man-
ner in which they commonly performed cheir
flageilations, in the account he has given of
the Feftival which they ¢elebratéd. in honour
of the great Goddels. ¢ After preparing
¢ themiclves by falling (he fays) they begin
¢ to offer Sacrifices, and they mutually beat
¢ each other during the time that the offerings
¢« are burning on the Altar: this done, the
¢ viands which remain after the facrifice is
¢ accomplithed, are placed upon tables beforé
¢ thofe who compole the Affembly.’

The fame Herodotus fays on another occa-
fion, ¢ I have already related in what manner
¢ the Feftival of Ifis is celebrated in the city
¢ of Bufiris. While the Sacrifice is perform-
¢ ing, the whol¢ Affembly, amounting to {:-
¢ veral thoufands of both Mén and Women,
¢ beat one another.” Tothis Herodocus adds,
that ¢ he 1s not allowed to mention the reafon
¢ why thofe beatings were performed *.

* In Euterpe, Lib. II. Cap. 42. pag. 1173
'ET dre B Tur:?nrrm, E o eiﬁ-";,..iﬁ Aipasy.
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Among the Syrians, we likewife ind that the

ufe of velunrtary Flagellations had been adopt+
ed; and their Prielts practifed them upon
themfelves with aftonifhing fevericy. Apu-
leius, in his Metamorphofis of the Golden
Afs, relates the manner in which thele Prieils
both made incifions in their own flefh, and
lafhed themfelves voluntarily.

¢ In fine, they diflect their own arms with
two-edged knives, which they ufe conftantly
to carry about them. In the mean while,
one of them begins to rave and figh, and
feems to draw his breath from his very
bowels. He at laft feigns to fall into a
kind of phrenetic fit, pretending rhat he is
replete with the fpirit of the Goddefls ; as
if the prefence of the Gods ought rot to
make Men better, inftead of rendering them
difordered and weak. But now, beho!d
what kind of favour the Divine Will is go-
ing, to beltow upon him. Ile begins-to ve-
ciferate, and, by purpofely contrived lies,
to upbraid and accule himfelf in the fame
manner as If he had been guilty of having
entertained bad deligns againft the mylteries
of their holy Religion. He then proceeds
to award a fentence of punithment againit
himfelf; and at the fame time grafping his
fceurge, an inftrument which thofe Priefts
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« conftantly wear about them, and which is
¢ made of twilted woollen cords armed with
¢ {mall bones, he lathes himfelf with repeated
¢ blows; all the while manifefting a wonder-
¢ ful, though affeéted firmnefs, notwithftand-
¢ ing the violence and number of the ftripes.’
From all that is above related, it 1s pretty evi-
dent that thofe Syrian Priefts ufed (or feemed
to ule) themielves, 1n this cruel manner, only
with a view to raife admiration in the minds of
weak and fuperflitious perfons by this extra-
ordinary affeltation of fuperior fanctity, and
thereby to cheatr them our of their money.
At leaft this is the conjeéture made by Philip-
pus Beroaldus, in his Commentaries on the
Metamorphofis of the Golden Afs, who fays,
that thofe Priefts were no better than Jugglers,
or rather Cheats, who only aimed at catching
the money of the Fools who gazed at them *,

#* Whether thofe Priefts whipped themfelves in
carneft, or only madea feint fo to do, as Beroal-
dus fufpedts, is difficult to determine; but with
refpe& to the incifions which they pretended to
make in their own fleth, there is juft ground to
think that they only impofed upon their {peta-
tors, fince a law was made by the Emperor Com-
modus, which Dr. Middleton has qur:ited in his
Letter from Rome, by which it was ordered that

G 3
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Nay, the opinion of the merit of voluntary
or reigious Flagellations, was in antient times
arown fo univerfal, thar we find them to have
allo been prattifed among the Romans, who
had adopted notions on that fubje&t of the
jame kind -with thofe of the Syrians and the
Egyptians, and thought thar the Gods were,
upon particular occafions, to be appeafled by
ufing [courges and whips. - An inftance of .
this notion or practice is to be met with in the
Satyricon of Petronius, in which Encolpus re-
lates, that, being upon the fea, the people of
the fhip flagellated himy in order, as they
thought, to prevent a florm. ¢ It was re-
¢ folved (hefays) among the Mariners, to give
¢ us each forty ftripes, in order to appeafe the
¢ tutelar Deity of the fhip. No time ac-
¢ cordingly is lolt; the furious Mariners fec
* upon us with cords in their hands, and en.
¢ deavour to appeafe the Dcity by the effuficn
¢ of the meanet blood © as to me, I received
¢ three lathes, which I endured with Spartan
¢ magnammity ¥’

thofe Prielts fhould be made really to fuffer the
amputations which they pretended they made on
themfclves.  Fellone fervientes brachia vere exfecare
f-im'fpff. Lamprid. in Com.

* o Jtague ut Tutela navis expiavctur, placur*
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But the moft curious inftance of religious
Flagellations; among the Romans, and indeed

gzmﬂ"ragmas utrique plagas imponi. Nulla ergo fit
mora ; aggredinnlur nuos furentes nawte cum funibus,
tentantque vilifima fanguine Tutelam placare ; &3 ego
quidem tres plagas Spartand nsbilitate con:oxi,’—
Pet. Arb. Sat. L. 11. The Story, as itis to be
found in Petronius, is this. Encolpus and Giton
. had embarked, unawares, on the fhip of one Ly-
cas, to whom Encolpus had formerly given of-
~fence ; and on board the {ame fhip was alfo a La-
dy named Tryphena, who owed a grudge to Giton,
by whom fhe thought fhe had on a former occa-
fion been flighted. Incolpus and Giton no {fooner
difcovered in whofe fhip they were, than they
avere afraid of being ill-ufed, and attempted to dif-
guife themfelves in the drefs of Slaves, and for that
purpofe cut off their hair; a thing which (though
they did not krow it) was the worft of omens
during a voyage, as it never was done but ina
ftorm, in order to make offerings to the incenfed
Deities of the fea. Somebody {pied Encolpus

2nd Giton while they were performing the above

operation ; the rumour of fuch a nefarious adt, in
fair weather, foon {pread about the fhip, and
the crew thereupon ufed our two paffengers in the
manner above related. Encolpus (as himf{elf fajrsj
bore the three firft blows with great magnanimity ;

G 4
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among all other Nations, is that of the cere-
mony which the Romans called Lupercalia; a
ceremony which was performed in honour
of the God Pan, and had been contrived in
Arcadia, where it was in uvlc {o early as the
times of King Evander, and whence it was
afterwards broughc over to Italy. In this Fef-
tival, a number of Men ufed ro dance naked,
as Virgil informs us: ¢ Here (fays he) the
¢ dancing Selii, and naked Luperei®’  And
Servius, in his Commentary upon this verfe
of Virgil, explains to us who thefe Luperei

but Giton, who .was of a more tender frame,
fcreamed fo loud at the firft blow, that Tryphena
heard him, knew his wii;:c,. ran upon ﬂm deck, and
inftead of being moved by the fight of his naked-
nefs; infifted upon the whole immher of blows
being given him : other paflengers then took the
part of the two culprits ; which brought on a bat-
tle between them and the crew: at laft the affair
was comproinifed, and Encolpus and Giton were
releafed. As for the latter, a Maid flave found
means afterwards to fit him witk a wig, and pafte
fulfe eycbrows to his- forehead, which made him
appear as charming as ever, and Tryphena’s fa-
vour was reftored to him.

* <« Hic exultantes Salios nudsfywe Luperces .l

5 0 el {0 e
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were., They were (he fays) Men who, upon
particular folemnities, ufed to firip themfelves
ftark naked; in this firuation they ran about
the {treets, carrying ftraps of leather in their
hands, with which they ftruck the Women
they met in their way. Nor did thole Wo-
men run away from them; on the contrary,
they willingly prelented the palms of their
hiands to them, in order to receive their blows;
imagining, through a fuperftitious notion re-
ceived among the Romans, that thefe blows,
whether applied to their hands or to their bel-
ly, had the power of rendering them fruitful,
or procuring them an ealy delivery.

The fame falts are alfo alluded to, by Ju-
venal, who fays in his fecond Satire, ¢ Nor
¢ is it of any fervice to her, to offer the palms
¢ of her hands to a nimble Lupercus #. And
the antient Scholialt on Juvenal obferves on
this verfe, that barren Women, in Rome,
ufed to throw themfelves into the way of the
Luperei when become furious, and were beaten
by them with ftraps 4-.

Other Authers, befides thofe above, have
mentioned this fellival of the Lupercalia,

* ¢ Nec prodefl agili palmas prebere Lupercel”’
Juv,. Sat. 1I.
+ ¢ Steriles mulieves februantibus Lupescis [ of ¢-

rebant, & ferula verberabantur.”
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Among others, Fefus, in his Book on the
Signification of words, informs us, that the
Luperci were aiio fometimes called Crepi, on
account of the kind of noile (¢repitus ) which
they made with their iraps, when they firuck
the Women with them: ¢ For it 1s a cuftom
¢ among the Romans (continues the fame Au-
¢ thor) for Men to run about naked during
¢ the feltival of the Lupercalia, and to {trike
¢ all the Women they meet, with ffraps.’

Prudentius, 1 find, has alfo mentioned the
fame feftival in his Roman Martyr: ¢ Whar is
¢ the meaning (fays he) of this fhameful ce-
¢ remony ¢ By thus running about the ftreets
¢ under the thape of Luperci, you thow that
“ you are perfons of low condition.  Would
¢ you not deem a Man to be the meanelt of
¢ Slaves, - who weuld run naked about the
¢« public fireets, and amufe himfelf with ftrik-
¢ Ing the young Women 1’

* From the above fentiments delivered by Pru-
dentius, we might be induced to think that only
perfons of , low cenditien, in Rome, or even
Slaves alone, ufed to ren, in the feftival of the
*Lupercalia ; yet this does not feem to have been
the cafe, and the lines of Prudentius appear to
have contamned more declamation than real truth.

The Luperei were in very early times formed
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All the Flagellations we have abovemen-
tioned were performed in public Solemnities,

into two bands, which were called by the names
of the moit diftinguithed families in Rome, Quin-
tiliaju and Fabiani ; and to thefe was afterwards
added a third band, called Fuligni, from J. Caz--
far’s name. Marc Antony, as EVEIy one .I{IIOWS,
did not fcruple to run as one of the Luperc:, hav-
ing once harangued the people in that condition :
and if he was afterwards inveighed againft, on that
account, by feverzal perfons, and among others by
Cicero, his perfonal enemy, it was owing to his
being Conful, when he thus ran among the Lux-
pevei s a thing which, it was {aid, had never been
done by any Conful before him.

The feftival in queftion (which may furprife
the Reader) continued to be celebrated: fo late as
the year 46, long after the eftablifhiment of Chri-
tianity ; and perfons of noble familities not only
continued to run among the Luperci, but a great
improvement was moreover made about thofe
times in the cercmony ; the Ladies, no longer
contented with being flapt on the palms of their
hands, as formerly, began to ftrip themfelves
naked, in order both to give a fuller fcope to the
g.upzr-::s:s to dilplay the vigour and agility of his
arm, and enjoy, themielves, the entertainment of
2 more compleat flagellation. The whole cere-



g4 . THE HISTORY OF [Chap. VL.

or with religious views of fome kind or other ;
but there were other inftances of voluntary
fuftigations (as we learn from the ancient
Authors) in which thofe who performed them
were aCtuated by no fuch laudable motives ;
er at leaft, had no precile intention thar has
been made known to us. ' Such were the Fla-
gellations mentioned by St. Jerom, in his Ob-
{ervations on the Epitaph of the Widow Mar-
¢ella.  1n thele Obfervations St. Jerom informs
us, that there were Men in Rome filly enough
to lay their polteriors bare in the public Mar-
kets, or open Streets, and to fuffer themfelves

mony being thus brought to that degree of per-
feftion, was fo well relithed by all parties, that it
continued to {ubfift (as has juft now been obferv-
ed) long after the other ceremonies of Paganiim
were abolifhed ; and when Pope Gelafius at laft
put an end to it, he met with a {trong oppofition
trom all orders of Men, Senators as well as others.
The general difcontent became even fo great, that
the Pope, after he had carried his point, was ob-
liged to write his own Apelogy, which Baronius
has preferved: one of his arguments, among
others, was drawn from the above practice of the
Ladies, of {iripping themlelves naked in public
in order to be lathed.—Apad illos, nobiles ipfi cur-
rebant, & matrone xndats corpore Tf:’PI{fﬂﬁ?ﬂHf-.
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to be lafhed by a pretended Conjuror. ¢ It
¢ is no wonder (fays he) that a falfe Diviner
¢ lathes the buttocks of thofe blockheads in
¢ the middle of the Streets, and in the Mar-
¢ ket-place #/

And thefe Conjurors not only lathed the
perfons who deflired them to do {o, but they,
at other times, would alfo lath themfelves, as
we Jearn from Plautus, though an early Wri-

; for thofe Flagellations we mention were,
it feems, an old praftice among the vulgar
in Rome. ¢ Pray, is it not (fays an Aftorin
¢ one of this Author’s Plays) is it net the Con-
¢ juror who lathes himfelf |2

Another proof of the pra&ice of thofe both
active and pafiive flagellarions which prevailed
among the lecple in Rome, i1s zlio to be
drawn from the above-mentioned Book of
Feftus, on the Sisnification of twords. Feltus,
explaining in that Book the fignification of

* & Neewmivam fi, in plateis & fore rerim vena-
liwm, fictus Ariows ffudter :ur: verberet pates?  Lib.
11. adv. Juv. Cap. X1X. & Lib. 1. :‘!Lpﬂuog adv.
Aufhin, (_.“I.].} IV.—Reverd. non nates, .rr:af nares
{fubjungit ;"mthm nofter) legendum ecfftmaveruns
Frafmus 8 M, V. Reatinus ; j.e £ ev Codicibus Mas
it rup.!.rj, nares ix IILL., a';ssn'ﬁ ent ndaverynt Gree-
wires, & dotiffimus Fefuira H, Rafwerdu:.

§ f Nam ebfecro, num A ivlus qui ipjas fe vaberat?
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the word Flagratores, fays, that this word fig<
nified ¢ thofe who allowed themfelves to be
¢ whipped for money” And M. Pacier, 2
perfon of confummate learning in all that re-
lates to Antiquity, fays, in his Notes on the
above Author, that the word Flagratores [ig~
nified Dikewife € thole who whipped others 2’
he adds, that this was the more commaon ac-.
ceptation of the word *.

Befidesthe flageliarions juft mentioned,which
perhaps were alfo owing to fome fuperftitious
rotion or other in thole perfons who prac
tifed them, we find, in antient Authors, in-
ftances of lathings and whippings perfﬂrmﬁd'
in a way perfe€ly jocular, and as a kind of
innocent paflimie. None is more remarlable
than that which is related by Lucian of the
Philofopher Peregrinus. This Peregrinus (Lu-
cian obferves) was a Cynic Philofopher of a’
very impudent difpofition. He lived in the
time of the Emperor Trajan: after having
embraced the Chriftian Religion, he returned
to his former Sect: and then ufed frequently
to lath himfelf in public in rather an indecent
manner. ¢ Surrounded by a croud of Spec-
¢ tators, he handled his padendum (widoio)

* Immo potits 1 Videntur fuifle qui flagris ca-
delane,
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which he exhibited as a thing, he faid, of
¢ no value. He atterwards both gave himfelf,
¢ and received from the Byftarders, lathes up-
¢ on his pofteriors, and perfermed a number
¢ of other juvenile tricks equally furprizing
¢ as thefe.

We alfo find in Suetonivs another inftance
of {porave lathings or flappings among the
Ancients; and thele, too, practiled vpon no
lefs a perfon than a Roman Emperor. The
Emperor here alluded to, was the Emperor
Claudius. ¢ When he happened (fays Sueto-
¢ nius) to fall afleep after his dinner, which
¢ was a cultomary thing with him, they threw

ftones of olives or of dates at himy in order
' to awaken him; or fometimes the Court
Buffoons would roufe him, by firiking him,
" ajocular way, with a ftrap or a fcourge *.’

In fine, I fhall conclude this Chapter with
an inftance of voluntary flagellation among the
Anciests, which was not only free either from
the fuperitition or wantonnefls above-mention-
ed, but was moreover produced by rarional,
and, we may fay, laudable motives. Fhe in-
ftance I mean, is that of the flagellations

"

-

L)

# L‘i.@\‘_{u‘t{e‘fﬁ poft ctbum chdormifecret, quod ei fe¥é
quotidié accidebat, olearum & palmularum offibus in-
ceffebatur : interdum ferula flagrove velut por lodum
excitabatur a O G?FFEE.”
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beftowed upon himlelf by a certain Philolo-
pher, mentioned by Suidas. The Philofo-
pher’s name was Superanus : he was a Difciple
of Lafcaris; though palt the age of thirty
years, he had taken afirong refolution of ap-
plying himfelf to Science, and began at that
time to read the works of the moft famous
QOrators. So earneft was he in his defign of
fuccesding i thofe {tudies which he had un-
dertaken, that ¢ he never grudged himfelf
¢ eicher the rod or tharp le€tures, in order to
¢ learn all that Schoolmafters and Tutors
¢ teach their Pupils. He even was moie than
¢ once feen, inthe public Baths, to infli&t up*
¢ on himiclf the fevereft corrections *.2

% This Superanus, who confidered wlipping as’
a neceflary circumilance to make a complete edu-
cation, has been followed in that opinion by go
Jefs 2 man than the celebrated Loyola, the Foun-
der of the Order of the Jefuits. Jgnatins of
Loyola, after having led a military life, took it
into his head, though paft thirty years of age, to
begin his ftudies; and in order to render his courfe
of learning as complete as poflible, Lie infifled, ona
certain occafion, on the Mafter infiiting the cor-

reétion of the School upon him, in the prefence of
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all the Boys. Some Writers have advanced,
that Loyola was thirty-three years old, when he
underwent the above flagellation; while others
fay, he was thirty-feven. On the other hand,
certain Proteftant Authors, in erder to rob
the Saint of the praife of humility he acquired
‘on that occafion, pretend, that when he defired
to undergo the above correftion, he knew that the
Profeflor had, of himfelf, refolved to infliét it
upon him. The queftion is allo examined in
Bayle’s Dilionary, whether Tgnatius of Loyola
was ferved in the manner above-recited, at Bay-
onne, or in the Montaizu School, at Paris.
Moliere, in his Bourgeois Gentilhomme, introduces
juft fuch another charafter as Superanus and
Loyola. M. Jourdain, though a Man of a mid-
dle age, and without education, takes it into his
head to be on a fudden a learned Man and a fine
‘Gentleman : and in confequence of this fancy,
fills his houfe with Fencing Mafters, Dancing
- Mafters, Mafters of Mufic, Mafters of Philofo-
phy, and Mafters of every kind. His Wife and
Maid Servant, being very angry to fee their ap-
' :partmcnrs full of duft, and their floors coversd
~with dirt, take him to tafk on that account, and
the Wife, whois a fort of blunt, vulgar Woman,
among other peevifh expreffions of her difplea-
fure, afks him, ¢“ Do you mean, at your age, to
get'}rourfc-lf whipped, one of thele days:’—Tg¢
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which Mr. lourdain, like a true Superanus, an-
fwers, ¢ Why not? Would to God I were whip-
ped this very inftant before all the weorld, and
knew what is to be learnt at School.”

Madame JourDAIN.
N’ irex wous point un de ces jours vous faive dons
ner le fouct, a votre dge?
M. JourRDAIN.

Pﬂf{rgz_rai non 2 Plit a Diew d’aveir tout a Pheure
le fouit, devant tout le monde, & [avoir ce quon ap-

prend au G’m’!&ge.

From the extenfive ufe of flagellations that took
place among the antient Heathens, the Abbé Boi-
Icau ten or twelve times draws the conclufion
different parts of his Book, that the firft Chriftians
held that mode of punithment in deteftation, and
never adopted it for themielves. However, the
other Catholic Divines are very far from admit-
ting this conclufion, nor by any means grant that,
becaufe certain praftices were adopted by the an-
tient Heathens, it follows that the firft Chriftians
abftained from them. They, on the contrary,
fay that the Abbé himfelf ought to know, that
Chriftians have imitated {feveral ceremonies of the
Pagans, which they have fanétified by the inten-
tions with which they perform them; and on
this fubject they quote Polydore Vergil, who re-
marks, that the cuftom adopted by Prelates, of
giving the outfide of their hand to be kiffed, when
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they officiate in their Pontifical drefles, the cuf-
tom of making prayers for the dead on the fe-
venth day after their burial, the offering of pic-
tures to thofe Saints by whofe affiftance dangers
have been efcaped, &c. &e. are praftices derived
from the Heathens.

They moreover add, that even the Temples
of the Pagans have been converted by Chriftians,
to their own ufe; and on this occafion they al-
ledge, among other inftances, that of FDPE Gre-
gory the Great,. who wrote to St. Auguftin, Apof-
tle of England (or rather to Melitus, with an
mjunétion to inform the Apoftle) that he muft
not demolifh the temples of the idols in the above
kingdom, but that he ought to preferve thole
which are well built (ben¢ confiruéia), and after pu-
rif}r}ﬁg them with holy water, and by placing re-
licks, appropriate them to the ufe of the Church.

L
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C.H AP, VI

Containing the moft ingenious arguments of the
Abbé Boileau, The practice of [courging ong's-
Jelf wvas unknown to the firjt Fathers of the

Church ; and alfo to the firft Anchorites, or
Hermits. :

LAGELLATIONS of different kinds

being univerfally practifed among the Hea-
thens, this circumftance muft needs have given
but little encouragement to the firft Chriftians,
to imitate fuch mode of correion; and we
may take it for granted that they had not
adopted it. Indeed, we find that no mention
is made of it in the writings of the firft, ei-
ther Greek or Latin Fathers; for inftance, in
the Epiftles of St. Ignatius, the Apologies of
Juftinius, the Apoftolic Canons, the Confti-
tutions attributed to Clement the Roman, the
works of Origen, the Stromats of Clement
of Alexandria, and all the works in general
of Eufebius of Cafarea, of St. Chryfoftom,
of St.Bafil, and of St. Balfil of Seleucia. In
all the above Authors, no mention, 1 fay,
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is made of flagellations; at leaft, of thofe of
a voluntary kind; unlefs we are abfolutely to
explain in a literal manner paffages in which
they manifeftly fpoke in a figurative fenfe:
we may therefore fafely conclude, that the
firft Chriftians had no notion of thofe cruel
exercifes which prevail in our days, and that
to flay one’s hide with fcourges or rods, as is
in thefe times the practice of numberlefs De-
votees, in or out of religious Orders, were
practices unknown among them.

So far, indeed, were the firft Chriftians from
approving the practice of felf-flagellations,
that they feem on the contrary to have enter-
tained a notion, that their very quality of
Chriftians freed them from any kind of fia-
gellation whatever, as we may learn from the
infcription in Latin verfes that had been placed
by them upon the column to which Jefus
Chrift was faftened when he was whipped :
the following is the tranflation of that infcrip-
tion: ¢ In this Houfe our Lord ftood bound ;
¢ and, being faftened to this column, like a
flave, offered his back to the whip. This
venerable column is {till ftanding, continu-
ing to fupport the fabric of the Temple, and
teaches us to live exempt from every kind
of fagellation.’

o W - " "

H 3 “¢ Vinllus
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“¢ Vinllus in bis Dominus [fletit #dibus, atque
Gelumnae
Annexus, tergum dedit wt fervile flagellis.
erflat adbue, Ifmpkrfrzgﬂf gerit veneranda Co-
ff.:.'mm?,
Nofgue docet cuniZis immunes vivere flagiis.”

Now, if the firft Chriftians had been ufed
to infli¢t daily difcipline upon themfelves, or
to receive it from other perfons, it is altoge-
ther improbable that they would have faid
that they were exempt from every kind of fla-
gellation. The above lines, it may not be
amifs to obferve, were thought to have been
written by Prudentius, who lived about the
latter end of the fourth century. Fabri-.
cius, in his Edition of the Chriltian Poets,
afcribes the fame lines to one Ameenus, who
lived in the eighth Century; and, on the
other hand, Johannes Siccardus fays, that Se-
dulius, who lived under the reign of Theodo-
fius junior, js the Author of them. Be it as
it may, it does not much matter on this occa-
fion to know who has written them ; it is fuf-
ficient to obferve that they are very ufeful to
confirm the aflertion, as to the novelty of vo-
luntary flagellations #,

* Qur Do&or of the Sorbonne and  Abké
Boileau (whofe meaning is here faithfully laid
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Arguments have alfo been derived by the
prometers of flagellations, from thofe which

before the reader) fpeaks with much confidence
of the proofs he derives in fuppert of his opinion,
from the above Latin lines, which he adds he
thinks he has done well and wifely to produce;
and I have poftponed to the end of his argument,
to make any remark upon the fubje&, in order to
let him enjoy his trinmph a little longer. How-
ever, his whole reafoning is no more than a quibe
ble on the fenfe of the word fagram; which in-
deed fignifies a whip, but alfo fignifies a luftful pai-
fion : both come from the verb fagrare, to burn;
and fagrare amore, to burn with love: hence
the word flagrans deliffum, whichis faid of a Man
who is caught in the a&t of debauching another
Man’s wife, or as fome Civilians exprefs it, alie-
nam Uxorem fubagitans : from the above expreflion
the French have made the words fagrant délit,
which have the fame meaning ; and they fay of a
Man under the above circumfitances, that he i1s
caught en fagranmt délie.  The real meaning of the
Latin lines above-quoted, is, therefore, that Chrif-
tians ought to be free, not from every kind of fa-
gellation, but from luftful paffions. Thofe lines,
it may be obferved, together with the quibble
contained in them, of which eur Author has
availed himfelf to fupport his private opinion, are

H 4
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Jefus Chrift was made to fuffer, in order to
prove that they were praciifed upen them-
ielves by the firft Chriftians. But though 1t
may be a meritorious action to endure whip-
ping with as much patience as Jefus Chrift,
and for caules of the fame kind as he did,
yet it is no proof that the firft Chriftians had
any thought of expofling themfelves volunta-
rily to a purifnment which had been impofed
upon him by force. Befides, the firlt Chrifti-
ans could not pofhibly be induced by their de-
fire of imitating Jefus Chrilt’s whipping (fup-
pofling they really had fuch defire) to flagellate
themielves in the cruel manner that has lince
prevailed ; for they did not think that the fla-
cellation undergone by our Lord was in a
verv high degree painful, and they looked
upon it as having been but an inconfiderable
partof the punithment he was made to fuffer.
In fa&t, St. Chryfoftom and St. Auftin, asthe
Reader may fee in their works, relate that Pi-

in the {fame tafte with the other productions of
Monks, during the times of the middie age, and
of the general decay of literature, when finding
out quibbles and puns, and fucceeding in com-
pofing acroftics, anagrams, and other difficiles nu-
g, engrofled the whole ambition of Verfificators :
though, to fay.the truth, worfe lines than the
above have been written in that kind of ftyle.
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late ordered Jefus Chrift to be fcourged after
the manner, not of the Romans, among whom
the punifhment of whipping was inflicted
with great feverity, but of the Jews, who ne-
ver fuffered the number of forty ftripes to be
exceeded. And though the truth in that re-
{pect has afterwards been better known, yet,
it was only in latter times that the difcovery
was made, and that St. Bridget, a holy Nun,
by means of a revelation fhe had on that fub-
ject, was informed, and thereby enabled to
inform the world, that the two holy Fathers
were wrong in their opinions, and that Jefus

Chrift had really been flagellated with great
cruelty #.

# Inftances of revelations, like thofe of St.
Bridget, concerning the perfon of Jefus Chrifk
and his fufferings, are very frequent among Nuns;
and, to fay the truth, it is no wife furprifing that
they thould, at times, have vifions of this kind.
As thofe Women who are deftined to live in the
condition of Nuns, are commonly, not to fay al-
ways, made to take their vows at an early age,
that is, ata time when their paffions are moft dif-
pofed to be inflamed, and when an object of love
may be looked upon as one of the neceffaries of
life, this, together with the circumitance of their
clofe confinement, induces a number of them to
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Befides thofe Fathers who have been quoted
above, as having made no mention of flagella-

contralt a real and ardent love for the perioh of
Jefus Chrift, whofe pi¢tures they fee placed al-
moft in every corner, who is, befides, exprefsly
called their Hufband, whofe Spoufes they are
faid to be, and to whom, at the final and {o-
lemn clofing of their vows, they have been aétu-
ally betrothed, by having a ring put on their fin-
ser. To the mind of {uch of thefe unfortunate
young Women as have once begun to indulge
fancies of this kind, the image of their beloved
Spoufe is continually prefent, under fome one of
the figures by which he is reprefented in the above-
mentioned pitares; and his flagellations, and
other hardthips he was made to wundergo, are,
among other things, the objefts of their tendereft
concern ; hence the numberlefs vifions and reve-
lations which Nuns, like St. Bridget, have at all
times had upon thofe fubjetts : and feveral among
them, whofe love was more fervent, or who
thought themfelves intitled to fome particular dif-
unétion from their Spoufe, have even fancied,
on ceriain occafions, that they had been favoured
with a vifible imprefiton of his facred Stigmats,
that 1s, of the marks of the five main wounds
which he received when he was putto death. The
idea of thofe vifible marks or Stigmats of Jefus
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tions in their writings, except in a figurative
manner, there are others no lefs commendable
for their learning, who have been equally fi-
lent on that fubject. St. Jerom, among
others, deferves to have particular notice
taken of him: and he once had, we are to ab-
ferve, a very natural opportunity of mention-
ing voluntary flagellations, if he had had any
notion of fuch a prattice. 1 mean here to
fpeak of the letter he wrote to Deacon Sabi-
nus, inorder to admenith him of his fins, and
exhort him to repent of them. This Sabinus
was a moft profligate man, who was publicly
known to have been guilty of the crime of
adultery, and who had, in one inftance, carri-
ed his wickednefs {o far as to attempt to ravifh
a girl in the very manger in which Jefus Chrift
had reccived the adoration of the three Eaf-
tern Kings. St. Jerom exerts the utmoft
powers of his eloquence in order to bring that

Chrift’s weunds, we may obferve, was, in the firft
inftance, a contrivance of St. Francis, who pre-
tended that they had been impreffed on his body
during a vifion he had in a remote place; and he
prevailed upon his Monks, and other adherents,
to confider them as emblems of a clofe affinity be-
tween him and our Lord, and as a kind of order
of knighthood that had been conferred on him.
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man to a fenfe of his crimes, and engage him
to do a fuitable penance for them, and yet he
makes no mention whatever about whipping
or difcipline. Now, is it in any degree credi-
ble that he would, on fuch an occalion, have
been filent as to the ufe of whips, leather-
thongs, or fcourges, if they had been com-
monly in ufe, and avowed by the Church ?
The fupporters of flagellations, however,
urge that the fame St. Jerom, in his Epiftle to
Euflachius, fays, fpeaking of himfelf, ¢ I re-
¢ member to have many a time fpent the
¢ whole day in loud lamentations, and to have
¢ only ceafed to beat my breaft when the ad-
¢ monitions of our Lord reftored tranquillity
¢ to me”” But this very paffage, which is
made ufe of to prove that voluntary flagella-
1ions were in ufe during the times of the pri-
mitive Church, manifeftly proves the contrary,
and that St, Jerom was an utter ftranger to
the ufe either of fcourges or rods. It istrue,
he lamented, as he fays, for his fins, and beat
his breafl, in order to expel by this natural
method of venting his grief, the wicked
thoughts with which he felt him{elf agitated
but in doing this, he employed, and could
employ, only his fifts : the fhort diftance be-
tween bis arms and his breaft made it altos
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ther impracticable for him to ufe rods, thongs,
ftraps, fticks, fcourges, befoms, or whips.
Nor is any argument to be drawn from what
is related of the fame St. Jerom, that the
Angels once fuftigated him in the prefence of
"God, and covered him with ftripes, becaufe he
“was fired with an ardent defire of acquiring
the ftyle and eloquence of Cicero: for it is
evident, that this flagellation was impofed up-
on him by force, and as an involuntary chaf-
tifement. Befides (which would make it com-
pletely unjuft to draw any inference from this
fa&) St. Jerom only fuffered the flagellation
in queftion in a dream, as himfelf with great
wifdom obferves, in his Apology againft Ruf-
finus: ¢ I was afleep (fays he) when I pro-
¢ mifed before the tribunal of God never to
engage in the ftudy of worldly letters; fo
that the facrilege and perjury he charges me
with, amount to no more than the violation
of a dream.’
If we perufe the Hiftory of the Lives of
the ancient Anchorites of the Eaft, we fhall
find great reafon to think that they likewife
were ftrangers to the praflice of felf-Aagella-
tion. 'Theodoret, Bithop of Cyrus, who dii-
tinguifhed himfelf fo honourably in the fifth
Council of Chalcedon, has, for inftance, writ-
ten the lives of thirty of thefe Solitaries, who

"y [, oy iy
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were particularly celebrated on account of the
great aufterities and mortifications which they
practifed, and who were afterwards on that
account raifed to the dignities of Priefts or of
Bifhops; and yet, he has made no mention of
their ufing either rods or whips, in the nume-
rous and different penances which they per-
formed.

Thus,we are informed in the Book of Theo-
doret, that St. James of Nifibe (who was af-
terwards made a Bifhop) had voluntarily de-
prived himfelf, during his whole life-time, of
the ufe of fire. He lay vpon the ground;
he never wore any woollen clothes, but only
ufed goat-fkins to hide his nakednefs,

It is related in the fame bock, that St. Ju-
lian only ate bread made of millet, and that
he abftained from the ufe of almoll every kind
of drink. St. Martianus never ate bur once
in a day, and that very {paringly tco; {o that
he continually endured the tortures of hunger
and thirft: this holy Man had, befides, a
Difciple who never touched either bread or
meat.

St. Eufebius ufed to wear an iron chain
round his body; his continual faftings and
other kinds of macerations rendered him fo
lean and emaciated, that his girdle would
sontinually flide down upon his hecls; and

4
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Publius the elder, voluntarily fubmitted to
mortifications of the fame kind,

Simeon only fed upon herbs and roots. St.
Theodofius the Bithop ufed to wear a hair-
cloth around his body, and iron chains at his
hands and feet. St. Zeno never refted upon a
bed, nor looked into a Book. Macedonius,
during forty years, never ufed any other food
than barley, and was not afterwards raifed to
the dignity of Prieft, but againft his own con-
fent. Bifthop Abrahames never tafted bread
during the whole time of his being a Bithop,
and carried his mortifications fo far, as to for-
bear the ufe of clear water.

The fame Theodoret, continuing to relate
the life of the holy Hermits, fays, that fome
of them uled to wear iron fhoes, and others
were conftantly burdened with cuiraflfes in-
wardly armed with points. Some would wil-
lingly expofe themfelves to the fcorching heat
of the fun in fummer days, and to the nip-
ping cold of winter evenings: and others
(continues Theodoret) as it were buried them-
felves alive in caverns, or in the bottom of
- wells; while others made their habitations,
and in a manner roofted, upon the very tops
of columns.

Now, among all thofe numerous and fingu-
lar methods of lelf-mortification which Theo-
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doret defcribes as having been conftantly prac-
tifed by the above-named holy Hermits, we
do not find, as hath been above obferved, any
‘mention made of flagellations: methods of
doing penance, thefe, which it is hardly cre-
dible, Theodoret would have neglected to men-
tion, if thofe hely Men had employed them .

# Among thofe Solitaries who, as 1s above-
mentioned, fixed their habitations upon the tops
of columns, particular mention is made of one
who was afterwards, on that account, denomi-
‘nated St. Simeon Stylites, from the Greek word
TruAcs, a column. This St. Simeon Stylites was a
native of Syria; and the column upon which he
had chofen to fix his habitation, was fixty cubits
‘lligh. Numbers of people reforted to it from all
‘parts, in order to confult him upon different fub-
'jcn':'ts, and he delivered his oracles to them from
his exaited manfion. One of his mecthods of
mortifying himfelf was, to make frequent genu-
flexions ; and he made them fo quickly, it is faid,
and in fuch numbers, that a perfon, who one day
{pied him from fome diftance, and attempted to
count them, grew tired, and left off when he had
told two thoufand. '
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The exiftence of the above Hermit, as well as
of thofe mentioned by our Author, together with
the hard penances to which they {ubmitted, feem
in general to be faéts pretty well afcertained ; and
the amazing hardfhips which the JFakirs in the
Eaft Indies, ftill continue in thefe days to im-
pole upon themfelves, make the above accounts
- appear the lefs incredible. However, they have
been fince wonderfully magnified in the Com-
pilations of Lives of Saints, and Hiftories of mi-
racles ; efpecially in that called the Golden Legend,
which is the moft remarkable of all, and was
compiled a few Centuries ago by one Facobus de
Foragine, and has been fince tranflated inte {eve-
ral languages : it is a thick folio book, bound in
parchment, which is found at all the Inns in Ca-
tholic Countries. :

The life of a Hermit {till continues to be follow-
ed by feveral perfons. Thofe who make profef-
fion of it, are Men who, like the firft Anchorites
of the Eaft, choofe to live by themfelves, in
places more or lefs remote from Towns, without
being tied by any vows ; they only wear a particu-
lar kind of habit, and perform certain religious
duties.

Whatever may be the real or affefted fan&ity
of a few of them, the whole tribe of Hermits,
however, have not efcaped the common misfor-

1
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tune of Iriars and Nuns, who have numbers of
amorous fteries circulated os their account;; often
for no other reafon, we are charitably to {uppofe,
than the additional degree of relith which they
derive from the contralt between the fadks, they
contain, and the outward: life. and, profeflions of
thofe of whom they.arerelated.  Thus, the cele-
brated: La Foitainc has made the contrivance of a
certain Hermit, for ebtaining poficilion of a young
Woman whio lived in a neighbeurning cettage, the
fubjeét of one of lis Tales, And Paggic has related
another floty of an Hermit, which I think wor-
thy of a placs here, fince this beok is defigned, no
lefs fowthe entertainment than the miormation of
the Keader.

The Hermit in queflion lived in the neigh-
bourhood of Florence. He was a great favourite-
with. the Ladies; and: the moft diftingnithed at
Coust flocked daily to the place of his retreat.
"The report of the licenticus life he led, reached
the ears of the Grand Duke, who ordered the
Man to be feifed and breught before him : and as .
it was well known he had been conneéted with, the
firft Ladies at Court, he was commanded by thie
Secretary of State to declare the names of all the
Ladies whofe favoars he had received : when he
named three or four, and faid thers were no more.
The Secretary nfifted upon his telling the whole
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Cad AP VIl

A few more of the Abbé Boileau's arguments are
introduced. It does not appear that felf-fla-
gellation made a part of the duties preferibed
in the fir/i Monafieries, during the times of
the jfirft eflablifbments of that kind. The
only pofitive inftances of flagellations fuffered by
Saints) or the Candidates for that title,in the
days we [peak of, are thefe which the Devil
bas inflicled upon them.,

N the antient Monafteries of Egypt, and

of the Eaft, that is to fay, in the firft re-
gular religious eftablithments which took place
among Chriftians, it does not feem that felf-
flagellations were in wufe, and that they had
any notion of thofe frequent lathings and
fcourgings with which Monafteries have fince
refounded.

In fact, we find that that Rule which com.
monly goes under the name of St. Anthony,
who lived about the year 300, and was the
very firft profefior of Monaftic Life, is en-
tircly filent on that fubjet. The fame is to be

4.
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obferved of the Rules framed by the Abbot
Iaiah, who lived in much the fame time as St.
Anthony ; of thofe compofed by the Fathers
Serapion, Macarius, Paphnutius, another Ma-
carius, and feveral other very antient Rules,
framed in the Monafteries of the Eaft, which
the learned - Lucas Holftenius, Librarian of
the Vatican, has publifhed in his Code of Rules.
The Rules of the firft religious Orders
founded in the Weft, have been likewife fi-
lent as to the voluntary ufe of thongs and
whips. The firft Rule, for inftance, prefcrib-
ed to the Benedittines, that antient Wefltern
Order, does not mention a word about felf-
flagellation : and the fame filence is to be ob-
ferved in the Rules framed by Ovifiefius, Ab-
bot of Tabennz, by St. Aurelian, Bifhop of
Arles, by St. Ifidorus, Bifhop of Sevil, by
St. Tetradius, and a number of others, whofe
Rules Helltenius has likewife collefted. From
thence we may therefore conclude, that Chrif-
tians, in thofe times, had no notion of thofe
beatings and fcourgings which are now fo pre-
valent; and that the upper and the lowwer dif-
ciplines were alike unknown among them #,

* Conclufions againft the antiquity of the upper
and the /ower difciplines, are frequentin the Abkg
Boileau’s book ; though I have thought it unne-

I3
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The only Author of weight, in the days
we fpeak of, who feems to have made any

ceflary to lay them all before the reader. Againfi the
Litter kind of difcipline, he lias been particularly zea-
leus ; and, befides his ufual charge of novelty, he
has, on one occafion, taxed it with being a remnant
of idclatry and Pagan fuperftition. "This imputation
has much difpleafed a French Curate, who wrote
an anfwer to him: he thouglt it refleéted on thofe
Saints who praftifed the difcipline in queition,
and he animadverted on the Abbé in the follow-
i:g terms.  Qudle plus grande injure peut-on faire
aux Saints & aux Saintes qui fe difciplinert par en
bas, que de dire qu’ils fout des idolatres & des fupers
Sflitieux 2 . . . Peat on les deshonorver davantage, ces
Saints, que d’en parler comme fait M, Eoileau ?
¢ Can a greater infult be pat upon thofe Saints of
¢ both Sexes who practife the lower difcipline,
¢ than faying that they arc {uperflitious perfons
and idelaters? Is it poffible to thew mor¢ difre-
{peét to thofe Saints, than fpeaking of them as
Nonf. Boilean does ¥

With refpeét to the filence of the firft Monal-
tic Rules, concerning veluntary flagellation, 1t
mav be obferved that it has been amply compen-
fated in fubfequent ones. The Carmes are to dif-
cipline themfelves twice a week, and the Monks
of Montz Caffina, onceat leaft ; the Uhfuline Nuns,

[ 3
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mention of volantary flagellations being prac-
tifed in the antient Monafteries, is St. John
Climax, who, according to fome accounss,
fived in the middle of the fuurth, and, ac-
cording to others, only in the fixth Century.
This Author relates, that, in a certain Mo-
naltery, ¢ fome, among the Monks, watered
¢ the pavement with their tears; while others,
¢ who could not fhed any, besz themfelves #.?
Several Writers have laid great fire(s on that
paflage, and quoted it as an undoubted proof
of the antiquity of the pratice of voluntary
Hagellation ; yet I will take the liberty o dil.
fent from their opinion, fince other Writers
have judged that St. John Climax only fpoke
in a figurativé manner, and have tranflated
the above paflage, by faying that ¢ thole monks

every Friday; the Carmelite Nuns, on Wednef-
days and Fridays; the Nuns of the Fifitation,
when they pleafe; the Englith Benedidlines,’ a
greater or lefs number of times, weekly, accord-
ing to the fealon of the year; the Celeflines, on
the eve of every great feftival; and the Gapuchin
Friars are to perform a lower dilcipline every
morning in the week, &c. &c.
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¢ who could not {hed tears, lamented them-
¢ felves #.’

* The above paffage of St. Climax, like thofe
of David and St. Paul, difcufled in the 2d and
3d Chapters, has caufed much difputation between
the Affertors, and the Oppofers, of the dofirine of
the antiquity of voluntary flagellations. = The
Abbé Boileau has taken much pains, in his text, to
prove that Si. John Climax, notwithftanding the
precifion of the expreflion he has ufed, only
meant to fpeak 1n a hgurative fenfe; and he has
for that purpofe produced a number of authorities
from different books, and entercd into a long
grammatical differtation on the Greek words ufed
by that Saint, in which he at laft bewilders
himfelf, and fays the very reverfe of what he
had promifed to prove. He has alfo beftow-
ed fome pains on different paflages of other
(Greek fathers, which are as puﬁ_t'we: as that quoted
from St. John Climax; and among others, upon
one of St. Cyril, Patriarch of Alexandria, who
exprefles. himfelf with great clearnefs, and fays,
he whips bimfelf, and exhorts his friends to do the
{fame.

However, notwithftanding the great precifion
of the words ufed by the above good Fathers, whe-
ther in fpeaking of themfelves, or of other per-
fons, we are not perhaps iIltil'é!}‘ to refufe to ad-



Chap. VIIL.] THE FLAGELLANTS. 123

Regard for truth, however, obliges us to
mention one or two inftances of flagellations,
which are to be found in the hiftory of the an-
tient Eaftern Anchorites, written by Theo-
doret, who has been abovementioned; but
thofe inftances are fuch, that certainly no ar-

“gument can be derived from them, to prove
that voluntary flagellations were in ufe in the
times in which thofe Anchorites lived.

One of thofe inftances 1s to be found in the
life of Abrahames. It isrelated init, thatthe

mit the affertions of the Abb¢ Boileau,, that they
only fpoke in a figurative fenfe. It is not abfo-
dutely impofiible that the paffages which are quoted
from them, though ever fo exprefsly mentioning
Aagellations, beatings, and fiourgings, were no more,
after all, than canting ways of expreffion, hke
thofe commonly ufed by men who affeét preten-
fions to fuperior fanétity; who take every op-
portunity of magnifying their fufferings, or thofe
of their friends, though often of an imaginary
kind. However, on this important fubject, I
{hall leave the Reader to determine: I will only
obferve, that the mofl zealous Supporters of felf-
flagellation confefs, that the fame was never fo
much praétifed among the Eaftern as among the
Wettern Chriftians, as they had adopted feveral
other means of felf-mortification.
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Chriftian populace having attempted to feize
the theets in which the body of that Saint was
wrapped, the lictors drove them back with
whips. Now, itis obvipus to every one, that
the lalhes which thefe lictors beltowed, to and
fro and at random, vpon thofe men who belet
them, were not wiltlingly received by the lat-
ter. And the fame may certainly with equal
truth be obferved of the flagellations inflited
upon the people (which is the fecond inftance
mentioned by Thecdoret) by the Collectors of
the public Tributes, who, he fays, ufed to
colle€k them with fcourges and whips #,

* Sir Robert Walpole’s Excife Scheme made a
wonderful noife in this Nation; but we may fafe-
ly fuppofe, that if flagellations, like thole above-
mentioned, had been made part of the projedt,
the noife would have been flill greater.

A falt, fupplied by the Abbé Boileau himfelf,
will be introduced in a fubfequent Chapter, from
which it appears, that I'heodcret was not unac=-
quainrted with the practice of {elf-flagellation. The
filence of that Author on the fubjed, in certain
parts of his writings, only fhews that that prac-
tice was not yet become, in his time, that fettled
method of atoninz for pail fins, which has been
fince adopted, and that a fcourge had not yet been
made a neceffary part of the furniture of Devotees.
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Tothofeinftances of involuntary Bagellations,
during the times of the Eaftern Anchorites,
and the firlt Monks, we may, I think, fafely
add thofe which the Devil, jealous of their
merit, has infli¢ted vpen them : a cafle which
has frequently happened, if we are to credit
the Writers of thofe times.

In the life of St. Anthony, which was writ-
ten by St. Athanafius, we read that that Saint
was frequently fet upon, and lathed in his cell,
by the Infernal Spirit. . .

St. Hilarion was al{o often expofed to the
fame misfortune ; as we arc informed by St.
Jerom, who wrote an account of his life.
¢ This wanton Gladiator (fays St. Jerom,
¢ fpeaking of the Devil) beftrides him, beat-
¢ ing his fides with his heels, and his head
¢ with a fcourge *.

A great many other Saints, which it would
be too tedious to mention, have been expofed
to the like treatment ; and the prieflt Grimiai-
cus, the Author of an antient Monaftic Rule,
oblerves that Devils will often infolently lay
hold of Men, and lath them, in the fame man-
ner as they uled to ferve the bleffed Antheny.

That the above-mentioned  inftances of the
wantonnels of the Devil, with refpect to

% Infidet dorfs gus feflivus Gladiator, &3 lateia
calcibus, cervicem flagells verberans,
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Saints, were not willingly fubmitted to by the
latter, needs not, I think, to be fupported by
any proof : it muft cerrainly have been with
areat relutance, that they felt themfelves ex-
pofed to the lath of fo formidable a Flagel-
lator *.

* Inftances of flagellations beftowed by the De-
vil, occur frequently in the'Baok’s_ in which the
Lives of Sairits, either antient or.modern, are re-
cited : whether it was that thofe Saints, after hav-
ing dreamed of fuch flagellations, 'fauciéd'they
had in reality received them, and fpoke accord-
ingly, or that they had fome fcheme in view,

when they made complaints of that kind. ' St.

Francis of A4ffifa, for inftance, as is relatedin the
Golden Legend, received a.dreadful flagellation
from the Devil the very firft night he was in Rome,
which caufed him to leave that place without delay.
And, to fay the truth, it is not at all unlikely
that, having met there with a colder reception
than he judged his fan&ity intitled him to, he
thought proper to decamip immediately, and when
he returned to his Convent, told the above {ftory
to his Monks. f
Among thofe Saints who received flagellations,
or vifits in general, from the Devil, St. Anthony
3 H
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is however the mofk celebrated. At fometimes the
Devil, as is mentioned above, flagellated him vi~
eoroufly ; and at others, employed temptations of
quite a different kind, in order to feduce him:
thus, he afflumed in one inftance, the fhape of a
beautiful young Woman, who made all imagina-
ble advances to the Saint: but, happily, all was
to no purpofe. The celebrated Engraver Calot
has made one of thofe vifits of the Devil to St.
-Anthony, the fubjeét of one of his Prints, which
is infcribed The Temptation of St. Anthony ; and he
has reprefented in it fuch a numerous {fwarm of
Devils of all fizes, pouring at once into the Saint’s
.cavern, and exhibiting fo furprifing a variety of
faces, poftures, and ludicrous weapons, fuch as
{quirts, bellows, and the like, that this Print may
very well be mentioned as an inftance, among
others, of the great fertility of the imagination of
.that Engraver.

Befides the perfecutions which St. Anthony fuf-
fered from the Devil, he has the farther merit of
having been the firft Inflitutor ot the Monaftic
life, feveral other Hermits having in his time
chofen to aflemble together, and lived under his
direttion ; and though he has not exprefsly been
the Founder of any particular Order, yet it is-
glory enouvzh for him to have been the Father of
the whole family of Friars and Nuns. In more
modern times, however, his relicks having been
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brought from Egypt to Conflantinople, and thence
transferred to Dawpliné, in France, a Church was
built on the fpot where they were depofited, and a
new Order of Friars was a little after efiablifhed,
who go by the name of Xlonks of St. Anthony.
Thefe Monks form a kind ef Order diftinét from
all others ; but yet they have no lefs ingenuity
than the other Monks for procuriag the good of
their Convent, as may be judged from the follow-
ing frory, which, Ithink, I mayventure to relate
as a conclnfion both of this Note, and of the
whole Chapter.

The Story I ntean, is contained in the Book of
the Apolsgic powr Hérodote, wliich was written about
the year 1500 by Hemry Etienns, ori purpofe to
thew that thofe who intirely reject the fa&s related
by Herodotus, on account of their incredibility,
treat him with too much feverity, fince a number’
of fats daily happen, which arc altogether as fur-
prifitig as thofe that are found in that Author,

Before relatinig the ftory in queftion, the Reader
eught to be informed, that St. Anthony is com-
‘monly thought to have a great command over fire,
aind a power of deftroying, by flafhes of that ele-
ment, thofe who ncur his difpleafure : thie com-
mon people have been led into this belief, by con=
ftantly feeing a fire placed by the fide of that
Saint, in the reprefentations that are made of him;

thiough-this fire is placed theve for no other reafon
I
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than becanfe the Saint is thought to have the. power
of curing the eryfipelas, which is alfo called the
Jacred five (ignis facer); in the {ame manner as St.
Hubert cures the Hydrophoby, St. John the Epi-
lepfy, and other Saints other diforders. A cer-
tain Monk of St. Anthony (to come to our point)
who was well acquainted with: the above prepoef-
{eflion of the vulgar concerning the power of his
Saint, ufed on Sundays to preach in public, in
different villages within a certain diftance from his
Convent. One day he aflembled his congregation
under a tree on which a magpye had built her neft,
into which he had previoufly found means to con-
vey a fmall box filled with gunpowder, which he
had well fecured therein; and out of the box
huﬁg a long thin match, that was to burn flowly,
and was hidden among the leaves of the tree. As
foon as the Monk, or his Affiftant, had touched
the match with a lighted coal, he began his fer-
mon. In the mean while the magpye returned tw -
ifier neft ; and finding in it a ftrange body which
{he could not remove, the il into a pailion, and
begaa to {cratch with her feet, and chatter unmer
cifully. The Friar affeéted to hear her withont
zmotion, and continued his fermon with great
compofure; only he would now and then lift up
his eyes towards the top of thetree, as if he want-
£d to fec what was the matter.” At laft, when be
judged the fire was very ncar reaching the gun-
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powder, he pretended to be quite out of patience,
‘he curfed the magpye, and withed St. Anthony’s
fire might confume her, and went on again with
his fermon; but he had fcarcely pronounced a
few periods, when the match on a fudden pro-
duced its effe€t, and blew up the magpye with her
neft; which miracle wonderfully raifed the cha-
rafter of the Friar, and proved afterwards very
beneficial both to him and his Convent.
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CHAEPE. IX,

Corrections of a flagellatory kind, inflified by
Jorce, were however, though in wvery early
times, the common method of correfling of~
fences of a religious nature ; and the power
of inflitling them was poffeffed alike by Bi-
Sbaps, and the Heads of Monafieries *.

T muft be confefled, however, that though
felf-flagellations made no part of the rules

or {tatutes belonging to the different monaftic
Orders, founded in thofe early ages of Chrif-
tianity, the fame cannot be faid of that me-
thod of correftion, when impofed by force

* The whole fubftance of the Abbé Boileau’s
arguments (fo far as it has been poffible to make
them out) is contained in the three firft Chapters
of this Work, and in thofe two which precede
this : the Author is now to continue the text part
of the Book, without any farther profpe&t of af-
fiftance from the Abbé’s obfervations and direc-
tions ; except in the laft Chapter, in which they
are once more to meet, and to lay again their wife
heads together.

K
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upon fuch Monks as had been guilty of of-
fences, either againfl the difcipline of the Or-
der, or againft picty: an extenlive power of
infli&ing fuch falutary corrections, having,
from the earlieft times, been lodged in the
hands of Abbots, and the Superiors of Con-
vents. .
Nay more, we find that Bifhops, during
the very firft times of Chriftianity, affumed
the paternal power we mention, even with re-
gard to perfons who were bound to them by
no vow whatever, when they happened to
have been guilty either of breaches of piety,
or of herefy. Of this, a remarkable proof
may be deduced from the sgth Epiftle of St.
Auguftin, which he wrote to the Tribune Mar--
cellinus, concerning the Donatifis,  St. Au-
guflin exprefles himfelf in the following
wrds: ¢ Do not recede from that paternal di-
¢ ligence you have manifelted in your re-
< fearches after offenders ; in which you have
fucceeded to procure confeflions of fuch
¢ great crimes, not by ufing racks, red-hot
blades of iron, or flames, but only by the
¢ application of rods. This 1s a method of
coercion which is frequently practifed by
Teachers of the fine Arts upon their Pupils,
by Parents upon their Childrens and often

oy
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¢ alfo by Bithops upon thofe whem they find to
¢ have been guilty of offences #.

Another proof of this power of ﬂagella—
tion, affumed by Bifhops in very early times,
may be derived from the account which Cy-
prianus has given of Celarius, Bifhop of Ar-
les 3 who fays; thar that Bifhop endeavoured
as much as poffible, in the exercife of his
power, to keep within the bounds of modera-
tion prefcribed by the law of Mofes. The

® ¢« Noli perdere paternom diligentiam quam in
ipsd inguifitione fervafii, quando tantorum fcelerum
conf [ronem eraifts, mon extendente equulco, non ﬁJ..
cantibus ungulis, non urentibus ﬂamm 54 ﬁd vIrga-
vum verberibus.  Dui modus coercionts & & magifiris
artium liberalium; & ab ipfis parentibus; & fepe
etiam in judiciis folet ab Epifcopis adbiber:.”’——
This Letter of St. Auguftin, addrefled to a Man
invefted both with military and civil power, as the
Tribune Marcellinus was; in order to exhort him
to employ violence and whipping againft thole who
differed from him in their opinions, 1s an addi-
tional proof of a melancholy truth that has often
been noticed; which is, thatthofe who exclaim
moft bitterly againft perfecution, when exercifed
againft them, and are the mott ready to claim to-
leration 1n their own favour, are not always the

moft willing to grant the fame fayour to others.

K 2
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following are Cyprianus’s words. ¢ This holy
Man took conftant care, that thofe who were
fubjected to his authority, whether they were
of a free, or a fervile condition, when they
were to be flagellated for fome offence they
had committed, thould not receive more
than thirty<nine ftripes. If any of them,
however, had been guilty of a gtievous
fault, then indeed he permitted them to be
again lathed a few days afterwards, though
with a fmaller number of ftripes.’

From the two paflages above, we are in-
formed that the power of whipping, poflefled
by Bifhops, extended to perfons of every
vocatien, indiferiminately; and with much
more reafon may we think that thofe perfons
who made profeflion of the Ecclefiaftical Life,
were fubjeted to it. Infalt, wefee thateven
the different dignities which they might pof-
fefs in the Church, did not exempt them from
having a flagellation infli¢ted upon them by
their Bifhops, when they had been guilty of
offences of rather a grievous kind ; and Pope
St. Gregory the Great moveover recommend-
ed to the Bithops of his time; to make a
proper ufe of their authority. In his fixty-
fixth Epiftle, he himfelf prefctibes to Bifhop
Pafchalius, the manner in which he ought
to chaftife Deacon Hilary, who had calum-

4
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niated Deacon jobn, ¢ Whereas (he fays)
¢ guilt ought not to pafs without adequate fa-
¢ tisfaction, we recommend to Bifhop Pafcha-
fius to deprive the fame Deacon Hilary of
his office, and, after having caufed him to
¢ be publickly lathed, to confine him to fome
¢ diftant place; that the punifhment inflicted
¢ upon one, may thus ferve to the corretion
¢ of many.”

This power of inflicting the brotherly cor-
rection of whipping, was alfo poffeffed by the
Abbots and Priors in all the antient Monafte-
ries; though, at the fame time, it was ex-
prefsly provided by the Rules of the different
Orders, that the fame fhould be affumed by
no other perfons. ¢ Let no Man, except the
¢ Abbot, or him to whom he has intrufted
¢ his authority, prefume to excommunicate, or
¢ flog, a Brother,’

W hen the faults committed by Monks were
of a grievous kind, the Abbot was not only
charged to correct them by means of his dif-
cretionary power of flagellation; but he was
moreover exprefsly direéted to exert that
power with rigour. In the Rule framed by
St. Fructuofus, Bifhop of Braga, it is ordain-
ed with refpect to a Monk who is convicted of
being @ Liar, a Thicf, or a Striker, ¢ That
¢ if, after having been warned by the elder

K 3
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¢ Monks, he neglefls to mend his manners,
¢ hefhall, on the third time, be exhorted, in
the prefence of all the Brethren, -to leave off
“his bad practices. It he {till neglects to re-
form, let Lim be fagellated with the vumoft
¢ feverity #*.”  The above Rule of St. Fruc-
tuofus is mentioned by Ecbert, in his Collec-
tion of Canons, which, together with the
Councils of England, has been pub]lfhﬁd by
Spelman.

St. Lerreol, Bifhop of Ufez, has framed a

Rule for Monks, which, like that above,
makes fevere provifions againft fuch Monks
as are addifted to the praétice of thieving,
¢ With regard to the Monk who ftands con-
¢ vi€ted of theft, if we may {till call him a
- Monk, he fhall be treated like him who is
guilty of adultery for the fecond time; let
him therefore be chaftifed with the whip,
and with great rigour too : the fame punifh-
ment ought to be infli¢ted upon him as up-
on a fornicator, fince it may be jultly ful-
pected chat his lewdnels has induced him to
commit theft .

[ 4
£
[ 1
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* Cap. XV]. De mendace, fure, & percuffere
Monacho . . . . 8i wce fic fe emendaverit, fagelietur
ICEXVINIE.

4 4 Furtr ﬁ'fﬁcft rmfﬁr':,rm, 1 adbuc vecare pofin-
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Committing indecencies with other Monks,
or with Boys, were c:-ﬁ'eri'r:es which the Statutes

mus Monachum, quafi adulterum fecundum, ﬁzgeffa
Subd: & magﬂ&' codreer: afflifiione ;zz&amur dantes
illi unam cum fornicante ﬁmmuam, quia I ipfe fu-
ratus eff u? luxuriarctur.”

Itis a little {urprifing that repeated adultery is,
11 the above Rule, exprefsly placed on a level with
fimple fornication. Whether the Framer of this
Rule has done fo purpofely, and thought that
adultery ought to be treated with indulgence, on
account of the uncommon temptation he fup-
pofed DMen were under to commit it, or has only
been very carelefs in his manner of exprefling
himfelf, I fhall not attempt to difcufs.  Yet, left
the Reader fhould thence be led to entertain too
bad an opinion of the tenets and morals of Monks
in general, 1 fhall cbferve, that all are not in the
fame way of thinking with refpeét to adultery, as
the Framer of the above Rule {eems to have been.
As a proof of this, theinftance, Ithink, may be
produced of that Monk, mentioned in one of the
Fpigrams of the Poet Roufleau, who was a great
encmy to that fin: one day preaching againit
it, he grew fo warm in his arguments, and
took {fo much pains to convinece his Congregation
of his own abhorrence of 1t, that at laft he broke
out into the following folemn declaration : ¢ Yea,
¢ my Brethren, I had rather, for the good of my

K4
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of Convents likewife directed to be punithed
by fevere flagellations; and the above St.
Fructuofus, Bithop of Braga, ordered that
the punithment fhould, in the above cafe, be
inflited publickly. ¢If a Monk (it 1s faid
¢ in his Rule) is ufed to teaze Boys and young
¢ Men, or is caught in attempting to give
< them Kkiffes, or in any other indecent action,
¢ and the fact be proved by competent wit-
neffes, let him be publickly whipped #.’

™

¢ foul, to have to do with ten Maidens every
¢ month, than in ten years touch one married
¢ Woman.’

The following i1s the Epigram of Rouffean,
which is written in Marotic verfes; a kind of jo-
cular ftyle among the French, which admits of
old words and turns of phrafe.

Un Cordelier préchett fur Padultére, e
Et sSéchanffoit le Maine en fon barnois

A démontrer par maint beau commeniaire

Que ce péché bleffoit toutes les loix.

Oui, mes Enfans, dit il, hauffant la voix,
Faimerois micitx, pour le bien de mon ame,
Aveir q faire a dix filles par mois

,,'2_’:113 ele wnfb v en dix ans, une femme,

#* ¢ Monachus parvalornum & adolefeentulorum
confeélator, welqui ofculo vel de qualibet occafione turp:
a’rynbmfm Juerit inbiare, :ampre:!mm patenter, per
accufatores veriffimos, five tefles, ca .rw pubiic: ver-
beretar,”
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Refufing to make proper fatisfaction to the
Abbot for offences committed, or in general
perfevering in denying them, were alfo griev-
ous faults in the eye of the firft Founders, or
Reformers, of Monaftic Orders. In the Rule
framed fifty years after that of St. Benedi&,
in order to improve it, the following dire€tion
was contained. ¢ If the Brothers who have
¢ been excommunicated for their faults, per-
fevere fo far in their pride, as to continue,
on the ninth hour of the next day, to re-
fufe to make proper fatisfattion to the Ab-
bot, let them be confined, even till their
death, and lathed with rods.” Nor is the
Rult of the abovementioned Bifhop of Braga
lefs fevere againft. thofe Mnnks whofe pride
prevents uhem from making a proper confef-
fion of the offences they may have commit-
ted. ¢ To him (it 1s faid in that Rule) who,
¢ thmugh pride and inclination to argue, con-
¢ tinues to deny his fault, let an additional
¢ and feverer flagellation be imparted,’

The habit of holding wanton difcourfes, or
folliciting the Brethren to wickednefs, wasalfo
deemed I::}F the Founders of religious Orders
to deferve fevere flagellations; and St. Pacom
ordered in his Rule, which, it was faid, had
been dictated to him by an Anpﬂl that fuch
as had been guilty of the abnve faults, and

L]
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had been thrice admonifhed, fhould be pub-
lickly lafhed before the gate of the Convent.
Attempts to efcape from Monafteries, were,
even in very early times, punifhed by flagella-
tion. We read in Sozomenius, that St, Ma-
carius of "Alexandria, Abbot of Nitria in
Thebaid, who had five thoufand Monks un-
der his direction, ordered that chaftifement to
be inflicted upon thofe who fhould attempr to
climb over the walls of the Monafteries. ¢ If
any one continues in his wickednefs, and
fays, I can no longer bear to ftay here, but
I will pack up my things, and go where
God will dire¢t me*; let any one of the
Brothers inform the Prior, and the Prior the
Abbot, of thefact; let then the Abbot af-
femble the Brothers, and order the offender
to be brought before them, and chaftifed
with rods.’ '
The holy Founders of religious Orders have
alfo been very fevere, in their provifions, againft
fuch Monks as ft:ei’{ for familiarities w1th the
other Sex. In the Rule of the Monaftery of
Agaunus, it was ordained, that, ¢ If any
¢ Monlk had contraéted the bad habit of look-
“ ing on Women with concupifcence, the Ab-

m A AN A A R R nm

e Fic ego durare non poffum, fed acci-

piam cafilam, & eam ubi voluerit .Dammm
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¢ bot ought to be informed of the fa&, and
¢ beftow upon the Monk a correétive difci-
¢ pline; and that, if he did not mend his
¢ manners in confequence thereof, he ought
* to be expelled from the Bociety as a fcabby
¢ theep, left he fhould ruin others by his ex-
¢ ample.,” The above Monaftery had been
built by Sigifmond, King of Burgundy, to
the honour of CXX: Mart} rs of the Theban
Legion, of which St. Maurice was the Com-
mander, under the reign of the Emperor
Maximinus.

The aboye-quoted Rule of St, Fru&uofus,
is no lefs fevere againft thofe Monks who feek
for the Company of Women. In the XVth
Chapter, which treats of the lezvd and quar-
relfoine *, 1t 1s ordered, that, ¢ if afier "hav-
¢ ing received proper reprehenfions, they pér-
¢ filt in their wicked courfes, they fhall be
* correfted by repeated lathings.’ And St.
Columbanus, who is the hrlt who infituted
the Monaftic Life in France, and has written
a Rule as a fupplement to that of St. Bene-
dict, allo exprefles himfelf with great feverity
againft fuch Monks as are convicted of hav-
ing barely converfed with a Woman in the
abfence of witneffes ; for though there are

* Cap. XV. De lafcivis & clamofis.
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faults for which he orders only fix lathes to be
given, yet, in the cafe here mentigned, he
prefcribes two hundred. ¢ Let the Man who
¢ has been alone with a Woman, and talked
¢ familiarly to her, either be kept on bread
¢ and water for two days, or receive two hun-
¢ dred lafhes #,°

* < Oui folus cum [folg femind fine perfonis certis
loquitur ﬁrm.rf ariter, maneat fine cibo, ducbus dicbus,
in pane I aqud, E—’ﬂ' ducentis plagis afficiatur.”

This Article, in which the Founder of a reli-
gious Order exprefsly rates the hardfhip of living
upon bread and water for one day, at that of re-
ceiving an hundred lathes, is fomewhat furprifing.
And fuppofing the generality of Readers thould
agree that the lofs of a good dinner has really been
over-rated by the good Father, his decifion on
that head, may then ferve as one proof of that
remarkable love of good eating and drinking
which prevails among Monks ; a difpofition with
which, to fay the truth, they have long ago been
charged.” On this 0ccéﬁan, I fhall quote the two
following lines in Monkith ftyle, recited by Du
Cange in his Gloffary, in which the love of good
cheer is faid to be one of the three things that
prove the ruin of Mounks : thefe lines only men-
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tion the &lack Monks ; but this has been done, we
may {uppofe, for the fake of the meafure, and

their meaning was, no doubt, alfo intended to be

applied to the Grey and White.

Sunt tria nigrorum, que vaflant res Menachorum,
Renes &8 venter, & pocula fumpta frequenter.,

Other modern Latin Writers have alfo exerted
their wit at the expence of the Clergy: fome have
pretended that the word Sordona (the Sorbonne)
comes from forbendo * ; and others have derived
the word Prefbizer (a Prieft), from pre aliis bibens
ter +, &e. &c.

As an inftance of the love of Monks for enter-
tainments, I fhall relate the following ftory, which
is extralted from a Monkifh Book, and may ferve
to give the reader fome infight into the manner in
which Monks live among them{elves, and the in-
ternal polity of their Convents

A certain Friar, in a Convent of the Benedic-
tine Order, found means to procure, befides plen-
ty of good wine, a certain number of difhes ex-
tremely nice and well feafoned, feveral of which
were exprefsly forbidden by the Inftitutes of the
Order; and he invited a fele&t party of Brothers

“to partake of his fare.” As they could not, with

any degree of fafety, carry on the entertainment

* Which fignifies, to fig, or to fwallow.
+ He who drinks three times before the others.
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n the cell of any of them, they thought of res
pairing to one of the cellars of the Houfe; where
they hid themfelves in one of thofe wide and fhal-
low tuns (about cight or nine feet in diameter,
and three or four dn:ép} which ferve in the making
of wines. The Abbot, in the meanwhile, mif-
fing fo many of the Monks from the Convent,
went in fearch of them through all the different
apartinents : being unable to find tl.mm, he at
laft went down into the cellars, and {fcon per-
ceived whereabout they l-aj,r : he flepped up to the
place, and, on a fudden, made his appearance
over the edge of the tun. The Monks were pro-
digioufly alarmed at this unexpeéted appearance of
the Abbot; and there was none among them bus
who would have gladly compromifed the affair, by
giving up his remaining fhare of the cntcrtai;rl-r
ment, and {ubmitting to inftant difmiffion. But
the Abbot, contrary to all hope, put on a mild
and chearful look : he ki-ndlj,r expoftulated with
the Monks on their having made a fecret of the
affair to him ; exprefled to them the great pleafure
it would have been for him to be one of their par-
ty; andadded, that he fhould ftill be very glad to
be admitted to partake of the entertainment. The
Monks anfwered, by all means : the Abbot there-
upon leaped into the tun ; fat down among them ;
partock of their excellent wine and well-feafoned
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dithes with the greateft freedom, in juft the fame -
manner as it is faid the late Sir James Lowther
would of the dinner of his fervants in his own
kitchen ; and, in fhort, {fpentan hour or two with
them in the tun, in the moft agreeable and con-
vivial manner, |

At laft, the Abbot thought proper to withdraw ;
and as foon as he had taken his leave, fome of the
Monks began to admire his extraordinary con-
defcenfion ; while the others were not without
fears that it foreboded {fome misfortune. - Indeed,
the latter were in the right; for the Reader muft
not think that the Abbot had afted in the manner
above-defcribed, outof any fudden temptation he
had felt at the fight of the jollity of the Friars, or
of the dainties that compofed their entertainment :
by no means; his defign had only been, by thus
making himfelf guilty along with them, to bethe
better able to fthew them afterwards the way to re-
pentance, and thereby derive good from evil. In
falt, the next day, a chapter having been fum-
moned, the Abbot defired the Prior to fill his
place, while himfelf took his feat among the reft
of the Monks. Soon after the Chapter was met,
he ftepped forward into the middle of the Aflem-
bly, accufed himfelf of the fin he had commit-
ted the day before, and requefted that difcipline
might be infli¢ted upon him. The Prior obje&ted
much to a difcipline being inflitted on the Ab-
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bot; but the latter having infifted, his requeft was
complied with. The other Monks were at firft
greatly aftonithed; but fecing no poffibility of
keeping back on that occafion, they ftepped into
the middle of the Chapter, and likewife confefled
their fin; when the Abbot, by means of a proper
perfon he had feleted for that purpofe, gota lufty
difcipline to be infli¢ted upon every one of his late
fellow-banqueters.
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G HSX P X

Strictnefs of certain Superiors of Convents, in
exerting their power of flagellation, The
Jfame is abufed by feveral of them.

HE Reader has feen, in the preceding
Chapter, that the punifhment of flagel-
lation was exrended to almoft every poffible
offcnce Monks could commit; and the durz«
tion of the flagellations was, moreover, left
pretty much to the difcretion of the Abbot,
whether in confequence of the generality of
the terms ufed in the Statutes, or through
fome exprels provifion made for that purpofe.
In the ancient Conftitutions of the Monaltery
of Cluny, for inftance, which St. Udalric
has colle&ted in one volume, feveral kinds of
offence are mentioned, for the punifhment of
which it is expreflsly faid, that the Offender
fhall be lathed as long as the Abbot fhall think
meet.
That Abbots and Priors have at all times
well known how to exert thofe difcretionary

L
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and flagellatory powers we mention, there is
no manner of doubt. On this occalion, the
two following ftories may be related.

The firft is that of the difcipline which
the Prior of a certain Monaftery, who lived
in the times of Charles Martel (A. 750) in-
fli¢ted on fome Carpenters who were employ-
ed by him in the fervice of the Convent, and
who having too carelefsly marked the proper
fize of a certain piece of timber, with their
ftring rubbed with chalk, made afterwards a
miftake in fawing it. The fat, as it is re-
cited in the life of St. Pardulph, is as follows.
¢ One Liframnus, the then Prior of the
Monaftery, refolved to build a few wooden
fteps, in the Chapel of St. Albinus the Mar-
tyr. After the Carpenters had meafured
the place on which thofe fteps were to be
raifed, he toock them to the wood, where
they accordingly cut a beam, which they
loaded upon a Cart, and conveyed to the
Convent ; but when they attempted to fet-
tle it upon the proper fpot, it was found to
be eighteen inches too fhort. The Prior,
amazed at fuch a grofs miftake, fell into a

paffion, and ordered difczp/ines to be inflicted
upon the Carpenters #.’
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_.."i"he other fact [ mean to relate, to prove
the great flriétnefs of certain Ecclefiaftical Su-

iratundie furore ﬁxz;fﬁ.gﬁr;r, eifdem Carpentariis difei-
plinam corparis imponi juffit.

Aulus Gellius, in his Nodes Atticee, relates a
fadt which bears much refemblance to the above ;
though, indeed, much greater Men were con-
CEI‘I]Ed.J-!H it, than the Prior of a Convent, and
Carpénters: the one was a Roman Conful, and
the other, the Engincer of a Town; allied to the
Republick.

The name of the Coiiful in queftion was P.
Craffus, who muft not, however, be miftaken for
the celcbrated M. Crafus, the partner in power
with Pompey and Cafar; though both lived in
the fame times. This Conful P. Craffus, having
been intrufted with the condu& of the war that
was then carrying on in Afia, laid fiege to the
Town of Leucas; and wanting 4 ftrong beam of
oak to miake a battering-ram, he recolleéted he had
lately feen at Elea, a Town allied to the Romans,
juft fuch a piece of timber as hé wifhed to have :
he therefore wrote to the Magiftrates of that place,
to requeft them to fend it to him. The Magif<
trates accordingly direéted their Engineer to con-
vey the beam to Craflus ; but as there was dnother
in the yards belonging to the Town, which, the
Engineer thought, would be fitter for the ufe

I o
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periors in exerting their power of flagellation,
is contained in the Book written by Thomas de

Craffus wanted to put it to, he made choice of the
latter, and conveyed it to the Roman camp. How-
ever, the Engineer had been miftaken in his cal-
culations, and the beam unfortunately proved too
{mall ; which the Conful did no fooner perceive,
and that his orders had been negleéted, than, like
the above-mentioned Prior, he fell into a paflion,
and ordered the Engineer to be ftript, and found-
ly lafhed.

Some apology, however, may be made in fa-
vour of the afion of the Roman Conful. As
himfelf obferved upon the {pot, the whole bufi-
nefs of war would be at an end, if thofe whofe
duty 1t is to obey, were permitted to canvafs
the orders which they receive, and to fet afide
what part they pleafe : befides that an allowance
fhould be made for Men of a military life, and
who are invefted with military command; and
fome little indulgence, Ithink, ought to be {hewn
them, when they happen to infliét flagellations
fomewhai cavalierly. But as to the above holy
Prior, who had made fo many vows of obedience,
humility, forbearance, and the like, it is not, in-
~ deed, quite fo ealy a tatk to excufe him: I fhall
" not, therefore, undertake it; and I will content
mylfelf with obferving, how advantageous it would
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Chantpré. ¢ There was (that Author fays) in
¢ the Church of Rheims, a very able Dean,
¢ an Englifhman by birth (genere Anglicano),
¢ who, as I have been informed by feveral
perfons who knew him, ufed ftoutly to cor-
rect his brother Canons for their faults. It
happened in his time, that the venerable Al-
bert, Bifthop of Liege, and Brother to the
Duke of Brabant, was driven out of Ger-
many by the Emperor Henry, and treache-
roufly flain by a few Soldiers of that Em-

oy L] LT L]
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have been both for the above Engineer and Car-
penters, in the perplexing fituations in which they
were refpectively placed, to have poflefled a power
of the fame kind as that which the Golden Le-
gend (or perhaps fome other Book of equal me-
14t} fuppofes Jefus Chrift to have exerted on a fis
milar occafion. Jofeph, asit is related, who had
the care of the infant Jefus trufted to him, tried
to bring him up to his own trade of a Carpenter ;
and one day, finding that the Boy had fawed a
picce of wood fhorter than the meafure he had
prefcribed, he ran up to him, full of anger,
with a ftick raifed in his hand, in order to chaftife
him; but the arch apprentice, who was bcgiﬁ-
ning to be confcious of his power of working
miracles, on a fudden exerted it, and lengthened
the piece of 'wood to its proper fize.

L 3
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peror, near the City of Rheims. On the
day appointed to celebrate his funeral, the
venerable Rothard, who, though he was ftill-
Archdeacon of Rheims, had lately been
¢ elected Bifhop of Chilens in Champagne,
¢ made his appearance, accompanied by a
¢ number of noble perfons, without being
¢ clothed in his Cancnical gown, . After the
¢ ceremony was concluded, the Dean called all
¢ the Canons together, and -anmng-lhem the
¢ above Bifhop. As foon as they were feated,
¢ the Dean faid to the Prelate, You have not,
¢ as far as I know, refigned yet your Canon-
¢ fhip, or Archdeaconfhip? The latter made
¢ anfwer, he had not. Well then, faid the
¢ Dean, come and make fatisfaGion to the
¢ Church, and prepare your back for a difci-
¢ pline in the prefence of the Brothers, for
your having been at the choir without the
nuptial-robe. The Bifhop-ele& made no
objection : he rofe from his feat, firipped
himfelf, and received a moft vigorous difci-
pline from the Dean: this done, he put on’
again his clothes, and, before the whole con-
aregation, faid to the Dean in a moft grace-
ful manner, I give thanks to God, and to
¢ his blefled ‘Mother, the Patronefs of the
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¢ Church of Rheims, that I leave it under the
¢ government of fuch a perfon as you *
Indeed fo far have a number of Abbots, or
Superiors of Convents, been from fuffering
their power of flagellation to lay dormant and
ufelefls, that they, on the contrary, have abufed
it to a great degree. Ovifliefius cautioned
them, in very early days, againft being guilty
‘of fuch a fault. Nay, certain Heads of Mo-
nafteries have gone fuch lengths in that re-
{pect, that Cefarius, Bifhop of Arles, was ob-
liged to remind them, that, ¢ if they inflited
¢ flagellations continued too long upon Of-
¢ fenders, fo that they died in confequence
¢ thereof, they were guilty of homicide.’
Among thofe Abbots who have diftinguifh-
ed themfelves by their feverity, St. Romuald
may be mentioned, who, as we are informed
in his Life written by Cardinal Damianus, was
~once expofed to a calumny of the blackeft
kind, from a Monk whom he ufed to fcourge
with great {everity: nay, that holy Man’s

e ~ Nec mora, wvefles exuit E!r;‘?m, &g
Decani validiffimam dife zpfzmrm nrrfpu.* qua mffpm,
weftibus reindutus, Decano cum maximd oris gratid co-
ram omnibus n'.nn‘ , gratias ago L'-'M, &' Patronee
Remenfis Ecclefie ejus piiffime genitviei, quod te ta-
lem in regimine relinguo.  Lib. 11, Cap. X}'ihl'ﬁi.
Num. 20.
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Monks, as we are alfo informed by Cardinal
Damianus, in one inftance rofe againft him,
flogzed Fim without mercy, and drove him
out of the Convent. This Saint, befides,

had before been frequently lafhed by the
Devil #,

* The arbitrary power of infli¢ting flageHa-
tions, poffefled by Abbots, ought, one fhould
think, to infure them in a high degree the venera-

tion of their Monks; yet, from the manner in.

which St. Romuald is abevefaid to have been ufed
by thofe under his government, we may conclude
the cafe |s otherwi’g. / -

A farther proof of the great freedom with which
Monks ufe their Abbots, 1s to be derived from
what Monf. Richelet fays, in his well-known
Di&ionary of the French language, that Monks
never trouble their heads about waiting for their
Abbot, when he comes too late to dinner. Monl.
Richelet inferms us of this fa¢t under the word
AbbE, when he explains the origin of the French
common faying, on lattend comme les Moines font
I' Abbé (they wait for him, as Monks do for their
Abbot), which is faid jocularly of a perfon who
15 not at all waited for: this faying is derived, the
above Gentleman obferves, from the remarkable

L ol
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expedition with which Monks fit down to their
dinner, as foon as the bell ftrikes, without caring
whether the Abbot is come or not.

This fingular piece of negleét on the part of
Menks, towards a perfon invefted with fuch for-
midable prerogatives as thofe abovementioned,
may be accounted for, differentways. In the firft
place, fince Monks are fo celebrated for their love
of good dinners, and even entertain fuch high
notions of the value of a plentiful table, ag’ to
have rated the hardfthip of living upon bread
and water, at that of receiving a hundred lafhes
a day, we may naturally fuppole, that, when their
mefs is ferved upon the table, their attention is fo
agreeably engaged by the prefence of that objeét,
that they prefently run to it, wholly regardlefs of
any trifling flagellation that may afterward be the
«<onfequence of fuch expedition.

The fame negleétful condu&t of Monks to-
wards their Abbot, though he is poflefled of fuch
a defpotic power over them, may alfo be explain-
ed in another manner: for, the fubjeét is deep,
and being confidered in a political light, may
admit a number of different interpretations. In
general, it may be obferved, that Monks may eafi-
ly form clofe combinations among themfelves
againft their Abbots; that as the latter live toge-
ther with them, within the walls of the fame Mo-
pafleries, they have it in their power to play them
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a thoufand tricks; and that thefe confiderations
are very apt to induce Abbots to make a mild ufe
of their anthority, at leaflt with refpect to the
greater part of their Monks.

Indeed this latter cxplanation agrees pretty well
with feveral falts. It has frequently happened,
for inftance, that Abbots who have ufed their
Monks with cruelty, have been made away with,
in fome way or other, within the walls of their
Monafleries. The Abbé Boileau informs us in
his Book, that St. Romuald was much maltreated,
and at laft expelled by his Monks; which, no
doubt, was owing te the flagellations he inflicted
upon them ; tlagellations which the Abbeé alfo
mentions, though he does not aiign the caufes of
them, whether it was becaufe they did not wait for
him at dinner, or for fome other reafon, but the
truth and feverity of which we fhall the more rea-
dily believe, if we confider that the Saint, upon a
certain occafion, as will be related hereafter, flagel-
lated even his own I'ather. Nay, it is not quite un-
likely that thofe {lagellations which the Saint ufed
to imagine he received from the hands of the De-
vil, were the effeéts of the revenze of his Monks;
till at laft they openly revolted againft him, and
turned him outof the Monaftery.

Since we are upon the fubjeét of 5t. Romuald,
it will not be amifs to add, that the flagellations
which he received both from the Devil, and from

I
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his Monks, were however nothing in comparifon
with the danger to which he was once expofed, on
account of his very fanétity. |

The Saint, as is related in the Hiftory of his
Life, was once fettled in a certain Convent in Ca-
talonia, and was in great reputation for his virtue
in the neighbourhood. The report having been
fpread that the holy Man was going to leave the
Country, the People began to be afraid that they
fhould thereby be deprived of the pofieflion of his
relicks, to which they thought they had a fair ti-
tle, on account of the length of time he had re-
fided among them ; and they formed the ingenious
{cheme of murdeting him, in order to fecure
to them{elves the pofleffion of his body ; but the
Saint, having received timely information of the
plot, thought proper to ‘decline the honour that
was. intended for him, and made his efcape.
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C H'A P XL

Difciplines of the fame twholgfome kind have
. been preftvibed for Novices, and fuch perfons

as are intended to embrace the Ecclefraflical
Life.

HE framers of- Rules and Statutes of re-

ligious Orders have alfo extended their
attention to the young Men and Novices
brought up in Convents ; and have ordered
flagellations to be inflicted upon them, for the
improvement of their morals. In the Rule
framed by the holy Fathers Serapion, Maca-
rius, and Paphnutius, which is to be found in
the Colletion of Holflenius, it is ordered,
¢ Thatif any Novice 1s found guilty of theft,
¢ he fhall be lathed with rods, and never ad-
¢ mirted to the degree of Clerk.’

St. Pacom, in that Rule which was dictated
to him by an Angel, exprefles himfelf in the
following terms: ¢ Let thofe Boys who are re-
¢ gardlefs of the evil confequences of fin, and
¢ are fo imprudent as not to mind the judg-
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¢ ments of Heaven, in cafe admonitions prove
¢ ufelefs, be whipped till they have the fear
¢ of God’

In the Rule of St. Benedi&, Art. LXX.
flagellations are prefcribed as excellent me-
thods of improving the minds of fuch Boys
as are brought up to the Ecclefiaftic life; and
are more particularly recommended to be ufed
till they are fifteen years of age.

St. Ifidorus, archbifhop of Seville, obferves,
that Boys ought not to be excommunicated
for their {ins, but that this awful mode of cor-
reCtion ought to be fupplied, with .them, by
flagellations.

At the fame time, left thofe who were to
infpet the conduct of the Novices, fhould
fuffer themfelves to be influenced by paflion,
in the flagellations they were direcied to in-
fli¢, an exprefs provifion was made in the
Rule of St. Benedi&t, that {fuch Teachers as
fhould be guilty of the above faulr, fhould
themfelves receive a found flogging *.

T R LN e s

* A certain modern Latin Author, whofe
" name I have forgot, has written a Treatife on the
antiquity of the pradtice fo much recommended
above, of whipping boys at School. Had I been
fo happy as to have feen his Book, 1 would have
been enabled to make, in this place, learned re-
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-marks on the fubje€t; but.as T have not had that
advantage; I find myfelf dnable to make anyjiand
tan only refer the Reader to the difcovery of Un-
‘ele’Thomas, as well as to the few other critical
-annotations that are ! t:ontamed in b }'6, 'g?, 78,

-of this Work. m 9 (=]

1 could have likewife withed much to be @ble to
add the names of fome of thofe illaftrious Cha-
ra&ters who have diftiniguifhed themfelves in the
pra&i&ébf flagellating Sehool-boys, t6 thofe of the
tefpeftable Thwackum, and the plazofus Orbilius,
mentioned in'the above place; but though the
Hiftory of great Schopls; in this and other Coun-
tries, fupplies numbets of fuch names, )ret‘T have
not been able to 'difcover a:w of! fufﬁcwnt emi-
nence to deferve 2 place in“this Beok ; ‘except in-
deed that of ‘the" great Dn&or ﬁmps:e, who 1s
“mentioned by’ Rabelais as a celebrated flageliator
of School-boysin tlie College of Mintaisu, in Pa-
rls, and which 1 thefefore infert in this place.

‘Neither' fhould’ we nfglt'& to mehtioh here, the
namie of Baéhanih, His plapil ‘having 'tftarwards
been a King;. and the more {0, as he ufed,
fﬂemb, to |1;1th the ﬂ’lﬁellatmns beftowed by 111111
on his- royai fi1'fc;,plc (the Anointed sf the Lord) the
;Jfﬂhjﬁ& of his ]okes w.th the Ladies at Cuurt*

5
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The juftice which is due to' the Reverend Fa-
thers Jefuits, alfo requires that we fhould, in a
Bock like this, give an account of the laudable
regularity with which they ufed to infli¢t flagella-
tions upon the young Men who purfued their ftu-
dies in their Schools, as well as upon fuch Stran-
gers as were occafionally recommended to them for
that purpofe. Among the different falts which
may ferve to prove both the {pirit of juftice that
has conftantly direéted the altions of the Society, -
and the punétuality of their flagellations, the fol-
lowing is not the lcaft remarkable.

It was, the Reader ought to know, an efta-
blithed cuftom in their Schools, to give prizes
every year to fuch Scholars as had made the beft
Latin verfes upon propofed fubjefts. One year it
happened that the fubje& which had been fixed
upon, was the Society of the Jefuits itfelf; and a
Scholar took that opportunity, only by quibbling
on the names of the two principal Schools be-
longing to the Fathers, to give them a fmart ftroke
of fatire. The name of the one of thefe two
Schools, -was the School of the Bow (/e Collecge de
PArc), which was fitaated at Déle, in Franche-
Comté; and the other happened to be called, the
School of the Arrow (la Fié:be), it being fituated
near the Town of that name in Anjou, and was
- originally a Royal manfion which was given by
the Crown to the Socicty, in the reign of King,
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Henry the Fourth. The import of the diftich
made by the School-boy (or perhaps by fomebody
elfe for him) was this: ¢ Déle gave the Bow to
the Fathers,; mother France gave them the Arrow ;
who fhall give them the String which they have
deferved i’ The following are the Latin verfes
themfelves, which indeed are very beautrful.

Arcum Dila dedit Patribus, dedit alma Sagittam
Gallia ; quis funem quem meruere dabit 2

The Reverend Fathers, ftruck with the merit
of thefe lines, and, at the fame time, unwilling
to {uffer a bon-mot made at their expence, and
that was fo likely to be circulated, to go unpu-
nithed, delivered the prize to the boy, and ordered
him to be flagellated immediately after.

The celebrated Fathers of St. Lazare, in Paris,
whofe School was otherwife named the ‘¢ Semi-
nary of the goad Boys™ (des bons enfans) have no
lefs recommended themfelves by the regularity of
the difciplines they inflifted, than the Reverend
Fathers Jefuits. They were even fuperior to the
latter, in regard to thofe recommendatory flagellations
mentioned above, which were adminiftered to
fuch perfons as were, by fome means or other,
induced to deliver letters to the Fathers for that
purpofe. Being fituated in the metropolis, the
Seminary carried on, a very extenfive bufinefs in
that way. Fathers or Mothers who had undutiful
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Sons, Tutors who had unruly Pupils, Uncles
who were intrufted with the education of ungo-
vernable Nephews, Mafters who had wickedly-
inclined Apprentices, whom they durft not them-
felves undertake to correét, applied to the Fathers
‘of St. Lazare, and by properly feeing them, had
their withes gratified. Indeed the Fathers had
found means to fecure their doors with fuch good
bolts, they were fo well ftocked with the neceflary
amplements ‘or giviag difciplines, and had fuch
a numerous crew of ftout Cuiffres to inflict them,
that they never failed to execute any job they had
engaged to perform, and without minding either
age, courage, or ftrength, were at all times ready
to undertake the moft difficult flagellations. So
regular was the trade carried on, by the good Fa-~
thers in that branch of Bufinefs, that letters of
the above kind direfted to them, were literallv
notes of hand payable on fight; and provided
fuch notes did but come to hand, whoever the
bearer might be, the Fathers were fure to have
them difcharged with punétuality.

This kind of bufinefs, as it was carried on, for
a number of years, frequently gave rile to acci-
dents, or miftakes, of rather a ludicrous kind.
Young men who had letters to carry to the Houfe
of St. Lazare, the contents of which they did not
miftruft, would often undefiznedly charge other
perfons to carry the fame for them, either on ac-

M
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count of their going to that part of the town, or
for {fome other reafon of a like kind : and the un-
fortunate bearer, who fufpeéted no harm, had no
fooner delivered the dangerous letter with which
he had fuffered himfelf to be intrufted, than he
was collared, and rewarded for his good-nature
by a fevere and unexpected flagellation.

Ladies, it is likewife faid, who had been for-
faken, or otherwife ungenteelly ufed, by their Ad-
_ mirers, when every other means of revenge fail-
ed, would alfo recur to the miniftry of the Fa-
thers of St. Lazare. Either by making intereft w ith
other perfons, or ufing fome artfully-contrived
fcheme, the provoked Fair-one endeavoured to
have the Gentleman who caufed her grief, im-
veigled into the Houfe of the Seminary: at the
{ame time fhe took care to have a letter te recon-
mend him, fent there from fome unknown quar-
ter, with proper fees init; for that was a poiat
- that muft not be neglefted: and when the Gen-
_tleman came afterwards to fpeak with the Fathers,
he was no fooner found by them, either from the
nature of the bufinefs he faid he came upon, or
. other marks, to be the perfon mentioned in the
letter they had before received, than they fhewed
him into an adjoining-room, where this treache-
- rous and deceitful Lover was immediately feized,
. maftered, and every thing in thort was performad

)
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that was requifite to procure ample fatisfaction to
the fair injured Lady.

1t is alfo faid (for a number of ftories are re-
lated on that fubje&, and the Seminary of St. La-
zare was become for a while an objeét of terror to
all Paris) that {chemes of the meoft abufive kind
were in latter times carried on, through the con-
nivance which the%athers began to fhew at the
knavery of certain perfons: and this indeed feems
to be a well-afcertained part of the ftory.  Abufes
of the fame kind as thofe which once prc\'ailt'n.::l in
the Mad-houfes eftablithed in this country, were
at laft praétifed in the Seminary. Men pofleffed
of eftates which fome near relatigns wanted to
enjoy, or whom it was the intereft of other per-
{fons to keep for a while out of the way, were in-
veigled into the Houfe of St. Lazare, where they
were detained, and large fums paid monthly fer
their board. Though they might be full-grown
perfons, they were boldly charged with having
been naughty, or fuch-like grievous guilt; and
the Fathers, in order to fhew that they mecant to
alt a perfeétly honeft part in the affair, ordered
them to be flagellated with more than common
regularity.

Nor was it of any fervice for the unfortunate
boarders to expoftulate with the Fathers, to infift
that it was,unlawful to detain them by force in 2
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firange houfe, and ufe them in the manner they
were ufed, that they had important affairs which
they muft go and fettle, that they were no boys,
after all, or to offer other'equally pertinent argu-
merits : the Fathers comtinued to ‘be well paid ;
they cared for no more; and all the complainants
got by raifing objeéions like thefe, were cold ne-
gative anfwers, and freth flagellations. Abufes
of the kind we mention, came at laft to the know-
ledge of the Government, which interpofed its
authority, and the Seminary was abolifhed.



Chap. X1I.] THE FLAGELLANTS. 167

Y

C H AP | X1,

The fame difcretionary power of inflicting difci-
ciplines, bas been eftablifbed in the Convents
of Nuns, and lodged in the hands of the b=
beffes, and Priorelfes.

' OR have the holy Founders of religious

Y Orders confidered flagellations as being
lefs ufeful in the Convents of Women, than
in thofe of Men; and in the Rules they have
framed for them, they have accordingly ors
dered that kind of corretion to be inflicted
upon thofe whofe bad conduét made it ne-
ceflary.

This chaftifement of flagellation, upon Wo-
men who make profeflion of a religious life,
is no new thing in the world, It was the
chaltifement appropriated to the Veftals, in an-
tient Rome; and we find in the Hiftorians,
that when faults had been committed by them
in the difcharge of their funétions, it was
commonly infli¢ted upen them by the hands
of the Priefts, or fometimes of the Great
Prieft himfelf.

M 3
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Dionyfius of Halicarnaffus relates, that the
Virgin Urbinia was lafhed by the Priefts, and
led in proceffion through the Town.

The High-prieft, Publius Licinius, order-
ed, ‘us we read in Valerius Maximus, € that a
¢ certain Veftal who bad fuflered the facred
fire to be e‘{tmgujfhed fhould be lafhed and
difmifled.’

Julius hikewife relates, ¢ ﬂ]at the fire in the
Temple of Vella, having happened to be
estinguifhed, the Virgin was whipped by
the High-priet, M. Aimilius, and promifed
never to offend again in the [ame manner.’
And Feitus fays in his'Book, that ¢ whenever
¢ the fire of Vella came to be extinguifhed,
¢ the Virgins were lathed by the Great Prielt.

Severiiies of the like kind have been deem-
ed neceflary to be introduced into the Con-
vents of modern Nuns, by the holy Fathers
who bave framed religious Rules for them.

In that very antient Rule for the conduct of
Nuns, which is contained in Epiftle CIX. of
St, Auvpguftin, the mortification of difcipline
is prefcribed fo the Priorefs herfelf. .. ¢ Let her
« (it is faid 1n the above Rule) be ever ready
¢ to receive difciplice, but never impole it but
¢ with fear #.
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Cefarius, Archbifhop of Arles, in the Rule
framed by him, which is mentioned with
praife by {feveral antient Authors, fuch as Gen-
nadius, and Gregory of Tours, prefcribesthe
difcipline of flagellation to be inflicted upon
Nuns who have been guilty of faults; and
enters, befides, into feveral particulars about
the propriety as well as ufefulnefs of this me-
thod of correétion. ¢ It is juft (he fays) that
¢ fuch as have violated the inftirutions con-
¢ tained in the Rule, fhould receive an ade-
¢ quate difcipline : itis fit thatin them fhould
be accomplifhed what the Holy Ghoft has
¢ in former times prefcribed through Solomon.
¢ He wwho loves bis Child, frequently applies the
¢ rod to it

St. Donat, Archbithop of Bezancon, in’
the Rule he has framed for Nuns, has exprel
fed the fame paternal difpofition towards them,
as Archbifhep Cefarius has done: he recom-
mends flagellations as excellent methods of
mending the morals of fuch of them as are
wickedly inclined, or carelefs in performing
their religious duties; and he determines the
different kinds of faults for which the above
correction ought to be beftowed upon them,
as well as the number of the blows that are to
be inflicted. The above Rule of St. Donat
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has been mentioned with much praife by the
Monk Jonas, in his Account of the Life of
St. Columbanus, which the venerable Beda
has inferted in the third volume of his Works.

In that Rule, commonly called the Rule of
a Fatber, which St. Benedi@, Bifhop of Ani-
2na, in his Book on the Concordance of Rules,
and Smaragdus, in his Commentaries on the,
Rule of St. Benedict, have both mentioned,
provifions of the fame kind as thofe above,
are made for the correction of Nuns. €If a
¢ Sifter (it is faid in that Rule) that has been
feveral times admonifhed, will not mend her
condudt, let her be excommunicated for a
while, in proportion to the degree of her
faule: if this kind of correction proves ufe-’
lets, let her then be chaftifed by ftripes.
Striking a Sifter, has likewife been looked
upon as an oifence of a grievous kind; and.
St. Aurehian, in the Rule he has framed for
Nuns, orders a difcipline to be inflicted on
fuch as have been guiliy of it, |

To the above regulations, Archbifhop Ces
farius has added another, which is, that the
corretions cughr, for the fake of example,
to be infli¢ted in the prefence of all the Sitters.
¢ Let alfo the difcipline be beftosed uvpon
¢ them in the prefence of the Congregation,

E
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¢ conformably to the precept of the Apoltle,
§ Confute Sinners in the prefence of all *; ;

The Abbé Boileau, after the manner of the
Learned of former times, has added to his quota~
tions on the f'acrc llations of Veftals, a ftring of
names of Writers who have alfo occafionally men-
tioned that cuftom ; fuch as Roffnus on the Roman
ﬁnthmtms, Fortunius Licetus on the Lamps of
the Anments, j‘aﬁp&m Lawem of Lucca, Poly-
mathias in his D;ﬁ'ertanons, and Facobus Ghuterius
on the rights of the ancient Pontiffs, Thefe
Woriters, as far as I can perceive, have neglected
to inform us of an important circumftance, which:
is, of what kind thole difciplines were, that were
inflied upon Veftals; whether zpper or lower
difciplines. However, they have informed us of
a fa& about which the Reader, no doubt, parti-
{:ularly wifhes to be fatisfied; which 1is, that a
great regard was paid to der:en::v in the above fla-
ge]la‘t‘mns and that, as the correftion was in-
ﬂl&f:d in an open place, and by the hands of a
Praﬂﬂ: the guilty Veﬂal was wrapped in a veil durs
ing the ceremony.
~ The flagellations which perfons who live in
Convents, are upon different occafions made to un-
tg.r:rgn, the obligation they are under, of receiving
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fuch correétions before the whole Brotherhood or
Sifterhood, together with the comparifons which
the holy Founders of religious Orders have made
of them with naughty children, have drawn nu-
smerous jefts vpon them; but fuch jefts can only
come from perfons who have not paid a fufficient
attention to the fubjet.

Politicians inferm us, that it is abfolutely ne-
ceffary that, in all States, there fthould be Powers
of different kinds, eftablifhed to maintain the ge-
neral harmony of the whole, and that Legiflative,
Executive, Military, and Judicial Powers, for in-
ftance, fhould be formed, and lodged in different
hands. Hence we may conclude, that fome power
analogous to thefe, ought to exift in every nume-
rous Society either of Men or Women, for the
prefervation of good Order, and that it is necef-
fary that, in fuch Societies, a powcr of flagella~
tion thould be lodged fomewhere.

Nor are we to think that Convents are the
only Societies in which fome authority of this
kind takes place. In the Eaftern Seraglios, for
inftance, Societies which are by no means con-
temptible, and may very well bear a comparifon
with Convents, we are not to doubt, a power of
occafionally infliting flagellations, exifts: nay,
we are expreisly informed that Emprefles them-
felves are not always excmpt from them. Thus
M. de- Montefguien, in the 26th Chapter of the
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Book XIX. of his Spirit of Laws, relates, after
the Hiftorian of Juftinian the Second, that the
Emprets, Wife of the Emperor, ¢ was threaten-
¢ ed, by the great Eunuch, with that kind of
¢ chaftifement with which children are punifhed
¢ at School :* a treatment ccrtainly very fevere,
and from which one fhould be tempted te judge
that Empreffes, at leaft, ought to be exempt, if it
wer;.ﬁot- that the advantages of peace and good
order are fuch, as ought to fuperfede every other
confideration.

In the Palaces of the Weftern Sovereigns,
though they have conftantly borne a very different
appearance either from Convents or Seraglios, we
find that difciplines like thofe abovementioned
were found extremely ufeful about two centuries
ago (a time when Men had notions of decorum
rﬁuch fuperior to ours) and were in confequence
employed as common methods of preferving good
order, without much diftinéion of rank or fex.

Of the above faé we have a proof, in the
misfortune that befcl Mademoifelle de Limeuil,
at the Court of France, where the was a Maid of
Honour to the Queen, Wife to King Henry IL
as we find in the Mémaires de Brantime: for my
refpe&t for the Reader induces me to offer him
only fuch anecdotes as are fupported by good
authorities. Mademoifelle de Limeuil, as Bran-
tome relates, was a very witty handfome young
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Lady, extremely ready at her pen, and related to
the beft familics in the Kingdom. She was placed
at Court in the capacity of Maid of Honour tg
the Queen; and fhe had been there but a few
months, when fhe tried her wit at the expence of
the Gentlemen and Ladies at Court, and wrote a
copy of verfes, or Pafquinade, in which few Cha,
ralters were fpared. = As thefe verfes were ingeni-
ouily written, they fpread very faft ; and people
were very curious to know who had compofed this
picce of fatire: atlaft, it was found out that Ma-
dgemoifelle de Limeuil was the Author of it; and
as the Queen, befides being a perfon of aferious
gemper, was grown difgufted with the great licence
of writipg that had of late prevailed at Court,
and had determined  at leaft to prevent any fatire,
or lampoen, from originating in her own Houf,
hold, orders were given in confequence of which
Mademoifelle de Limeuil was rewarded for her
werles by a flagellation ; and thofe young Ladies
in the fuite of the Queen, who had been privy to
the compofition of the Pafquinade, were likewife
flagcllated. -' 4

The inftances of flagellations juft now related,
from which, neither the beauty, nor the birth,
nor therank of the Culprits, nor the brilliancy of
therr wit, their readinefs at their pen, nor happy
turn for Satire, could fcreen them, clearly thew
how guch flagellations were in efteem in the times
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we fpeak of, and how much efficacy they were
thought to poflefs, forinfuring thofe two great ad-
vantages, good order and decorum. There is no
doubt therefore, but that they were fiill more
ftrictly ufed for the improvement of the morals of
thofe {warms of unruly young Men, who then
filled the Houfes of Kings, or of the Great, and
went by the name of Pages. Indeed we find that
the Gentlemen, or Equerries, whofe care it was
to fuperintend their conduét, were invefted with a
very extenfive power of infliting flagellations;
and fo frequent were the occafions in which they
found it neceflary to ufe corre@ions of this kind,
that the words flagellation, and Page, are become
as it were eflentially connected together, and it is
almoft impofiible to mention the one; without
raifing an idea of the other: I fhall therefore for+
bear to relate any inftances of fuch corrections;
and flagellations of Pages, like thofe of School-
boys, are too vulgar flagellations to have a place in
this Book,

Nor were difciplines like thofe we mention,
tmpofed only upon thofe perfons who exprefsly
made part either of the Royal or Noble Houf-
holds, for the edification of which they were in-
flited ; but wholefome correétions of the famé
kind were alfo occafionally beftowed upon fuch
Strangers as happened to infringe the rules of de-
forum, or in any other manner, offended againdt

G
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the relpeét that was owing to the Royal or Noble
Proprietor of the Houfe.

Of this we have an undeniable proof in the
Story of that Reverend Father Jefuit, who was
flagellated at Vienna, as Brantome relates, by
command of a Princefs of the Auftrian Houfe,
whofe difpleafure he had incurred.

The Princefs here alluded to, was daughter to
the Emperor Maximiltan II. She had been former-
Iy married to Charles IX. King of France; and
after the death of that Prince, by whom fhe had
had no children, fhe retired to Viennain Auftria.
Philip 11. King of Spain, having about that time
loft his wife, fent propofals of marriage to the
Princefs we mention, who was at the fame time
his Niece; and the Mother of the Princefs, a Sif-
ter to Philip I1. was very prefling to induce her to
accept the above propofals; which the Princefs
Elizabeth (fuch was her name) otherwife Queen-
Dowager of France, perfevered in refufing. The
Emprefs, and the King of Spain, then thought
of emploving the agency of a Father Jefuit, a
learned {mooth-tongued Man, who was to per-
{uade the Princefs to accept the offers of Philip ;
but the endeavours of the Father having proved
meffetual, he at laft defifted from importuning
the Princefs any more, and retired. The King of
Spain then fent ncw letters to the Princefs con=
cerning the fame {fubjet, and the Jefuit was fent

X
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for a fecond time, and injoined to exert again all
his efforts to make the affair fucceed. In confe-
quence of thefe orders, the Jefuit reflumed his
fan&ion ; but the Princefs, whom Brantome
reprefents as having been a perfon of much me-
rit, and who certainly muft have had fome,
fince the refolutely perfevered in refufing to marry
that abominable Tyrant, Philip the Second, the
Princefs, I fay, grew much difpleafed with the
importunities of the Jefuit; and at laft {fpoke very
harthly to him, and plainly threatened him, if he
dared to mention a word more to her on the fub-
je&t, with an immediate flagellation (de le faire
fouetter en fa cuifine).

To the above account Brantéme adds, that fome
fay that the Jefuit having been {o imprudent as to
renew afterwards his follicitations, atually re-
ceived the chaftifement he had been threatened
with, But though himfelf is rather inclined to
difbelieve the falt, yet he does not, we are to ob-
ferve, alledge any reafons for fo doing, that are
drawn, either from the impropricty of flagellations
in general, er from the inability he fuppofes in
them to reprefs bold intrufion, to put a ftop to
teazing importunities, or to confute captious ar-
guments: by no means; he only fays that the
Princefs in queftion was of too gentle a temper to
have made good her threats to the Jefuit; befides

that fhe pgenerally bore great refpeét to Men of
his cloth.
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To the above remarkable inftances of flagella~
tions performed in the Palaces of the Great, I
will add another which is not lefs pregnant with
interefting confequences. I mean to fpeak of the
Story of that Court Buffoon, who, upon a cer-
tain occafion, was flagellated at the Court of Spain.

The fa&t is related in the fame Memoirs of
Brantéme, in a Chapter the fubjeét of which is,
that ¢ Ladies ought never to be difrefpecifully [poken
to, and the ill confequences thereof.

The name of the Buffoon in queftion was Le-
gat, and he ventured once to try his wit npon the
Queen herfelf, Wife to Philip II. -This Queen;
who was a Princefs of France, and is the fame
whom Philip was afterwards accufed of having
made away with, on account of the love he fup-
pofed between her and his fon Don Carlos, had
taken a particular fancy for two of the Country
Houfes belonging to the King; and one day, be-
ing in converfation with the Ladies at Court, fhe
mentioned her liking to the two feats in queftion,
which were fituated, the one in the neighbour-
hood of Madrid, and the othér of Valladolid ;
and exprefled a with they were fo near to each
other, that fhe might touch both at once with her
feet: faying which, the made a motion with her
legs, which fhe opened pretty wide: the Buffoon
could not hold his tongue, and made rather a
coarfe remark on the fubjeét, which Brantome has
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related at length in Spanifh : the confequence of
which was, that he was inftantly hurried out of
the room, and entertained with a found flagella-
tion. It may not, however, be improper to add,
that Brantdme tries in fome degree to excufe him,
at leaft for thinking as he did; and he concludes
with faying, that the Queen (whom he had had fe-
veral occafions of feeing) was fo handfome, and
{o civil to all, that there was no want of Men dif-
pofed to love her, who were an hundred thoufand
times better than the Buffoon *.

All the fa&ts above related, manifeftly thew that
flagellations have been frequently ufed in the Pa-
laces both of the Eaftern Sovereigns, and of the
" Princes of Europe; that they were employed for
the correction of the higheft as well as the lowelt
perfonages, and for the prevention of every kind
of fault, from that of meddling in State affairs

¢ Correttions of a flagellatory kind continue, in thele
days, to be looked upon as excellent expedients for infuring
good order, in the houfes of great people, in Rufhia, in fome
'{!:iﬁrif?ts of Germany, and e{'pecialtj.r'in Poland, where molt
of the feudal cuftoms that prevailed two or three hundred
years ago in other parts of Europe, are ftill in full force :
donwer difciplines are, in the latter kingdom, the method
mmnmnly employed for mending the manners of Servants of
both fexes. A regulation was made, a few years ago, io
Poland, as it appeared frem the foreign new-papers, with a
view to abridge the power affumed by Mafters in regard to
their Servants.

N
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{whfch we may {uppofe was the fault committed:
by the Emprefs, though the Hiftorian of Jufti~
nian II. fays nocthing about it) down to wantomr
language and immodefty : now all thefe confidera-
ticns are wonderfully fit to confute the jefts whicly
are thrown upon Menks and Nuns, for alfo mak-
ing flagellations their ufual means of felf, or mu~
tual, correétion.

It is, however, very importantto obferve, that
though we are fully informed of the different ce-
remonies with which flagellations are impofed 1y
Convents, we have- not the fame advantage in
regard to thofe which were infli€ted in the Palaces:
of Princes, or Noble Perfonages. We are, for
inflance, told by Authors, by Du Cange among.
others, in one or two places of his Gloffary, of
the modefty with which culprits upon whom a
correftion is to be inflited in Convents, are to-
ftrip off their clothes, and the filence which muik
be obferved by the whole Affembly during the ope-
ration ; unlefs the perfons invefted with the dif-
ferent dignities in the Convent, choofe to fpeak in
behalf of the fufferer, and pray the Abbot, or
Abbefs, to put an end to the flagellation. We
are abundantly informed, in different Books, of
the various caufes for which flagellations are to be
emploved in Monafteries : and we moreover know
that they are to be infli€ted in the prefence of the
whole Congregation; in the Convents of Men,
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T:ij.! the ‘hands of a vigorous Brother; and in thofe
of Nuns, by thofe of an elderly morofe Sifter,

In regard to the correétions of the fime kind
fhat were {ferved in the Palaces of the Grear, we
have, I repeat ity no fuch compleat informations
as thefe.  Though the inftances of fuch correc-
tions are undeniable, we are much in the dark
about the different rites and {olenmfities that ufed
to accompany theni: yet it would b¢ a very inter-
gﬁing thing to be acquainted with thele f{everalk -
circumftances, and to kmow, at leaft, what parti-
cular place, in Palaces, was fet apart for the ope-
tations we mention. Concerning this latter ob-
jeét, I will try to offer a few conje&ures; for I
do not think fo meanly of my Readers; as to rank
them among that clals of fhallow readers, wha
only mind the outward {uperficies of things.

In the firft place, I do not think that there wag
any place fo exprefsly appropriated for flagellations,
in the Palaces we {peak of, but that others might
occafionally be ufed for the fame purpofe, accord-
ing to circumftances. Though Politicians lay it
down as aflured maxims, that punithments are to
be infli®ted for the fake of example, and that fucl
examples ought to be public, yet, there were {o
great differences between the dignities of the }S_er:a
fonages wha were liable to receive correftion®sf
the kind we mention, that they muft needs have
introduced exceptions in favour of fome of them ;

N 2
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at leaft with regard to the places of the ope«
rations, :

Thus, for inftance, though in the Eaftern Se-
raglios they may be fully fenfible of the truth of
the above maxim, and of the expediency of cor-
recting Offenders in the prefence of all, yet, we
are not to think, that when the Emprefs herfelf
is to receive a flagellation, fuch corre&ion is ferved
in a place abfolutely public ; for inftance, in the
third, otherwife the outmoft, inclofure of the Se-
raglio, in which a fwarm of lcgghlans, Boflangis,
Capig:-Bafbis, and other officers of every kind
are admitted. Neither is the ceremony performed
in the fecond, or the firft inclofure of the Serag-
lio, nor even inany common apartment in the in-
fide of the Palace, in fight of a croud of vulgar
beautics, who have never been admitted to the
honour of the embraces, or even of the prefence
of the Monarch. A flagellation ferved upon a
perfonage of fo much eminence as an Emprefs, is
an event {ufficiently important of itfelf, for the
bare report of 4%, to produce all the good effedts
that are ufually expected from examples of that
kind. The only effential thing, is to afcertain fuch
fatt : this important point being obtained, every:
proper regard ought to be fhewn to the delicacy of
the great perfonage who is to receive the correétion
we mention ; and whenever an Emprefs, in the
Eaftern Seraglios, happens to be ferved with a fla-
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gellation, we are to judge that the operation is per-
formed in the Emprefs’s own private Chamber, in
the prefence of two or three favourite Sultanas,
.Nor were prudential confiderations of the famie
kind, lefs attended to in the Palaces of the Wel-
tern Princes. When Maids of Honour had the
misfortune to draw upon thémfelves the correc-
tion of a flagellation, we are not to think that the
perfons charged with the {uperintendence of the
ccremony, adhered {o blindly to thofe maxims
which require that examples of this kind fhould
be public, as to have the operation performed in
a place literally public and open to all perfons;
that they, for inftance, chofe for the {cene of the
ceremony, that vaft Yard, or Court, thatlay be~
fore the Palaces of Kings, and was continually
filled with Grooms, Pages, Keepers of Hounds,
Huntfinen, and Servants of every denomination,
{fome of whom blew the French horn, others the
trumpet, and others played on other mufical in-
ftruments. No, fuch a place would have been in
2 high -degree improper : nor weuld any open
apartment or office, within the Palace, have been
.much more fuitable for the occafion. The bare
report of a flagellation being ferved upon fo, in-
terefting a perfon as a Maid of Honour, was fuf-
ficient to produce all the good effets for which
fuch examples are commonly intended : there was
n¢ neceflity rigidly to adhere either to the abgve-
N 3
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mentioned maxim, or to the rule laid down by
Horace, who fays, that mens’ minds are more
firongly affe&ted by fuch objeéts as are laid before
their eyes, than by thofe of which they only re-
ceive an hearfay information. The report well
alcertained, of fuch an event, was fully fuflicient
to remind a croud of unlucky Pages, and wanton
Chambermaids, of their refpeétive duties, and en-
gage them in 3 ferious examination of their own
condu&. All that was neceflary, was to put fuch
fact beyond a doubt, to prevent its being after-
wards queftioned by fome, and flatly denied by
others : but thefe important ends being attained,
there was no juft reafon to refufe to fhew the
greateft tendernefs for the delicacy of the Lady
who was to reccive the above correftion; and
whenever one or more Maids of Honour, therefore,
have been fo unfortunate as to make it neceffary
that a flagellation thould be inflicted upon them,
-we arc to conclude that the operation was perform-
ed in a private apartinent of the Palace, in which
only the other Maids of Honour were admitted,
with a few Ladies of the Bedchamber. '
Tn all the above reafonings, I have only meant
to cffer my conjeltures to the Reader, and have
accordingly {poken with becoming diffidence. But
with refpect to the ﬂugcilatmns that were inflited
on perfons of inferior rank, or on thofe Strangers,
fi ¢ as Fathers Jefuits or ‘others, who had given
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a juft caufe of difpleafure to the Noble Proprietor
of the Houfe, T am able to {peak with more cer-
tainty, and confidently to inform the Reader, that
the place appropriated for fuch correftions, was
the Kitchen.

Nor do I found fuch an aflertion only upon the
conveniency of the place in general, upon its be-
ing theltered from both fun and rain, upon its be-
ing plentifully ftocked with the neceilary imple-
ments for ferving corretions of the kind we’
mention, or pofleffing other advantages of a like
nature ; but [ ground it upon precife falts. We
{ee, for inftance, that exccutions of a fimilar cu-
linary kind, are exprefsly founded upon the law of
this Country, and are tl.e means provided by it
for avenging the honour of the Sovercign, when
infulted in his own houfe. Thus, if a Man dares
to ftrike another in the King’s Court, or within
two hundred feet from the Palace Gate (which
kind of offence has been always looked upon by
Kings as a great piece of infolence) all the differ-
ent Officers in the Kitchen are to co-operate in
the Man’s punifhment. The Serjeant of the
Weod-yard is to bring a block of wood to faften
the Culprit’s hands to: for the punifhment is no
lefs than to have it cut off. The Yeomen of the
- Scullery, and of the Poultry, are likewife to concur
i the operation in one manner; the Groom of
the Saucery and the Meofier Cosk in another; the

N 4
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Serjeant of the Ewry, again in another: even thg
concurrence of the Serjeant of the ZLarder has
been deemed neceflary, and a proper fhare has
heen likewife afligned him in the ceremony : nay,
the chief Officers of the Cellar and Pantry are alfo
ordered to lend their afliftance ; and their allotted
funétion is to folace the fufferer, when the fad
operation is over, by offering him a cup of red
avzne and a manchet,

Another proof of the reality of the culinary
executions we mention, as well as of the great
fhare which the people of the Kitchen bore in for-
mer times, in fupporting the dignity of Kings, is
to be found in the defcription of the manner in
which the Knights of the Bath are to be inftalled,
according to the Statutes of the Order. The in-
flalled Knight i1s, on that occaficn, to receive ad-
monitions, not oni}r‘fmm the Dean of the Order,
but alfo from the Mafter-Cook of the Sovereign,
who repairs purpofely on that day to Weftminfter
_hurch ; though the place be rather diftant from
bis diftri€t.  After the different ceremanies of the
:nftallation, {uch as taking the Oath, hearing the
exhortation of the Dean, and the like, are over,
the inftalled Knight, invefted with the infignia of
his dignity, places himfelf on the one fide of the
coor; the Cook, invefted with the i/nfignia of his
ewn, viz. his white linen apron and his chopping-
Luife, places himfelf on the other, and addrefleg
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the Knight in the following eloquent fpeech : §ir,
you knosw what great oath you bave taken; which if
you keep, it will be great henour to you : but if you
break ity I fhall be compeiled, by my office, to hack off
your [purs from your heels.

As the punifhment that has been defcribed
above, is in itfelf of a grave nature, the particu-
lar ceremony with which it is to be infli€ted, to-
gether with ihe refpeftive fhares allotted in the ce-
remony to the different Officers of the Royal Kit-
chen, have been carefully fet down in writing.
In regard to thofe flagellations inflifted with a
yiew to ayenge any flighter difrefpeét fhewn for
the prefence or the orders of the Sovereign, as
they were correftions of a different, and, we may
fay, of a more paternal nature, fuch accuracy
has not been ufed ; but there is no doubt that they
were performed in the fame place in which the pu-
nifhment above defcribed was to be executed, and
by much the fame hands; whether they were to be
beftowed in the Palaces of Englith, or of foreign
Kings, orof the great perfonages who were near-
ly related to them,

In fa&, we arc pofitively informed that the
abovementioned Reverend Father Jefuit was
threatened, and according to others actually
ferved, with a flagellation in the Kitchen. The
above Court Buffoon was chaftifed for his impu-
dence in the fame place, and Brantdme exprefsly

!
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fays that he was fmartly flagellated in the Kitchen
(il fut bien fouetté G la Cutfine). Nay, when great
Men, who have at all times been fond of aping
Kings, have aflumed in their own Palaces, or
Country Scats, the above power of flagellation,
the operation has allo been conftantly performed
in their Kitchens. Of this anumber of inftances
might be produced; but I will content myfelf
with mentioning that which is related in the Tales
of the Queen of Navarre (Contes de la Reine de Na-
varre) of a wanton Friar Capuchin, who fre-
guented the Houfe of a Nobleman in the Coun-
try, and who wanted once to perfuade a young
Chambermaid in it, to wear, by way of mortifi-.
cation, a hair-cloth upen her bare fkin, which he
himfelf offered to put upon her: the young Wo-
man mentioned the faét; and the Nobleman who
heard of it, grew very angry at the attempt, as
he thought, committed by the Friar in his Houfe,
and got him to be foundly flagellated in the Kit-
chen. Nor that T mean, however, to offer this
fact to the Reader, as a fa& for the truth of
which I vouch to him, in the fame manner as 1
have done with refpe to the preceding ones ; but
though the above-quoted Book bears only the ti-
tle of Tales, yet, as it is undoubtedly an old Book,
and has been in fo much efteem as to have been
fuppofed to have been written by Queen Marga-
ret, Wie to Henry the Fourth, it is atleaft to ke
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depended upon with refpeét to thole particular cuf-
toms and mannets italludes to *.

That flagellations were, in not very remote
times, much in ufe in the Palaces of the Great,
and were ferved in the Kitchen, are therefore af-
{ured fats. With refpect to our being fo imper-
felkly informed of the different ceremonies that
ufually accompanied {uch correftions, it is owing
to different caufes ; and firft, to a kind of 'careleff-
nefs with which, it muft be copfeffed, the affair
was commonly tranfa&ted.” 'The great Perfonages
who gave orders in that refpeft, were not fuffici-
ently correét In tl}eir manner of giving 'them ;
nor did they take fufficient care to confine them-
{elves to any fettled forms of words for that pur-
pofe : whence it always proved an impoflible thing
for the Mafters of the Ceremonies to colle@ and
fet down in writing any thing precife on that head.
For here we are to obferve, that the Princes who
gave {uch orders, did not give them in their ca-
pacity of Trullces of the Executive, Legiflative,
Military, or Judicial Powers in the Nauon. Nei-.
ther did the Great Men about them, order cor-
retions of the fame kind in their own houfes, in

% The French werd Cuiffre, which is the common word
o exprels a flageliator, in a public-School, was the old word
for a Cook : whence we may conclude, thar, in large luﬁﬁlip
Schoals allo, the people of the Kitchen were fuppafed to pofe
jefs peculiar abilities for performing flagellations.
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their capacity of Admirals, Generals, or nghts
of the Garter, or of the St. Efprit. The flagel-
lations in queftion, as hath been above obferved,
were correftions of quite a paternal kind: they
were commonly ordered on a fudden, according
as circumfitances arofe, pro re natd, without much
ceremaony or folemnity ; aad they may extremely
well be compared with thofe bpxes on the ears
which Queen Elizabeth weuld fometimes beftow
vpon her NMaids of Honour, or with thofe marks
of attention with which fhe honoured thofe wheo
made their appearance in the neighbourhood of
her Palaces with high ruffs and long {fwords, who
had them immediately clipped or broken.

‘W hen the above great Perfonages were defirous
that a flagellation fhould be infliéted, g word from
them, a gefture, an exclamation, commenly proved
fufficient. The numerous Servants who fu:z-
rounded them, through a zeal that cannot be too
much praifed, conftantly faved them the trouble
‘of exprefling themfelves more at length en the
fubjelt : they quickly laid hold of the perfon of
the culprit; hurried him down into the Kitchen ;
and without lofs of time proceeded to ferve the
preferibed flagellation, the conduét of which was
now intirely left to their difcretion: only they
took care to regulate their ations upon what they
had formerly {een practifed on fimilar occafions, or
in cafes of a more ferious nature : they, for ix~
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ftance, never forgot, when the flagellation was
accomplifhed, to offer the fufferers the abovemen=
tioned cup of wine and manchet ; nor are we to
think that the latter always refufed to accept them.

And indeed it is no wonder, to conclude on this
fubjeét, that the Kitchen had become the appro-
priated part of Palaces for ferving flagellations:
The Kitchen was the place of the general refort
of thofe numerous bodies of Servants, who; in
former times, filled the Houfes of the Great : it
was the place in which they deliberated upon eve-
ry important occurrence ; in which they kept their
Archives ; and where their General Eftates were
continually aflembled. There Great Men were
{ure, upon every fudden emergency, to find a fuf-
ficient Poffe of Servants, ready to do any kind of
mifchief under the fanction of their Royal or No-
ble Mafter, and who were never fo pleafed as
when their afliftance was requefted to effeét a fli-
gellation. When a Reverend Father Jefuir, or
fome faucy Friar Capuchin, was to be the fuf-
ferer, the contentment was, ne doubt, much in-
creafed ; but when the Buffoon himfelf, who

commonly was the moft milchievous animal of"
the whole Crew, was to be flagellated, then in-:
deed we may fafely affirm, that an univerfal joy

and uproar prevailed over the whole Royal or
N oble manfion.



292 THE HISTORY OF [Chap: X1

CH AP "Xl

The Jubjest of woluntary flagellations' among
Chriflians is af laft introduced. That mes
thod of felf-mortification appears to have beert
practifed in very early times; bul it does nof
Jeent to' bave been univer[aily admitted before-
the years 1047 and 10565 which was the
time Gardinal Damianus wrote *,

OLUNTARY flagellations were not z

practice that was contrived on a fudden,
and then immediately diffufed over the Chril~
tian world.

#* The Reader, no doubt, feels 2 great pleafure
in fecing the fubjeét of pious flagellations among
Chriftians again introduced, and a frefh Chapte:
begun upon it: indeed the Author had taken a
great liberty, m lofing fight of his main {ubjek
for fo long a time, and dwelling, thro ugh fo many
pages, upon the flagellatory: correftions which,
aftcr'theexample of Convents, were, in not very
vemote days, pra&tifed in the Palaces of the Great:
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Long before the period in which their ufe
began to be univerfally adopted, they were

_ his zeal in the defence of Friars and Nuns has in-
fenfibly carried him thefe lengths.

In the prefent Chapter, the Author hasalfo in-~
dulged himfelf in a piece of great freedom with
the Abbé Boilean, his original, or rather his mo-
del: which is no lefs than to have given a direft
contradi€tion to the main doftrine advanced by
the Abbé in his Work.

Thus, the principal, or rather fole point, whicls
the Abbé labours to prove in his Book, is, that
voluntary flagellations only began to be prattifed
among Chriftians, in the years 1047 or 1056 ; this
‘s an affertion which he introduces almoft at every
page, and which exprefsly conflitutes the title of
one of his Chapters (the yth): yet he has him-
{elf quoted (withent difputing the truth of them)
feveral falts that fhew fuch pralice to have been
zmnch older: I have therefore taken the liberty, in
the prefent Chapter; in whick thofe fafts are col-
jefted, to diffent from the doltrine maintained by
him, and have advanced, that voluntary flagella-
rions were praftifed in early times among Chrife
fizns, though they began to be univer{ally admit-
ted orly in the years 1047 and 1030.

And indeed if the Reader now afked my swn
spinion concerning the antiquity, or meveity, of

E
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practifed by divers perfons, in different times
and places, as we mdy judge from the ac-

the praftice in queftion, a fubjeft which has
caufed much difputation armong Catholic Divines;
I would anfwer, that I do not thirk it in the leaft
probable, that a praftice like this, after having
been unknown for fo many Centuries, fhould af-
terwards have been thought of on a fudden, and
then adopted by the wliole Chriftian world, at the
fame period.

In the firft place it is to be obferved, that
though the ftri& truth of thofe early inftances of
voluntary flagellationis, wlich are to be found ifi the
Abbé’s text, might perhaps be controverted, yet,
as the reader will fee, {uch inftances are related by
early and contemporary Writers, as common faéts,
at which thiey do notexprefs any {urprife. *

In the {econd place, fince the oppofers of the
opinion of the antiquity of felf-flagellations ad-
mit, that cruel voluntary penances, fuch as wear-
ing iron cuiraffes inwardly armed with points, be-
ing continually loaded with enormous weights,
dwelling in the bottom of dwells, or on the tops
of columns, were praétifed by the firft Chriflians,
it is difficult to underftand why they make fuch
objettions againft flagellations in particular, which
they agree to have been employed, from the ear-
lieft times, by Ecclefiaftical Superiors, as common
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counts that have been left us; of feveral early
fadts; a few of which 1 here purpole to
relate: .

methods of correcing offences of a religious kind,
and which were likewife ufed for pious purpolcs,
before the eftablithment of Chriftianity.

Nay, beating and lathing one’s {clf, are means
of felf-mortification; which, more readily than
any other, occur to the minds cither of fuperfti-
tious, or hypecritical perfons. Praftices of this
kind prefently gratify the fudden fits of fanaticiim
of the one, and ferve extremely well the purpoles
of the other, in that they catch the minds cf the
vulgar, by the difplay of an apparatus of cruel in-
firuments and a fhow of great feverity, at the fame
time that they are in reality much lefs dificult to
be borne than the penances above alluded to, and
want what conftituted the moft intolerable hard-
thip of thefe latter, diuturnity and uninterruption,

Befides, thofe who make felf-flagellation part of
their religious exercifes, always have it in thewr
power to take, like Sancho, their own time for
performing them, as well as to choofe what ftaticn
they pleafe for that purpofe. In Sumner, they
may fettle themfelves in a cool place; in Winter,
near a good fire; and have conftantly by them
fome excellent liquor, to refrefh themielves with,

O
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One is contained in the Life of St. Peter,
the Hermit of the Pont Euxin, which was
written by Theodoret, Bifhop of Cyrus, who
has been mentioned in a former Chapter, and
lived about the year 400. This holy Her-
‘mit having found means to refcue a young
Woman from the hands of a military Officer,
who wanted to feduce her, was much perplex-
ed afterwards how to prevent the effeéls of
. both the wrath and luft of that impure man;
nor could he, in the iffue, compafs this any
other way than by locking himfelf up, as
Theodoret relates, and feverely flagellating

during the different paufes they think proper to
‘make. X

They may moreover ufe juft what degree of fe-
verity they choofe. They even may, like San-
cho, who only lathed the trees around him, or
like the Hermit mentioned by La Fontaine,
content themfelves with flagellating the walls of
“their apartment : nay, they may perform no fla-
‘gellation at all, and yet make afterwards what
boaft they pleafe, Having duly weighed all the
above important confiderations, as well as the facts
quoted by the Abbe,-the truth of whi;h he does
not take the trouble to deny, I have ventured to
diffent from his inconfiftent affertions, and have
made the abovementioned change in his doétrine.

I
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himfelf, in company with the Mother of the
young Woman *.

Palladius, Bifhop of Hellenopolis, in his
Hiftory of the Lives of feveral holy Solitaries,
which he wrote in the year 420, and dedi-
cated to Laufus, whence the Book was called
Laufiacum, relates a fact which inconteftably
proves that flagellations voluntarily fubmitted
to, by thofe perfons who underwent them,
were in ufe fo early as the fourth Centu-
ry. He fays, in the Life of Abbot Arfifius,
that on the mountain of Nitria, in Thebaid,

* The above fa& related by Theodoret is very
pofitive ; and it fupplies an evident proof, that the
pradtice of felf-flagellation was not unknown in
the times of that early Writer: the filence of the
{ame Author 1n other parts of his Writings, con-
cerning the pra&icel in queftion, fhews nothing
more, except that the {ame was not univerfally
adopted in his time, as hath been obferved in the
Note, pag. 124 of this Work. | i

The hafty affertions of the Abbé Beileau againit
the antiquity of {elf-flagellation, which are re-
peated almoft in every page of his Book, in fpite
of the falts which himfelf produces, gives juft
caufe to guefs that he ufed to pratife but little
upon himfelf that falutary kind of mortifica-
tion.

0 2
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there was a very large Church, in the vicinity
of which ftood three Palm-trees, on each of |
which hung a fcourge : the one ferved to chai-
tife fuch Monks as proved refrattory againft
the Rule ; the other to punifh Thieves; and
the third ferved to correft fuch eaccidental
comers as became guilty of fome fault: the
delinquents, according to what clals they be-
ionged, embraced one of the Palm-trees,
and in this fituation received a certain numbeg
of lafhes with one of the above {¢ourges.

It is exprefsly faid of St. Pardulph, a Be-
nedictine Monk and Abbot, who lived dur-
ing the time of Charles Martel, about the
year 737, that he uled in Lent-time to firip
himfelf ftark-naked, and order one of his
difciples to lath him. The fat is related
in the life of that Saint, formerly written
by an Author who lived about the fame
time; and it was, two hundred years after-
wards, put into more clegant language, by
Yvus, Prior of Clugny, at the defire of the
Monks of St. Martial, in the Town of Li-
moges : Hugh Menard, a Benediétine Father,
and a very learned Man in all that relates to
Ecclefiattical Antiquities, has inferted part of
it in_ his Book, intitled, Obfervations on the
Benedicline Martyrelegy.  The following is
the Paffage in St. Pardulph’s Life, which is
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here alluded to. ¢ St. Pardulph feldom went
¢ out of his cell; whenever ficknels obliged
“him to bathe, he would previoufly make
incifions in his own {kin. During Lent, he
ufed to ftrip himfelf intirely naked, and or-
dered one of his difciples to lafh him with

rods *

St. ‘Wﬁham, Duke of ﬂqultmn whohved
in the time of Charlemain, that is, abourthe
year 800, and many years bEﬁJfﬂ Cardinal Da-
mian, is faid to have alfo ufed flagellations,
as a means of voluntary penance. Arduinus,
the Writer of the holy Duke’s Life, and a
cotemporary Writer, fays, that ¢ it was com-
¢ monly reported thag the Duke did frequent-
¢ ly, for the love of Chrift, caufe himfelf to
¢ be whipped, and that he then was alone
¢ with the perfon who affifted him +.” Taef-
tenus, Superior of the Monaftery of Affligen,
relates the fame fact, and fays that the Duke
of Aquitain ¢ took a great delight in flecping
¢ upon a hard bed, and that he moreover
¢ lafhed himleif with a fecourge.” Hugh Me-
nard, the learned Benedictine juft now men-

AR R
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& . Tempore quadragefimo, toto corpore nu-
dato, ﬁ' d gwdam ert':ﬂ:;quy Virgis ceedi pracipichat.

+ Part [, Afor. Ord. S. “Benediéti. pag. 208.
Aient nonnulli fe [@pe pro Chrifii amore ,m rellis cedl,

Ji'.:d'a alio preeter eum ‘fm aderal r:”.!u’*‘ 5{? e,
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tioned, has adopted the teftimony of Ardui-
nus, and upon that Writer’s authority in-
ferted the above faét in his Obfervations on the
Benedidine Mariyrology.

Other perfons, who lived before the times
of Cardinal Damian, are alfo mentioned by
different Writers, as having practifed volun-
tary flagellations. = Gualbertus, Abbot of
Pontoife, who lived about the year goo, upon
a certain occalion, ¢ feverely flagellated him-
¢ felf (as M. Du Cange relates in his Glofia-
¢ ry) with a fcourge made of knotted thongs.’
And the abovementioned Haeftenus, Prior of
Affligen, has advanced that the fame practice
was followed by St. Romuald, who lived
about the fame time as Gualbertus, and by
the Monks of the Camaldolian order, who
were fettled in Sitria.

* Another early inftance of voluntary flagel-
lations occurs in the Life of Guy, Abbot of
Pompofa. Heribert, it is faid, Archbifhop of
Ravenna, formed the defign of pulling down
the Monaftery of Pompo/a; and this piece of
news caufed both Abbot Guy and his Monks,
¢ to lock themfelves up in the Capitular
¢ Houfe, and to lafth themf{elves every day, for
¢ feveral days, with rods*.” Abbot Guy was

* .. Quondii acriter fe cedendi virgis in domg
Capitalari.
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born in the year g56; and he was made Ab-
bot of Pompofa in the year g8, in which ca-
pacity he continued forty-eight years.

All the faéts above related were anterior to
the year 1056, the time at which Peter Da-
mian de Houeflis was raifed to the Cardinal-
fhip by Pope Stephen IX; and it is evident
from them, that the praftice of voluntarily
fagellating one’s-felf, as a penance for com-
mitted fins, had been adopted béfore the pe-
riod in queftion ; though it cannot be faid to
have been then univerfally prevalent: at leaft,
only a few inftances of it have been left us by
the Writers of thofe times. But at the =ra
we mention, this pious mode of felf-correc-
tion, owing to the public and zealous patron-
age with which the above Cardinal favoured
ir, acquired a valt degree of credit, and grew
into univerfal efleem; and then it was that
. perfons of religious difpofitions were every
where {een to arm themf{elves with whips, rods,
thongs, and befoms, and lacerate their own
hides, in order to draw upon themlfelves the
favour of Heaven.

We are informed of this fact by the learn-
ed Cardinal Baronius, in his Ecclefiaftical An-
nals : ¢ At that time (he fays) the laudable -
¢ ufage of thefaithful, of beating themfelves
¢ with whips made for that purpofe, though

04
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¢ Peter Damian may not be faid to have been
the auihor of it; was much promoted by
him in the Chriftian Church; in which he
followed 1he cxample of the blefied Domi-
¢ nic the Cuirclfod, a holy Hermit, who had
fubjeed bimielf to his authority #.7
The lame Cardinal Damian has moreover
left numercus accounts of voluntary flagella-
ticns praflifed by certain holy Men of his
times ; burt thele are furely mere apt to cre-
ate our admiration, than to excite us to imi-
tate them. Indeed, -l?hﬁ flageilations he men-
tions cannet be propefed to the Faithiul as ex-
amwples they ought to fellows and they were
exccuted with fuch dreadful feveriry, as makes
1t 1 poflible for the moft vigorous Men to go
through the like, without a kind of miracle.
Inthe Lile of the Monk St. Rodoclph, who
was aiterwards made Bifhop of Fugubio,

L] L]

-~

-

% The Abbe Beilgaw, 1 his Book, cenclhides
the above quotaticn, with wilhing that Baronius
had been pleafed to inform us of the name of thé
real Author of the praétice of voluntary flageila-
tion. As he thinks that there has exifted a cer-
tain particular period, at which this practice be-
can to be univerfally followed, priocr to which i'tr
was utterly ynknown, fo he hopes that fome un-

difputed [nventor of the lams may be fixed vpon.
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the Cardinal relates, ¢ That this hcly RMan
¢ would often impofe upon himfelf a penance
¢ of an hundred years, and that he performed
¢ it in twenty days, by the ftrenuous applica-
¢ tion of a broom, without neglecting the
¢ other common methods ufed in doing pe-
¢ nance. Every day, being thut up in his
¢ cell, he recited the whole Plalter (or Book
‘. of Pfalms) at lealt one time when he could
 not two, being all the while armed with a
¢ befom in each hand, with which he incel-
¢ fancly lafhed himfelf #,>

The account which the Cardinal has left
of Dominic, firnamed the Cwirgflid, is not
lefs wonderful. ¢ His conftant pratice (he
¢ fays) is, after ftripping himlelf naked, to
¢ fill both his hands with rods, and then vi-
¢ goroufly fAagellate himfelf: this he does in
¢ his times of relaxation. But during Lent~
¢ time, or when he really means o mortify
¢ himfelf, he frequently undertakes the hun-
¢ dred years penance; and then he every day

* Sﬁ"ﬁh pﬂfﬂ fendiam cenivm ff.-l ehat annorum,
quam per viginti dies, allifione Jfeapar i, calers i{qree
Pa:f’mrmmg rg'mm".r.zs, perfolvehat, P falt ru.sm, quctidiz,
cim duo non !ﬁ_ﬂ;"! unum faltem, non negliged. : i =
plere ;. quod nimirum cam rf’:z i celluia conflitutusy
crmam_ﬁ‘ﬁpﬂ iy m;m: manu, totuim cann di : {2 AN Coi
tizuare confucverat,
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¢ recites the Pfalter at leaft three times over,
¢ all the while flogging himfelf with be-
¢ foms *.

Cardinal Damian then proceeds to relate
the manner in which the fame Dominic in-
formed him he performed the hundred years
penance. ¢ A Man (faid he) may depend he
¢ has accomplifhed it, when he has flagellated
¢ himfelf during the whole time the Plalter
¢ was fung twenty times over+.” The fame
Author adds feveral circumftances which make
the penances performed by the holy Man ap-
pear in a {till more admirable light. He, in
the firft place, was fo dextrous as to be able
to ufe both his hands at once, and thus laid
on twice the number of lathes others could
do, who only ufed their right-hand. In one
inftance, he fuftigared himfelf during the time
the wholé Book of Plalms was fung twice

* Cap. viii, Hanc autem vite confuctudinem in-
differenter habet, ut utrdque manu fiopis armatd, nit~
dum corpus allidat 5 & bgc remiffiori tempove,  Nam
guadragefimalibus ciraulis, five cum penitentiam pera-
gmd’am halbet, crebro centum annorum pa"mffmrrm
sufcipit : tunc per dies ﬁng:{!ﬁj, dum [e feoparum tun-
fonibus affeit, ut minus tria Pfalteria meditande
'ﬁfrﬁfmr

t Hominem tempore quo viginti Pﬁ:!:frm recita-
bantur W&Pufﬂﬂrem, p-:rmlfmmm contenarium  exe

fﬂ-u’ﬁﬁ
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over; on another occafion he did the {ame
while it was fung eight times ; and on another,
while it was repeated twelve times over;
¢ which filled me with terror,” the Cardinal
adds, ¢ when I heard the faét #.’

Cardinal Damian allo relates of the fame
Dominic the Cuiraffed, that he at laft changed
his difcipline of rods into that of leather-
thongs, which was ftill harfher ; and that he
had been able to accuftom himfelf to that la-
borious exercife. Nay, fo pun&tual was he in
performing the duties he had impofed upon
himfelf, that, ¢ when he happened to go
¢ abroad (being an Hermit) he carried his
fcourge in his bofom, to the end that, where-
ver he happened to fpend the night, he
might lofe no time, and flog himfelf with
the fame regularity as ufual. If the place
in which he had taken his refuge for the
night, did not allow him to firip entirely,
and fuftigate himfelf from head to foot,

he at lealt would feverely beat his legs and
head +.’ 3

) iy ™ "

T T T T

* Cap. X. Quod cert? quum audivi tremefaltus
gxpauvi,

+ Hoc flagellumn, fiquando egrederetur, portabat in
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finu, ut ubicungue eum jacere contingeret, a verberibus
rion vacarct, &,

Carrying a difcipline conftantly about one, like
the above Dominic, and making an oftentatious
difplay of it, are among the number of thofe
chara&eriftical circumflances which are looked
upon, in Catholic Countries, as marking hypo-
cll'iff: to this notion a frequent allufion 1s made
both in Novels and Plays; thus, the firft words
of Tartuffe, or the Hypocrite, in the Play of Mo-
lere which bears that name, who makes his firft
appearance only when the Play is fomewhat ad-
vanced, are to order his Man, with a loud affelted
voice, to lock up his hair-cloth and difcipline.
However, we are not to think that all thofe who
thus make a difplay of their difcipline, ufe itwith
fo much earneftnefs and perfeverance as theabove-
mentioned Dominic the Cuiraffed, or Rodolph of
Eugubio ; though it cannoct be denied that feveral
perfons of a gloomy fuperititions temper, flill
pra@ifc in thefe days mortifications of that kind
with great feverity ; and indeed, as hath been ob-
ferved in a former Note, the aftonithing penances
praftifed by Fakirs in the Eaft Indies, which are
undeniable {ats, make every account of that {fort
appear credible to us.

If the cvil arifing from the above cruel prac-
tices, reached no farther than the ufelefs fufferings

which thofe who follow them, bring upon thems
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{elves, onec might fincerely pity their infatuation ;
but it is a truth confirmed by experience, that {u-
perftitious exercifes or mortifications like thefe, are
{eldom introduced but at the expence of other re-
ally effential obligations ; and though the rigour
of {uch mortifications 1s very wifely abated gradu-
ally every day, fo that theyare at length reduced' to
enly fome trifling practices, yet, they are made'to
fupply the place of almoft every duty which Men
owe to one another: thus, to quotz only one
firiking inftance on the fubje&®, Lewis the Ele-
venth of France, after he had paid a few devo-
tions of his own contrivance to a leaden image of
the Virgin he conftantly wore ftuck to his hat,
thought he had fully atoned beforchand for any
crime he meditated to commit.

I fhall conclude this Note with a ftroke of
ridicule which M. de Voltaire, in one of his
Pieces mélées, throws upon the dangerous, and at
the fame time arrogant, pretenfions of thofe per-
fons who voluntarily fubmit to mortifications like
thofe here alluded to. He fuppofes a converfation
to take place with a Fakir, of ‘which a Turk,
then on his travels in India, writes an account to
one of his friends.

¢ 1 happened to crofs a Fakir, who was reading
¢ in his Book : Ah-wretched Infidel! cried he;
¢ thou haft made me lofe a number of wowels that
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&

I was counting, which will occafion my foul to
pals into the body of a hare, inftead of that of
a parrot, with which I had before the greateft
reafon to flatter myfelf : Igave him a Rupee to
comfort him for the accident. In going a few
paces farther, I had the misfortune to fneeze ;
the noife I made roufed a Fakir who was in a
trance.—Heavens, cried he, what a dreadful
noife ! where am I! I can no longer fee the
tip of my nofe! the heavenly light has difap-
peared.—If I am the caufe, faid I, of your fee-
ing farther than the tip of your ncfe, hereisa
Rupee to repair the injury : {guint again, and
refume the heavenly light *.

* Having thus brought myfelf off difcreetly
enough, I pafled over to the fide of the Gym-
nofophifts, feveral of whom brought me a par-
cel of mighty pretty nails to drive into my arms,
and thighs, in honour of Brahma: I bought
their nails, and made ufe of them to faften my
boxes. Others were dancing upon their hands;
others cut capers on the ﬂack-rupﬂ; and others
went always upon one foot. There were fome
who dragged about a heavy chain with them;
and others carried a pack-faddle; fome had al-
ways their heads in a buthel; the beft people in

¥ Tt is needlefs to obferve that all this alludes to real

penances or prafiices of the Indian Fakirs.
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¢ the world to live with. My friend OQmri car-
¢ ried me to the cell of one of the moft famous
¢ of them, His name was Bahabec. He was as
¢ naked as he was born, and had a great chain
¢ about his neck, that weighed upwards of fixty
¢ pounds. He fat on a wooden chair, very neat-
¢ ly decorated with little points of nails, that ran
¢ into his pofteriors ; and you would have thought
¢ he fat on a velvet cuthion. Numbers of Wo-
‘ men flocked to him, to confult him: he was
¢ the Oracle of all the families in the neighbour-
‘ hood ; and was, truly fpeaking, in great repu-
¢ tation. I was witnefs to a long converfation
¢ that Omri had with him.—Do you think, Fa-
¢ ther, faid my friend, that, after having gone
¢ through feven metempfychofes, I may at length
¢ arrive at the houfe of Brama.—That is as it may
¢ happen, faid the Fakir. What fort of life do
¢ you lead ! —I endeavour, anfwered Omn, to be
¢ a good fubjett, a good huifband, a good father,
¢ and a good friend : I lend money without in-
¢ tereft to the rich who want it, and I give it to
the poor: I preferve peace among m}r\ neigh-
bours.—But have you ever run nails into your
¢ backfide, demanded the Brahmin.—Never, re-
verend Father.—I am forry for it, replied the
¢ Father; very forry for itindeed. It is a thou-
fand pities ; but you will not certainly reach
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¢ above the nineteenth Heaven.—No higher? faid
* Omri. In troth Tam very well fatisfied with
* mylot. But pray, what heaven do vou think
¢ of going to, good Mr. Bahabee, with your
¢ nails and your chain? Into the thirty-fifth, faid
¢ Bahabee, &c. &c#.?

The above recited feats of Dominie the Cui-
raffed, and Rodolph of Kugubio, who have had
numerous imitators, together with the very ferious
endeavours of Men in the flation of Cardinal Da-
. mian, torecomitiend fuch prattices, are very extra-
ordinary falts. It reaily feems that, in our part of
the world, where the Arts and Sciences have been
promoted to fo high a degree, and the powers of
the human mind carried to their utmoft extent,
we have, in regard to the folly and ignorance of
our fuperftitious notions and cuftoms, been equal
to any Nation upon earth, to any of thofe Na-
tions whom we defpife moft: nay, perhaps it
might be ftriétly proved that we have been worfe.

* See Voltaire’s Works, wranflated by Smellet, Franklin,
and atbers, Vol, XILIL. pag. 23, &ec.
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The praltice of ﬁn&'fﬁngeﬂ;r'ﬁm sncets with Sfeome
oppofition s but this is foon over+rulcd by the
Jondnefs of the Public.

OLUNTARY flagellations, notwith-
_ ftanding the zeal wicth which Cardinal
Damian endeavoured to promote them, were
not, however, admirtted, in his time, by all
perfons, without exception. Thus, Odillon,
Abbot of Cluny, and Maurus of Cefena, two
Saints whofe Lives Cardinal Damian himfelf
has written, forbore the ufe of flagellations;
or at lealt no mention is made of their having
practifcd them, in the Accounts the Cardinal
has given of their a&ions.

‘Nay, feveral perfons openly blamed the pi-
ous ceremonies in quellion, during the times
of Cardinal Damian; for it was too alarming
a practice, for Men not to be concerned ar its
fudden progrefs; it was an exercife of too -
ticklifh a nature, for them to fuffer themfelves

D
&
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to fall afleep on its introduction, or too in-
terefting in its eonfequence, for them not to
be roufed by the rattling of the blows.

Among thofe who thus condemned volun-
tary flagellations, the molt confpicuons was
Peter Cerebrofus, a Monk who lived in thofe
times, and was moreover a friend to Cardinak
Damian. This brought on, an epiftolary de-
bate on the fubjeét, between Cerebrofus and
the Cardinal, as we learn from the Works of
the latter. Nor did the Cardinal, it is to be
oblerved, advance in his letters, that felf-
flagellations were matter of firi€t duty : he
only proved by the authority of the Scrip-
tures, that it was lawful to flagellate perfons
who were guilty of offences; and he then
gave it as his opinion, that it was a laudable
act in a Chriftian, voluntarily to inflift upon
himfelf that punifhment which God had award-
ed againf{t him, and which he ought to fuffer
from the hands of other perfons.

The oppofition made by Cerebrofus had
efpecially for its object, the manner in which
voluntary flagellations were performed. He
blamed the length of time, and the vehe-
mence, with which certain perfons executed
them; and condemned the extraordinary fe-
verity with which the abovementioned I'log-
ging-Mafters ufed to lafh themfelves, while
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they were finging a number of Pfalms over.
This caufed the Cardinal to write a new letter
to him, in order to defire him to explain bet-
ter his fentiments on that fubjeét: the fol-
lowing is an exrract from the Cardinal’s
letter: ¢ Perhaps you do wnot blame the
¢ practice of felf-difcipline, though you con-
¢ demn it when too long continued, and per-
¢ formed with cruelty : perhaps you do not
difapprove that difcipline be performed dur-
ing the time one Plalm is finging, but you
fhudder at the thought of finging rhe whole
Plalter over. Now fpeak, my Brother, I
befeech you, if I may alk you the queftion,
do you find fault with thofe dilciplines
which are praftifed in the chapters of Con-
vents ¢ do you alfo blame the ufe adop:ed
in them, of preferibing to a Father who
¢ confeffes himielf guilty of any flight fault,
¢ to undergo twenty, or at moft fifty lathes?’

To the above fats, an obfervation is to be
added, which is, that, though Cerebrofus
maintained a different opinion from that of
Cardinal Damian, yer the latter never charged
him with having fallen, in that refpec, into
any kind of criminal errer, or herefy, but on
the contrary, calls him his dear Son, his Bro-
ther in Chrift, and his good Friend, as ap-
pears from his Epiftles xxvii. and xxvui; as

P2
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well as from his Ixiid Epiltle, which he wrote
to the Fathers of the Monaftery of Mount
Calffin, in commendation of flagellations. This
mild and civil manner with which the above
difpute was carried on, between Cardinal Da-
mian, and Peter Cerebrofus, reflefts much
honour upon both, and fhews that they were
perfonages of eminent merit. Nor did the
Cardinal ufethe opinions of Cardinal Stephen,
who, when alive, had likewife oppofed feif-
flagellations, with lefs moderation; and he fre-
quently calls him a Man of pious memory :
though it is but juft to add, that this Cardinal
Stephen was commonly {ufpeéted of having
died fuddenly, on account of his having de-
fpifed the exercife in queftion.

However, notwithftarding the doubts of
Peter Cerebrofus, and of Cardinal Stephen,
the practice of voluntary flagellations foon
fpread itfelf far and wide; and we find it to
have been adopted, fince the times we men-
tion, by numbers of perfons, eminent on ac-
count either of their dignity, or their merit;
feveral of whom have been mentioned by Fa-
ther Gretzer. Amorgthem were St. Andrew
Bifhop of Iielola, Laurence Juftinian, Abbot
Poppo, and efpecially St. Anthelm, Bilhop
of Bellay, who lived about an hundred years

after Dominic the Cuiraflcd and Rodolph of
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Eugubio, and glorioufly trod in the footlteps
of thefe two holy Men. ¢ Every day (it is
faid in that Saint’s Life, which was written
by one of his intimate friends) every day he
fcourged himfelf, making lafhes fall thick
¢ on his back and fides, and by thus heap-
¢ ing ftripes upon ftripes, he never [uffered
¢ his {kin to remain whole, or free from marks
¢ of blows #.°

LEven Sovereigns, and Great Men, in the
times we {peak of, adopted for themfelves the
practice of voluntary flagellation,

The Emperor Henry, who lived about the
year 1070, © never ventured {(if we may cre-
dit Reginard’s account) to put on his Imperial

LY

L.

*# The abovementioned Anthelm, I think I
haveread, lived to a very great age. The famous
felf-flagellator Dominic the Cuiraffed, lived eigh-
ty-four years; St. Romuald, notwithftanding the
flagellations he received from himfelf and his .
Monks, attained, it is fzid, the age of an hun-
dred and twenty years; and Leon of Preza, anc-
ther illuftrious felf-flagellator, lived, according to

* {ome accounts, to the age of an hundred and for-

ty. If fo, it would thence refulr, that felf-fla-
gellations, befides the other great advantazes they
poflefs, are alfo attended with that of being con-
ducive to health. |

Bizz
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¢ robes, before he had obtained the permiffion
¢ of a Prieft for that purpofe, and had de-
¢ ferved it by confeflion and difcipline.

William of Nangis, in the Life of St.
ILewis King of France, which he has writ-
ten, rela es rhat that Prince, after he had made
his conteflion, conftantly received dilcipline
from his Confeflor. To this the fame Author
adds the tollowing curious account. ¢ I ought
¢ not to omit to fay, concerning the Confeflor
¢ the King had before Geoffrey de Bello loco,
¢ and who belonged to the Order of the Pre-
¢ dicant Friars, that he ufed to infli¢t upon
him, hard and immoderate difciplines;
¢ which tiie King, whofe fkin was rather ten-
der, had much ado to endure. This hard-
fhip, however, he never would fpeak of
to this Confeflor; but after his death, he
mentoned the fa&, fomewhat jocularly,
though not without humlity, to the new
¢ Confeflor #.° :

An inftance of much the fame nature with
the faéls above recited, is to be found in one
of Opbertus’s Books. A certain Englith Count
having contrated an unlawful marriage with
one of his near relations, not only parted af-

* o« FJocando ridends boc alteri Confeffori fus
bamiliter recognovit.

b
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terwards with her, but requefted befides to
be difciplined in the prefence of St. Dunftan,
and of the General Affembly of the Clergy.
¢ Terrified (fays Ofbertus) by the greatnefs of

B A m ok  y R o wm. R A A M RN R R B Rowm R

his offence, his obftinacy ceafed ; and after
having renounced his unlawful wedlock, he
impofed upon himfelf the tafk of penitence.
As Dunftan was then preliding over a meet-
ing of the Clergy of the-Kingdom, which
was holden according to cuftom, the Count
came into the middle of the Aflembly, bare-
footed, clothed with wool, and carrying
rods in his hands; and threw himfclf, groan-
ing and weeping, at the feet of St. Dunftan.
This inlkance of piety moved the whole Af-
fembly, and Dunltan more than the reft.
However, as his wifh was thoroughly to re-
concile the Man with God, he preferved an
appearance of feverity in his looks, fuitable
to the occafion, and for a whole hour per-
{fevered in denying his requeft: when, at laft,
all the Prelates having joined in the entrea-
tiesof the Count, St. Dunftan granted him
the indulgence he was fuing for.” From

the above fact, we might conclude that flagel-
lations voluntarily fubmitted to, had be-
come, even before the zra of Cardinal Da-
mian, a fettded method of atening for paft
fins, fince St, Dunftan lived abourt an hundred

P
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years before the Cardinal; that is, about the
year g 5o,

Initances of Sovereigns, and Great Men,
requc ling to undergo flagellations, muflt have
been prerty commor in the days we mention,
fiequent 2llulipns being made to it, in old
books: among otliers, in that old Frerch Ro-
mance, intitled, The H ey of the Rewrd Ta-
ble, and the Feots of the Knight, Lancelo! du
Lac. King Arthur is fuppoled in it, to have
fummoned all the Bifhops who were in his ar-
my, 1o his Chapel 3 and there to have requeft-
ed of them, a correétion of the fame kind as
that undergone by the Count mentioned by
Ofbertus *,

From the times we mention, we find
numerous p-nﬂﬁ of ftlf—ﬁagmla;mns being
ufed in Convents: and indeed it would haw
been a very extraordinary circumftance, if,
while the perfons abovenamed adopted that
practice, Monks had rejected it. In the lud
Article of the Statutes of the Abbey of Clu-
ny, which were collcéted by Peter Maurice,
firnamed the Venerable, who was raifed tothe
dignity of Abbot in the year 1122, the fol-

0 /p:rfj, prift .ar{ﬁ.pfwﬁacux metlt dou=
erepenl i'l.:F :e.,..” ;m}*fﬂ' 12 & Pc:r:.i par A. Ger :‘Ihﬁ‘"
de 1. uilled, 11,(].;, This muft have been one of
the firft hcﬂ’xs that were printed,

3
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lowing account is given. ¢ It was ordained
(it is faid in that Article) that that part of
¢ the Monaftery which is on the left, beyond
¢ the left Choir, fhould remain open to no
¢ {trange perfons, whether Ecclefiaftical or
¢ Lay, as it was formerly, and nobody admit-
¢ ted into it, except the Monks. This was
¢ thus fettled, becaufe the Brothers had no
¢ place, except the old Church of St. Peter,
¢ in which they could pra&ife fuch holy and
¢ fecret exercifes as are ufual with religious
¢ perfons; they therefore claimed the ufe'of
¢ the above new part of the Church, both for
¢ the night and the day, that they might con-
¢ ftantly therein make offerings of the per-
¢ fumes of their prayers to God, fupplicate
¢ their Creator by frequent aélts of repentance
¢ and genuflexions, and mortify their bodies
¢ by often infli¢ting upon themfelves three
¢ flagellations, . either as penances for their
fins, or as an increafe of their merit %2

¥ . ... ubl fanfla & [ecreta orationum aromata
Deo affiduc accenderent 5 [frequentibus metanceis vel ge-
nuflusionibus pio conditori fupplicarent ; a tribus [apd
Magellis, wvel ad paenitentiam, vel ad augendum meri=
sum, corpus altererent.

I will take this occafion to inform the Reader,
that Monks, or perfons of religious difpofitions,

do not always mean, in the penances they impofe
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The pratice in que{hnn gained fo much
credic, about thofe times, in Monafteries, that
S:. Bruno, who, a few years after the death of
Cardinal Damian, founded the Carthufian
Order, thought it neceffary to reftrain his
Morks in that refpet ; not unlikely, perhaps,
with the view to check the pride which they
ufed to derive from fuch exercifes. In oneof
the (tatutes laid by that Saint; which Prior
Guigues has colleéted, the following rr:_tgula-
tion is contained. ¢ In'regard to fuch ‘difci-
plines, watchings, and Uther religious exer-
ciles as are not Exprefsl}f En_]mnﬁd by cur In-
ﬁuuuc-n, let” robody among us p-:'rﬁ:nrm
them; except it. be b}r the Pnﬂrs “per-
miffion.’

So much “were ﬂagellatmns orown into
fathion in the days we mention, fuch attrac-

Ll ﬂ.'l L)
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on themfelves, to atone for their fins, which they
do not by any means confider as being in propor-
tion to the number of their fagellations. - They
practife mortifications of this kind, either for the
good of other perfons, or for delivering fouls from
Purgatory, or in order (as the Reader may fee
from the words above quoted) to increafe their
own merit, and, like the Fakir mentioned in'a
former place, go of courfe to the thirty-fifth
Heaven, :
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-tions did they even feem to poffefs, that La.
dies of high rank would alfo inlift among the
abovementioned Whippers, and almoft vied
with Dominic the Cuiraffed, Rodolph de Eu-
gubio, St. Anthelm, and Abbot Poppo, in
regard to the regularity with which they per»
formed fuch meritorious exercifes, Among
thofe Ladies, particular mention is made of
St. Maria of Ogpnia, of St, Hardwigge, Dut-
chefs of Poland, of St. Hildegarde, and above
all of the Widow Cechald, who lived in the
very times of Cardinal Damian, and perform-
ed wonderful feats in the fame career, as we
are informed by St. Antonius, in the fecond
Volume of his Hiftory. The following is the
account given by St. Antonius, upon the au-
thority of Cardinal Damian himfelf, ¢ Not
¢ only Men, but allo Women of noble birth
¢ eagerly fought after that kind of Purgatory;
¢ and the Widow of Cechaldus, a Woman of
¢ great birth and dignity, gave an account,
¢ that in confequence of an obligation fhe had
¢ previoufly impofed upon herfelf, the had
- ¢ gone through the hundred years penance,
¢ three thoufand lafhes being the number al-
¢ Jotted for every year ¥,

e L R T P e —

* Tit. 16. Cap. VIII. fol. 102.—U? non folim
viri fed & mulieres nobiles hoc purgatorii genus inbi-
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anter acciperent 5 relilamque Cechald’y mulicrem mag-
ni genevis (3 magnae dignitatisy retaliffe fe, per pree-
fixam Eﬁ_ajm regnle ri'.-"ﬁ‘fpffrmm, jra’?iifﬂufam centum
annorum peregi[fe, tribus difeiplingrum mtilibus pro uno
eomputatis quno.

The Widow Cechald, in her account of the

wonderful penance flie performed after the ex-
amf:lc of Dominic the Cuiraffed, has neglected to
i'n’fqrm us in what -manner fhe performed it, and
whether 1he imitated that holy Man in every re-
i_'pf:-&, and ufed, for inftance, both her hands at
once in the operation. Be it as it may; three
hundred thoufand lafhes, the total amount of the
hundred years penance fhe went through, were
certainly a very hard penance. However, as we
are not to doubt either the account which the
above Widow gave in that refpet, or the declara-
tion Cardinal Damian made after her, the wonder
is to be explained another way, and perhaps by
the nature of the inftruments the made ufe of:
they poflibly were of much the {ame kind as thofe
ufed by a certain Lady, who was likewife much
celebrated on account of the frequent difciplines
fhe beftowed upon herfelf, and who was at laft
found out to ufe no other weapons for performing
them, than a bunch of feathers, or, as others
have faid, a fox’s tail.
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CHAP XV,

Another difficulty.  Which is the beft plight té
be in, for receiving a difcipline 2

MINENT perfons, in the times we

{peak of, did not differ from one an-
ther only in their opinions concerning the ad-
vantages of religious flagellations ; but they
alfo diffented with refpect to the manner of
performing them, as we may likewife con-
clude from the Writings and Ordinances of
thofe timnes. Cardinal Damian, the great Pa-
tron of Flagellators, prefcribed to them to
ftrip themfelves naked, and when thus per-
fectly free frem every obfiruction and impedi-
ment, to flog themfelves in company with one
another: this we learn from his xliid Opu/-
culum, which he wrote to the Fathers of
Mount Caffin, who were not intirely recon<
ciled to the thought of thole flagellations. On
the other hand, an Ordinance which had been
framed in the Affembly which was held at
Aix-la-Chapelle, fo early as the year 817, un-.
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der the reign of Lewis le Debonnaire, forbad
the above manner of flagellating Monks, be-
caufe it did more harm than good. ¢ Let the
¢ Monks (it 1s {aid in the 16th Canon) never
be lathed naked, in the prefence of the
other Monks; let them not be whipped
naked, for every trifling fault, in fight of
the Brothers.’
Several religious Orders fubmitted to the
dire¢tions of the above Canonj St. Lanfranc,
among others, ordered, in his Statutes, ¢ That
¢ Monks, guilty of offences, fhould be beat-
¢ en with a thick rod, or wand, over their
¢ growns.” The Monks of Affligen, in the
Netherlands, adopted the fame Canon; and
it was fertled in their Rituwal, as Haeftenus
informs us, that the Monks fthould have their
gowns on, when they were to be cudgelled.
However, the wife precautions we mention
were adopted only in a few particular places;
and the regard which ought to be paid to de-
cency, as well as to the prudent Ordinance
of the Afflembly held at Aix-la-Chapelle, was
utterly forgotten in moft Monafteries; the
pratice recommended by Cardinal Damian
being adopted in them, upon the fcore of
more complete mortification. Nay, fo cheap
did the Framers of regulations, in feveral Mo-
nafteries, make their own nakednels;, as well

=
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as that of the Brothers, that in certain cafes
they ordered delinquents to be ftript in ordes
to be flagellated, in fight not only of the
Congregartion, but even of the whole Public,
In an Article of the Conftitutions of the Ab-
bey of Cluny, which Udalric has colletted
together, 1t is exprefsly fettled that the per=
fons guilty of the different faults enumerated
therein, are ¢ to be ftripped naked in the mid-
¢ dle of the next ftreet or public place, fo
¢ that every perfon who choofes may fee them,
¢ and there tied up and lathed #.

Among the Promoters and Recommenders
of nakednefs, we mult not omit to meéntion
Cardinal Pullus, a perfon of no lefs imports
ance than Cardinal Damian, and who, in his
life-time, was high Chancellor of the Roman
Church : in the Colle€tion of Sentences with
which this Cardinal has obliged the World,
he gives it as his opinion, that the very na-..
kednefs of the Penitent, i1sa confiderable in-
ereafe of his merit .

* Pars Cap. IIL.'p. 166. Cunétis enim qui
widere woluerint, widentibys, & maximé in medid
plated, nudatur, ligatur, & verberatur.

+ To the above differtation on the propereft
plight for receiving flagellations, another, no'lefs
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interefting; mght be added, viz. which are the
fitteft inftruments for infli®ting them ? Indeed, ari
. infinite variety of inftruments have been ufed for
that purpofe, whether they were contrived at lei-
fure by the ingenious perfons wlo were to ufe
them, or were fuddenly found out, from the fpur
of fome urgent occafion. Incenfed Pedants, who
could not quickly enough find their ufval inftru-
ment of difcipline, have frequently ufed their hat;
their towel, or, in general, the firft things they
laid their hands upor. 1 once faw a Gentle-
man flagellate a faucy young fifh-women, with
all the flounders in her bafket. Among Saints,
fome, like Dominic the Cuiraffed, have ufed be-
foms : others, like St. Dominic the Founder of
the Dominican Order, have ufed iron chains;
others, like Gualbert, have employed knotted
leather-thongs ; others have ufed nettles, and
others thiftles. A certain Saint, as I have read in
the Golden Legend, liad no difeipline of his owi,
but cornftaritly took, to difcipline himfelf with,
the very firft thing that came under his hand, fuch
as the tongs for the fire, or the like. St Bridget,
as I have read in the fame book, difciplined her-
felf with a bunch of keys; a certain Lady, whde
hatlt been mentioned in a former place, ufed a
bunch of feathers for the fame purpofe ; and laft-
ly, Sancho did things with much more fimplicity;
—and flagellated himfelf with the palms of his hands:
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GH AP XV

Confeffors at length affume 1o themfelves a.kind
of flagellatory power over their Penitents.
The abufes that arife from its

YHE fubmiffion of Sovereigns to receive
difciplines from the hands of their Cons
feffors, together with the accounts of fuch
difciplines, which, though they might not al-
ways be true, were induftrioufly circulated in
Public, helped much, without doubt, to in-
creafe the good opinion which people enter-
tained of the merit of flagellations, as well as to
ftrengthen the power of Confeflors in general.
In faét the latter, from prefcribing Difciplines,
foon pafled to infli¢ting them upon their pe-
nitents with their own hands; and, without
lofs of time, converted this newly-aflumed-
authority into an exprefs kind of privilege, to’
which 1t was a moft meritorious at, on the
part of penitents, readily to fubmit. On this
occalion, I fhall again quote the old Frengh'

Q
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Book, mentioned in p. 218 ; which, though
it be only a Romance, may ferve to thew the
opinions generally entertained by people, dur-
ing the times in which it was written. ¢ If
¢ you are eftranged from our Lord’s love, you
¢ cannot be reconciled to him, unlefs by the
¢ three following means: Firft, by confeffion
¢ of mouth; fecondly, by a contrition of
* heart; thirdly, by works of alms and cha-
¢ rity. Now, go and make a confeflion in that
¢ manner, and receive difcipline from the
¢ hands of thy Confeflors; for it is the fign
¢ of merit.’

The power of Confeffors of di ﬁg&fmmg
their penitents, became in procefls of time fo
generally acknowledged, that it obtained even
with refpect to perfons who' made ‘profeffion
of the Ecclefiaftical life, and fuperfeded the
laws that had been ‘made againft thofe who
fhould ftrike an-"Ecclefiaftic. To this an al-
lufion is made, in the lines of that Poet of
the middle age, who has put the Summula of
St. Raymund into Latin verfes. ¢ You'are
¢ guilty of facrilege if you have violated holy
¢ things, if you have ftruck a perfon in reli-
¢ pious Orders, or of the Clergy; unlefs it
¢ be a holy beating, fuch as is performed by
¢ -a Teacher with refpeét to his Difciple, ‘or a
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¢ Confeffor with refpect to a perfon who con=
¢ fefles his fins #.’

Arttempts were, however, made to put a
ftop to thefe practices of Priefts and Confel-
fors ; and fo early as under Pope Adrian L
who was raifed to the Purple in the year 772
‘(which by the by fhews that the power affum-
ed by Confeflors, was pretty ancient) a regus
lation was made to forbid Confefiors to beat
_ their Penitents: ¢ 'The Bifhop (it is faid in the
& Epitome of Maxims and Canons) the Prieft,
¢ and the Deacon, mult not beat thoft who
¢ have finned+.” But this regulatioh proved
ufelefs: the whole tribe of Priefls, as well as
the firft Dignitaries of the Church, neverthe-
Jefs continued to preach up the prerogatives
of Confeflors and the merit of flageHations;
and CGardinal Pullus, that Chaneellor of the
- Roman Church who has been mentioned in
the foregoing Chapter, did not feruple to de-
clare, that the nakednefs of the Penitent, and
his fituation at the feet of his Confeflor, were

* Es vir facrilégus [7 res facras violo/Hi;

Si pereuffifis perfonam religiofam,

Vel quem de Clero; nift percuffio fanda,
- Doeétor difeipulum, Confeffor prob-a fatentem,
"+ Cap. XV. Epifeopus, Preflyter & Dia.onus,
peccantes fideles diverberare non debeant,

Q 2
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additional merits in him in the eye of God, as
being additional tokens of his humility #.

All thefe different praétices of {tripping
and flagellating Devotees and Penitents, at
length gave rife to abufes of a very ferious
nature ; inftances of which take place, we
may fay, every day. Numbers of Confeffors,
in procefs of time, have made fuch religious
afts as had been introduced with a view to
mortification, ferve to gratify their own luft
and wantonnefs. They have tried to inculcate
the fame notiors, as to the merit of flagella-
tions, into the minds of their Devotees of the
other fex, as they had brought even Kings
and Princes to entertain; and at laft have
made it a practice to inflict fuch corrections on
their female Penitents, and under that pre-
tence, to take fuch liberties with them, as the
blefled St. Benedi¢t, St. Francis, St. Donu-
nic, and St. Loyela, had not certainly given
them the example of.

Among the many inftances that might be
recited of the abufes here alluded to, it will
{uffice to produce that of a Man who wore a

% Card. Pulli fententiarum L. wvii, Cap. 3. p.
220. FEff ergs [atisfaélio quadam, afpera tamen, fed
Dea tanto graiior qnanto humilior, cum quilibet fa-
cerdatis profiratus ad pedes, fe cadendum virgis ex-
hibet nudum,
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hood, and was girt with a cord (a Cordelier or
Francifcan) who lived about the year 1566.
This Man’s name was Cornelius Adriafem; he
was a native of Dort, and belonged to a Con-
vent in Bruges, and was a moft violent
preacher againft the Heretics, called Gueus.
He had found means to perfuade a certain
number of Women, both married and un-
married, to promife him implicit obedience,
by certain oaths he made them take for that
purpofe, and under the {pecious pretence of
greater picty. Thefe Women he did not in-
deed lafh with harfh and knotted cords, but
he ufed gertly to rub their bare thighs and
pofteriors, with willow or birch rods #,

* I have m the courfe of this Work frequent-
ly produced the original words of the Authors
who a-e quoted therein, as 1 thought this precau-
tion would not be difagreeable to the critical part
of Readers. In regard to the Abbé Boileau him-
felf, no occafion has offered of doing the fame, as
he feldom introduces any fat, in his Beok, but
in the words of the Writer from whom he bor-
rows it: however, as in relating the above ftory,
which he has extralted from a much longer ac-
count, he fpeaks for himfelf, T fhall take this op-
portunity of intreducing him perfonally to the
Reader, and of tranferibing his own words, in

Q.3
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In order to fhew how common the above
practices were become, as well as to entertain
the Reader, I fhall conclude this Chapter with
the following ftory, which is to be found
in Scot’s Book, entitled, Menfa Philofophica.
A Woman, fays Scot, who was gone to
make her confeffion, had been fecretly follow-
ed by her hufband, who was jealous of her;
and he had hid himfelf in fome place in the
Church, whence he might {py her; but as
foon as he faw her led behind the altar by the
Prieft, in order to be flagellated, he made his
appearance, objected that fhe was too tender
to bear a flagellation, and offered to receive it
in her ftead. This propofal the Wife greatly
applauded ; and the Man had no fooner placed
himfelf vpon his knees, than fhe exclaimed,

order to enable the Reader to judge af the good-

nefs of his Latin. ¢ Inter exempla tam infaufice
S notitie nen Psrf;mfﬁ"am Hifloriam narrare hominis
cucwellati et cordigeri, Conventus Brugenfis, anno
circiter MDLXV I, cui nomen erat Cornelins .r.‘f'fl 1=

[ 1
]
¢ afem, srigine Dordyacenfis, adverfus beveticos Gue-
L]
L

/05 flomachofiffimi concionatoris, qui puellas feu foee
minas quafdam facramento ﬁdff.rmh.f &5 cbedientie
Stbi adfirifas, & ﬁ;ffff pictatis devotas, non qui-
dem afperatis fﬁ nodofis funibus verkerabat, fed nu=
data earum femora & nates, inboneflis wiﬁairféw Yo
vantes, betuleis ant vimineis Vitgis, iétibus molliter

inflictis, perfricabat’

-~

L O Ll
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¢ Now, my Father, lay on luftily, for Iama-
¢ great Sinner *.’

"'"".#_—

* e Damma, tota temera eff 3 ego pro ipfd recipie
difeiplinam : quo fletente genua dixit Mulier, Per-
cute fortiter, Domine, quia magna peccatrix fum.'—

Men. Phil, Lib. iv. Cap. 18.

The above ftory, related by Scot, together
with the words he fuppofes to have been faid by
the Woman, have fince been turned into a French
epigram, which I have met with in the Menagiana,
as well as in two or three different colleétions of
French Poetry.

Une femme [e confefla,

L: Confeffeur a la fourdine
Derriere I Autel la trouffa
Pour lui donner la difcipline.

L’époux non loin d’elle caché
De miféricorde touch:

Offrit pour elle dos & fefle.
La femme y confentit dabard,

Je [ens, dit-clle, ma fwfaf effe,
Mon mari fan: doute eff plus fort ;
Sus done, mon Pere, touchez fort,
Car je [uis grande pm&fnjﬁé.
The abovementioned flagellating praftices of
Confeflors, are alluded to in feveral Books; and
Confeflors are exprefsly charged with them by fe-

veral Writers, befides whatis faid above. Among

Q4
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othrrs, Sanlec, a bel Efprit who lived under Lewis
the Fourteenth, and wrote {everal Satires, in ong
of them, which he has intitled T%¢ Direffors, has
made the above practices of Confeflors, or Di-
rectors, the fubjeét of hisanimadverfien. ¢ This
¢ zeglous Confeffor (fays Sanlec} who, for every
5 tnﬂmg fault, with a dlﬁ:xplme in his hand ful-
¢ rigated his female Devotees.’

Ce Confefleur zelé, qui, pour les moindres fautes

La difcipline en main fufligeoit fes Divotes,

Among the number of thofe who have admi-
niftered difciplines of the kind here alluded to, a
few have been fo happy assto acquire much mere
reputation than the others. Among thefe muft
be ranked the abovementioned Cornelius Adra-
{fem, whofe cale is related at length by Meteren,
in his Latin Hiftory of the Netherlands, pub-
lithed in the year 1568, from which the Abbé
Boileaun has extracted it. This Carnelius Adriafem
(or Adrianfen) was a loud declaimer againft the
faftion called the Guewx, whom the Abhé calls
Hereticks, but who were, in faét, the fame party
who oppofed the Spanith Government in thofe
paits, and afterwards fucceeded in overthrowing
it,. and founded the Republic of Holland. Asthe
above Reverend Father had thus ftrongly oppofed
a powerful, numerous, as well as incenfed party, '
in the State and the Church, the difcovery that
was made of his frailties, afforded matter of much
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triumph, as well as made a great nnife, and fap-
plied his enemies with an nppor‘rumty ‘of inv eigh-
ing afrerwards againft him, which they did not
negleét, as we may conclude from Meteren’s ac-ﬂ
count of the fa&, which he relates at great length,
and with much {pleen and dulnefs. However,
new names were coined to l::{prﬂfs that particular
kind of difcipline which Cornelius Adrianfen ufcd -
to ferve upon his female penitents: thofe who ™
loved to deduce their new appellations of things
from Greek words, called it the Gynapygian difci-
pline; and others, who, proceeding upon a more.
liberal plan, thouyght that' the proper appellation
of any particular prattice, ought to be derived from
the name of fome perfon who has eminently
diftinguifhed himfelf by 1t, called the difcipline in |
queftion, from the name of the above Gentleman,
the Cornelian difcipline : a name by which it flill
continues to be exprefled in thofe quaiters.

The devifers of the appellation juft now men-
tioned, did not however mean to fay, that Cor-
nelius Adrianfen was the inventor of the above
kind of difcipline, or even the firlt man of pote’
who had recourfe to it: or, if fuch was their mean-
ing, they were wrong. In fa&, Abelard, who
certainly is a well-known chara&er, alfo ufed to
adminifter flagellatory corre€tions to his pupil He-
loifa, whofe name is not lefs illuftrious than that
of her Mafter. The Canon Fulbert, as every one



236 THE HISTORY OF [Chap. XVI,

knows, had intrufted him with the care of her edu- .
cation; and as_the Canon was very defirous fhe
thould becomé diftinguithed by her learning, he |
had permitted him to correét her, whenever fhe
fhould fail in performing her duty. Abelard, in
time, made an extenfive ufe of the power that had
thus been conferred upon him ; though, to fay
the truth (and as himfelf confefies in one of thofe
Latin letters he wrote to her after their feparation)
hé, at laft, did not fo much ufe it, when fhe had
been guilty of faylts, as when fhe too abﬁmately
refufed to commit any.—8ed & te nolentem (fays
he) fapius minis argue ﬂawﬂz: ad confenfum tra-
bebam. _

As Ccmeiius Adrianfen was preceded in the
career we mention, by acharadter as diftinguithed
as himfelf, fo has he been followed by another
who was no lefs fo, and who made no lefs noife
in the world. The perfon I mean, is the cele-
brated Jefuit, Father Girard; and among the
number of his pupils or penitents, was Mifs Ca-
diere, who certainly may alfo be looked upon as
an illuftrious charafter. The Cornelian difci-
plines which the F ather ufed to ferve upon her,
were one of the fubjefts of the public com-
plaint the afterwards preferred againft him, about
the year 1730; which gave rife to a criminal law-
{uit or profecution that made a prodigious noife,
as it was thought to be akind of ftroke levelled at
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the whole Society of the Jefuits, and was known
to have been ftirred up by Monks belonging to
Orders who were at open enmity with them. The.
Demoifelle Cadiere likewife brought againft Father
Girard a charge of forcery, and of having be-
witched her; in order, no doubt, to apologize
for her having peaceably fubmitted to the k-
centious aéjons of which fhe accufed the Father,
as well as to thofe difciplines with which fhe re-
prnached him, which fhe circumftantially defcrib-
ed in the original complaint, or charge, which
the preferred againft him ; for Judges are perfons
who will not underftand things by half words ;
one muft fpeak plain to them, and callevery thing
by its proper name,

Among thofe who have diftinguithed themfelves
in the fame career of flagellation, Readers (I
mean thofe who poffefs fome patriotifm and love
of their Country) will, no doubt, be much pleafed
to find one who belonged to this Nation; I mean
to fpeak of the Reverend Zachary Crofton, Cu-
rate of St. Botelpl's, Aldpate; who, on a certain
occafion, ferved a Cornelian difcipline upon his
Chambermaid, for which fhe afterwards fued him
at Weftminiter,

The aforefaid Zachary Crofton, as Bifhop Kén-
net relates in his Chronicle, from Dr. Calamy’s
notes, was formerly a Curate at- Wrenbury, in
Chefhire (it was a little before the Reftoration)
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and he ufed to engage with much warmth in the
religious and political quarrels of his times : his
refufal to take the engagement, and endeavours to
diffuade others from taking it, caufed him to be
difmifled from his place.  He was, however, af-
terwards provided with the Curacy of St. Bo-
tolph’s, Aldgate; butas his turn for religious and
political quarrels ftill prevailed, and he had writ-
ten feveral pamphlets, both Engiith and Latin,
about the affairs of thole times, he was fent to the
Tower, and deprived of his Curacy : he was af-
terwards caft into prifon likewife in his own Coun-
ty, and when he procured his liberty, fet up a
Grecer’s thop. While he was in the above Pa-
rith of St. Botolph, ¢ he gave,” as Dr. Calamy
relates, ¢ the corretion of afchool-boy to his fer-
vant-maid,” for which fhe profecuted 'him in
Weftminfter-hall. This fa&t the Do&or relates
as an inftance of the many ferapes into which
Zachary  Crofton’s warm and zealous temper
brought him; and he adds that, on the laft men-
tioned occafion, ¢ he was bold to print his de-
Indeed this fatt of Parfon Creften’s
undauntedly appealing to the Public in print
concerning the lawfulnefs of the-flagellation he

fence.”

had performed, places him, notwithftanding what
Dr. Calamy may add as to the mediocrity of his
p'a.'rts,_ at leaft upon a level with the Geniufes
abovementioned, as well as any other of the kind/
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that may be named, and cannot fail for ever to fe-
cure him a place among the moft illuftrious Fla-
gellators.

In fine, to this lift of the perfons who have
diftinguifhed themfelves by the flagellations they
have atchieved, I think I cannot avoid adding that
Lady, mentioned by Brantéme, who (perhaps as
an exercife conducive to her health) took great de-
light in performing corre&ions of this kind, with
her own hands. This Lady, who was moreover
a very great Lady, would often, as Brantéme re-
lates, caufe the Ladies of her Houfhold to {ftrip
themfelves, and then amufe herfelf in giving them
flaps upon their pofteriors, pretty luftily laid on:
with refpeét to thofe Ladies who had committed
faults, fhe made ufe of good rods; and in gene-
ral, fhe ufed lefs or greater feverity, according
(Brantéme fays) as fhe propofed to make them ei~
ther laugh or cry. The following are Brantéme’s
owil words,

¢ Fai oui parler d'une grande Dame de par le
¢ monde, woire grandiffime, qui ne fe cintentant pas de
¢ lafciveté naturelle, 3 étant mariée £3 erant Venue,
¢ pour la provoquer & exciter davantage, elle faifeit
© d pouiller fei Dames & filles, je dis les plus belies,
&5 fe deleltoit fort a les woiry & puis elle les battoit
du plat de la main fur les feffis, avec dg grandes
clacquades & blamufes affez rudes; € les filles qui
aveient delingué en guelgues chofe, avee de bonnes
verges, Autres fois, fans les depouiller, les fai-
Joit trouffer en rebes, car pour iors elles ne portoient

[ R . T R . B .
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€ point de calecons, &' les clacquettoit fur les feffes, fe-
€ lon le fujet qu’elles lui en donnaienty pour les faire ou
€ rirey, ou pleurerd

It is no ealy matter to peint out what precife
views the Lady in queftion had, when fhe ferved
the abovementioned flagellations. Brantéme, who
had much travelled, and was grown much ac-
quainted with the wickednefs of the world, infi
nuates that the was aftuated by motives of rather
a wanton kind ; but fince ‘it i§ extremely difficult
to believe that thoughts like thofe Brantéme {up-
pofes, could be entertained, 1 fhall not fay by a
Lady, but by a perfon of the high rank of the
Lady in gueftion, I will endeavour to account for
her condué in a different manner; and I fhall con-
fider my time as exceedingly well employed, if I
can clear her from the afperfion thrown upon her
by the above Gentleman.

In the firft place, it is very poffible, that (as
hath been above infinuated) fhe confidered the fla-
gellations in queftion as an exercife advantageous
to her health: and Phyficians have often made
worfe prefcriptions.

In the fecond place, the might, without look-
hg farther, be prompted by a defire of doing juf-
tice ; for Brantome makes exprefs mention of La-
dies who had committed faults : now, fuch a con-
duét on the part of the Lady we fpeak of, would

24
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refle& much honour upon her, and fhew that fhe
did not difdain to fuperintend her own family.

Perhaps alfo it might be, that the abovemention-
cd flagellations were of the fame jocular kind
merely, with thofe which, as hath been related in
the fixth Chapter of this Book, were in ufe in
Rome, and were often pradtifed in the prefence of
the Emperor Claudiug, and fometimes upon that
Emperor himfelf. Noris the circemftance men-
tioned by Brantonte, of the high Lady in quef-
tion fometimes ufing pretty great feverity, con-
trary to this fuppofition : itis a well-known fa&
that Great people, when they do their inferiors
the honour to play with them, will often carry
the joke too far, farther than the latter have a
liking to : jokes or tricks of this kind, gave rife
to the French common faying, Feux de Princes,
qui plaifent d cenx qui les font. < Tricks of Princes,
¢ which pleafe thofe (on/y) by whem they are
¢ played.’

In fine, fince the flagellations in queftion were
eften carried on, as appears from the account of
Brantome himfelf, in a manner really very jocu-
lar, even fo much fo as to make the Ladies laugh,
it is natural to fuppofe that they were then exe-
cuted by the common and perfeitly free confent
of the whole company. The Ladies poffibly pro-
pofed to reprefent among themfelves the feftival of
the Lupercalia, which has been defcribed in a
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former Chapter: intending to reprefent it as it
was performed in the times of Pope Gelafius;
they ftripped themfelves in the manner Bran-
tome has related: the great Lady, in confide-
ration of her high birth and ftation, was per-
mitted to fill the part of the Lupercus ;. the wield-
ing of the difcipline was of courfe exclufively left
to her : nor was this peculiar advantage which the
other Ladies granted her, in that kind of farce
they agreed to aét among themlielves, materally
different from the favour which certain Cler-
gymen ufed to grant to their Bifhop, when they
played at Whift with him, who allowed his Lord-
thip the privilege of maming the trump.

In regard to the Gentlemen who have been
mentioned above, it is however pretty evident that
(owing, no doubt, to the good-nature inherent
in their {fex) they ufed no kind of feverity in thofe
difciplines they ufed to beftow ; except indeed Par-
fon Crofton, who, from the circumftance of his
writing a pamphlet, and-a quarto pamphlet too,
in defence of the flagellation he had performed,
feems really to have been in earneft, both when
he planned, and when he ferved it.

Thus Abelard, in one of the abovementioned
Letters he wrote to his Pupil, while fhe lived re«
tired in the Monaftery of Paraclet, exprefsly fays
that the blows he gave her, were fuch blows as
friendfhip alone, not anger, fuggefted : he even
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adds that their fweetnefs furpafled that of the
verbera quandoque dabat

fiveeteft perfumes,
amar, nom furor, gratia, nom ira, qua OMnium tii-
guentorum Lﬁmvimrerxz rmnﬁma’ﬁmr.

Father Girard, as is evident from the whole
tenor of the declaration of Mifs Cadiere herfelf,
had as little intention as Abelard, to do any kind
of injury to liis pupil or penitent; and Cornelius
Adrianfen, as appears from Meteren’s accnunt,-
ufed to proceed with the fame caution and ten-
dernefs for his drfciples, as the two above-men-
tioned gentlemen, and contented himfelf, as the
Abbé Bei eau‘oblerves, with gently rubbing them
with his inftruments of dilcipline ;—mo/fiter pere
fricabat.

That: Confeflors thould contra& fentiments of
friendfhip for their female penitents, like thofe
mentioned by Abelard, is however nowife fur-
prizing. La Fontaine fays, that

Tout homme eff bomme, & les Aoines f.ur tous,
¢ Every Man is a Man, and Monks above all
‘¢ others.”  He might at leaft have faid. ¢ Every
¢¢ Man is a Man, and Monks as well as others ;”
and to this have added, that their virtue, efpeci-
ally that of Confefiors, is expofed to dangers of
a-peculiar kind. - In faét, the obligation which
thofe who perform that office are under, to hear,
with feeming indifferénce, the long confeflions
of Women of every age, who frequently enter

R
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into numerous particulars concerning the fins
which they have either committed, or had diftant
withes to commit, is no very eafy tafk for Men
who, as hath juft now been obferved, are after
all nothing but Men ; and.- they are, under fuch
circumftances, frequently agitated by thoughts
not very confonant with the apparent gravity and
fanttity of their looks, = Nay, raifing {fuch
thoughts in them, and in general creating {enti-
ments of love in their Confeflors, are defigns
which numbers of female penitents, who at no
time entirely ceafe being atuated by womanifh
views, exprefly entertain, notwithftanding thé
apparent ingenuity of their confeffions, and in
which they but too often fucceed, to their own,
and their frail Confeffors, coft. Thus, itappears
from Mifs Cadiere’s declarations, that fhe had
of herfelf aimed at making the conqueft of Father
Girard, though a Man paft fifty years of age,
being induced to it, by his great reputation both
as a Preacher and a Man of parts; and fhe ex-
prefsly confefled that fhe had for a long while been
making intereft to be admitted into the number
of his penitents.

Indeed, thefe dangers to which Confeflors are
expofed from their continual and confidential in-
tercourle ‘with the Sex, (for, to the praife of Wo-
men be it {poken, they are infinitely more exa&
than Men in making their confeffions) are much
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taken notice of in the books in which dire&ions
arc given to fuch Priefts as are defigned for that
employment ; and they are warned againft nothing
fo much as an inclination to hear preferably the
confeflions of the other Sex. St. Charles
Borrommee, as I have read in one of thofe books,
prefcribed to Confeflors to have all the doors
wide open, when they heard the confeflion of a
Woman ; and he had fupplied them with a fet of
paflages from Pfalms, fuch as, Cor mundum crea
in me Domine, and the like, which he advifed
them to have pafted on fome confpicuous place
within their fight, and which were to ferve them
as ejaculatory exclamations by which to vent the
wicked thoughts with which they might feel
themfelves agitated, and as kinds of #bracadabras,
or Retro Satanas, to apply to, whenever they
fhould find themfelves on the point of being over-
come by fome too fudden temptation.

Numbers of Confeflors however, whether it
was that they had forgotten to fupply themfelves
with the paffages recommended by - St. Charles
Borommee, or that thofe paflages really proved
ineffetual in thofe inftants in which they were
intended to be ufeful, have, at different times,
formed ferious defigns upon the chaftity of theic
penitents; and the fingular fituation in which
they were placed, both with refpet to the Pub-
lic, and to their penitents themfelves, with

R 2
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whom, changing the grave {upercilious Confeflfor
into the wanton lover, was no eafy tranfition,
have led them to ufe expedients of rather fingular
kinds, to attain their ends. Some, like Robert
d&'Arbriffel, (and the - fame has been faid of Ad-
helm, an Englith Saint who lived: before the Con-
queft) have induced young Women to lie witlr
them in the fame beds, giving them to under-
ftand, that, if they could prove fuperior to every
temptation, and rife from bed as they went to it,
it would be in the higheft degree meritorious..
Others, Menas for inftance, a Spanifh Monk
wlhiofe ‘cale was quoted in the proceedings agamit
Fatlier Girard, perfuaded young Women to live
with ‘him'in a kind of holy conjugal union,
which he defcribed to them, but which did not
however end, at laft, i that intelle€tual manner
which thet Father had proinifed. Others have’
perfuaded Women that the works of matrimony
were no lefs liable to pay tithes than the fruits of
the carth, and have received thefe tithes accord-
ingly., This fcheme was, it is {aid, contrived’
by the Fryars of a certain Convent in a {mall
Town in Spain, and La Fontaine has made it
the fubjet of one of his Zales, which is entitled
Tbe Cordeliers of Catalonia, in which he defcribes
with much humour the great punétuality of the
Ladies in that Town, in difcharging their debts
to the Fathers, and the vaft bufinefs that was.
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in ‘confequence, carried on in: the Convent of
the latter. 15 ¢ -

Laftly, other Confeflors have bad recourfe to
their power of flagellation, as dn  eéxcellent
expedient for preparing the {uccefs of their
fchemes, and preventing the firft fufpicions
which their penitents might entertain of their
Views. | ' ot el e

In order the better to remove the feruples which
the modefty of thefe latter caufed them at firdt to
oppofe, they ufed to reprefent to them, that our
firlt Parents were naked in the garden of Eden ;
they moreover afked, whether people muft not
be naked, when they are chriftened ; and {hali
not they likewife be fo, on the day of Refurrec-
tion ! Nay, others have made fuch a ftate of
nikednefs, on the part of thcir-pcnitents, a mat-
ter of exprefs duty, and have fupported this doc-
trine, as the Author of the Aoloz’e pour Hérodote
relates, by quoting the paflage of Jefus Chrift,
in which he fays, Go, and fbew thyfelf 1o the
Pricfl. :

However, inftances of the wantonnefs of Priefts
like this latter, in which a ferious vfe was made
of paffazes from the Books on which Religion
1s grounded, in order to forward {chemes of a
gnilty nature, certainly cannot, in whatever light
the {ubjett be confidered, admit of any juftifica-
tion : though on the other hand, when the na-

R 3
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tional calamities produced by fophifms of this
kind and the arts of Men of the fame cloth, are
confidered, one cannot help wifhing that they
had conftantly employed both thefe fophifms and
their artifices in purfuits like thofe above men-
tioned, and that, enfnaring a few female peni-
tents (who were not perhaps, after all, extremely
unwilling to be enfnared) and ferving flagellations,

had been the worft exceffes they ever had com-
mitted.

CHAPF.
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C:HIAR. - XVIL

The Church at large alfo claims a power of pub-
liely inflidting the difcipline of flagellation.
Inftances of Kings and Princes who have fu-
mitted to it,

S it was the conftant practice of Priefls
; and Confeffors, to prefcribe flagellation
as a partof the /atisfaftion that was owing for
corfmitted fins, the opinion became at laft to
be eftablithed, that, receiving this kind of
corretion, was not only an ufeful, but even
an indifpenfible act of fubmiffion: without it
penitence was thought to bea body without a
foul ; nor could there be any fuch thing as
true repentance. Hence the Church itfelf at
large, became alfo in time to claim a power
of impaofing caftigations of thekind we men-
tion, upon naked finners; and a flagellation
publicly fubmitted to, has been made one of
the effential ceremonies to be gone through,
for obtaining the ineftimable advantage of the
repeal of a fentence of excommunication:

R 4 ;
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the Roman Ritual exprefsly mentioning and
requiring this teft of the culprit’s contrition.
Thefe flagellatory claims and practices of
the Weftern Chriftian Church, are, we may
obferve, one of the objeftions made againft
it by the Greek, or Eaftern, Chriftians, as
the learned M. Cotelier, a Dottor of the Sor-
bonne, obferves in his Monuments of the Greek
Church: © When they ablolve a perfon trom
¢ his excommunication (they fay) he is ftrip-
¢ ped down to the wailt, and they lafh him
with a fcourge on that part which is bare,
and then abfolve him, as being forgiven his
his {in #.?
Among the different inftances of difci-
plines publicly infli¢ted by the Church, upon
independent Princes, we may mention that
which was impofed upon Giles, Count of the
Venaiffin County, near Avignon. This Count
having caufed the Curate of a certain Parifh
to be buried alive, who had refufed to bury
the body of a poor Man, till the ufual fees
were paid, drew upon himfelf the wrath of
the Pope, who fulminated againft him a fen-
tence of excommunication, And in order to
procure the repeal of it, he found it neceflary

L o
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to fubmit to a flagellation, which was inflict-
ed upon him before the gate of the Cathedral
Church of Avignon,

But no fact can be mentioned more ftrik-
ing, and more capable of having gratified the
prlde of the Clergy, at the time, than that
of Henry I1. King of England. This Prince
having, by a few haﬁ}r angry words he utter-
ed on a certain occalion, been the caule of the
affaflination of Thomas Becker, Archbifthop
of Canterbury, exprefled afterwards the great-
elt forrow for his imprudence: but neither
the Priefts nor the Nation would take his
word on that account : they only gave credit
to the reality of his repentance, when he had
{fubmitted to the all-purifying trial of a fla-
gellation ; and in order the more completely:
to remove all doubts in that refpe@, he went
through it publicly.. The following is the
account which Matthew Paris, a Writer who
lived abourt thole times, has given of the
tranfaction.’ -¢ But as the flaughterers of this
¢ glorious Martyr had taken an opportunity
to {lay him from a few words the King had
¢ uttered rather imprudently, the King afked
-abfolution from the Bifhops who were pre-~
¢ fent at the ceremony, and {ubjeéting his bare
{kin o' the difcipline of rods, received four

iy
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¢ or five ftripes from every one of the religi-
¢ ous perfons, a multitude of whom had af-
¢ {fembled *.

s Cczrﬂr:ﬂ:quﬁ Sfuam nudam difcipline virga-
rim :;ppaﬂm:, a fingulis wiris religiofts, quorum
multitudo magna convenerat, iéfus ternos vel guinos
accepit.

Among the inftances of Sovereigns who have
been publickly flagellated, may alfo be reckoned
that of Raymond, Count of Touloufe, whofe
Sovereignty extended over a very confiderable part
of the South of France. Having given protec-
tion in his dominions to the Set called the Albi-
genfes, Innocent II1. the moft haughty Pope that
ever filled the Papal Chair, publifhed a Croifade
againft him ; his dominions were in confequence
feized, nor could he fuceceed to have them reftored
to him, before he had fubmitted to receive difci-
pline from the hands of the Legate of the Pope,
who ftripped him naked to the waift, at the door
of the Church, and drove him up to the altar in
that fituation, all the while beating him with
rods.

With refpe& to the difcipline undergone by
King Henry II. though he may be faid to have
freely fubmitted to it, yet it did not, at bottom,
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materially differ from that impofed upon Ray-
mond, Count of Touloufe. This Prince had,
no doubt, too much underftanding to fubmit to a
ceremony of this kind, out of regard for fome
prevailing notion of the vulgar merely, and much
lefs out of any fuperflition of his own; but he
thought it neceffary to perform fome remarkable
religious aét of that fort, for filencing at once the
clamours of the Priefts, the whole body of whom,
incenfed by the death of Becket, were every where
endeavouring to {pirit up the people to a revolt ;
and he may with truth be faid to have fubmitted
to being flagellated, in order to preferve his king-
dom : which may ferve as a proof, among others,
that it is a pleafing thing to be a King.

The laft inftance of a Sovereign who received
a corretion from the Church, was that of Henry
IV. of France, when he was abf{olved of his ex-
communication and herefy ; and the difcipline un-
dergone by that Prince f{upplies the {olution for
an interefting queftion, that may be added to thofe
above difcufled ; viz. Which is the moft comfort-
able manner of receiving a flagellation ?—Tt is by
Proxy.—This was the manner in which the King
we fpeak of, fuffered the difcipline which the
Church infliéted upon him. His proxies were
Mefl. D’Offat, and Du Perron, who were after-
wards made Cardinals. During the performing
of the ceremony of the King’s abfolution, and
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while the Chorifters were finging the Pfalm A%/~
rere mei Deuns, the Pope, at every verfe, beat,
with a rod on the fhoulders of each of the two
proxies ; which fhews how effential a part of the
ceremony of an abfolution, flagellations have been
thought to be; and alfo, how ftriétly the Church
of Rome adheres to fuch forms as are preferibed
by its Ritual, er, by the Pontifical, as it is called.
Exprefs mention was moreover made of the above
beating, in the written procefs that was drawn of
the tranfaftion,  Dominus Papa verberabat & per-
cutichat humeros Procuratorum, & cujuflibet ip forum,
virgd quam in manibus babebat, |

As a farther indulgence to the King who was
thus difciplined by proxy, and very likely aifo out
of regard for the age in which the ceremony was
performed, the two Gentlemen who reprefented
him, were fuffered to keep their coats on, during
the operation ; and the lathes feem moreover not
to have been laid upon them, with any great de-
gree of vigour. However, fome perfons at the
Court of France, cither out of envy againft the
two above Gentlemen, on account of the com-
miffion with which the King had honoured them,
or with a view to divert themfelves, had, itfeems,
circulated a report, that, on the day of the cere-
mony, the 17th of September 1595, they had
been made actuvally to ftrip in the Church, and
undergo a dreadful flagellation. This report M,

7
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D’Offat contradi&ts in one of his Letters, the
colle&tion of which has been printed; and he
fays, that the difcipline in queftion was perform-
ed to comply with the rules fet down in the Pon-
tifical, but that ¢ they felt it no more than if it
¢ had been a fly that had paflfed over them, being -
¢ {o well coated as they were.’

Very exprefs mention of the above difcipline
was neverthelefs made, as hath been above ob-
ferved, in the written procefs drawn on the occa-
fion ; though the French Minifters would not fuf-
fer 1t to be joined with the Bull of abfolution
which was fent to the King for his acceptation,
and in which no fuch account was contained.
This, another French Author obferves, did not
prevent the Italians from deriving triumph from
the event, and faying that the King of France
had been difciplined at Rome.

From the above two inftances of Henry II. of
England, and Henry IV. of France (the authen-
ticity of which is beyond any doubt) we find that
two crowned Heads, Kingsof thetwo moft pow-
erful States in Europe, both of the name of Hen-
ry, have publicly fubmitted to the difcipline of
flagellation, either in their own perfon, or by
proxy : the one, to preferve his Crown ; and the
other, in order to qualify himfelf for taking pof-
feflion of it. I defire the judicious Reader to pon-
der well all thefle faéts, and not to charge me with
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having chofen too unimportant a fubjeét to treat
in this Work. . :

It may be added, that an ‘inftance of a Sove-
re gn fubmitting to a flagellation, may be feen in
our days, at every vacancy of the Sec of Wurtz-
burgh; a fovereign Bifhoprick in Germany. It
is an antient cuftom in the Chapter of that
Church; that the perfon who has been eleéted to
fill the place of the late Bifhop, muft, before he
can obtain his inftallation, run the gantlope, nak-
ed to the waift, between the Canons, who are
formed in two rows, and {upplied with rods. Some
fay this cuftom was eftablithed in order to dif-
courage the German Princes from being Candi-
dates for the above Bifhoprick ; but perhaps alfo
the Canons who eftablithed the {fame, had no
other defign than procuring the pleafure to them-
felves and fucceflors, when they thould afterwards
{ce their equal become their Sovereign, of remem-
bering that they had cudoelled him.

Other falls, befides that of Henry the Second,
fhew that the power of the Clergy was carried as
far, at leaft, in England, as in any other Coun-
try. Bithop Goodwin relates, that in the reign
of Edward 1. Sir Ofborn Gifford, of Wiltthire,
having aflifted in the efcape of two Nuns from the
Convent of Wilton, John Peckham, who was
- then Archbithop of Canterbury, made him fub-



Chap. XVIL.) THE FLAGELLANTS. 257

mit, before he abfolved him of his excommuni-
cation, to be publicly whipped, on three fuccef-
five Sundays, in the Parifh Church of Wilton,
and alfo in the Market and Church of Shaftl-
bury *. |

* See Dr. Berkenhout's Biographia Litleraria, Art. Jokha
Peckham,
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CHAP. XVIL

e glory c:f flagellations completéd: they are
made ufe of for curing berefy.

\ MCNG all the inftances contained in
this Book, of the extenfive advantages

of flagellations, we certainly ought not to
omit mentioning the application that has been
made of them to the information of Heretics;
the holy perfonages whofe office it was to con=
vert them, having frequently recurred to them
as an excellent expedient, either for opening
the eyes of fuch as abfolutely refufed to be-
lieve, or for confirming- the faith of thofe
who did as yet believe but imperfeétly. As
one inftance of that ufe of fagellations we
{pcak of, we may mention that of Bonner,
Bifthop of London, who, though he had, un-
der the reign of Henry VIII. confented to the
{chifm which then took place in the Church,
made it his conftant pradice, under Queen
Mary, to fuftigate the Proteftants with rods
with his own hands, at leaft if we are to cre-
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dit the account given by Bifhop Burnet, in
his Hiftory of the Reformation, in England *,

i - e B W R

* 1 do not remember to have met with the
above falt in Burnet: Mr. Hume, who alfo men-
tions it, quotes, itfeems, andther Author: how-
ever, Bithop Burnet felates a fa& of much the
fame nature, which is that of Mr. James Bain-
ham, 4 Gentleman of the Temple, who was ac-
cufed of favouring the new opinions : Chancellor
More caufed him to be fuftigated in his owrl
(More’s) houfe, 4nd thence fent him to the Tow=
er. The AbHé Boileau, from whofe text I have
really borrowed the inftance of Bithop Bonner,
Kad howeveér Ho oceafion to look out of his own
Country; for inftancesof Heretics who have been
reformed by flagellatioris: though, to fay the
truth, that infiance, together with that of Chan-
cellot More, which is here added to it, are the
more interefting, in that they evince the great
merit of flagellationis; fince the Divines of all
Countries have alike reforted to thems
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J

€ HAP. XIX.

The fubjelt of the merit of flagellations, conti=

nueds  Holy perfons, though witbout any pa._ffh
* lic authority, have ufed them.accafionally, in
" erder to give weig bt Lo tEeir admonitions.

HE general efteem for flagellations,
which had led people to confider them
as an mfa.]hblﬂ method of atening for paft:
ﬁns, alfo induced them 1o think they would
be extremely ufeful to firengthen thofe admo-
nitions with which it is the duty of good Chrif-:
tians to afiift each other. .. Hence we find thae
Saints, who, like other . perfons, have been
pregy free with their, advices to other ‘men,
have ﬂul;:u.nt ¥ aﬁ‘umed a power to corrobo-
i'd{[t' them by ﬂagtllatmns | :
Among thofe inftances. of correQions. bE-
ftowed by Saints upon perfons who did not
alk them for their advice, none can be quoted
more remarkable than that of St. Romuald,
who, ona certain occafion, feverely flagellated
his very Father, whole conduct he difapprov-
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ed, as Cardinal Damian relates, who, we may
ﬂbﬂ?rve greatly upprdves the aftien of the
Saint.  The following is the account given by
the Cardinal: ¢ After he hadi received per-
miffion for that purpofe from his Superiors;
‘ he fer ot Gipon his intended journey, with-
‘ out either horfe or cart, butonly with a
¢ ftick in his hand, and with his feet bare
¢ andj from the remoteflt borders of France;
¢ at lalt reached Ravenna. There finding his
¢ Father derermined to return to the World,
¢ he put him in the ftocks; he tied him with
¢ heavy chains, dealt hard blows to him; and
¢ continued uling him with this pious feverity;
¢ till, by the favour of God; he had brought
~ his fou! back to a ftate of falvation #?

To thole flagellations beftowed by Saints
upon perfons who did not afk for them, we
may fafely add thofe with which they have, at
differenit times, ferved {uch Ladies, as; {mit-
ten with their charms (with the Saints charms,
I:mean) have ventured to make them propo-
fals, totally inconfiftent with their virrue, Thefe
propofals the Saints not only conftantly re-
jected magnanimouily, but moreover feldom

o

* ..o S Tn ligno pedes cjus fortiter flrinzit, grem
mfrw eum vinculis af!:gnw:t verberibus duris affiixit,
U tamdin COrpus cjus pm ﬁmr:mre p.fwmmm:, .:a’ﬁ :.r,'
ejus mentem ad falutis flatum Deo medente reduxi:,
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difmiffed the Ladies who attempted them,
without making them feel the points of their
difciplines. 'This was the manner in which
St, Edovund, who was afterwards Bifhop of
Canterbury, behaved on an occafion like thofe
we mention, as the learned Claude Delpence,
a Parifian Theologian, relates in his Book on
Continences  St. Edmund, the above Writer
fays, doring the time he was puriving his ftu-
dies in Paris, was folicited by a young Wo-
man to eommit with her the fin of fornication 3
he thereupon bade her come to his ftudy,
where, after tearing off her clothes, he flagel-
lated her naked, fo feverely, that he covered
her whole body with firipes *,

Brother Mathew, of Avignon, a Capuchin
Friar who lived about the year 1540, and
fpent many years in €orfica with a reputa-
tion of fan&ity, gave juft fuch another eapis
tal in{tance of virtue as that exhibited by St.
Edmund. The Saint having been ¢haritably
received in 2 eertain Caflle in Predmont, whers
he was then begging about the Country, a
young Lady, extremely handfome, and of
noble birth, came during the night, firipped

* o... % Eam ad mufzum fuum excivit, ibigue
fpoliatam virgis cacidit, ac nudatum corpus vibicibus
conferibillavie.” :
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to her fhift, to vifit him, in the room that
had been affigned to him, and approaching
the bed in which he was afleep, folicited him
to commirt the carnal fin. But the holy Friar,
inflead of anfwering her, ¢ took up his dilci-
pline, made with found and wcll-knotted
Spanifh fmall cords, and flagellated her fo
brifkly upon her thighs, her pofteriors, and
back, that he not only made her blafh with
fhame, but moreover left upon her fkin
numberlefs vifible marks of the lecture he
¢ gave her &.°

To thefe inftances of the holy feverity with
which Saints have treated fuch Ladies as ven-
tured to make artempts uvpon their virtue,
may be added that of Bernardin of Sienna,
according to the account given by Surius;
for the virtue of Saints has been expofed to
more dangers than the vulear think of. ¢ One
¢ day (fays Surius) as Bernardin was gone
¢ abroad to buy fome bread, a Woman, the

Lot

L LY Lol -

* Here an opportunity occurs of giving a fe-
cond fpecimen of the Latin of the Abbe Boileau ;
the firft' was produced in p. 232.

v+« . Eandem flagello nodis afperats, ex funibus
Tbericis compadto, tamdig diverberavit, totque vibici-
bus fulcos fanguinolentos in femoribus, clunibus, ac fea-
pulis diduxit, ut non folim [uffufo vi pudoris, verum
etiam effufs vi doloris, [avguine, fugaverit,

S 3
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Wife of a szm of Su‘:npa called him ta »
her hﬂufe as foon as he had gor inte it, fhe |

locked the door, and faid, Unlels you now

let me bave my wifh, I drzc]art I will cavet,;
you with fhame, and fay that you haveof-.
fered viclence to me, - Bejnardin; finding -

himfelf drawn into fuch a.dangerous fitua-

tion, prayed to God, within himlelf, not to
forfake him; for he greatly derefted that '
crime. God did not difregard his prayeri; °

he prefently fumeﬁed to him to tell the

Woman, that ﬂnce the would abim!ute]_y-

have* it fo, the muft “ftsip off her clothes.

To this the Woman made po objeétiony.
and fhe had fcarcely done when Bernardin
‘exhibited his whip, which he happened m
have about him, and laying faft hold of her,  **
,bfgan to exert it vigoroufly; nor did he
give up fuﬂlgﬁtmcr her,  till her: luﬂfulq,arq:.
dour was extingnifhed.- Shq.baved the holy
Man the better for that afterwards 2 am:l g =

did her Huﬂ}and \mh"f:n he knew hnw thmgs
had been tranfated #, 1

* 1., Ea aufa impenfias mulicr amavit ﬁr::&um__ :
VIrUn, urmgr:e mnnms cjus, whi mm_psn: ren mﬁ e

geflam,

Flo
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“The accounts of the E&vances’ﬂaﬂics have made
to the above holy pcrfﬁnag&q, muft certainly give

pleafure to the judicious and fenfible Reader. Con-
ﬁder ing the opinion entertained by a numbcr of
perﬁ:-ns, that Rakes, Cnxcombs, and in frenﬂ:al '
the moft worthlefs part of the male ﬂax, are com-
monly the moft welcome to_ the favoqrs of the
Ladies, T think it refle®s much honour upoi
them all, that feveral have gone the oreateft fengths _
in" favour of Saints, and have fet afide, out r_:t:
love for them, thofe rules of referve and dLL'“tIE?
which Ladies arc otherwife fo naturaﬂv inclined
to refpect.

In regard to the manner in w‘n;-:‘h the qamts'
themfelves ufed the Ladies, it is certainly fnma-'
what fingular: however, I"'muft poftpone gnmg'
m}f opinion abf}ut it, till a few remarks are j'n“!.dEF
on what more precifely conftitutes the l'.lT_}_;eE’t of
the foregoing Chapters, which is the great mc;,rit;
and dignity of flagellations. 1n fa&t, we ﬁndiiha'r'-
Great Men, Cbnquerﬂra, ancl ngs have pu‘)u,
licly fubmitted to mcemng them; and they.
have moreover nccafonaﬂ}r mﬂ{é’ccd them with
their own* hands.”" The Readeér” may remember
the method mentioned at pag. 54- @f this Woik,
which was adopted by the Gremam Hemcs fog,
-::r.::m’c‘l,rmg to their vanquithed Opponents;’ a prost
per fenfe of their fuperiority and indignation: ’H'nff‘
the fame magnanimous kind of admonition tvas’

S 4
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alfo commonly made ufe of by the Romans, in
yegard to thofe Kings or Generals whom they had
taken in war.

Caligula, a Roman Emperor, did not difdain,
as we read in Suetonius, to ufe the fame kind of
correétion, for filencing thofe who happened to
mazke a noife near him in the Theatre, and there-
by prevented him from attending to the play, and
efpecially to his favourite Aftor: the culprit was
inftantly ftripped ; and the Emperor himfelf did
the reft ¥,

Another Emperor we may name here, viz. Pe-
ter the Firft, of Ruflia. He frequently conde-
fcended to beftow, with his pwn imperial hands,
that kind of Ruflian flagellation, the Knowtz: at
other times, when he could not attend to the bu-
finefs, he trufted the care of it to his Buffoon
Witafki ; who was moreover invefted with an un-
limited power of cudgelling thofe whe came tg
pay their court to his Czarian Majefty.

The inftances of flagellations above produced,
have however been confined to actions of Kings,
Congquerors, Emperors, and Saints, or to cafes of
great emergency, in which whole Nations were

* He punifhed differently, on a certain occafion, a Re-
man Knight who had been guilty of the abovemenrioned
fault. He fent him, without delay, to carry a letter to
Africa; withont allowing the time to call at his houfe, and
take leave of his family.
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concerned, fuch as the confutations of herefies,
and the acquifition of Sovereignties and Kingdoms; -
but if we defcend into the different {pheres of pri-
vate life, we fhall find their advantages to have
alfo been very extenfive.

Thus, flagellations have been ufeful to feveral
perfons, to make their fortunes. Not to mention
here the common ftory about thofe who have been
flagellated, when Boys, in the room of the Heir
to the Crown, we find that the two abovemen-
tioned Gentlemen, Meflrs. D'Offat and Du Per-
ron, who had had the honour to be difciplined at
Rome, on the account of their Royal Mafter,
were afterwards, through his intereft, promoted to
the high dignity of Cardinals, befides obtaining
confiderable emoluinents.

Others, though they have not gained fuch fub-
ftantial advantages as places and penfions, have ac-
quired, which in the opinion of many judicious
perfons is not lefs valuable, extenfive reputa-
tions. Some have acquired fuch reputations, by
the flagellations they have inflifted,—among thefe
are to be ranked Cornelius Adrianfen, Zachary
Crofton, and the Lady mentioned by Brantome;
and others, by the flagellations they have under-
gone; fuch was Titus Oates, fo well known in
the Hiftory of this Country; Bifthop Burnet ex-
prefsly obferving, that.this treatment did rather raife
Qﬂ;’ﬂ’: reputation, than fink it. (A, 1685.)
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In the intercourfe of private life, though among
perfons diftinguifhed from the ‘vulgar, flagella-
tions, being employed as correftions, have alfo
proved of very great fervice.

Thus bon-mots, at the expence of other perfons,
fatires, lampoons, have, on numberlefs oceafions,
been confuted by flagellations. The Reader fure-
ly has not forgotten the cafe of Mifs de Limeuil,
which has been recited in a former place ; nor that-
of the Court Buffoon which is introduced in the
fame Chapter: and to thefe inftances might be
added that of the Poet Clopinel, the Continua-'
tor of that old and celebrated Romance, the Ro-
man dela Rofe, who was once very near being fla-
gellated by the Ladies of the Court of France,
for his having tried his wit at the expence of the
Sex in general, as will be related in another place.

Indeed, to difcufs the fubje& of the ufefulnefs
of flagellations in a manner adequate to its im-
portance and extenfivenefs, would lead us into
narratives without eind : - L "will thevefore, for the
fake of thortnefs, content myfelf with adding a
few faéts to thofe before recited ; as, befides fup-
plying interefting confequences, thcj,r are fuffici-
ently authenticated. :

- The firft, which is very ufeful to prove that:
the fecrets of Ladies ought never to be betrayed, is that
of the flagellation which was inflited on a certain
Surgeon, who gave a loofe to his tongug, at the
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expence of a great Lady to whom his affiftance
had ‘been ufeful.: The Lady" I mean, was Wife

to the' Prince who 'became afterwards 'King' of
 ¥rance, under the name of Henry I'V : ‘the was
herfelf much more nearlyallied to the Crown than
the Prince her Hufband, and would have mount-
ed the Throne in hér.own right, if it had not
been for the Salic’Law. The Princefs in quettion
was learned, witty, ‘handfome; and the had, in
particular, fuch a fine arm, that it was commonly
reported that the Marquis of Canillac, under
whofe:guard the lived fora while as ftate prifoner,
fell in love: with: her onthe fight ofsit... With
thefe qualificatiens fhe united-gay,‘amorous difpo=
fitions, having even ‘been fufpeted to love the
great. Duke: of ‘Guife, who afterwards nearly pof-
fciﬁ‘d himfelf :.of the Crown: “and'fhe had befides
a turn for political intrigues. During the cele-
brated civil wars of the League, being in the City
of Agen, fhe attempted to make herfelf miftrefs
of the place ; but the oppofite party having found
means to raife an infurreétion againft her, fhe was
obliged to fly, accompanied by a body of about
8o Gentlemen and 40 foldiers: her flight was even
fo precipitate, that fhe was obliged to get on horfe-
back without having time to procure a pillion,
and in that: fituation fhe rode a great number of
miles, behindia:gentleman, being continually ex-
?ofed te the greateft danger, forthepafled through
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2 body of a thoufand Harquebufier:; who killed
feveral of her followers ; having at laft reached a
place of fafety, fhe borrowed a dry thift from a
fervant maid, and thence purfued her journey ta
the next Town, named {ffon, in Aurergne, where
{he recovered from her fears. However, the greag
fatigue the had undergone, threw her into a fever
that lafted feveral days; and moreover, the want
of that comfortable accommodation which has
been jult mentioned, a pillion, during her long
precipitate flight, had caufed that part of her bo-
dy on which {ke fat, to be in a fad condition, A
Surgeon was therefore applied to, te procure her
relief ; and fuch was the epulotick, farcotick, ci-
catrizive, incarnative, healing, confolidant, fa-
native, nature of the falves he employed, that the
was cured in a fhort time; and thus far the Sur-
geon certainly deferved her thanks: but as he af
terwards indulged himfelf 1n idle ftories concerns
ing the cure he had performed, the Princefs, who
heard of it, grew much incenfed againft him, and
caufed him to be ferved with that kind of correc-
tion which is the fubjet of the prefent differta-
tion ; that is to fay, fhe caufed him, as Scaliger
aflures, to be ferved with a flagellation (elle-lui fit
donner les étrivieres. )

Nobody certainly will think that the revenge
taken by the above Princefs was improper; on
the contrary, all perfons will agree that it was a
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very becoming fatisfaltion, and which fhe owed
to herfelf. It is true, every body looks with des
teftation upon the a&tion of the Princefs of Gon-
zaga, conmonly called the fair Fulict, who caufed
a Gentleman to be affaffinated, who had affifted
her in making her efcape from the Town of Fon-
di, which the eclebrated Corfair Barbaroffa had
furprifed during the nigh:, with a view, as it is
faid, to feize upon her perfon, in order to make
prefent of her to the Grand-Signior,—being in~
cenfed at the remtembrance of the Gentleman
having feen her run in her fhift, acrofs the fields,
by moon-light. But without making any remark.
sn the difference of the treatment the above La-
dies had recourfe to, it will fuffice to obferve that
no comparifon can be made between the cafe of
the above Gentleman, and that of the Surgeon :
the latter had been guilty of an mndifcretion of the
blackeft kind, and which none but a talkative
Frenchman could have committed ; a thing with
which we are not told the Gentleman in queftion
had been charged ;—and when we refleét on the
enormity of his fault, inftead of judging that he
was too feverely ufed, we find he was treated with
exceflive mildnefs.

Indeed, the more we confider the circumftances
of the whole affair, the more we are affefted by
the treacherous condu& of that miferable Sur -
geon, A wretch whom the Princefs had diftin-
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guithed in fo' flaftering a* mianner fiom- all the
other perfons of the fame profeflion to whom fhe
might have equally dpplied,—a fcoundrel, a rafcals
a fellow, whom fhe had with: fo ‘much affability
acquainted withethe difagreeable fituation in which
fthe found herfelf, and' to whom fhe had, ne
doubt, afterwards given fuch a bountiful and mag-
nifcent reward,. for fuch a' man' to betray the fe-
cret' of the Princefs, and givea lﬂpﬁé to his prat-
ing tongueat henexpénce! He certainly richly de-
ferved the flagellation that ~was beflowed upon
him, and:I hope thofe whole duty 1t was to ferve
bhim with 1t, were animated with the fame fenfe
of his guilt with which this article is written.

To this I thall add nﬂthll:rg, except that it is very

hkely that, conformably te what has been obferv-
ed in a former Chapter, the flapellation inflicted
on : the above' Surgeen, or Barber, Was inflited
1in the Kitchen. brrs")
Flagellations have alfo been of ftrw{:e for pu-=
nithing iniquitous Judges. I could wifh to have
many inftances of that kind to relate : however, 1
will produce the following one. ' The ftory made
its appearance in a news-paper, fome years ago, at
the time of the great paper-war.that was waged
about the American affairs, before the beginning
of aftual hoftilities. The Writer who {fent it to
the Gazetieer, had adopted the fignature of 4 Bof~
ten Saint; and as it made the whole of his firfk
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LEffay, he had meant it it feeins, as a fort of fpe=
cimen to introduce himfelf. by, 'to.the notice of
the Public : he continued to fwrite. under that fig=
nature ; - and proved-equal, at leaft, to any of thofe
who drew their pens on the occafion, and even
was decifively fuperior in point of local knowledse
cf the Colonies. The Story, which will be in=
ferted in that Writer’s own words, gives a:curious
infight into the puritanical manners that prevailed

in jthe New-England Provinces. Now, that they.

have the feat of their{Government among them,
thefe, manners will undergo an alterdtion : ‘they
cannot be inuch longer the lcaclmg faihmn of the
Country, |

. About forty }rﬁ:ars ago,n many cf the Ch:ef
Saints, cat Bofton, met with a fad mortification :

- yeay-a miortification in the flefh. )

-4 Laptain StrLoe, Cbmmmdqr nf’ a ﬂup uf

war, thien in Bofton Harbour, being-athore, on a
Suniday, was apprehended by the Conftables, for
walking on the Lord’s day. : On-Monday he was

carried; before a  Juflice of the peace: he was .

fined ; refufed to-pay it ; and! for fiis-contumacy

and|; contempt of authorify,’ was fentenced to fit -
in 'the Stocks, ; one hour,  during the time of -

Change. This fentence 'was put in execution,
without the leaft mitigation.

¢ While the Captain fat in durance, grave Ma- .
glﬂcrates admonifhed him to refpet in future the .

bl
o ey
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wholefome laws of the Province; and Reverend
Divines exhorted him ever after to reverence and
keep holy the Sabbath-day. At length the hour
expired ; and the Captain’s legs were fet 4t li-
berty.

¢ As foon as he was freed, he; with great feein-
ing earneftnefs, thanked the Magiftrates for theit
correftion, and the Clergy for their {piritual ad-
vice and confolation; declaring that he was
afhamed of his paft life; tliat he was refolved to
put off the old Man of Sin; and to piit on the
new Man of Righteoufnefs; that lie thould evef
pray for them as inftruments in the hands of God,
of faving his finful foul.

¢ This fudden converfiott tejoiced the Saints.
After clafping their hands; and cafting up their
eyes to heaven, they embraced their new Convert,
and returned thanks for being made the humble
means of friatching a foul from perdition. Proud
of their fuccefs, they fell to exhorting him afrefh ;
and the moft zealous invited him to dinner, that
they might have full time to complete their work.

“ The Captain fucked in the milk of exhortas
tion, as a new-born babe does the milk of the
breaft. He was as ready to liften as they were to
exhort. Never fvas a Convert more affiduous,
whiile his ftation in Bofton Harbour lafted : he
attended every Sabbath-day their moft fan&ified
Meeting-houfe ; never mifled a weekly leture ; at

5
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every private Conventicle, he was moft fervent
and loudeft in prayer. He flattered, and made
prefents to the Wives and Daughters of the God-
ly. In fhort, all the time he could fpare from the
duties of his ftation, was fpent in entertaining
them on board his Ship, or in vifiting and pray=
ing at their houfes.

 The Saints were delighted with him beyond
meafure. They compared their wooden Stoc!s
to the voice of Heaven, and their Ssa-convert to
St. Paul; who, from their enemy, was become
their Doétor.

¢ Amidft their mutual happinefs, the mourn-
ful time of parting arrived. The Captain received
his recall. On this he went round among the
Godly, and wept and prayed, affuring them he
would return, and end his days among his' friends
in the Lord.

“ Till the day of his departure, the time was
{pent in regrets, profeffions, entertainments, and
prayer. On thatday, about a dozen of the prin-
cipal Magiftrates, including the Seleft-men, ac=-
companied the Captain to Nantafket Road, where
the Ship lay, with every thing ready for failing.

¢ An elegant dinner was provided for them on
board ; after which many bowls and bottles were-
drained. As the blood of the Saints waxed warm,
the cruft of their hypocrify melted away: their
moral {ee-faws, and Scripture-texts, gave place to

it
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double-entendres, and wanton fongs : the Captain
encouraged their gaiety ; and the whole Ship re-
founded with the roar of their merriment.

¢ Juft at that time, into the Cabin burft a bo-
dy of Sailors, who, to the inexpreflible horror
and amazement of the Saints, pinioned them faft.
Heedlefs of cries and intreatics, they dragged them
upon deck, where they were tied up, ftripped to
the buff, and their breeches let down ; and the
Boatfwain with his Afliftants, armed with dread-
ful cat-o’-nine-tails provided for the occafion, ad-
miniftered unto them the law of Mofes in the
moit energetic manner. Vain were all their pray-
ers, roarings, ftampings, and curfes : the Captain
in the meantime affuring them, that it was con-
{onant to their own doctrine and to Scripture, that
the mortification of the flefh tended towards the
faving of the Soul, and therefore it would be cri-
minal in him to abate them a fingle lath.

¢ When they had fuffered the whole of their
difcipline, which had flayed them from the nape
of the neck to the hams, the Captain took a po-
lite leave, earneftly begging them to remember
him in their prayers. They were then let down
into the boat that was waiting fer them : the Crew
faluted them with three cheers; and Captain
St. Loe -made fail. The Bofton Seleft-men, to
this day, when they hear of the above, grin like
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infernal Dzmons, out of fvrnpith}r to their pres
deceflors *.” .

Another ufe that has been made :::-f flagellations
among polite people, and diftinguithed fromithe:
vulgar, has been to reprefs the afpiring views of
rivals who pretended (unjuftly, as the others
thought) to an. equality in peint of birth, wit,
beauty, or other accomplithments. On this oc~
cafion we might relate the treatment that was in-
flicted by two Ladies of noble family, near the
Town of Saumur, inFrance, on the daughter of
a wealthy Farmer, whofe beauty had caufed her to
be invited to an entertainment that was given in a
neighbouring Caftle, or Manor : an affair which
attraéted the notice of the Public, at the time (A.
1730) as we may judge from the accountof it be-
ing contained in the colle&ion of Celebrated Cawxfes
decided in the French Courts of Law. But our
attention is called off by another much more ih-
terefting inftance of the fame kind, which hap-
pened in the reign of Lewis the Fourteenth, ‘and
made a very great moife. I mean to fpéak of ithe
flagellation that was' ferved by the Marchionefs of’
Trelnel, on the Dame, or Lady, of Liancourt:
a fa&t which by all means:deferves a place in this

* Gﬂﬁ.’.ﬂffﬂ'—-?ﬂfﬂ’fﬂJ, Dec. zr.:, 1774. The main cir-
cumftances of the fame fa® are alfo to Be found in Dr.
Burnaby’s Travels through the middle Settlements of J‘n rth
America, publifhed in the year i77:.

f B



298 THE HISTORY OF [Chap. XIX.

Chapter, as being in itfelf an extremely illuftri-
ous inftance of flagellation. Indeed, one advan-
tage the Author is proud of, which is, thathe has
inferted nothing vulgar in this Book, nothing but .
what is worthy the attention of perfons of tafte
and fentiment.

The Story is as ﬁ:nIIm{fs The Lady of Lian-
court was originally born of Parents in middling
circumitances. Having had the good luck to mar-
ry a rich Merchant, the had addrefs enough te
prevail upon him to leave her, at his death, which
happened a few years after their marriage, the
bulk of his fortune; and, being now a rich,
handfome Widow, the married the Sienr, or Lord,
of Liancourt; a man of birth, whofe fortune
was fomewhat impaired by his former expenfive
way of living. The Lady of Liancourt ufed to
refide, during the fummer, at the Catitle, or Eftate,
of her Hufband, near the town of Chaumont -
and in the fame neighbourhood was fituated the
Eftate of the Marquis of Trefnel. The manner
of living of the Lady of Liancourt, together with
the reputation of her wit and beauty, excited the
jealoufy of the Marchionefs of Trefnel, who, on
account of her birth, confidered herfelf as being
greatly fuperior to the other: and a ftrong com-
petition foon took place between the two Ladies,
which became manifefted in feveral places in are-
markable manner, efpecially at Church, where the

3
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Marchionefs went once fo far as violently to pufh
the other Lady from her feat: the Lady of Lian-
court, on the other hand, was faid to have writ-
ten a copy of verfes againft the Marchionefs ; and
in fhort, matters were carried to fuch lengths be-
tween them, that the Marchionefs refolved to
damp at once the pretenfions of her rival, and for
that purpofe applied to that effetual mode of cor-
reétion which, as hath been feen in the courfe of
this Book, fo many great and celebrated perfon-
ages have undergone, namely, a flagellation.
Having well laid her fcheme in that refpect, and
refolved that her rival thould undergo the correc-
tion, not by proxy, like King Henry the Fourth,
but in her own perfon, the Marchionefs, one day
fthe knew the Lady of Liancourt was to vifit at
a Caftle a few miles diftant from her own, got
into her coach and fix, accompanied by four Men
behind, and three armed Servants on horfeback ;
and care had been previoufly taken to lay in a ftock
of good difciplines, which were placed in the
coach-box. Having arrived too late at the place
on the highway at which the propofed to meet her
antagonift, the Marchionefs alighted at the houfe
of the Curate of the Parifh, in order to wait for
her return, and ftaid there, under fome pretence,
feveral hours, till at laft a Servant who had been
left on the watch, came in hafte, and brought
tidings that the Lady Liancourt's coach was in

T3
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fight : the Marchionefs' therenpon got into her
coach with the utmeft fpeed, and arrived juft in
time to throw herfelf acrofs the way, and {top the
other Lady; when the Servants, who had been
properly direéted beforehand, without lofs of
time took the latter out of her coach, immediate-
ly proceeding to execute the orders they had re-
ceived : and, from the complaint afterwards pre-
ferred by the fuffering Lady, it really feems that
they endeavoured to difcharge their duty in fuch a
manner as might convince their Miftrefs of their
zcal in ferving her.

The affair {foon made a great noife, and the
King, who heard of it, immediately fent exprefs
orders to the Hufbands of the Ladies to take no
fhare in the quarrel. The Lady of Liancourtap-
plied to the ordinary courle of law, and brought
a criminal a&ion againft the Marchionefs, before
the Parliament of Paris; the confequence of
wlhich was, that the latter was condemned to
afk her pardon in ‘epen Court upon her knees,
and to pay her about two thoufand pounds da-
mages, befides being banithed from the whole ex-
tent of the jurifdition of ‘the  Parliament, The
Servants, who are generally very feverely dealt
with in France, when they fuffer themfelves to
become the inftruments of the violence of their
Mauflers, were fent to the Gallies. ' And Mifs De
Viilejuartin, who had been-co-fpeétatrels of the
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flagellation, 1n the fame coach with the Marchio-
nefs, and had fhared her triumph, was fummon-
ed to appear perfonally in Court, there to be ad-
manifhed, and condemned to pay a fine of twenty
livres, © for the bread of the prifoners *.” .

That part of the bodies of the_ir enemics, to
which Captain St. Loe, and. the above-named
Marchionefs, &_ircé‘téd the corre&tions and infults
by which they. propofed to humble them, natu-
rally leads us to remark the oppofite lights in
which that part has been confidered by Mankind,
and to notice the fantaftical and contradiftory dif-
fu::ﬁtiun of the human mind.

The part we mention, which, to follow the
common definition that is given of it, is that part
on which Man fits, is, of itfelf, extremely de-~
ferving of our efteem. Itis, in the firlt place, a
charaéteriftic part and appendage of Mankind :
it is formed by the expanfion of mufcles which,
as Anatomifts inform us, exift in no other ani-
mal, and are intirely proper to the human
i‘fﬂcies. .

Nor does that part confer upon Man a diftinc-
tion from animals, that is ‘nf an honorific kind
merely, like the faculty of walking in an ere& fi-
tuation, which, as Ovid remarks, enables him to
behold the Sun or the Stars, as he goes forward :

* Caufes célébres, Vol. IV,

T 4
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but, by allowing him to fit, it enables him to cal -
culate the mations, whether real or apparent, of
thofe {fame Stars, to afcertain their revolutions,
and foreknow their periodical returns. It puts
him in a conditien to premote the liberal Arts and
Sciences, Mufic, Painting, Algcbra, Geometry,
&c. not to mention the whole tribe of mechanic
Arts and manufaftures. It even is, by that power
of affiduty (or thcing Jeated) it confers upon Man,
fo uf:ful to the ftudy of the Law, that it has been
looked upon as being no lefs conducive to it than
the hizad itfelf, with which it has, in that refpect,
been exprefsly put upon a par; and itis a com=
mon faying in the Univerfities abroad, that, in
order to {ucceed in that ftudy, a Man muft have
an ron hodd, and leaden pofieriors; to which they
add, a golden purfe, to buy books with :—caput
Jerreum, aurea crumeita, nates plumbea,

Nor docs the part of the human body we men-
tion, cily ferve to make Man a learned and in-
duftrious animal; but it moreover contributes
puch to the beauty of the fpecies, being itfelf ca=
pable of a grear degree of beauty.

Without mentioning the opinion of different
favage Nations on that account, who take great
pains to paint and adorn that part, we fee that the
Grecks, who certainly were a well-cultivated and
polite People, entertained high notions of its
beautifulnels, Thgy even feem to have thought
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that it had the advantage, in that refpe&t, of all
the other parts of the human body; for, though
we do not find that they ever erefted altars to fine
arms, fine legs, fine eyes, or even to a handfome
face, yet, they had done that honour to the part
we mention, and had exprefsly erefted a Temple
to Venus, under the appellation of Venus with
fair pofleriors  ("Agodzn KaaMmuyn) : ‘the above
Temple was built, as fome fay, on occafien of a
quarrel that arofe between two Sifters, who con=
tended which of the two was moft elegantly thap-
ed in the part we mention; a quarrel that hap-
pened to make a great noife. To this we may
add, by the by, that fo little did the Greeks in
general think that the partwe allude to, was unde-
ferving of attention, that they fometimes drew
from it indications of the different tempers of
people ; and they, for inftance, gave the appella-
tion of a Man with white pofleriors (Téyegyes) to a
Man whom they meant to charge with having too
much foftnefs and nicety.

The Latins entertained the fame notions with
the Greeks, as to the beauty of that part, orthofe
parts, on which Man fits. Horace more than
once beftows upan them the appellation of fair
(pulchre) : heeven in one place exprefsly declares
it as his opinion, that, for a Miftrefs to be de-
fective in thofe parts (depygis) is one of the great-
eft blemithes fhe can have,—is a defett equal to
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that of being with a flat noife (#afta) ora long:
foot, and isin fhort capable of {poiling, where 1t
exifts, all other bodily accomplithments.  (Hor.
Sat. 2. Lib. 1)
- Among the Moderns, notions of the fame kind
have prevailed.  Rabelais, a well-known Writer,
places one of his beft ftories to the account of a;
certain Nuon, whom he calls Siffer, or Seeur Feflue;
wlich he would not certainly have done, if he
had not been of opinion that the fize and exack.
thape of thofe parts of the Nun’s body from
which he denominated her, were in the number
of her gredteft perfections.
~In times pofterior to Rabelais, other Writers
among the Irench, have exprefled opinions ex~
altly alike. La Fontaine, if | miftake not, fpeak-
ing m one of his Tales, of a certain Beauty
whofe charms he means to extoll; exclaims,
¢ Breafts, Heaven knows, and a rump fit for a
Canon I
Tetins, Dieu [ait, & croupe de Chanoine!

And the celebrated Poet Roufleau, happening, in
one of his Epigrams, to fpeak of the abovemen-
tioned Temple which the Greeks had erelted to
Venus, declares that it would have been that Tem-
ple of Greece which he would have frequented
with the greateft devotion.

Nay, other perfons have thought, that, befides
* the above advantages, the part we mention was
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moreover capable of dignity, and partaking of
the importance of its owners. This is an opi-
nion which the Poet Scarron (to continue to
draw our examples from French Authors) clearly
exprefled, in a copy-of verfes he wrote to a certain
Lady, whofe Hufband having lately been made a
Duke, fhe had thereby acquired a right to be
feated in the Queen’s Aflembly, or, as they ex-
prefs it, had been given the Tabourct (a ftool.)
“ To 'the no fmall pleafure of all (faid Scarron,
¢ who, we may obferve, had afflumed a right to
fay every thing he pleafed) and of your own
legs, your Backfide, which is without dop?}t
one of the handfomeft Backfides in France,
like a Backfide of 11‘{1p0rtance, has 'at laft, at
the Queen’s, received the Tabonret.”

L.

s

Au grand plaifir de tous & de vitre jﬂrﬁ’!‘
Vitre ki, qui doit étre un des beaux'cds de France,
Comme un o d'importance,

A recu chez la Reine enfin Iz tabouret.
Favourable fentiments of the kind juft mention-
ed, feem alfo to have been entertained by the ce-
lebrated Lord Bolingbroke, whofe diftinguithed
charater as a Statelman, a Politician, and a Phi-
lofopher, render him extremely fit to be quoted
in this place; it was on that part of his Miftrefs’s
body we are alluding to, his Lerdthip, then a
Secretary of State, chofe to write, and to fgn,
one of the moft jmportant difpatches of his Mi--
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niftry, and on v hich the repofe of Europe de-
pended at that time*,

In fine, others have carried their notions flill
farther, and have thought that the part in queftion
was capable, not only of beauty and dignity, but
even of {plendor. Thus, Monf{. Pavillon, a
French Bel Efprit under the reign of Lewis XIV.
who filled the office of King’s General Advocate
at Metz, who was one of the forty Members of
the French Academy, and Nephew to a Bithop,
wrote a copy of verfes that is inferted in the Col-
fection of his #erks, which he intitled, Aetamor-
phofe du Cié d'lIris en Afire. ¢ The Metamor-
¢ phofe of Iris’s Bum, into a Star.” By a Star of
that kind, the Duke of York, afterwards King
James Il, was dazzled, when he became ena-
moured with Mifs Arabella Churchill, 2 Maid of
Honour to the Duchefs, at the time that Lady
had a fall from her horfe, in a party of hunting :
and to his Royal Highnefs being fo dazzled, the
firft advaneement of the great Duke of Marlbo-
rough, then Mr. €hurchill, the Lady’s Brother,
becamme owing ; together with the capital advan-
tages that accrued to this Nation, from his get-
ting afterwards into great employments.

* Mifs Gumley.—She became a few years afterwards,
Countefs of Bath. His Lordfhip, no doubt, boafted of the
&£, as it feems to have made fome noife at the time,
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Yet, on the other hand, we find that that {ame

part, which has been thought by fome to pof-
fefs fo many accomplithments, and has accord-
ingly become the fubje&t of their refpeft and
their admiration, has been made by others, the
ebje& of their fcoffs, and exprefly chofen as a
mark to direét theirinfults to.
- The faéts that have been recited a few pages
before this, might. be produced as confirmations
of this remark. The prevailing vulgar pra&ice, in
cafes of provocation, of threatening, or even
ferving, the part in queftion with kicks, might
alfo be mentioned on this occafien. But it will
be better to obferve in general, that, among all
Nations, the part we are fpeaking of, has been
deemed a moft proper place for beatings, lafhings,
and flappings.

That this notion prevailed among thie Romans,
we are informed by the paffages of Plautus, and
of St. Jerom, that are recited in the fixth Chap-
ter of this Book (p. 94, 95.) The fame practice
was alfo adopted by the Grecks, as may be proved
by the inftance of the Philofopher Percgrinus,
which has been mentioned in the fame Chapter.
And under the reign of the Emperors, when the
two Nations (the Greek and Roman) had; as it
were, coalefced’' into one, the {ame notions con-
cerning the fitnefs of the fame part, to bear ver-
berations and infults, continued to prevail. Of
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this we have a fingular inftance in the manner in
which the ftatue of the Emperor Conftantine was
treated, at the time of the revolt of the Town of
Edeffa : the inhabitants, not fatisfied with pulling
that {tatue down, in order to aggravate the infult
flagellated it on the part we mention. Libanius
the Rbetor informs us of this fa&, in the Ha-
rangue he addrefled to the Emperor Theodofius,
after the great revolt of the City of Antioch ; in
which he mentions the pardon granted by Con-
ftantine for the above indignity, as an argument
to induce the Emperor to  forgive the inhabitants
- of the laft-mentioned City: a requeft, however,
which Libanius was not fo happy as to obtain.
Among the French, notions of the fame kind
likewife prevail. Of this; not to confine our-
felves to particular falts, we may derive proofs
from their language itfelf;; in which the verb that
is derived from the word by which the part here
alluded to, is exprefled, fignifies of itfelf, and
without the addition of any other word, to beat
or verberate it : thus, Mon{. de Voltaire fuppofes
his Princefs Cunegonde to fay to Candide,— Zan-
dis qu’on vous feffoit, mon cher Candide’; by which,
however, that Author does not mean exprefsly to
fay that Candide was flagellated upon the part we
{peak of, by orderof the Inquifition ; he only ufes
the above word to render his ftory more jocular,
T'rom the above French word feffer, has been again
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derived the noun feffade, fignifying a verberation
on the fame part; the fame as the word clague
(or clack, as they pronounce it) which originally
meant a flap ingeneral, but, by a kind of antonoma-
tia (a particular figure of fpeech) is now come ex-
prefly to fignify ‘a flap on the part in queftion.
Among the Italians, the pradtice of verberating
the fame part, alfo obtains, if we are to truft te
proofs likewile derived from their language; and
from the word chiappa, they have made that of
chiappata, the meaning of which is the fame with
that of the French word clague.

If we turn our eyes to remote Nations, we
find they entertain notions of the fame fort.
Among the Turks, a verberation on the part we
ipeak of, is the common punifhent that is in-
fliéted either on the Janiflaries, or Spahis; I de
not remember which of the two. Among the Per-
~ fians, punifhments of the fame kind are alfo efta-
blifhed ; and we find in Chardin, an inftance of 2
Captain of the outward gate of the King’s Serag-
lio, who was ferved with it, f r having fuffered a
ftranger to ftop before that gate, and look through
it. " And the Chinefe allo ufe a like method of
chaftifementy and infli& it, as Travellers inform
us, with a wooden inftrument, fhaped like a large
folid rounded fpoon.

Among the Arabians, the part here aliuded to,
is L kewife confidered as a fit mark for blows and
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flaps. We find an inflance of this, in one of the
Arabian Tales, called The one thoufond and ine
Nights : an original Book, and which contains true
pitures of the manners of that Nation. The ftory
I.mean, which is well worth reminding the reader
of, is that of a certain Cobler, whofe name, if I
miftake not, was Shak-Abik. This' Cobler hav-
ing fallen in love with a beautiful Lady belonging
to fome wealthy Man, or Man of power, of whom
he had had a glance through the window of her
houfe, would afterwards keep for whole hours every
day, ftaring at that window., The Lady, who
propofed to make game of him, one day fent one
of her female flaves to intreduce him to her, and
then gave him to underftand, thatif he could over-
take her, by runhing after her through the apart-
ments of her houfe, he would have the enjoyment
of her favours : he was befides told, that in order
to run more nimbly, he muft ftrip to his thirt. To
all this Shak-Abak agreed; and after a number of
turns, up and down the houfe, he was at laft en-
ticed into a long, dark, and narrow paflage, at the
fartheft extremity of which an open door was to be
perceived; he made to it as faft as he could, and
when he had reached it, rufhed headlong through
it; when, to his no {mall aftenifhment, the door
inftantly fhut upon him, and he found himfelf in
the middle of a public ftreet of Bagdat, which was
chiefly inhabited by fhoemakers. A number of
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thefe latter, ftruck at the fudden and ftrange appear=
ance of the unfortunate Shak-Abak, who, befides
fripping to his fhirt, had fuffered his eye-brows
to be fhaved, laid hold of him, and, as the Arabian
Author relates; foundly lafhed his pofteriors with
their ftraps. !

If we turn again to European Nations, we fhall
meet with farther inftances of the fame kind of
correftion. It was certainly adopted in Denmark,
and even in the Court of that Country, towards
the latter end of the laft Century, as we are in-
formed by Lord Molefworth, in his Aecount of
Denmart. 1t was the cuftom, his Lordfhip fays,
at the end of every huntingzmatch at Court, that,
in order to conclude th: entertainment with as
much feftivity as it had begun, a proclamation was
made,—if any could inform againft any perfon
who had infringed the known laws of hunting,
let him ftand forth and accufe. As foon as the
contravention was afcertained, the culprit was made
to kneel down between the horns of the ftag that
had been hunted ; two of the Gentlemen removed
the fkirts of his coat; when the King, taking a
fmall long wand in his hand, laid a certain num-
ber of blows, which was proportioned to the
greatnefs of the offence, on the culprit’s breech ;
whilft, in the mean time (the Noble Author adds)
the Huntfmen with their brafs horns, and the
dogs with their loud openings, preclaimed ths

U =
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King’s Juftice, and the Criminal’s punifhment =
the {cene affording diverfion to the Queen, and:
the whole Court, who ftoed in a circle about the
place of execcution *, f

Among the Dutch, verberations on the pofte-
riors are equally in ufe; and a ferious flagellation- '
on that part; is the punifhment which is eftablifh-
cd at the Cape of Good Hope, oneof their Colo-
nies, as Kolben informs us in his Defeription of
ity for thofe who are found {moaking tobacco in:
the fireets : a pradtice which has frequently been:
there the caufe of houfes being fet in fire.

In Poland, a lower difeipline is the penance
conftantly inflited upon fornicators, inn Convents,.
previoufly to tying them together by the bond of
matrimony ; or femetimes afterwards.

In England, caftigations of the fame kind, not
to.quote other inftances, are adopted among that
refpeétable part of the Nation, the Seamen, as we:
find in Falconer’s Marine Diétionary; and a:
Cobbing-board is looked upon as a neceflary partof
the rieging of his Majefty’s fhips.

Among the Spaniards, they fo generally confi--
der the part of the human body of which we are
treating here, as the propereft to bear ill ufage
and mortification, that in every place there 1s
commonly {ome good Friar who makes his pof-

# Sce Lord Molefworth's Account ¢f Denmark, 1Vih
Idit. p. 108, 100,
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teriors anfwerable for the fins of the whole Pa-
tith; and who, according as he has been fee’d for
that purpofe, flogs himfelf, or at leaft tells his
Cuftomers he has done fo: hence the common
Spanifh faying, which is mentioned in the Hiftory
of Friar Gerundio de Campazas, Yo foi el culo del
Frayle ,—* I am as badly eff as the Friar’s back=
fide;’ which is faid by perfons who think that they
are made to pay, or fuffer, for advantages they
are not admitted to fhare.

Nor is the above method of {felf-correftion con-
fined to Spanifh Eriars only : it is likewife adopt-
ed by a number of religious Ordets of Men, efta-
blithed in the other Countries of Europe. It is
alfo by correétions directed to the fame part; that
is to fay, by Cornelian difciplines, that numbers
of pious Confeflors, zealous for the purity of the
morals of their female penitents, endeavour to
procure their improvement. Nay, it 1s upon the
fame part we fpeak of, upon that part to which the
Greeks had ereted a Temple, that the whole
tribe of Nuns and female Devotees conftantly
choofe to practice thofe mortifications and lswer
difciplines by which they feek to atone for their
fins; and feveral among them really treat that
part, by which they perhaps have the beft chance
to create themfelves admirers, with wonderful |
{everity.

2
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The above Differtation, which, before I en-
gaged in it, 1 did not think would prove fo long, .
or fo interefting, has till now kept me from de-
livering my opinion concerning thofe flagellations
with which certain holy Men have ferved thofe
Tadies who ventured to make amorous applications
to them : a fatisfaétion which, before I conclude,
I muft give the Reader, as having pledged my
word for it. Now, to fulfill my engagement in
that refpeét, I declare that 1 totally difapprove
fuch flagellations; and 1 am firmly of epinion
that this kind of treatment ought to be ranked
among thofe actions of Saints, which, as hath
been obferved in a former place, are not fit for all
perfons to imitate,

In fa&, we find that feveral Authors, among
thofe who beft knew the world, and were excel-
lent Judges of propriety, who had occafion to de-
{cribe fitnations like thofe in which the above
Saints were placed, have made their perfonages act
in quite a different manner from that in which the
Saints behaved ; and on this occafion we may men-
tion the conduét of Parfon Adams, one of the
Heroes of Fielding, in that celebrated night he
fpent at Lady Booby’s. If, in the firft inftance,
he, as muft be confefled, gave Mus. Slipflop that
remembrance in her guts mentioned by the Au-
thor, it was not til] fhe had herfelf given hum a
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dreadful cuff on his chops ; befides that he did not
know yet her fex, nor what fhe meant. Butwhen
he afterwards found himfelf in the fame bed with
Fanny, which, as he thought, was his own bed,
he thrunk, as it were, and retired to the fartheft
extremity of it, where he lay quiet, and above all
manifefted no thought whatever of flagellating
her; which if he had done, Jofeph would not
certainly have thanked him for it.

Don Quixote, in Cervantes, when the lovely
Maritornes came during the nightto his bed, and
threw herfelf into his arms, had no thought of
employing either whips or ftraps for difmifling the
amorous Fair-one; and certainly if he had ap-
plied to an expedient of this kind, he would have
had no right to complain of the boxes and kicks
with which the Muleteer prefently after belabour-
ed him in the dark. But, like a gallant and ex-
ceedingly well-bred Knight, he excufed himfelf
from the nature of the anterior engagements he
was under, and above all did not forget to pay
proper compliments to the Lady’s beauty and
great perfetions. Indeed, the fpeech which the
Knight addrefled to the fair Maritornes, may be
propefed asa pattern of compliment for occafions
of the kind. ¢ Oh! thou moft lovely tempta-
¢ tion! Oh that] now might but pay a warm ac-
* knowledgment for the mighty blefling which

L5
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¢ your great goodnefs would lavith on me! Yes,
¢ moft beautiful Charmer, I would give an em-
¢ pire to purchafe your more defirable embraces ;
¢ but Fate has put to 1t an invincible obftacle ; I
¢ mean my plighted faith to Dulcinea del Tobo/z,
¢ the fole miftrefs of my wifhes, and abfolute fo-
¢ vereign of my heart. Oh! did not this oppofe
¢ my prefent happinefs, I could never be fo in-
¢ fenfible a Knight as to lofe the benefit of this
¢ extraordinary favour you now condefcend to of-
£ fer e’

Nor ought the Gentleman, afier delivering the
above fpeech, or fome other equally refpeétful, to
ftop there ; it would be moreover extremely pro-
per for him to defire the Lady to do him the ho-
nour to fit upon his bed, and then enter into a
fuller explanation of his condué, and of the na-
ture of thofe prior engagements by which he is fo
fatally tied. |

This done, and the Lady being perfeétly con-
vinced of the propriety of his conduét, he fhould
rife from his bed, and offer to attend her, I do
not {ay to the bottom of the flairs, and fo far as
the ftreet door, for that might be the means of
difcovering the fecret of the affair to other per-
fons and endangering the Lady’s reputation, but
to the remoteft door of his own apartment. I
would moreover have him, in his paffage to that
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«door, keep the Lady’s’'hand tenderly {queezed in
‘his own, and all the while manifeft, by the na-
ture of his geftures and exclamations, the grief
ander which he labours. And laftly, when he
had reached the furtheft place to which he may
dafely condu& her, he ought to take leave of her
by a low and moft refpeétful bow, in order com-
pletely to convince her, that the kindnefs the had
ventured to thew him, has not, in theleaft, low-
«ered her in his efteem.

Such, dear Reader, is the manner in which,
for my own part, I have always alted on thofe de-
licate occafions we are fpeaking of. However, I
do not pretend to ditate to others the manner in
which they ought to behave, nor infift upon any
of the above circumftances in particular. All I
intreat of youw, is, by all means to forbear to ufe
thofe fudden and harth flagellations that were
tecurred to, by St. Edmund, St. Bernardin of
Sienna, and Brother Mathew. Such a treatmment
favours too much of ingratitude: may, to have
recourfe to it, is cruel in the extreme; it is heap-
ang diftrefs upen the diftrefled. Nor are you to
expelt that the Lady will love you the better for
it afterwards, as was the cafe with St. Bernardin
of Sienna: on the contrary, fuch a proceeding
on your part, if it were once known, would ir-
reparably deftroy your reputation with- the whols

U4
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Sex, and you may depend, no propofal or appli-
cation of the like kind would be made to you
ever after. Now, though you may be ever fo
firmly determined to rejeét all propofals like thefe ;
yet, as every Lady will tell you, it is no unpleaf-
fing thing to have them made to you : befides that
you do not know but you may afterwards alter
your refolution,
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£ AP XK,

The fondnefs of people for flagellations, gives
rife to a number of incredible florics on that
SJubjeits

HE fupporters of the practice of flagel-
lation did not confine their endeavours
in recommending it, to fetting the example
of it, like Rodolph of Eugubie, or Dominic
the Cuirafled, or to fupporting it by argu.
ments and voluminous writings, like Cardinal
Damian; but they mixed their accounts with
numbers of ftories of an extravagant kind ;
whether their enthufiafm in favour of the
practice in queftion, induced them to believe
fuch ftories to be true, or they thought that
their very incredibility would be extremely fit
to bring into credit with the vulgar, a doctrine
in favour of which they were themfelves fo
prepofiefied.
Thus, flagellations were given out by fome,
as having the power of refcuing fouls from
Hell iefelf; a thing which even Mafies, though
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conftantly ufed to draw them out of Purga-
tory, were not thought to be able to perform.
As an inftance of the ftories that were circu-
lated on that account, may be produced the
iDllawmg, related by one Vincent, who lived
in the year 1256.

n Ll O L] n [ L] [ ] {41

e om w m M R & BN & B oBon

¢ Archbithop Umbert (fays ‘uncent) re-
cited, that in the Monaftery of St. Sylvef-

.ter, in the duchy of Urbino, in Italy, a

certain Monk died; and the Brothers con-
tinued finging Plalms by his body, from the
firft ‘,uniwg crc:wing of the Cock, till two
o’clock in the morning 3 and as foon as they
began, in the Mafs they celebrated for his
fake, to fing the Apaus Dei, behold! the
dead Man fuddenly rofe. The Brothers,
greatly aftonithed, came near him, to hear
what he had to fay ; when he began to throw
forth abufes and curfes againflt God 3 he fpit
on the Crofs that was offered- him to kifss

he uttered the moft opprobrious expreffions

.again{t the immaculate Mother of God, and

faid, Of what {ervice to me is ycur finging
pfalms, and offering facrifices? 1 have been
in the flames of Hell, wheie my Lord and
Mafter Lucifer placed a brafs crown, glow-
ing with inextinguifhable heat, on my head,
and laid a coat of the fame metal, with
which himfelf was covered, on my fhoul-

7
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ders : this coat was not long enough to
reach down to my heels, but it was {o vio-
lently heated, that drops feemed to fall from
it to the ground. The Brothers having then
continued to exhort him to repent of his
fins, he anathemifed them, and denied, ina
facrilegious manner, all the myfteries of our
Redeemer. The Monks. thereupon prayed
for him heartily, and after ftrippirg off their
clothes, Hagellated themfelves, uttering eve-
ry manner of fupplication in his btha]t
when behold! that defperate Man rtcmffr-::d
the ufe of his reafon ; he comfefled the om-
nipotence of our Saviour; he renounced the
errors of Satan, adored the Crofs, and in-
treated to be admitted to the Sacrament of
Confe(fion and Penitence. Now, the crime
of which he acculed himfelf was that of
having committed fornication, after he had
renounced the world ; a thing which he had
kept fecret to his death. He thus conti-
nued to live, praifing and blefling God, to
the next day, when he again gave up the
gholt.’

Befides ftories of the fame kind with that

above, which were contrived to heighten the
merit of flagellations, the adlmn,rs of that
practice have excogitated others, in order to
terrify thole who declined adopting it, or at-
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tempted to confute it by arguments. As a fpe-
cimen of this, we may quote the report that
was circulated concerning Cardinal Stephen,
which hath been mentioned in a former place
(p. 214) that he had died fuddenly, for hav-
ing defpifed the exercife in queftion.

Another ftory, contrived in the fame view
we fpeak of, is to be found in Thomas de
Chantpré’s Book, in which it is related of a
certain Hugh, a Canon of St. Vi¢tor, that,
having on account of his weak ftate of health,
conftantly forbore, during his life-time, the
ufe of {lagellations, he paid dearly afterwards
for this tender care he had taken of his fkin;
for at his paflage into Purgatory, the whole
tribe of Devils lathed him with fcourges.
¢ Hugh (fays Thomas de Chantpre) was one
 of the Regalar Monks in the Monaftery of
¢St Vidtor, in Paris. He was called the fe-
cond St. Auftin, that is to fay, the fecond
Man in point of learning fince St. Auftin;
but though he deferved much praife in that
refpeét, yet, the fame cannot be faid of his
* conftant refufal to praétife flagellations and
¢ difciplines, for his quotidian mifdeeds, ei-
¢ ther in private, or in the Chapter, in com-
¢ pany with the Brothers: he was, as I have
¢ been informed, of a tender frame of body,
¢ and had, belides, been too much indulged

L iy L | [
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in his childhood. Now, becaufe he took no
pains to overeome by exercife the defect of

his nature, er rather his bad habit, very fa-

tal confequences enfued to him, as I am go-
ing to relate. Being near his death, a bro-
ther Canon, who was his intimate friend,
intreated him to thew himfelf again to him,
after he was dead. I will, fays he, if the
Mafter of life and death confents toit. As
Hugh was making this promife, he died ;
nor was it long before he returned to his
friend, who was flill in expetation of him,
and faid, Here I am; make hafte to afk
what queftion you intend to afk, for I can-
not ftay. The other, who, though he was
exceedingly pleafed, yet was not a little,
frighted, faid, How is it with you, my dear
friend? It is well with me, faid Hugh; but
becaufe I have refufed, while I was alive,
to receive difcipline, there has hardly been a
fingle Devil in the whole infernal empire,
but who gave me a fmart lath, as I was in
my way to Pargatory.’

Others, in order to bring flagellations into

ftill greater credit, have fuppofed that the De-
vils themfelves were fo fenfible of the merit
that was in them, that they would occalionally
practife them upon each other. Thus, St. Al-
len relates that the Holy Virgin Mary having
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refolved to refcue a certain James Hall, an
Ufurer, from the claws of the Demons, thefe
unclean fpirits, a great number of whom were
prefent no fooner faw her make her appeat-
ance, than they took to blafpheming, ﬂatrclu
lated each other, and ran away,

The Devil himfelf has alfo, on certain oc-
cafions, prefcribed Hage]latiﬂns, as an atone-
ment for fins ; which is certainly wonderful
enough, It is related in the Life of St Vir-
cil, that a Man pofefled by the Devil, was
fuftigated with four rods, by the Devil’s pre=
feription, for having (tolen four wax-candles
from the Saint’s altar. €1 am not come (faid
¢ the poflfefled Man) of my own accord ; but
¢ I have been compelled to it: I have carried
¢ off the wax-candles and offerings that were
¢ on the tomb of the Man of God; and if
they ate not {peedily rettirned, my Mafter
will come with feven fpirits worfe than him-
felf, and will for ever contintie in me. How-
ever, when the candles, of which they had
been a long while in fearch, were found
agdin, by the Devil’s affiftance, and brought
back, the Devil directed them to fuftigate
the unhappy Man with as many befoms as
there were candles.’

To thefe inftances of flagellations volunta-
rily pratifed among Devils, we ought not to’
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omit to add one, in which the Devil was
{fmartly flagellated in fpite of his teeth, by a
Saint, and a female Saint too; a faét which
cannot fail to' give the greateft pleafure to the
Reader, who remembers the deplorable aec-'
counts that have been given in a former Chap-
ter, of the wanton flagellations he has himfelf
inflicted upon Saints. The name of the fe-
male Saint who thus gave the Devil his due;
was Cornelia Juliana, as the Reverend Father
Jeluit, Bartholomew Fifen, relates, in his book
on the Ancient Origin of the Feflival of the
body of Chrift. ¢ One day (fays he) the othee
¢ Nuns heard a prodigious noife in the room
¢ of Corneha Juhana, which turned out to be
¢ a ftrife the had with the Devil, whom, after
¢ having laid hold of him, fhe fuftigated ur-
¢ mercifully ; then, having thrown him upon
¢ the ground, fhe trampled him under her
¢ foot, and continued ridiculing him in the
¢ moft bitter manner #*.” The above Reve-
rend Father has negleted to inform us, how
the Devil came to be in Juliana’s room; but
it is moft likely he was come upon his ufual

* Cﬂrﬁeﬂﬁ'_ﬁa’a!&s ingentem aliquands audieriunt
Srepitam ex eus cubiculs, & contentionem Fulianz
adverfus demonem, quem manibus comprelenfum
gémnff poterat ﬁﬁ!r,!aﬂr; in terram deinde pi 5.‘?;'cr!.':m
prdibus obterebat, lacerabat farcafmis, s
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antic errand of flagellating Saints, and meant
to {erve Juliana in the fame manner: fortu-
nately the was upon the watch, and proved
too many for him. As for the dreadful noife
that was to be heard in the Saint’s room, it
was the natural confequence of the hard ftrug-
gle that took place between her and the De-
vil, while they were thus flriving who fheuld
flog the other.

The Saints who inhabit Paradife have alfo
been fuppoled to have occafionally recourfe to
flagellations ; not, to be fure, to inflict them
any longer upon themfelves ; but to chatftife,
at the requeft of their friends, thofe who per-
fecuted them. This misfortune happened to
a certain Servant of the Emperor Nicephorus,
who, not fatisfied with exacting unjuft tributes
from the common people with great rigour,
offered afterwards to ufe Monafleries in the
fame manner. ¢ The Emperor (fays the Au-
¢ thor from whom this fact is extracted) fenc
¢ one of the Grooms of his bed-chamber to
¢ receive the ufual tribute. As he was a Man
« exceedingly eager after money and unlawful
¢ gain, he committed great oppreflions both
¢ on the common citizens, and the inhabi-
¢ tants of the Monafltery of St. Nicon; for
“ the government of cities, and the care of
¢ levying dutics, are ufually intrufled, not to
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the jult and mild, but to bard-hearted and
inhuman perfons. The Monks, who were
poflefled of no money, endeavoured to footh
the above eruel unmerciful Man by their
difcourfes ; but he, thirfly after gold, was
as deaf to their prayers, as the afp to con-
jurations, and made no more account of
their remonitrances, than, to ufe the words
of the Scripture, of #he crackiing of thorns
under @ pot. On the contrary, his wrath
and infolence increafing farther, he caufed
feveral of them to be thrown into ajail, and
prepared to plunder the Monaftery. The
remaining Monks then applied to their Saint
for affiftance, who prefently made them ex-
perience the happy effects of it; for during
the following night, he appeared to the
Groom, with a threatening indignant afpeét,
and lafhed him feverely; then fpeaking to
him, told him, for his words ought to be
recorded, Thou baf? thrown the Heads of the
Mouaftery into chains s if thou doft not releafe
them inflantly, thy death fball be the con-

Sfequence.
The Virgin Mary herfelf, has alfo been

faid ro have applied to correétions of the fame
kind as thofe here alluded to, in order to
avenge the injuftices dane to thofe whom fhe
protected ; and fhe, forinftance, caufed a cer-

X
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tain Bifhop to be flagellated in her prefence,
who had taken his prebend from a Canon,
who was indeed, but an indifferent perfon to
fill his office, but who paid much devotion to
her, and with his eyes caft down, fung every
day before her Altar certain words contained
in the Angelic falutation. The illuftrious Car-
dinal Damian informs us of this fa&, in his
Opufe. xxxiil, Cap. iii. which is entitled, The
blefled Virgin direCls that bis preberd fhould be
returned to e Clergyman who ufed to pay devo-
tion to ber. © The fame Stephanus (fays Car-

L) L] L] L .Y Py - - bl o,y - "~ = - L - - "

dinal Damian) related to me another faét of
much the fame kind. I remember, he faid,
that there was a certain Clergyman, who
was a dunce, an idle man, a dullard; to
this add that he was endowed with no reli-
gious gift, and poffefled no canonical gra.
vity. Yet, amidlt the dead afhes of his
ufelefs life, fome fmall particles of pious
fire continued to fubfift, fo that he would
every day approach the altar of the holy
Mother, and, inclining his head with reve-
rence, {ing the following both angelic and
evangelic line, Hail, Mary, full of grace, the
Lord is with thee; bleffed art thew among
Women. 'The new Bifhop, however, whe
foon difcovered theé incapacity of the Man,
thought it wrong that an ufeful office fhould
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be left to an ufelefs perfon, and he took from
him the prebend he had obtained from the
preceding Bifhop. But as the Canon was
thereby reduced to great poverty, havinyg
no other means of [upporting himfclf, the
blefled Virgin interfered in his behalf. Dur-
ing the dead of night the appeared to the
Bithop, preceded by a Man who carried a
difcipline in one of his hands, and a burn-
ing torch in the other, and ordered him to
chaftife the Bifhop by fome lafhes of it;
then addrefling this latter,—Why, faid fhe,
did you take from a Man who ufed to pay

¢ daily homages to me, a clerical advantace
3 =]
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it was not you who had conferred on him ?
The Bifhop, filled with terror, and foon
awaking from his fleep, prefently returned
the prebend to the Clergyman, and after-
wards greatly honoured asa Man whom Ged
loved, a perfon who, he thought, was un-
known to him.’
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C #H:aP. XX

A remarkable inflance of a flagellation perform-
ed in Lonour of the Virgin Mary.

O well eftablithed was the opinion that

Saints, and efpecially the Virgin Mary,
were to be appealed by flagellations, and fuch
was, In general, the fondnefs of people dur-~
ing a certain period of time, for that pious
modge of correflion, that a Francifcan Monk
who wore a hood, and was girt with a cord,
did not fcruple, under the PontiScate of Six-
tus IV, to expofe to the open day, in the pub-
lic market-place, the bare rump of a Pro-
feffor in Divinity, and lathed him with his
hand, in fight of a croud of aftonifhed fpec-
tators, becaufe he had preached againft the
immaculate coneeption of the bleffed Virgin,
The fat is related in a Sermon written by
Bernardinus de Buaj/tis, which, tcgether with
his whole Work in honour of the Virgin
(Opus Mariale) he dedicated to Pope Alexan-
der VI, and feems therefore to be a fact well
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enough authenticated : the following is the

manner in which Bernardinus oives the ac-
Lgount.
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¢ He laid hold of him, and threw him up-
on his kneesy for he was very ftrong. Hav-

ing then taken up his gown; becaufe this
Minifter had fpoken .ag'unﬁ the holy Taber-
nacle of God, he began rto lath him with
the palm of his hand upon his huge breech,
(the Auchor’s expreflion is, upon his fguare
tabernacles) which was bare; for he wore
neither drawers nor breeches: and becaufe
he had artempted to flander the bleffed Vir-
oin, by quoting perhaps Ariftotle in the
book of Priors, this Preacher confuted him
by reading in the book of his Pofteriors;
which greatly diverted the Byftanders. Then
a certain female Devotee exclaimed, faying,
Mr. Preacher, give him four more flaps for
my fake: another prefently after faid, Give
him alfo four more for me; and fo did a
number of others: fo that if he had. at-
tempted to grant all their requefts, he would
have had nothing elle to do tor the whole
day #.

FEDENGCHS I i, relolitiur fi E?’EHI "':.’.liﬂﬂ'
* Apprebend Tuit ;

erat enim valde fortis. Elevatis itaque pamu_r quia
ille Minifh.r contra Sfanétum Dei tabernaculum locutus

X 3
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Nay, fo proper did Bernardinus de Buflis
think the above correction to have been, fo
well calculated did he judge it, to appeafe the
holy Virgin’s wrath, that he did net fcruple
to declare, in the fequel of his Sermon, that
the Monk who inflicted it, had pofiibly been
actuated by an infpiration from the Virgin her-
felf. ¢ Perhaps (fays he) was it the Virgin
¢ herfelf, who induced bim fo to do, moreover
¢ granting him an exemption from the cen-
¢ fures incurred, according to the Laws of the
¢ Church, by thefe who {trike an Ecclefiaftic,
¢ and relaxing the rigour of thefe laws in his
¢ favour #; : |

Sucrat, capit cum palmis periutere fuper guadrata ta-
bernacula, que erant nuda, won énim habebat femos
ra'ia vel antiphonam ; & quia ipfe infamare voluerat
beatam Virginwem, allegando forfitan Ariflotelem in
Libro Pricrum, ifle P edicator illum confutavit le-
genda e libvo crus Pofleriorum = de boc autem omnes
qui aderant, gawdcb.nt. Tuic exclamavit quedam
devota mulier, dicens, Domine Praedicator, detis e:
clas quatuor palmatas pro me; & alia pofimodum
dixit, detis et ctiam quatwor ; freque multe alie roga-
bant; ita qued fi illarum petitionibus fatisfacere wo-
kiiffet, per totum dicm alind facere non potuiffet,—
In Opere Marialy, Serm. wiii., de Conceptione
Beatz Virginis, cire, fin,

* There prevails, as may have been perceived,
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a kind of competition between the Abbé Boileau
and me, who fhall find out the beft ftory, which
is extremely for the benefit of the Reader. How-
ever, the ftory above quoted from Bernardinus de
Buyiis, with which we are fupplied by the Abbé’s
book, is fo good in itlelf, fo full of Attic falt, fo
well in the true Monkifh ftyle, that I defpair of
producing any thing that can match it. T will
try, therefore, to make up in number what I may
want in point of intrinfic merit; and, inftead of
one ftory, I will relate two; which, that I may
keep as near to my model as may be (for here it
infpires me with uncommon emulation) will both
have Friars for their objeét, and be of the fame
turn with the above.

The firft 1s containéd in the book of the Aps-
logie pour Herodote, the Author of which fays he
heard it from a Gentlewoman of Lorrain, who
had been an eye-witnefs to it. A Monk, one
day, preached in a Country Church, upon the
fubjeét of Hell. He took much pains to infpire
his Congregation with a great averfion for the
place, and made as frightful a defcription of it as
he could; but now and then, pretending that
proper expreflions failed him, he ftopped fudden-
ly, and then exclaimed,—In fhort, Hell is as hor-
rid as the breech of the Bell-ringer of the Parifh;
which faying, he uncovered the pofteriors of the
latter, who had placed himfelf there for that pur-

X 4
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pofe, and had agreed with the Friar to att that
farce with him.

The fecond ftory I propofe to relate, which I
do not remember where 1 have rcad, perhaps in
the fame book above quoted, 1s that of another
jolly Predicant Friar, who laid a wager he would
make one half of his Congregation lauch, and
the other cry. As for making his hearers cry, it
was what he had often fucceeded in doing, being
a very good preacher. On the appointed day, he
accordingly came to Church, provided with an
excellent Sermon, with that, of his ftock, which
he knew was moft likely to produce the defired ef-
fe€t, and he prefently after began reciting it ; for
they never read their Sermons. But, before 1
proceed farther, I muftinform the Reader that the
pulpit in which he preached, ftood in the middle
of the Church; and, befides leaving the door be-
hind him open, he had found means to adjuft his
gown and breeches in fuch a manner, that he might
let the latter fall down whenever he pleafed. When
he had gone through the greater part of his preach-
ing, and his hearers were very near 'bf:ing in
‘the neceflary difpofition to make him win one
half of the wager, he, on a fudden, let his
breeches drop upon his heels, and exhibited, to
ufe the expreflion of Bernardinus de Buffis, his
fquare tabernacles to the full view of that part of
the Congregation who were feated behind the pul-
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pit.  With refpe& to him, however, pretending
to perceive nothing of the matter, and to be
wholly taken up with his Sermon, he went on
with it as before : and as he had now reached the
latter part of it, confequently that which contain=
ed his moft interefting defcriptions as well as
ftrongeft argnments, he exerted fo much elo-
quence in it, and fuch a power of declamation,
that that part of the Congregation who were
placed in front of the pulpit, were really melting
in tears, while thofe whe fat behind, minding
defs what they heard than what they faw, were in
a fituation of mind quite different; and it is need-
lefs to fay that the Friar won the wager.

To the above ftories a number of others of the
fame kind n{ight be added; which, though it
might be a hard matter to vouch for their truth,
yet are related by different Authors in a very feri-
hus'malmf:r, and fuch as fhews that they hoped
their accounts would be believed. Thus, the
Author of the Apologie pour Hirsdote, {ays he had
heard the ftory he mentions, from a perfon who
had been an eye-witnefs to it.  And Bernardinus
de Buffis, not only pretends he greatly approves
the fat he rclates, which he reprefents as hav=-
ing been peculiarly agreeable to the Virgin, but
has moreover inferted it in a Sermon which he

publithed, and dedicated to a Pope.
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From the above ftories, as well as from many
others related in the fame manner, we are there-
fore at leaft to conclude, that they bear great re-
femblance to a number of faéts which commonly
happened in the times of the Authors who relate
them ; and we may thence admire the fingular li-
cence of manners which prevailed among Monks
and the Clergy in general, during a certain period
of time : a licence which we find to bhave efpeci-
ally obtained when, being the dominant, or ra-
ther the fole Chriftian Church that exilted, they
were without rivals or competitors; and it may
really be faid, that the event of the Reformation
proved, in feveral refpects, asmuch a reformation
for them, as for thofe who exprefsly adopted i,
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Another Story of a female Saint appeafed by a
fagellation,

ND not only the Virgin Mary, but
other female Saints, inhabitants of Pa-
radife, have alfo been thought to be extreme-
ly well difpofed to be appeafed, when they had
received offence, by flagellatory corrections.
The following Story is to be found in the
Book intitled, Itinerarium Cambriz, wrote by
Sylvefter Geraldus, a native of the Country of
Woales, who wrote about the year 1188.
¢ In the Narthern borders of England, and
on the other fide of the river Humber, in
the Parith of Hooéden, lived the ReGor of
that Church, with his Concubine. This
Concubine, one day fat rather imprudent-
ly, on the tomb of St, Ofanna, fifter to
King Ofred, which was made of wood,
and raifed above the ground in the fhape of
a feat, When fhe attempted to rife from
the place, her pofteriors ftuck to the wood
in fuch a manner, that fhe never could be
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parted from it, till, in the prefence of the
people who ran to fee her, fhe had fuffered
her clothes to be torn from her, and had
¢ received a fevere difcipline on her naked
body, and that, to a great effufion of blood,
¢ and with many tears and devout fupplica-
¢ tions on her part: which done, and after
fhe had engaged to fubmit to farther peni-
¢ tence, fhe was divinely releafed #.’
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This opinion of Catholic Divines concerning
the great power of flagellations te appeale the
wrath of female Saints, and the content which
they have fuppofed the latter to receive from {uch
ceremonies, after the example of the antient God-
deflcs, might furnifh a new fubjet of comparifon
between the Catholic Religion, and that of the
ancient Heathens; and if Dr. Middleton had
thought of it, he might have added a new article
on that head, to his Letter from Rome. '

In fa&t, the Reader may remember the account
that has been given in the fifth Chapter of this
Book, of the fingular ceremonies that were exhi-
bited at Lacedzmon, before the altar of Diana,
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(S¢e p. 71, &c.)- The fame was done fome-
fimes before the altar of Juno. Rites of much
fhe {ame flagellatory kind were praétifed in the
Temple of the Goddefs of Syria. And fimilar
ceremonies allo ufed to be performed in honour
of the great Goddefs, in Egypt. (See p. 765 77.)

So prevalent was beconie the opinion that God-
defles delighted in feeing fuch corre&ions infli¢ted
before their altars, that feveral of them, among
whom was Venus herfelf, were  fuppofed: to be
fupplied with fthe neceffary implements fo inflict
them with their own hands, occafionally (p. 55).
Nay, the Mufes themfelves had been provided
with inftruments of the fame kind : Lucian, in
his Letter or Addrefs ‘¢ to an ignorant Man who
was taking much pains in collefting a Library,”
{ays to him, that the Mufcs will drive him from
Parnaflus, with their whips of myrtle.  And Bel-
fona, the Goddefs of war, has alfo bzen armed
by Virgil, in the 8th Book of his Aineid, with
an enormous whip.

:_{’)_'fwm eum fanguines fequitur Bellona flagells.

T hele notions of the Ancients, concerning the
inclination they attributed to Goddefles, for cor-
retions of the kind here alluded to, may be ex-
plained m different ways.

In the firft place, they perhaps thoucht it was
owing to the greater irafcibility of temper of the
Sex, which prompts them to give effeftual marks
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of their refentment, when they have good reafont
to think that no refiftance will be attempted. In
the fecond place, they poflibly afcribed that incli«
nation they fuppofed in the female Sex, to their
love of juftice ;" which is certainly a very lauda-
ble difpofition. And, thirdly, they perhaps alfo
confidered that propenfity of Women, to ule in-
firuments which were, in thofe times, deemed to
be charateriftic emblems of power, as the effect
of that love of dominion with which the Sex has
at all times been charged, and the confequence of
fome ambitious Wwifh they fuppofed in them, of
having the uncontrouled fway of the terrible
fagellum,

However, if I am allowed to deliver my opi-
nion concerning the above inclination of the fair
Sex, about which the Antients feem to have en-
tertained fo great a prepofleflion, I will fay that [
think it owing to the fecond of the caufes above-
mentioned, thatis to fay, to their laudable love of
juftice, and at the fame time, to the peculiar nature
~ of the Sex, which makes them feel a great re-
lutance in ufing any inftruments, either of a
cruel, or an unwieldly and ungraceful kind, for in-
ftance fire-arms or javelins, fwords or clubs, but
prompts them to employ, when they mean to give
effc€tual tokens of their refentment, inftruments
fuitable to the mercifulnefls of their tempers, and
the elegance of their manners.

3
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Of this love of juftice inherent in Women, a
fingular inftance occurs in the Greek Hiftory. I
mean to {peak of the flagellations which Ladies,
in Lacedemon, who had reached a certain age
" without finding hufbands, ufed to beftow, before
the altar of Juno, upon fuch Men as continued
paft a certain time of life, to live in an unmarried
ftate. Thefe flagellations the unmarried Lacedz-
monian Ladies (no doubt through the long ufe
they had made of them) had at laft converted inte
an exprefs right; and the ceremony was perform-
ed every year, during a certain folemnity efta-
blithed for that purpofe. Whether they flagel-
lated all the .unmarried Men without exception,
who came within the words of the regulation on
that fubjeét, Hiftorians have neglefted to inform
us : perhaps they ferved in that manner only a cer-
tain number, in order to fhew the right they had
of flagellating all the reft. L

Nor have Women of modern times lefs diftin-
suithed themfelves than the Greek Ladies, by
their love of juftice, or paid lefs regard to elegance
in their choice of the means they have employed
to avenge the infults they may have received.

In faé, we have feen in the prefent Chapter,
that the perfons who have raifed the fabric of the
Catholick Church, or rather Creed, perfons who
certainly were good obfervers of the manners
of Mankind, have given the fame inclination
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and the famc attributes, to their female inha-
bitants of Paradife, as the Ancients had givers
to ' their Goddefles.  And econclufions to the
fame effe€t miay be derived from the works of
#magination of a number of refpe&able mo-
dern Authors, who have all given to the La-
dies of whom they had oceafion: to fpeak, the
fame elegant difpofitions we mention, ‘and made
them acty when offended, upon the fame princi,-
ples as the Ladies in Lacedemon : thefe works I
do not fcruple to mention as weiglty autherities ;
for though they may be, as I faid, works in ap-~
pearance of ‘imagination merely, yet it is welk
known that fuch great Authors, when they relate
any ftories, always allude to certain falks of which
they have either been eye-witnefles, or received
affured mformation. . ;
~ And to quote one or two on the fubjc&, we
find that the celebrated La Fontaine, in one of
his Tales whiclt he has entitled ke Pair of Spec-
tacles, makes eertain Nuns, who, as they thought,
had had a great affront put upon their Monaftery,
have immediate recourfe to the elegant method of
revenge here alluded to. The flory is as follows.
Several Nuns, i a certain Convent, were
found to be in a fitnation which, though pretty
natural for Women to be in, yet was not quite
fo with Women who were f{uppofed to have
conftantly lived incloled in the fame walls with.

5
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cther Women, and made the Abbefs judiciouily
conclude that fome male Nun was harboured
among them, or, as it was cxprefled, that {ome
wolf lay hidden among the fheep: a fufpicion
which, by the by, was well grounded; for a
young Man, who had as yet no beard, had found
means to introduce himfelf into the Convent,
where he lived, dreffed like the Sifters, and was
reckoned one among them. In order both to af-
certain {uch fufpicion, and difcover {fo dangerous
a perfon, all the Nuns were ordered into one
room, and there made to ftrip themfelves ftark
naked ; when the Abbefs, with her fpeétacles on
her nofe (whence the Tale has received its name)
infpefted them all, one after another, careful-
ly. To relate how the young Man, notwithiftand-
ing the ingenious precautions he had taken, caine
to be found out, and how the Abbefs’s fpetacles
were thrown from her nofe and broken, is fo-
reign to our fubjeét: let it here fuffice to fay that
the young Man was really found out; and that
the Nuns, except thofe who had been concerned
with him, who were previoufly locked up'in a fafe
place,—that the Nuns, I fay, laid held of him,
led him into a wood that ftood clofe to-their Con-
vent, and there tied him to a tree, naked as he
" was, in order to make him atone for his audaci-
oufnefs bya {mart flagellation. Having forgotten
2o fupply themfelves with the necelary inflrue
X
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ments of correftion, they ran back to the Con-
vent to fetch them, and whether from the miflay-
ing of a key, or fome other accident, were de-
tained a little time. In the mean time a Miller,
riding upon his Afs, went thmuglll the wood ;
‘and feeing the young Man in the abovementioned
plight, ftopped, and afked him the reafon of it:
to which the latter made anfwer, that it was thofe
wicked Nuns who had put him in that fituatiomn,
becaufe he would not gratify their wanton requefls;
that he had rather die than be guilty of fuch
thing. The Miller then caft upon him a look of
the utmoft contempt . . . . but it will be better to
refer the Reader to the abovementioned Author
himfelf, for the inimitable Dialogue that paffed
between the young Man and the Miller : here 1t
will be enough to fay, that this latter propofed to
the other to put himfelf in his Plﬂgﬂ, and war-
ranted him he would behave in quite a different
manner, and much more to the fatisfaction of the
Nuns than he had done. The young Man had
no need of much encouragement to accept the
propofal : after the Miller had releafed him, and
ftripped hintclf, he tied him faft to the fame tree,
and had juft time enough to fteal away, and hide
himfelf behind fome neighbouring bufh, when
the Nuns rufhed again out of the fame door at
which they had got in, armed with all the difci-
plines and befoms they had been able to find in

7
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the Convent. They immediately marched up to
the perfon who was tied to the tree, and without
minding the broad fhoulders and brawny limbs
which were now offered to their view, began to
-ufe their difciplines with great agility. In vain
-did the Miller expoftulate with them on their ufing
‘himfo ill: in vain did he remonftrate that he was
not the Man whom they tock him to be; that he
~was | not that beardlefs firippling, that milk-fop
fimpleton, with whom they had formerly had to
do, that woman-hater who had given them fo juft
a caufe of diffatisfaction ; that they ought to try
him before they entertained fo bad an opinion of
him :—in vain did he even at laft, in the extre-
mity of pain, apply to the utmoft powers of his
native language, to convey to.them, the cleareft
ideas he could, both to thofe withes he {uppofed
in them, and of his great abilities to gratify
them : the more loudly and clearly he fpoke, the
niore uamercifully they laid on, and only left him
-when they had worn.out their difciplines. |

Cervantes likewife, whofe authority is equal to
that of any Author, and who has morcover
thrown a great light upon the fubjeét of flagella-
tions, has introduced a falt which greatly ferves
to confirm the obfervations we are difcufling here.
I mean to {peak of what happenéd in that memo-
- rable night‘in which the Sznora Rodriguez paid a
-ifit to the valorous Don Quixzote, in his bed.
| Xz
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That Gentlewoman having, #i the courfe of the
converfation fhe had with the Knight, dropped
feveral refle@ions of a very bad kind on the
Duchefs and the fair Altifidora, who were at that
very inftant liftening at the door, thefe two La-
dies, though juftly and greatly offendsd at the li-
berty that was thus taken with their ¢haraéter, ve-
¢urred to no expedient of a coarfe and rough kind
to avenge the infult; but they immediately ap-
plied to the fummary, yet fmart,—genteel, yet
effeCtual, mode of correétion here alluded te,
namely, a flagellation. And here the Author we
mention has taken an opportumnity of giving a fin-
gular inftance of the readinefs of wit of tie fair
Sex, and of the quicknefs with which they ufu-
ally extricate themfelves out of thie feemingly mofk
perplexing difficulties. The Duchefs and Altifi-
dora were entirely deftitute of the neceflary inftru~
ments to inflict the chaftifement they had refolved
upon ; but they had the great prefence of mind to
think of ufing their flippers for that purpefe:
they prefently pulled them off their feet; bounced
‘the door open; ran to the Senora Redrigues; in
the twinkling of an eye made her ready for fla~
gellation, and immediately began to exert their
new weapons with great dexterity. "Fhence, filk
in the dark, they pafled to the aftonithed Knight,
who lay fnug in his bed, and who, by his Liften-
'ing to the ftories of the Senera, and alfe by his
i
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gueftions, had encouraged her to proceed in her

refleCtions (2 thimg which he might full as well -
have aveided deing) and beftowed upon him a few

of thefe favours they had fo plentifully heaped

upon the sbove Gentlewoman.

Atthis place mightalfo be mentioned, as being
extremely well in pont to the fubjeft we are treat-
ing, the kind of fatisfattion required by Dulci-
niea, from Sancko, and that which the Lady in-
troduced by Butler, prefcribed to the renowned
Hudibras, while he was in the ftocks ; though, I
confefs, it might be faid that the corretions here
alluded to, were only advifed, not inflifted, by
the zbove Ladies. But it will fuffice to mention,
#s a conclufion of thefe quotations from great
Authors, the manner in which Lazarillo de Tors
mes, the notorious Spanifh Cheat, was ferved by
his four Wives. Having found out the place of.
his abode, they immediately agreed among them-.
felves to ferve him with the elegant kind of chaf-
tifement here mentioned ; and having zll together
{urprized kim one morning, while he was afleep,
they tied him faft to his bed, and ferved upon him
one of the moft dreadful flagellations that ever
were inflitted, fince the ufe of them has been
centrived, as we are told in the Hiftory of the
Life of the faid Lazarillo; a Boeok which is ftill
in repute in Spain, it being written with humour,
2ad containing true piftures of e manners of

Y3
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that Country, and being even, as fome fay, found-
ed on real fadts. .

Nor are true and well-authenticated inftances
wanting, to confirm the fame obfervations.
None, however, can be mentioned, that fets
in a ftronger light the love of juftice inherent in
the female Sex, and their conflant attention to
make choice of expedients of an elegant kind ta
exprefs their refentment, than the cuftom  that
prevails in France and Italy, and perhaps in other
Countries, according to which, Ladies ufe to fla-
gellate their acquaintances, while they are yet in
bed, on the morning of the day of the feftival of
the Innocents ; whence this flagellatory cuftom is
called *¢ giving the lnnocents’ (dax gl Innocent:):
the word J/anocent, we may obferve, has, in both
the Italian and French languages, befides the Eng-
lith fignification of it, that of fool, or fimpleton ;.
hence the words, the Day of the Innocents, feem
alfo to fignify in thofe two languages, the Fools
day, or the day of the Unwary. il

Nay, fo well eftablifhed 1s the cuftom we men-
tion, that Women, in thofe parts, lock upon that
day, as a day of general juflice and retribution,
or an Aflize or Seflions day, to which they refer -
taking fatisfaction for the {light offences they may
receive in the courfe of the year, efpecially from
their male friends. They even will {fometimes,
when the latter hefitate too much in granting,
their requefts, or mifbc:i&avq in any manner,
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hint to them the fatal confequences that may en-
fue from fuch a conduét, and plainly intimate to
them, that a certain day in the vear is to come
on which every thing is to be atoned for. .
- When this important day is arrived, thofe La-
dies who have agreed to join together in the fame
party, or (to continue the comparifon drawn from
the law that has been above emploved) who have
agreed to go tﬂgﬁthti‘ upon the circuit, repair ear-
ly 1n the morning to the appointed place of ren-
dezvous, for inftance the apartment of one of
them, fufficiently provided with difciplines from
their refpedtive kitchens; and after laying the
plan of their operations, they fally out, to take
a round to the apartments of their different ac-
guaintances.

The prudent and cautious, on {uch an impor-,
tant day, take great care to fecure well the bolts
and locks of their doors; or rather, fearing that
fleep thould overcome them, and knowing how
fatal neglet might prove, they take that pre-
caution on the evening before, when going to bed,
and as an additional focurity, they heap all the
chairs and tables againdt the door. Others, who
are of a bold and daring' {pirit, on the contrary
affet on that day, to leave the doors of their
rooms wide open, and ftay in bed. refolved to
wait the event, and undauntedlv to face the {torm.
However, as fuch an affefation of bravery {eems
to indicate that fome prefent trick, or at leaft fome

Y 4
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future retaliation of fome kind or other is intended,
the Ladies commonly keep clear from a place they
judge fo ominous; unlels there happens to be
one among them of an uncommonly courage-
ous turn of mind, who places herfelf in the van,
encourages the whole party; and they all toge-
ther rufh into the room and fall upon the adven-
turous Hero, who is then made to pay dearly fer
his temerity. When this does not happen to be
the cafe, and at the fame time they find the doors
of all thofe perfons whom they had exprefsly
marked out for chaftifement, to be proof againft
cither a coup-de-main or a regular fizge, as they
muft not part without fome effeétual bufinefs has
been tranfacted, thecloud commonly breaks upon
fome unfortunate Simpleton, who has left his door
open for no other reafon than becaufe he had for-
got what day of the month it was; they lay faft
hold of him, and feldom leave him before their
difciplines are worn out to the ftumps. The flory
is foon circulated in whifpers in the neighbour-
hood ; and if any perfon who has not yet heard
of it, obferves that the Gentleman appears that
day uncommonly grave and fulky, his wonder
prefently ceafes, when he is told that, on the
morning, they have given him the Junocents,

The cuftom we mention, feems to be of pretty
ancient date ; it is alluded to in that old Eook for-
gerly quoted, fTi’f Tales of the Queen ef Neo
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warve. A Man, an Upholfterer by trade, asitis
faid in one of thefe Tales (for Men will fomes
times avail themielves of the praftice in queftion
when it may ferve their turn) a Man was in love
with his fervant Maid; and as ke did not know
how to find ain opportunity to efcape the vigilance
of his Wife, and be alone with her, he pres
tended, in a converfation he brought about om
the fubjeé, on the eve of [nnocent’s day, to find
much fanlt with the Maid ; complained that fhe
was a lazy Wench, and fo on; and added, that,
in order to teach her better, he propofed, on the
next morning, to give her the funocents. The
Wife greatly applauded his refolution: at break
at day, he accordingly rofe from his bed, took
up a difcipline of fuch a monftrous fize, that his
Wife’s heart aked to think what correfion the
Maid was about to undergo, and ran up ftairs
with a difpofition of feemingly very great feverity :
however, 1 am happy to inform the Reader, that,
after he had bounced the door open, and at firf}
frighted the Maid very much, every thing wag
concluded in an amicable manner,

If from Ladies of a middling ftation in lifs,
and in the clafs of Upholfterers, we turn our eyes
towards Ladies of rank, and Court Ladies, we
fhall meet with inftances no lefs inftruftive and
interefting.
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.- We may, in the firft place, mention the cafe of.
the.Poet Clopinel, which has been alluded to ina
former Chapter. - This Poet, who was alfo called
Fobn of Mebun (a {mall Town on the river Loire)
Kved about the year 1300, under the reign of
Philip the Fair, King of I'rance, at whofe Court
fre was well received.  He wrote {everal Books,
gnd among others tranflated into French the I.et-
ters of. Abelard to Heloifa: but that of his works
which gave him moft reputation, was his conclu-
fion of the celebrated Roman de la Rofe; a Poem
of much the fame turn with Ovid’s 4rt of Love,
which had been begun by William de Lorris, and
met with prodigious fuccefs in thofe times, and
was afterwards imitated by Chaucer. However,
Clopinel gave great offence to the whole Sex, by
four lines he bad inferted in that Poem, the
meaning of which is as follows :—All of you are,
“ will Be, or were, cither in deed, or intention,
¢ wh-res; and whoever would well fearch inte
¢ your condu&t, wh-res would find you all
“ to be;” |
Toutes étes, ferez, ou futes
D¢ fait ou de volonté, putes ;
Et qu: bien wous chercheroit
Tautes putes vous trouver oit,
The meaning of thefe verfes, if we take from
them the coarfenefs of the expreflions, which did
not perhaps found fo harfh mn thofe times as they
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would in our days, did not at bottom differ from -
the well-known line ef Pope,
¢ — Every Woman is at hedrt a Rake.”

Yet we do not hear that this Poet fuffered any
flagellation on that account, from the Court La-
dies, or any other Ladies; whether it was that he
prudently took care, after writing the above line,
to keep for fome time out of the way, or thatthe
Ladies felt no refentment at the accnfation. With
refpe@ to Clopinel, however, the cafe proved
atherwife : and whether his expreflions really had,
notwithftanding what has been above fuggefted,,
much the fame coarfe meaning as now, or Ladies
had, in thofe days, a nicer {fenfibility to any thing
that might touch their honour, the Ladies at
Court were much offended at the harfh charge that»
"was thus brought againft the whole Sex without
diftin&ion : they refolved to make the infolent
Poet properly feel the effe@s of their refentment:
and as they were at the fame time firmly determin-
ed, efpecially being Court Ladies, not to ufe any
expedient but of an elegant and refined kind; they
refolved upon a flagellation. 'One day, accord-
ingly, as Clopinel was coming to Court, entirely
ignorant of the fate that awaited him, the Ladies,
who had previoufly {upplied themfelves with por-
per inftruments, laid hold of him, and immedi-
ately proceeded to make him ready for correftion. :
No poffible affiftance could refcue Clopinel from.
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Jbavmg that chaftifement ferved upon him which
he {o juftly deferved, except his wit; which hap-
pily did not fail him in fo imminent a danger,
and {uggefted to him te afk lcave to fpeak a few
words. The favour was granted him, with ex-
prefs injun&tion, however, to make his ftory
thort: when, after acknowledging the juftice of
she fentence that had been paffed upon him, he
requefted it, as an aét of mercy, that that Lady
who thought herfelf moft affronted by his lines,
jhould give the firft blow: this requeft ftruck
the Ladies with fo much furprife (owing no doubt
to the fear every one of them immediately con-
ceived, of giving an advantage againft her{elf for
which fhe might afterwards repent) that, to ufe
the expreffion of the Author of Moreri’s Dition-
ary, from which this fa&t is extratted, the rods
fell from their hands, and Clopinel efcaped un-
punifhed.

Court Ladies of more modern times, have
given fimilar inftances of refinement and elegance
in their method of revenging the affronts they
had received. On this occafion the Reader may
be reminded of the cafe of the Marchionefs of
Trefnel, which has been related at length in a
former place. Another inftance of the juftice of
Ladies, ftill more interefting by far, occurred at
the Court of Ruffia about the year 1740. The

abjett of the Ladies refentment, was a Fop of
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" quality, lately returned from his Travels ; ner
will the Reader queftion the propricty of the fla-
gellation that was ferved upon him, when he fhall

-be informed that this prefumptuous Spark had
been guilty of nolefs an offence than having pub-
Licly boafted of having received favours which had
never been {liewn him. The fall is related in 2
Book - intitled, ZLetters from! Ruflia, which was
publithed by a Lady whofe hnfband refided at that
Court in a pubhc capacity, between the years
1730 and 1740: the book is written in 2 pleafing
ftyle, and contains a deal of interefting informa-
tion concerning the Ruffian Court at that time,
The Author, it is faid, lived a few years ago at
Windfor : her Letters fronm Ruflia were addrefled
to a female friend in England. j

In the eleventh letter, the following account is
contzined. ¢ I long to tell you a ftery; butycur
¢ prudery (I beg pardon, your prudence} fright-
* ens me : however, I cannot refit; fo pop your
¢ fan before your face, for I am going to begin.
¢ We have here a young fellow of fathion, whe
¢ has made the tour of France, &ec¢. &c. At his
¢ return he fell in company with three or four
¢ pretty Women at a friend's houfe, where he
* {fung, danced, laughed, was very free with the
¢ Ladies, and bchaved quite a-la-mods de Paris.
¢ As he had given the gazing audience a fpecimen
€ of his airs, fo he did nat fail afterwards to beag
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¢ of the fondrefs of the Ladies for him, and of
¢ the proofs they had given him of it. This he
repeated in - dll companies; till it reached the
ears of the hufbands, who looked glum in fi-
lerice ; and at laft, in plain terms, exprefled the
caufe of their ill-humour.? To abridge the ac-
ceunt, it will fufiice to fay that the Ladies refolved
to punifth the vain-boafting fop as he deferved: a
letter was written to ‘him by one of them, ap-
_pointing a place where fhe was to meet him: ¢ he
_flew on the wings of lave to the rendezvous,” per-
fumed, we are to fuppofe, and in his {marteft
drefs: Though he expefted to meet only one of
the Ladies, he found them all four waiting for
him; and inftead of that delightful afternoon he
had prepared himfelf to fpend, he was entertain-
ed with a moft ferious flagellation. ¢ Some fay
¢ (continues the Author who relates this faét)
that the Ladies adtually whipped him ; others,
they ordered their maids to do it: that the pu-
nifhment was infliéted with fo much rigour as
to oblige him to keep his bed fome time, is cer-
¢ tain; but whether the Ladies were executioners
€ or fpe@ators only, is a doubt.’

For my own patt, 1 fhall be bolder than the fair
Author who gives this account; and I will take
upon myfelf to decide that the Ladies were /pe7a-
tors only. Had this young fellow of fathion we
_are fpeaking of, committed.an offence of no very
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grievous kind ; had ke, for inftince, been guilry
of fome word, or even aftion, moderately inde=
cent in the ‘prefence of the Ladies, or affronted
them by fome ill-timed jokes, or had he, liks'
Clopinel, indulzed himfclf in a bon-mot, or even
a whole fong, ayainft the hon~ur of the Sex, thea
we might fuppofe the Ladies arms, to have poffeffed
{ufficient vigour to have Terved him with a correct
tion proportioned to the dtgree of his guilt, Nt
that I confider, however, as fome Readers will pet-
haps do, the falfhood of the faéls he had boafted
of, as being any aggravation of his offence: very
far from it : -'itl is when fuch falts are traz, that the
‘boafting of them 'is really a fault of a blick na*
ture : it is fuch, in my humble opinion, that ne
poffible flagellation can atone for it the ungrates
ful Tell-tale ought to be ftitched in a bag, and
thrown into the river. However, as the vait
fpeeches of the young fellow were in - themfelves
highly wicked, we are to fuppofe that the Ladies
trufted the care of chaftifing him to more robufti=
ous hands than their own ; and we muft fide with
that part of the Public, who thought that they o«
dered their Maids to perform for them ; that is to
fay, a fet of Maid flaves {elefted among the ftout-
eflt of thofe who compofed their houtholds, Maids
imported from the banks of the Palus-mestis, or tha
‘Black Sea, and who thought it a glorious opporte-
zity for fhewing their miftrefles their zeal in ferving
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them. This fuppofition agrees extremely well
with the enfuing part of the account, viz. that this
vain-boafting Coxcomb was ebliged to keep his bed
Jome time : who knows? perhaps five or fix weeks,

The only perfonal fhare, we are to think, the
Ladies took in the affair, was, when the execution
was concluded, to admonifh the culprit as to his
future conduct. Milion makes the obfervation,
which is quoted by the Author of the Spe&ator,
that the Devil feemed once to be fenfible of fhame ;
it was when he recei ed a cenfure (unexpeéled for
him, we may fuppofe) from a young Angel of rc-
markable beauty, In like manner, what muft
have been the fhame of that young Coxcemb, whe
perhaps had never blufhed in his life, when he
heard himfelf addrefled by the Ladies who had
caufed him to be ferved with fo juft a chaftifement !
what muft have been his remorfe for his navghty
bebaviour! his grief in conlidering, that, had
he perhaps waited patiently a little time longer,
they would have willingly honoured him with
their moft valuable favours ! The Lady who pofs
feflcd the eafielt and moft elegant delivery, ad-
vanced towards him a few fteps; and, accompany-
ing her fhort fpeech with the alion of an arm of
an exquifite form and hand as white as {now,
and with a frown on her face, which, without
leflening its beauty, gave a true expreflion of her
jult refentment, fhe made him fenfible, in fow

L]
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words, of the greatnefs of his fault, and the jufl-
tice of the chaftifement that had been adminiftered
to him: then turning towards the Calmouk and
Tartarian Maids who had fo well executed her
former orders, the direfted them to fhew him
the way to the ftreet door.

- To thefe inftances of the juftice of Ladies, we
may add thofe of the correftions they have be-
ftowed upon their hufbands ; as they hive an un-
doubted right. A very remarkable cafe of that [ort
1s alluded to, in the I. Canto P. 11, of Hudibras,

Did not a certain Lady whip

Of late her buiband’s own Lordthip ?

And, though a Grandee of the Houfe,
Clawed him with fundamental blows.

T'ied him ftark-naked to a bed-poft,

And firked his hide, as if fh’ had rid poft;
And after, in the Seflions Court,

Where whipping’s judged, had honour fer’t.

The noble perfon here mentioned, was Lcrd
‘Munfon : fimilar aéts of authority on their huf-
bands, were performed, about the {ame time, by
Sir William Waller’s Lady, Mrs. May, and Sir
Henry Mildmay’s Lady. From thefe inflances _
we find, that, amidft the general wieck of the °
Monarchical, Ariftocratical, and Clzrical, powers
in the Nation, and while the King, Lords, and
High Clergy, had their prerogatives wrefted from
them and annihilated, Wives knew how to affert

Z
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their jurifdition over their Hufbands, and pre-
ferve their juft authority. The fubje&t however
15 too decp to be difcufied at large here: I intend
to offer more fafts to the Public in a {eparate
Work, which will be a compleat Treatife, and a
kind of Matrimonial Code in which the true prin-

ciples thall be laid concerning the rights of Wives,
and the fubmiffion of Hufbands *.

# The abovementioned Lord Munfon hiad fat as one of the
Judges at the King’s Trial: he lived at St. Edmundfbury,
when his Wife, with the afliflance of her Maids, ferved him
with a flagellation. An allufion to the fame faét is alfo made
in a fong which is to be found in the Colletiion of Lojal
Songs., The thanks her Ladyfhip received from the Seflions
Court, were owing to its being generally fufpeéted the Noble
Lord had altered his political principles ; for which his Wife
had chaftifed him.

It really feems that a kind of flagellating fanaticifm had
taken place, in thofe days, in this Countrv, fimilar in many
relpefts to that which arofe in the times of Cardinal Damian
and Dominic the Cuiraffed : there was this difference however, -
that it had for its objeft to flagellate, not one’s-{elf, but
others; which was the wifer folly of the two, The thanks
public'y decreed to Lady Munfon (not to mention feveral pu-
ritanical publications of thofe days) are proofs of that flagel-
lating fpirit we mention; as well as the correftion inflicted
by Zachary Crofton upon his fervant maid (fee p. 238), and
the pamphlet he wrote in defence of it; which was very
likely grounded on certain religious tenets concerning the

mortificatipn of the fleth, &c. that were current in thofe
times,
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Thofe Authors who have treated of the man~
ner in which Men .uught to behave in their inter-
courfe with the fair Sex, have been fo ferifible
that the latter muft u_nav,oid_ahl}r, at one time or
other, have occafion to beftow leftures and cor-
refions on their Suitors or Lovers (and alfo their
Hufbands) that they have made it a point to thefe,
to bear thofe momentary mortifications with pati-
ence and humility, and not to think that fuch
fubmiﬂiuﬁ refle@ts any dithonour upon them.
This is the precept exprefsly given by Ovid, in
his 4rt of Love;—*¢ Do not think it.in any de-
¢ gree thameful for you, to fubmit to the harfh
¢ words, and the blows, of the young Woman
‘ you court.’

Nec maledifla puta, nec verbera ferve puelle

Turpe
~ JAnd indeed we find that thofe Lovers who have
beft underftood their bufinefs, have not only con-
ftantly followed the advice of Ovid, and chearfuily
fubmitted to receive fuch corretions as their Mif-
trefles were pleafed to impofe upon them; but
when they have happened to have been involun-
tarily guilty of offences of a fomewhat grievous
kind, they have done more; they have, of them-
fclves, offered freely to fubmit to them. Thus
Polyenos, in the Satyr of Petronius, who had
been guilty with Circe of one of thofe faultg
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which Ladies fo difficultly prevail upon themfelves
to forgive, who had in fhort committed that of-
fence which the abovementioned Miller boafted
he never happened to be guilty of, wrote after-
wards to her,—¢ 1f you want to kill me, I will
come to you with an iron weapon ; or if you are
fatisfied with ftripes, I run naked to my Miftrefs.””
(Polyaines Civea falutem . . . . .. Sive occidere pla-
cet, cum ferrvo venio ; five verberibus contenia es, curve
nudus ad dominam. Id tantum mements, non me, fed
inflrumenta, peccaffe, &e. Cap. 130.)

The illuftricus Count of Guiche, as we find
in the Count of Bufli’s dmerous Hifiory of Gauls,
a Book which caufed the difgrace of its Author,
on account of the liberties he had taken in it with
the charaéter of King Lewis the Fourteenth, and
his Miftrels, Madame de la Faliere, the Count of
Guiche, I fay, one of the firft-rate- Beaux of the
Court of the King juft mentioned, behaved in the
fame manner that Polyenos had done. Having
committed a fault with the well-known Countefs
of Olonne, of the fame kind with that of Po-
lyenos, he wrote the next day to the Countefs
in much the fame terms as the latter had done
to Circe. ¢ If you want me to die, I will
¢ bring you my fword; if you think I only de-
¢ ferve to be flagellated, I will come to you in my
o fhirt,  (Si vous veulem ma mirt, jivai Vous porter
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snon épée ; fE vous jugex que je ne mérite que le fouét,
'iral vous trouver en chemife,)

The celebrated Earl of Effex, in one of the
mifunderftandings between him, and Queen Eli=
zabeth, having given her a more than common
caufe of offence, and withing in a particular
manner to foothe her refentment, wrote to her
in much the f{ame terms as thofe abovemen-
tioned. He gave the Queen, as we find in Cam-
den, explicit thanks for the correftions fhe had
infli¢ted upon him, and kiffed (to ufe his words,
as recited by the above Author) and ¢ kiffed her
* Majefty’s Royal Hand, and the rod which had
¢ chaftifed him.” Not that I propofe, however,
by quoting the above exprefliens of the Earl,
pofitively to affirm that they were meant to al-
dude to any exprefs cerreéions of the kind men-
tioned in this Boeek, which his Royal Miftrefs
had at any time ufed to mfli& upon him, or the
other perfons in her fervice; but yet, when we,
on the one hand, attend to the invariable cor-
ruption, profligacy, fhameleflnefs, wickednefs,
and perverfenefs of Minifters, ever fince the be-
ginning of the world, and on the other, confi-
~ der to what degree thefe employed by the Prin-
cefs we fpeak of, preved juft, and zealous for
the public good, we cannot help thinking that
that great and magnanimous Queen had found

Z3
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out fome very peculiar method of rendering them
fuch #. | '

* Tt came out, in a certain Jate debate in the Houle of
Commons (June 1783) that, among the expences in the office
of a prime Minifter, about a year before out of place, there
was an article (introduced among’ the Stationary ware) of thiee
hundred and forty pounds for avhip-cord, for one year. It
is very probably fince the days of Queen Elizabeth, that this
kind of commodity has been made part of the national £x-
penditure. : e
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CrEcATR. - WXIIT,

FEurmation of the public Proceffions of F. fﬂgfz’-
[ants.  Different fuccefs szw_}r meet with, in
different Countries.

HE example which fo many illultricus

perfonages had given of voluntarily
fubmitting to flagellation, and the pains which
Monks had been at, to promote that method
of mortification by their example likewife, as
well as by the ftories they related on that fub-
je&, had, as we have feen, induced the gene-
rality of people to adopt the fondeft notions
of its eficacy. Bur about the year 1260, the
intoxication became as it were complete. Peo=
ple, no longer fatisfied to pratile mortifica-
tions of this kind in private, began to per-
form them in fight ot the Public, under pre-
tence of greater humiliation : regular affocia-
tions and fraternities were formed for that
purpofe; and numerous bodies of half-naked
Men began Yo make their appearance in the
Puhlic f{treets, who after performing a few re-
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ligious ceremonies contrived for the occafion,
flageliated themfelves with aftonifhing fanati-
cifm and cruelty.

The firlt infticution of public Aflociations
and Solemnities of this kind, muflt needs have
filled with furprife all moderate perfons in
thole days; and in fa& we fee that Hiftorians
of different Countries, who lived in the times
when thele ceremonies were firlt introduced,
have taken much notice of them, and record-
ed them at length in their Hiftories or Chroni-
cles. 1 will lay extraéts from a few of thele
different Books, before the Reader; it being
the beft manner, Ithink, of acquainting him
with the crigin of thefe fingular flagellating
folemnitics and proceffions, which continue in
ufe in feveral Countries.

The firft Author from whom we have a cir-
cumftantial account on that fubject, is that
Monk of St. Juftina, in Padua, whofe Chro-
nicle Wechelius printed afrerwards at Bafil.
Ee relates how the public fuperftitious cere-
monies we mention, made their firft appear-
ance n the Country in the neighbourhood of
Bologna; which is the fpot where, it feems,
they took their firlt origin, and whence they
were afterwards communicated to other Coun-
tries, The following is the above Author’s
own account, '



Chap.XX1II.] THE FLAGELLANTS. 347

« When all Italy was fullied with crimes of
every kind, a certain {fudden fuperftition, hi-
therto unknown to the world, firlt feized the
inhabitants of Perufa, afterwards the Ro-
mans, and then almoft all the Nations of Ita-
ly. To fuchadegree were they affected with
the fear of God, that noble as well as ignoble
perfons, young and old, even children five
years of age, would go naked about the
flreets, with only their private parts covered,
and, without any fenfe of (hame, thus walk-
ed in public, two and two, in the manner
of a folemn proceflion. Every one of them
held in his hand a fcourge made of leather
thongs, and with tears and groans they lathed
themfelves on their backs, till the blood
ran; all the while weeping and giving tokens
of the fame bitter affli¢tion as if they had re-
ally been fpectators of the paffion of our Sa.
viour, imploring the forgivenefs of God and
his Mother, and praying that He who had
been appeafed by the repentance of fo many
Sinners, would not difdain theirs.

 And not only in the day time, but likes
wife during the nights, hundreds, thoufands,
and ten thoufands of thefe Penitents, ran,
notwithftanding the rigour of winter, about
the {treets, and in churches, with lighted wax-

candles in their hands, and preceded by Priefts
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who carried croffes’’and bauners along with
them, and with humility proftraied themlelves
before the altars: the fame fcenes were to be
feen in fmall Towns and Villages; fo that the
mountains and the fields feemed to refound
alike the voice of Men who were crying to
God.

¢ All mufical inftruments and love fongs
then ceafed to be heard.  The only Mulfic that
prevailed, both in Town and Country, was
that of the lugubrious voice of the Penitent,
whofe mournful accents might have moved
hearts of flint; and even the eyes of the ob-
durate Sinner could not refrain from tears #.’

<t Nor were Women exempt from the ge-
neral fpirit of devotion we mention : for not
only thofe among the common people, but
alfo Matrons and young Maidens of noble fa-
milies, would perform the fame mortifications
with modefty, in their own rooms. Then

* Stluerunt tunc tempore emnia mufica infirumenta
& amaiorie cantilene. Sola cantio pernitentis lugu-
bris audichatur ubique, tam in civitatibus quam in
villis, adcujus flebilem modulationem corda faxea mo-
vebantur, & obfirmatorum ocull lacrymis non poterant

This Monk of St. Juftina, whofe
account is here tranflated at length, was certainly
no mean Writer : he was quite another Man than
the Abbi Baileau,

continere.
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thofe who were at enmity with one another,

became again friends. Ufurers and hnbh“ra
haftencd to reftore their ill-gotten riches to
their richt owners. Others, who were con-
taminated with different crimes, confeffed
them with humility, and renounced their va-
nities. Gaols were opened; prifoners were
delivered ; and banithed perfons permitted to
return to their native habitations. So many
and fo great works of funflity and chriftian
charity, in fhort, were then performed by
both Men and Women, that it feemed as if
an univerfal apprehenfion had feized Man-
kind, that the divine Power was preparing
either to confume them by fire, or deftroy
them by fhaking the earth, or fome other of
thofe means which divine Juftice knows how
to employ for avenging crimes.

~ ¢ Such a fudden repentance, which had
thus diffufed itlelf all over Italy, and had even
rea{:hed other Countries, not only the ur-
learned, but wife perfons alfo admired. They’
wandered whence fuch a vehement fervour of
piety could have proceeded ; efpecially fince’
fuch public penances and ceremonies had been
unheard of in former times, had not been ap-
proved by the fovereign Pontiff, who was
then refiding at Anagni, nor recommended by
any Preacher or perfon of eminence, but had

6
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taken their origin among fimple perfons,
whofe example both learned and unlearned
had alike followed.”

The Ceremounies we mention were foon imi-
tated, as the fame Author remarks, by the
other Nations of ltaly: though they, at firlt,
met with oppofition in feveral places, from di-
vers Princes, or Governments, in that Coun-
try. Pope Alexander the Fourth, for inftance,
who bad fixed his See at Anagni, refufed at
firlt, as hath been above faid, to give his
fan&ion to them ; and Clement VI, who had
been Archbithop of Sens, in France, in fub-
fequent times condemned thofe public flagel-
lations by a Bull for that purpofe (A. 1349).
Manfredus, likewife, who was Malter of Si-
cily and Apulia, and Palavicinus, Marquis of
Cremona, Brefcia, and Milan, prohibited the
fame proceflions in the Countries under their
dominion ; though, on the other hand, many
Princes as well as Popes countenanced them,
either in the fame times, or afterwards.

This fpirit of public penance and devotion
was in time comymunicated to other Countries;
it even reached fo far as Greece, as we are in-
formed by Nicephorus Gregoras, who wrote
in the year 1361. Attempts were likewife
made to introduce ceremonies of the fame
kind into Poland, as Baronius fays in his An-
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nals; but they were at firlt prohibited: nor
did they meet, at the fame period, with more
encouragement in Bohemia, as Dubravius re-
lates in his Hiftory of that Country,

In Germany, however, the Scét, or Fra-
ternity, of the Flagellants proved more fuc-
celsful, We find a very full account of the
firft flagellating proceffions that were made in
that Country, in the year 1349 (a time dur-
ing which the plague was raging there) in the
Chronicle of Albert of Strafbourg, who lived
during that period.

¢ As the plague (fays the above Author)
was beginning to make its appearance, Peo-
ple then began in Germany to flagellate them-
felves in public proceflions. Two hundred
came, at one time, from the Country of
Schwaben to Spira, having a principal Leader
at their head, befides two fubordinate oses,
to whofe commands they paid implicit obedi-
ence. When they had paffed the Rhine, at
one o’clock in the afternoon, crouds of peo-
ple ran to fee them. They then drew a circu-
lar line on the ground, within which they
placed themfelves. There they ftripped off
their clothes, and only kept upon themfelves
a ind of fhort fhire, which ferved them in-
ftcad of breeches, and reached from the waiit
down to their heels: this done, they placed
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themfelves on the above circular line, and be-
‘@an to walk one after acother around it, with
their arms, ftretched in the ﬂlape of a Cmfs,
thus forming among themfelves a kind of pro-
eeffion. Having mmmued this lJl'UEEﬁlUI'I a
linle while, they proftrated themfelves on the
ground, and afterwards rofe one after another,
in a regular manner, every one of them, as
_be got up, giving a ftroke with his fcourge to
the next, who n his turn likewile rofe, and
ferved the following one in the fame manner.
They then began dilciplining themfelves with
their fcourges, which were armed with knots
and four iron points, all the while finging the
ufuasl Plalm of the invocation of our Lord;
and other Plalms : three of them were placed
in the middle of thering, who, with a fonor:
ous voice, regulated the chaunt of the others,
and difciplined themfelves in the fame man-
per. . Ehis hwmb continued for fome time,
they ceafed their difcipline; and then, at a
certain fignal that was given them, proftrated
themfelves on their knees, with their arms
firctched, and threw themfelves flat on the
groind, groaning and fobbing. They then-
rofe, and heard an admonition from their
Leader, who exhorted them to implore the
merey of God on the people, on both their
Lencfaclors and enemies, and cn the [ouls in
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Purgatory : then they placed themfelves again
upon their knees, with their hands lifted to-
wards heaven, : performed the fame ceremonies
as before, and difciplined themfelves anew, as
they walked round.  This done, they put on
their clothes again; and thofe who had been
left to take care of the clothes and the lug-
gage, came forwards, and went through the
fame ceremonies as the former had done.
They had among them Prielts, and noble as
well as ignoble perfnns and men converfan:
~with-letters.

<« When the difciplines were concluded,
one of the brotherhood rofe, and with a loud
voice, read a letter, which he pretended had
been brought by an Angel to St. Peter’s
Church, i1n Jerufalem : the Angel declared in
it,- that Jelus Chrift was offended at the wick-
ednefs of the age, feveral inftances of which
were mentioned, fuch as the violation of the
Lord’s day, blalphemy, ufury, adultery, and
negle& with refpect to falting on Fridays. To
this the Man who read the letter added, that
Jefus Chrift’s forgivenels having been implor«
ed by the Holy Virgin and the Angels, he
had made anfwer, thatin order to obtain mer-
cy, finners ought to live exiled from theig
Country for thirty-four days, difLJpllnlng
ghemfelves during thar fime.
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“ The inhabitants of the Town of Spira
were moved with fo much compaflion for thefe
Penitents, that they invited every one of them
to their houfes : they however refufed to re-
ceive alms feverally, and only accepted what
was given to their Socicty in general, in order
to buy twifted wax-candles, and banners.
Thefe banner: were of filk, painted of a pur-
ple colour: they carried them in their procefs
fions, which they performed twice every day.
They never {poke to Women, and refufed to
flecp upon feather-beds. They wore croffes
upon their coats -and hats, behind and be-
fore, and had their fcourges hanging ac their
wailt.

* About an hundred Men, inthe Town of
Spira, inlifted in their Society, and about a
thoufand at Strafburgh, who promifed obedi-
ence to the Superiors, for the time abovemen-
tioned. They admitted nobody but who en-
gaged to obferve all the above rules during
that time, who could fpend at leaft four-pence
a day, left he fhould be obliged to beg, and
who declared that he had confefled his fins,
forgiven his enemies, and obtained the con-
“fent of his, Wife. They divided at Straf-
burgh : one pait went up, and another part
down, the Country; their Superiors having
Ekewife divided, The latter direted the new

|
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brothers from Strafburgh, not to difcipline
themfelves too harfhly in the beginning ; and
multitudes of people flocked from the Coun.
try up and down the Rhine, as well as the -
land Country, in order to fee them. After
they had left Spira, about two hundred Boys
twelve years old, entered into an Affociation
together, and difciplined themfelves in public.”

Flagellating proceffions and Solemnities cof
the {fame kind, were likewife introduced into
France, where they met, at firlt, with but in-
different fuccefs; and even feveral Divines op-
pofed them. The moft remarkable among
them was John Gerfon, a celebrated Theolo-
gian, and Chancellor of the Univerfity of Pa-
ris, who purpofely wrote a Treatile againft the
ceremonies in qucftion, in which he particu-
larly condemned the cruelty and great effufion
of blood with which thefe difciplines were
phrformed ¢ It i1s equally unlawful (Gerion
¢ aflerted) for a Man to draw {6 much blood
from his own body, unlefs it be for medical
reafons, as it would be for him to caftrate
or otherwife mutilate himfelf. Elfe it might
upon the fame principle be advanced, that
a Man may brand himfelf with red-hot
irons ; a thing which nobody hath, as yet,
either pretended to fay, or granted, unlefs it
be falfe Chriftians and Idolaters, fuch as are
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¢ to be found in India, who think it a matter
¢ of duty for one to be bapuized through fire.’

Under King Henry the Third, howerver,
the proceffions of Diiciplinants found much
favour in France; and the King we meution,
a weak and bigoted Prince, not only encou-
raged thele ceremonies by his words, but
even went fo far as to inlilt himfelf in a Fra-
ternity of Flagellants. ‘The example thus
given by the King, procured a great number
of Afluciates to the Brotherhood; and feve-
ral Fraternities were formed at Court, which
were diftinguithed by different colours, and
compofed of a numberof Menof the firft fa-
milies in the Kingdom. Thefe proceffions,
thus formed of the King and his noble train
of Difciplinants, all equipped like Flagellants,
frequently made their appearance in the pub-
lic Streets of Paris, going from one Church
to another ; and in one of thofe naked pro-
ceflions, the Cardinal of Lorrain, who had
joined in it, caught fuch a cold, it being about
Chriftmas time, that he died a few days after-
wards, The following is the account to be
found on that fubje&, in the Prefident . A,
de Thew's Hiftory of his own times.

¢ While the cwvil war was thus carrying
on, on both fides, fcenes of quite a different
kind were to be fecen at Court; where the



Chap. XXIII. ] THE FLAGELLANTS. 357

King, who was naturally of a religious tem-
per, and fond of ceremonies unknown to An-
tiquity, and who had formerly had an oppor-
tunity to indulge this fancy in a Country fub-
jeted to the Pope’s dominion, would fre-
quently join in the proceflions which mafked
Men ufed to perform, on the days before
Chriftmas.

¢ For more than an hundred years paft, a
fondnefs for introducing new modes of wor-
fhip into the eftablifhed Religion, had pre-
vailed; and a fe&t of Men had rifen, who,
thinking it meritorious to manifelt the com-
punction they felt for their offences, by out-
ward f{igns, would put on a fack-cloth, in the
fame manner it it was ordered by the antient
Law; and from a {trained interpretation they
gave of the paffage in the Plalmift, ad flagella
paratus fum, flagellated themlelves in public;
whence they were called by the name of Fia-
gellants.  John Gerfon, the Chancellor of the
Univerfity of Paris, and the pureft Theolo-
gian of that age, wrote a Book againft them.
Yet the holy Pontiffs, confidering then that
Sect with more indulgénce than former ones
had done, thewed much countenance to it;
fo that mulatudes of Men, all over Italy, in
thefe days inlift in 1, as in a kind of a religi-
ous militia, thinking to obtain by that means
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forgivenefs of their fins. Diftinguithed by
different colours, blue, white, and black, in
the fame manner as the Green and Blue fac-
tions, though propofing to themfelves differ-
ent objedts, were formerly in Rome, they like-
wife engrofled the attention ot the public, and
in feveral places gave rile to the warmeft con-
tzations.

““ The introduétion which was made of
thefe ceremicnies into France, where they had
till then been almoft unknown, forwarded the
defigns of certain ambitious perfons; the con-
tempt they brought on the perfon of the
King, having weakened much the regal autho-
rity.  While the King mixed thus with pro-
ceflions of Flagellants, and the moft diftin-
guithed among his Courtiers followed his ex-
ample, Charles, Cardinal of Lorrain, who was
one of the party, was, by the coldnefs of the
evening, thrown into a violent fever, attended
with a moft intenfe pain in bhis head; and a
delirium as well as continual watchfulnefs
having followed, he expired two days before
Chriftmas.”

The Hiftorian we have juft quoted fays, in
another place, that the King was principally
induced to perform the above fuperftitious
proceflions, by the folicitations of his Confef-
tor, Father Edmund Avger, who wrote 2
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Book on that fubje&, and of John Caftelli,
the Apoftolic Nuntio in France; and that the
weak complaifance fhewn to him on that oc-
cafion, by the Chancellor Birague, and the
Kecper of the Seals, Chiverny, encouraged
him much to purfue his plan in that refpect,
notwith(tanding the itrong advices to the con-
trary, that were given him by Chriftopher de
Thou, Prefident of the Parliament, and Pi-
erre Brulart, Prefident of the Chamébre des En-
quétes.

~ As there was, in thofe times, a powerful
party in France, that oppofed the Court, and
even was frequently at open war with ic, there
was no want of Men, in Paris, who found
fault with the difciplining proceffions of the
King. When they firft made their appear-
ance, fome, as the above Hiftorian relates,
laughed at them, while others exclaimed that
they were an infult both to Ged and Man.
Even Preachers joined in the party, and point-
ed their farcalms from the pulpit againft chofe
ceremonies. »

The moft perulant among thefe popular
Preachers, was one Maurice Poncet, of the
Abbey of Melun, who, ufing expreffions bor-
rowed from a Pfalm, compared the King and
his brother Difciplinants, to Men who would
cover themfelves with a wet fack-cloth, to
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keep off the rain: he was at laft banifhed to
his Monaftery, The example which the Court,
and the Metropolis, had fet, was followed in
a number of Country Towns, where fraterni-
ties of Flagellants were inftituted ; and among
them particular mention 1s made_of the Bro-
therhood of the Blug Penitents, in the City of
Bourges, on account of the Sentence paflfed
in the year 1601, by the Parliament of Paris,
in confequence of a motion of Nicolas Ser-
vin, the King’s Advocate General, which ex-
prefsly abelifhed 1t #,

* It has no doubt been perceived, that, in the.
courfe of this Work, I have commonly taken
carc to conclude the different Chapters into which
it is divided, with a Note or Commentary of a
certain length, upon the fame fubjeét with the
Chapter itfelf, though of a lefs grave and feri-
ous turn. This precaution I thought neceflary
for the relief of the Reader, after the great exer-
tion of his mind, occafioned by the weighty ob-
jefks that had juft been offered to his confidera-
tion. Such final Note I confid.red as a farce, af=
ter a ferious and moral Drama, and as a kind of
petite piece, or if you pleafe, of interlude, calcu-
lated to revive the exhaufted fpirits of the Rea-

i
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der, and enable him to begin a frefh Chapter with
alacrity.

On this occafion, however, I find great difficul-
ty in purfuing the fame plan. The procefions of
Difciplinants that have juft been defcribed, are
fuch a difmal and gloomy fubjeét, that it fuggeits
no ideas but what are of a ferious kind ; it pre-
cludes all thoughts of mirth and jocularity; and
I defpair, in this Note, of being able to entertain
the Reader fo well as I flatter myfelf I have {uc-
ceeded in doing in the former ones.

The flagellating prattices and ceremonies al-
luded to in this Chapter, are certainly molt afto-
nifhing faéts in the Hiftory of Man: and if any
thing renders our furprife lefs than it otherwife
would be, it is the confideration that fuch prac-
tices have not been imagined on a fudden, and at
once, but have been the refult of a long feries of
flow innovations, introduced by different perfons,
at different times, and in places remote from one
another.

Befides, it really feems that there is a fecret pro-
penfity in Mankind, for arduous modes of wor=
fhip of all kinds. The obfervation has been
made, that in the Science of Moral, fpeculatively
confidered, Men, whatever may be their private
conduét, are moft pleafed with fuch maxims as
are moft rigid; and fe, with refpeét to religious
rites, do they feem to be moft takf& with, and
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moft {trongly to adhere to, fuch as are meoft labo-
rious, and even painful.

We fee, in falt, that bodily aufterities of a
cruel kind, performed with religious intentions,
have obtairied amorng almoft all the Nations in the
World; and felf-fcourgings, in particular, were
pra&tifed with views of this kind among almoft
all the Nations of antiquity of whom accounts
have been left ns: on whicli the Reader is refer-
red to the fixth Chapter of this Book.

The {ame practice we mention, befides the ad-
vantace of its obvioufnefls to recommend it, had
in its favour, with Chriftians, the farther circum-
ftance of its being in a manner fanctified by the
Hiftory itfelt of the fafts on which their religion
is grounded. As a punifhment of that kind made
exprefs part of the ill treatment which our Saviour
underwent, the thoughts of pious perfons were
naturally dire€ted te a mode of mortification of
which fo frequent mention was made in books,
hymns, fermons, and religious converfations :
hence has it happened, that the prattices here al-
luded to, have been much more- conftantly and
univerfally adopted by Chriftians, than by the
profeffors of any other Religion.

A difference, howsver, took place in the above
refpef, between the Eaftern and the Weftern
Chriftians.  As the Chriftians who were fettled in
the Eaft, lived almoft always in the midft of hof-
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tile Nations, and befides, never formed among
themfelves any very numerous {ec, they never
went fuch lengths in their opinions, nor gave into
fuch extravagant prattices, as the Chriftians in
thie Weft. They had not, for inftance, adopted
the fond notions fince entertained by the latter,
on the efficacioufnefs of felf-flagellations to atone
for paft fins. Their religious notions had taken
a different turn. They generally confidered a
certain deep fenfe of paft offences, a ftate of un-
bounded contrition for the {fame, as the competent
means of atonement. They confidered tears as
the laft ftage of fuch contrition, and in a manner
aneceflary token of it. Shedding tears was, there-
fore, the thing they aimed at, in all their devo-
tional adts: felf-fcourging was thought by them
to be an excellent expedient for obtaining fo hap-
py an effeé ; and they hence reforted to it, not
(as hath been done in the Weft) as to a direét and
immediate methed of compenfating paft fins, but
only as to a {ubfidiary operation, and a means
whdch, they fagacioufly thought, would foon bring
them to the rEquiﬁté ftate of tears and falutary
compundction.

Of this turn of the devotion of the Eaftern
Chriftians, as well as of the ends they propofed
to themfelves in their alts of felf-flagellation, we
find proofs in the few inftances that have been left
us in Books, of their having performed ats of
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that fort : I fhall relate the following one, which
is to be found in the work of Gabriel, Archbi-
fhop of Philadelphia, intitled ITzzspxiy, or Collec-
tion of aftions of Fathers, or Saints.

A certain Saint had come to a refolution of re-
nouncing the World, and had fixed his habita-
tion on the celebrated Mountain of Nitria, in
Thebaid ; and next to the cell to which he had
retired, was that of another Sziat, whom hLe
heard every day bitterly weep for his fins. Find-
ing himfelf unable to weep in the fame manner,
and heartily envying the happinefs of the other
Saint, he one day fpoke to himfelf in the follow-
ing terms : ¢ You do notcry, you wretch ; youde
¢ not weep for your fins. 1 will make you ecry;
¢ I will make you weep by force, fince you will
¢ not do it of your own accord ; 1 will make you
¢ grieve for your fins, as you ought:" faying winch,
he took up in a paffion a large {fcourge that lay
by him, and laid lathes upon him{elf fo thick and
in {o effeétual a manner, that he foon brought
himfelf to that happy ftate which was the obyeék
of his ambition,

Another inftance of the manner of the devo-
tion of the Eaftern Chriftians, is {upplied by the
paflage in St. John Climax, that has been recited
~at pag. 121, Both the Oppofers, and the Pro-
moters, of the praftice of felf-flagellation, have
gone too far in their interpretations of that paf-
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fage. The latter have afferted that it exprefsly al-
luded to religious difciplines, performed in the
fame manner, and with the fame views, as they
now are in modern Monafteries; while the former
have been as pofitive that it meant no fuch thing
as beating or feourging, and is only to be under-
ftood of the lamentations of the Monks in the
Monaftery in queftion, thatis, ina bare figurative
manner. The paffage in 8t. John Climax is this »
¢ Some among the Monks watered the pavement
¢ with their tears, while others, who could not
¢ thed any, beat themfelves” The expreflion
ufed in this paflage, to fay that fome among the
Monks beat themfelves, is certainly as precife ag
any the Greek language can fupply; yet neither
does it fupply a fuflicient proof that they perform-
ed, in the above Monaftery, regular and periodi-
cal flagellations of the fame kind with thofe that
have been fince ufed in the Weftern Monafteries,
in the times of Cardinal Damian, and the Wi-
dow Cechald : the felf-flagellations alluded to, in
the paflage we {peak of, appear to have been of the
fame kind with thofe performed by the Saint of
the Mountain of Nitria who has been abovemen-
tioned, and were calculated to enable thofc who
could not weep, to weep plentifully.

But among the Weftern Chriftians, as the ex-
tenfive Country over which they became in time
to be fpread, without any interveaing opponents,
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afforded a vaft field for innovations of every kind,
they, as hath been above faid, went the greateft
lengths in their opinions concerning the ufeful-
nefs of the praétices we mention, to which the
Hiftory of their Religion had at firlt given rife.

In the firft place, mortifications of the kind
here alluded to, were ufed among them from no-
tions of much the {ame fort with thofe entertain-
ed by the Eaftern Chriftians, that is, with a view
of fanétifying themfelves by their repentance, and
affifting their compunction.

In the fecond place, they were atuated by a
fenfe of love for Jefus Chrift, and a' defire of
aniting themfelves to him in his {ufferings. The
intention we fpeak of, is particularly recommend-
ed in the Statutes of different religious Ovders ;
and the Brothers are exhorted in them, ¢ when
they infli&t difcipline upon themfelves, to call to
their mind Jefus Chrift, their moft amiable
Lord, faftened to the column, and to endeavour
¢ to expericnce a few of thofe exceflive pains he
¢ was made to endure.” This notion of religious
perfons, which proceeds from an unbounded fenfe
of gratitude towards their Divine Saviour, from
a with of repaying in any manner the immenfe
fervice he had conferred upon them in faving them
from deftruétion, and of -at leaft tharing his fuf-
ferings, fince they cannot alleviate them, has cer-
tainly fomething interefting in its principle,
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But the moft univerfal ufe, by far, that has
been made of flagellatory difciplines among Chrif-
tians, i1n thefe parts of the world, has been to
atone for paft fins. And indeed it 15 no wonder
that a pratice of fo convenient a kind, which en=
abled every one, by means of an operation of the
duration and feverity of which he was the fole
judge, to pay, as he thought, an adequate price
for every offence he might have committed, and
filence a troublefome conicience whenever he
pleafed, fhould fo eafily gain ground, and meet
with fo much favour, not only from the vulgar,
but alfo from great Men, and even Kings; to
whom we may no doubt add their Minifters,

Among the fupﬁrﬁitiﬂus notions that may be
hurtful to Society, it is difficult to imagine one of
a worfle tendency than that here mentioned, the
immediate confequence of which is to render ufe-
lefs all the diftinétions implanted in the human
mind between evil and good, and, by making of-
fenders ealy with themfelves, to take off the only
punifhment that is left for the greater number of
crimes. When notions like thefe were adopted
by Kings, with refpe&t to whom human laws are
filent, the confequences werz pernicious in the ex-
treme ; praftices of this fort became as danger-
ousto the peace and happinefs of their fubjeéts,
as they would have been conducive to them, if
the difciplines we {peak of, inftead of being in



36§ THE HISTORY OF [Chap. XXIIIL

flicted upon {fuch high Offenders, every time they
were confcious they deferved them, by the hands
of Confeflors aiming at Bifhopricks, or under fear
of dungeons, had been dealt them to the full fa-
tisfaltion of a Jury compofed of impartial per-
fons, and nowife afraid to fpeak their minds.

Thefe notions of the ufefulnefs of fﬂii;-ﬁagellan
tions, were carried to a moft extravagant pitch by
2 Sett formed of thofe itinerant Difciplinants, ac-
counts of whom have been above given. Proud
of the cruel difciplines they inflited upon them-
felves, they looked upon them as being of far
greater merit than the prattice of any Chriftian
virtue ; and they at laft formed among themfelves
a particular Se€t of Heretics, who were called
Flagellants, The title of Hifforyof the Flagellan:s,
which the Abbé Boileau has given to his Work,
might {eem to indicate that he intended to write an
Hiftory of that Se&, and of thofe public procef-
fions of Difciplinants which have fucceeded it :
vet, he only mentions that Sect and thofe Procef-
fions in his ufual loofe manner, in his ninth
Chapter, without cven diftinguithing the one from
the other. T'he proper title of his book (and
of this, which is imitated from it) thould be, The
Hiflery of religious Flagellations among different
Nations, and efpecially among Chriftians.

Among the different tenets of the Hereticks we
fpeak of, were the following., They pretended
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that the blood they thed, during their flagcllations,
was mixed with that of Jefus Chrift ;—that {elf~
flagellations made confeflieon ufelefs ;—that they
were more meritorious than martyrdom, for they
were volontary, which martyrdom was neot;—
that baptifm by water was of no ufe, as every
true Chriftian muft be baptized in his own blood ;
—that flagellation could atone for all paft and fu-
tare offences, and fupplied the want of all other
good works. To thefe tenets, and to feveral
others of the fame fort, they added Stories of dif-
ferent kinds ; {uch as that of the abovementioned
letter brought from Heaven by an Angel, to order
felf-flagellations; they gave out that a certain Bro-
ther of their Set, who lived at Erford in Thu~
ringe, was Elias ; and that another, whofe name
was Conrad Smith, was Enoch, &c. &c.

As the principles maintained by thefec Hereticks,
were deftruftive of moft of the effential tenets re-
ceived by the Church, this reafon, together with
the cruelties they pratlifed upon themielves, and
in general their fanaticiim, which really was of a
defpicable kind, caufed Pope Clement IV, to iflue
a Bull againft them, in the year 1350 ; and feveral
Princes exprefsly prohibited that Se&, in the
places under their dominion, :

From thofe Hereticks, muft therefore be diftin-
guithed the common Fraternities of Dilciplinants,
which continue in thefe days to be eftablithed in
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feveral Countries. Thefe Fraternities are compofed
ef good orthodox Chriftians, who do not in any
degree pretend that their difciplines fuperfede the
neceflity of Baptifm or Confeflion, or of any
other Sacrament; who tell no ftories about Elias,
or Enoch; who dutifully fubferibe to all the te-

~nets, without cxception, recommended by the
Church, and above all pay implicit obedience to
the authority of the Heads of it. They are Aflo-
ciations of much the fame kind with common
Clubs, or if you pleafe, like Lodges of Free-
mafons : they have a ftockof effets and furniture
belonging to the Fraternity, fuch as banners, cru-
crfixes, ornaments for altars, and fo on; and each
contributes a certain fmall fum annually, for keep-
ing the above effe@s in repair, and defraying the
expences of paying the mufic, feeing Priefts, and
cthers of a like kind: they have, befides, pecu-
Har Statutes, not unlike the Articles of a common
Club.

The principz] engagement of thefe Fraternitics
is to diapline themfelves in times of great So-
lemnities ; fuch as the Sundays in the Advent,
the Sundays. before Palm-Sunday, on Maunday
Thurfday, and certain days during the Carnival,
On thele days they walk about Towns in regular
proceflions. . They carry along with them ban-
ners, painted with the appropriated colour of the
Brotherhood : the Brothers are equipped in a pg-
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‘culiar kind of drefs for the occafion, all wearing,
befides, mafks over their faces. With this appa=
ratus they vifit diffcrent Churches, exhibiting an
appearance which, when feen frem fome dil-
tance, is not unlike that of the trading Com-
panies, in London, on a Lord Mayor’s Day;
and their banners, together with the other orna-
ments they difplay, cut a figure not very thort of
the paraphernalia of the City.

In the principal Church whence they fet off,
and perhaps alfé in thofe which they vifit, they
hear a fhort fermon from a Prieft, on the Paflion
of our Saviour; and as foon as the Prieft has faid
the words, * let us mend and grow better” (emen-
demus in melius) the difciplines begin with the fing-
ing of the Mfers’re, and are continued in the
Ttrects, as they walk in proceflion. By ene Arti-
cle of their Statutes, it is ordered that no Brother
fhall put a Man to difcipline himfelf in his ftead.
Plenty of Indulgences are granted to thofe who
dilcharge their duty on thofe occafions. And
moreover, Bifhops are ordered to infpeét, in their
refpective Diocefes, the Fraternities there efta-
blithed, and examine their Statutes, in order to
firike out fuch articles as may contain feeds of
Herefy.

i Frat_efﬂit’ies of this kind obtain in moft of the
Catholic Countries in Europe ; though with dif-
B b
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ferent encouragement from their different Go-
vernments,

In France they were, as hath been above faid,
in the greateft favour at Court, under Henry the
Third : this Prince, who, before he was called to
the Throne on the death of his Brother, had given
every hope of an able warrior, and a great King,
having inlifted in one of thefe Fraternities. As
a powerful party was at that time fet up, in France,
againft the authority of the Crown,. and moft of
the people in Paris favoured that party, the King
had attempted to overaw them by a difplay of Ma-
jefty, and being conitantly accompanied when he
made his appearance in public, by a numerous
‘body of Halberdiers; but this not having fucceed-
ed, he tried to amufe the People by public thews ;
and in that view, as a Writer of thofe times fays,
inftituted in Paris Fraternities of Penitents, in
which he made himfelf a Brother. ‘This expedi-
ent, however, did not fucceed : thefe difciplining
proceflions only ferved to bring farcafms upon the
Court, and the King himfelf; and among them
that of Maurice Poncet has been recorded, who,
befides other inveétives he delivered from the pul-
pit, compared the difciplining Penitents, as hath
been abovementioned, to men who fhould cover
themfelves with a wet cloth to keep off the rain,
This refle&tion of Poncet was thought to be the
more pointed, as, the very day before, the King
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had walked in a proceflion of Penitents, during
which a moft heavy fhower of rain had fallen, and.
the King with his Chancellor, and the whole
train of Difciplinants, had been thoroughly
foaked. The King was informed, the next day,
of the jeft of Poncet; and thig, together nio doubt
with the remembrance of the rain of the dalr be-
fore, caufed him to be much incenfed againft the
Preacher : however, as notwithftanding his vices
and weaknefs, he was a Man of the mildeft tem-
per, as well as of unbounded liberality, he con-
tented himfelf with having the Monk fent back
to his Convent.

In fubfequent times, that is in the yeat 1601,
under the reign of Henry IV. a Sentence was
pafled, as hath been abovementioned, by the Par-
liament of Paris, to abolifh the Fraternity of the
Blue Penitents, in the City of Bourges. The mo-
tive of the Parliament was not, however, their
tender care for the fkin of thefe Blue Peénitents: .
but that Fraternity had been rendered a kind of
political Affociation againft the reigning King,
who was during his whole life perfecuted by bi-
gotry, till he fell a vi¢tim to it at laft; and they
had jeined feveral treafonable declarations and en-
gagements, to their Statutes: for this reafon the
Fraternity was forbidden to meet again, under
pain of being profecuted as guilty of High Trea-
fon. From that time Brotherhoads of Pcmte.uts
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have been conftantly difcountenanced in France;
and they are continued only in fome Towns imn
the Southern' Provinces, diftant from the Me-
tropolis. iras

But the Countries in which the proceffions we
mention (which certainly are as extraordinary as
any ceremony of which any Religion affords an in-
ftance) are moft prevalent, and where they are in
a manner naturalized, are, ltaly, and Spain.

In the latter Country, in Spain, the flagellating
Solemnities we fpeak of, have received a peculiar
turn from the peculiar manners of the Inhabi-
tants ; and they are (which is certainly extraordi=
nary) as well operations or fcenes of gallantry, as
ats of devotion. ILovers will frequently go, at
the head of a proceflion of friends, and difcipline
themf{elves under the windows of their Miftreffes :
or, when they pafs by chance under thefe win-
dows, with 4 proceffion to which they belong,
they redouble the fmartnefls of their flagellations.
All Difciplinants in general, thew attentions of
the fame kind to fuch Ladies as they meet in their
way, when thefe Ladies appear to them poffeffed
of fome charms; and when the latter engage their
attention in a peculiar manner, they never fail,
efpecially if the proceflfion happens to move {low-
Iy or to Atop, by means of the increafed brifknefs
of their flagellations and {kilful motions of their
difciplines, plentifully to fprinkle them with their
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blood. Thefe facts are attefted by all Travellers ;
and Madame d’Aunoy among others, a French
Lady of quality who in the laft Century publifli
ed a relation of her journey into Spain, a, Book
written with judgment, after giving an account of
the fame faéts with thofe above to the friend to
whom fhe wrote, adds that what fhe relates is li-
terally true, and without any exaggeration.. The
Ladies who are the caufe of this increafed zeal of
the Difciplinants, .and to whom fuch an agreeable
piece of courtthip’ is addrefled, reward the latter
by raifing the veil which covers their face, or
even are obliged by the Byiftanders to do fo (de/a-
par, as they call it) in much the fame manner as
the croud which ftands at the door of a Hou'e
where there is a mafquerade, will, in this Coun-
.tr}r, oblige the mafks, as they get into, orout of
the Houfe, to uncover their faces.
. How the Spanifh Ladies can be pleafed with
feats of that kind, is certainly difficu’t-to un-
derftand; unlefs it be that, with Ladies, the
bare intention of fhewing them courtefy, is
enough to procure their good-will ; or p%rhaps al-
fo it may be, that the extreme gracefulnefs with
which the difciplines we mention, are performed,
has the power of rendering them pleafing to the
Ladies. An opinion of this kind has been deli-
vered by the Author of Hudibras:
Bb 3 “ Why
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" ¢ Why may not whipping have as good
¢ A grace, perform’d in time and mood,
“ With comely movement, and by art,
*¢ Raife a paffion in a Lady’s heart ?”

This power of the graces to render whipping
agreeable, is certainly a ftrong argument in their
favour, and well worth adding to thofe urged in
their behalf, in a certain celebrated publication
of late times,

That Difciplinants in Spain, flagellate them-
felves with the extreme gracefulnefs we men-

. tion, 1s a fat about which no doubt is to be en-
tertained : nay, there are Mafters in moft Towns,
whofe exprefs bufinefs is to teach the time, mood,
comely movements and arts, above defcribed,

~and in thort to thew how to perform difciplines
with elegance.——TFiclding, in one of his Works,
has inferted an advertifement of the celebrated
Broughton which had juft made its appearance, by
which the latter offered his fervices to the public,
to inftruét thﬁm in the art of boxing, and all the
myfteries of it: that Author thought pofterity
would be extremely glad to meet with that inter-
efting and incontrovertible monument of the man-
ners of the times in which he wrote: an adver-
tifement from one of the Bpanifh flagellating Mai-
ters we fpeak of, would, in like manner, be ex-
teemely proper to En; produced in this place; and
if 1 do not infert here the copy of any fuch ad-
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1'értifen1¢nt, the reader may be perfuaded that it
is folely becaufe I have none in my poflefiion.

When the Gentlemen who propofe to difcipline
themfelves in honour of their Miftreffes, are of
confiderable rank, the ceremony is then perform-
ed with great ftate and magnificence. Madame
D’Aunoy relates that the day the Duke of Vejar
difciplined himfelf, an hundred white wax-can-.
dles were carried before the proceflion: the Duke
was preceded by fixty of his friends (vaffals per-
haps, or dependents) and followed by an hundred,
all attended by their own pages and fogtmen ; and
befides them there were no deubt abundance of
Priefts and crucifixes.

As thefe Spanifh Gallants have no lefs honour
than devotion, battles frequently take place be-
tween them, for the affertion of their juft prero-
gatives ; and this, for inftance, feldom fails to be
the cafe when two proceffions happen to meet in
the fame ftreet : each party think they are intitled
to the moft honourable ﬁd{* Df tll_t,: way ; and a
fcuffle is the confequence. This happened at the
time of the proceffion of the abovementioned
Duke of Vejar: another proceffion, conduéted by
the Marquis of Vﬂlahérmuf&, entered the fame
ftreet, at the other end of it: the light-armed
troops, otherwife the fervants with their lighted
long wax-candles, began the engagement, be-
dawbing t the clothes, and fingeing the w Iu&ua and
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hair of each other; then the body of Infantr}r,
that is to fay the Gentlemen with their fwords,
made their appearance, land continued the battle ;
and at laft the two noble Champibns themfelves
met, and began a fight with their difciplines {an-
other inftance of Penitents ufing their difciplines
as weapons, is, if I miftake not, to be fnund in
Don Quixote) the t'-.m noble Champmus, T fay,
began a {mart engagemenp with each other; their
felf-flagellations were for a while changed, with
great rapidity, into mutual ones ; and their wea-
pons being demolithed, they were about to begin
a clofer kind of fight, when their friends inter-
fered, and parted them : the high fharp and i
cap of one of the two Cnmba'tants, which had
fallen in the dirt, was taken up, properly cleanfed,
and again placeﬂ vpon his head ; and the two pro-
ceffions went each their own courfe, dividing as
chance determined it. The whole ceremony was
afterwards concluded with {fplendid entertainments
which each of the Noble Difciplinants gave in
their Houfes, to the perfons who had formed their
refpective proceflions; during which abun{lance:‘
of fine compliments were paid them on their pm- |
ty, their gallantry, and their elegance 1n gwmg
themfelves difcipline.

If fuch aéts both of devotion and courtfhip are
performed in Spain, by perfons of the firft rank,

much more may Wwe think that pra.&lﬂﬁs ﬂf tllf‘
»



Chap. XXIil.] THE FLAGELLANTS. 37

fame kind prevail among the vulgar : and on this
{;r-::caﬁml I fhall produce an extradt from the Spa-
nith Book intitled, the Life of Friar Gerund e
Cf:mpﬂz:?r. As this Novel, Wh:i_crﬁﬂifs_ of 2 humor-
ous kind, was written in later times by a native
of the Country, and a Man of learning (a Fa-
ther Jefuit, I think) an extrat from it may give
a furer infight into the above fingular cuftoms of
the Spaniards, than any relation of Travellers
perhaps can.

- ¢ Anthony was then ftudying at Villagarcia, and
¢ already in the fourth clafs, as hath been faid,
¢ and in the twenty-fifth year of his age. The
¢ fortnight vacation for the Holy and Eafter Week
¢ arrived, and he went home to his own town, as
¢ is the cuftom for all thofe ftudents whofe home
¢ is within afhort diftance. The Devil, who ne-
¢ ver {leeps, tempted him to play the penitent on
¢ Maunday Thurfday; for, as our young Peni-
¢ tent was now well thot up and his beard grown,
¢ he looked lovingly upon a Damfel that had been
* a neighbour of his, ever fince they went to
¢ School together to the clerk of the Parifh, to
¢ learn the horn-book ; and in order to court her
¢ in the moft winning manner, he thought it ex-
* pedient to go forth as a difciplinant : as this, the
* Reader 1s to know, 1s one of the gallantries
* with which the Women of Campos are moft
¢ pleafed: for it is a very old obfervation there,
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¢ that the greateft part of the Marriages are comn-
¢ certed on the day of the crofs of the May, on
¢ the evenings on which there is dancing, and on
¢ Moaunday Thur _ﬁfqy fome of the Women being
{o very devout and compunétious, that they are
* as much delighted with feeing the inftruments of
¢ difcipline applied, as with the rattling of the
¢ caftanets. _

¢ The rogue of an Anthony was not ignorant
¢ of this inclination of the girls of his Town, and
¢ therefore went out as difciplinant, on Mapnday
¢ Thurf{day, as we have above faid. At a league’s
¢ diftance he might, notwithftanding his malk,
¢ and his hood which hung down almoft to his
s waift, have been known by Catanla Rebollo,
which was the name of his f{weetheart, neigh-
¢ bour, and old fchool-fellow; for, befides that
there was no other cap in the whole proceflion
* {o fpruce or fo ftiff-ftanding as his, he wore as
© a mark, a black girdle which fhe had given him,
* upon his taking leave of her on Luke’s-day, to,
go to Villagarcia. She never took her eyes
from him, during the time he was pafing near
her; and he, who knew it well, took that op-
portunity to redouble the brifknefs of his difci-
¢ pline, making her, by the way, unobferved by
others, two little amorous obeifances by nod-,
* ding his cap: which is one of the tender pafles
* that never fail to win the hearts of the marriage«



Chap. XXI11.) THE FLAGELLANTS. 381

.

able girls, who are very attentive to it; and the
bumkin who knows how to do it with moft
grace, may pick and choofe among them,
though at the fame time e may not be the molt
expert at the rural games and exercifes.

¢ At length, as Anthony had made too much
hafte to give himfelf a plentiful bleeding, one
of the Majordomos who fuperintended the pro-
ceflion, bad him go home and take care of . him-
felf, before the proceflion was over. Catanla
took herfelf after him, and being a neighbour,
followed him into the houfe, where there ftood
ready the wine, rofemary, falt and tow, which
is all the apparatus for thefe cures. They well
ﬁgﬂmd hig ﬂidmlidﬂrs, and applied the pledgets ;
after which he put on his ufual clothes, and
wrapped himfelf up in his grey cloak. They

afterwards went to fee the proceflion, except Ca~

tanla, who faid fhe would ftay with him, a:nd

keep him company, &c.”
The difciplining ceremonics above defcribed,

are, as hath been obferved, alfoadmitted inTtaly;
and they are performed there with no lels regu.la..-
Tity and aPplguf-._r,"ﬂ_mp in Spain. Moft Travel-
lers into that Country give fome account of them :

Dottor Mlddleton, for inftance, defcribes at {ome
Jength in his Letter from Rome, two procefiions
of that kind, to and in the Church of St. Pf:tﬁ'r,

_ﬂf which he had been a witnefs,
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But, as the ceremonies we fpeak of, have been
made in Spain, expeditions of gallantry, in which
nicety of honpur and amorous prowefs are dif-
played by turns, {o in Italy, they have been turn-
¢d into perfeét farces, and {cenes of mimickry.

Father Labat, who has publifhed a relation of
a Journey to Spain and Italy, in which he gives
accounts of difciplining praceflions in both Coun-
tries, recites that in one of thefe proceflions he
faw at Civita Vecchia, there were in the firft place
to be feen at the head of that proceflion feveral
figures or perfons who reprefented Jefus Chrift in
the different ftages or aéts of his condemnation :
thefe different figures are commonly exprefled by
technical or cant Latin words ; and among thofe
which Father Labat mentions as having made
part of the above proceflion, was an Fece Homo,
which 1s a figure intended to reprefent Jefus Chrift
when he made his appearance before Pilate, clad in
purple robe, with areed in his hand, and aerown
en his head. .

Another perfonage afterwards made his appear-
ance, who reprefented our Lord going to the place
_of his death : eight Executioners furrounded him,
who teafed him, and pulled the chains with which
he was loaded ; and a Simeon of Cyrene walked
behind him, who affifted him in carrying his
¢rofs. Several Men followed, who were likewife
loaded with heavy crofles, and were meant, I fup-
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pofe, to, :fprefent the Robbers who fuffered en
that day. Among thefe d:i’ﬁ:rent figures were
abunddnce of Roman Snldwrs armed with cafqucs L
and bucklers. .

After thefe came a number of pEI‘rﬂhs 'n.]m,
by their tears and groans, exprefled the deep af-
fli¢tion they felt: and then the train of the Dif=
ciplinants made their appearance, who manifefted
their grie,’f' in another manner, that is, by theiz
flagellations. Am{}ng the latter were two particus
lar figures who were thoroughly naked, except
thofe parts which muft ablolutely be covered, for
which purpofe they wore a kind of fhort apron.
Thefe two figures, who were called the two S%
Feroms, on account of the blows with which they
at times beat thc:r breaft, poffefled a kind of fkilt
not very unlike that exerted by Dominic the Cuz=
vaffed, who could difgipline himfelf with both his
hands atonce: they performed both the wpper and
the lwer difcipline at the fame time, and lathed
themfelves from head to foot, with large fcourges
they had provided for the occafion. However, as.
the two latter perfonages exhibited rather a ftrik-
ing appearance, they were, the enfuing year, or-
dered to do like the otlier Penitents, and fo wear
breeches. | i

In the fame train we defcribe, were alfo the fa-
mily of Jofeph, with  number of female mourii-
ers, and among them Mary Magdalen, with the
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i"irgin Mary ; and, laftly, to crown the whole,
there was in the proceflion a figure fitted with a
red-haired wig, and a red beard, who reprefented
JTudas, and held up with great triumph in his
hand, a purfe, in which he fhook and jingled 2
few pieces of money, which were fuppoled to
be the reward he had received for betraying our
Saviour.

In fine, what much increafes our furprife con-
cerning the flagellating ceremonies and procef-
fions we deferibe, is the great feverity and earneft
zeal with which thofe who perform them, lay
thefe difciplines upon themfelves; different, in
that, from the Priefls of the Goddefs of Syria
mentioned in pag. 87, who, as the Emperor Com-
modus, and after him Philip Beroald, fhrewdly
fufpeted, only performed tham flagellations. The
cruel feverities exercifed upon themielves by the
modern Penitents, are faéts about which all Wri-
ters of Relations agree; all mention the great
quantity of blood which thefe Flagellants lofe,
and throw to and fro with their difciplines. It is
commonly reported, I do not know with what
truth, in the places where fuch proceflions ufe to
be performed, that thofe who have been accuf:
tomed for feveral years to difcipline themfelves in
them, cannot leave it off afterwards; without dan-
ger of fome great diforder, unlefs they get them-
felyes bled at that time of the year at which thofe
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ceremonies ufe to take place *. Madame D’Aun-
noy fays that the firft time fhe faw one of thefe
proceflions, fhe thought fhe fhould faint away;
and The concludes the account fhe has given of the
gallant flagellating excurfions that have been above-
mentioned, with faying that the GGentleman whe
has thus fo handfomely trimmed himfelf, is often
Taid up in his room for feveral days afterwards,
and fo fick that he cannot go to Mafs on Eafter
Sunday. All the above falts fhew how much
hardfhip, pra&ice really may bring. Men to bear:
and the feats of the above Penitents are not, after
all, much more furprifing than the prowefs of
the iluftrious Bucthorfe, in this Country, whe
fubmitted to receive boxes upon any part of his
body, and as ftoutly applied as pmp_l'e chofe to
lay them on, for fix-pence apiece: he only co-
vered his ftomach with his arms acrofs it; and
the wholc was meant as an advantageous exerciie
for thofe who propofed to improve themfelves in
the art of boxing. _

A remarkable inftance of this power of nf, te
enable us to bear liai'dﬂﬂ_p?s, and even blows, oG-
curs among the Chinefe. It appears, from the
accounts of Travellers, that there are Men, ir

® In a certain Spanifh book, the name of which 1d¢ aut
remember, a Man is seprosched with having befmeared him-
felf with fheep’s blood, in order to make people believe he
kad flagellated himfelf in a diftinguithed mannez,
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China, who make it their trade, bemg properly
feed for it, to receive baftinadoes in the réom of
thofe who are féntenced to it b}r the Mandarine ;
in the fame manner as there are Men about the
Courts of Law, in this Country, ready to bail

%, upon any occafion. As the baftinadoe is inflited
‘on the fpot, while the Mandarine is difpatching
other bufinefs, the thing is to ‘bribe the Officer
who is to fuperintend the operation: the real
Culprit then {lips out of the way; the Man who
is to do duty for him comes forth, fuffers himfelf
to be tied down to the ground, and receives the
baftinadoe ; which is laid on in fuch carneft, that a
freth Man, or Executioner, is employed after eve-
ry ten or twelve ftrokes.

However, there is perhaps fmhctli-ing in all
this, arifing from the peculiar conftitution and
frame of the body, befides pratice and refolution.
This difpofition to bear blows without being dif-
turbed, is greatly valued by Boxers, who fet it al-
moft upon a par with fkill, agility, and real
ftrength. T hope the Reader will thank me if I
inform him that this advantageous capability té
receive blows without minding them, is techni-
cally called by Boxers, a Bottom: at leaft as it
feems from certain publications of thofe days
when the art of boxing was encouraged by the
Public in a higher degree than it is at prefent.

7
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The ufe that has been made of flagellations i.ﬂ
public thows and proceffions, the different Edifts
of Princes for prohibiting or permitting fuch ce-
remonies, the Bulls iffued by different Popes to
approve or condemn them, and the decifions and
regulations of a number of Men invefted with the
firft dignities in the Church on the fubje&t of
voluntary difcipline, are not the only circum-
ftances that prove the great importance ef which
thefe pradtices have gradually grown to be in the
Chriftian World : we ought not to omit to fay
that they have been the caufe of much difference
in opinion among the Learned ; for fomething ef-
fential would certainly be wanting to the glory of
flagellations, had they not been the caufe of dif-
fentions among Men, and if at leaft Treatifes pro
and con had not been written on occafion of thems.

Some among the Learned have, it {eems, blam-
ed the pious exercifes here alluded to, without re-
ftriction : fuch were the Cardinal Stephen, and
Peter Cerebrofus, who have been mentioned in a
former place, as well as certain learned Ecclefiaf-
tics in Rome, againt whom Cardinal Damian
likewile wrote. Others have condemned the cru=-
elty with which the fame exercifes were fcme:times
performed : among them was Gerfon, whoie ar-
guments, together with thofe of the Advocate-
General Servin in his fpeech againft the Blue Pe-

Cc
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nitents of Bourges, are recited at fome length in
the Abbé Boileau’s ninth Chapter.

Pebates have, morcover, taken place among
the Learned, concerning the precife views with
which difciplines onght to be performed, as well
as on the propercft occafions. And difputes have
in particular run high, concerning the degree of
efficacioufnefs of fach pious exercies: on which
the Reader may remember what has lately been
faid of the doftrines advanced by the Hereticks
called Flagellants.

Differences in opinion have alfo prevailed with
refpe to the manner in which difciplines are to
be executed: fome afferting that penitents ought
to inflit them upon themfelves with their own
hands ; and others being equally pofitive that they
ought to receive them from the hands of other
perfons ; this was one of the arguments of Gerfon.

In fine, debates have taken place concerning
the propereft fituation for penitents to be in, when
undergoing fuch mortifications. Some have ob-
jected to the difciplining perfons laying them-
{elves bare for that purpofe, as being centrary to
decency ; while others, at the head of whom was
Cardinal Damian, have ftrenuoufly declared for a
ftate of unlimited nakednefs. The following is
one of the arguments of the Cardinal on the

fubjeét,

K- BN
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¢ Tell me, whoever you may be, who are ac-
tuated by fo much pride as to der.de the Paffion
of our Saviour, and who, refufing to be ftrip~
¢ ped along with him, ridicule his nakednefs, and
call his fufferings inere dreams or trifles, tell
me, pray, what you prepare to do, when you
fhall {ce this heavenly Saviour, who was pub-

licly ftripped and faftened to a crofs, c/ad with

majefty and glory, accompanied by an innume-
rable multitude of Angels, furrounded by in-
comparable and inexpreflible {plendours, and
infinitely more glorious than all vifible and invi-
¢ fible things? what will you do, I fay, when
you fhall {eec him whofe ignominy you pretend
to defpife, feated upon a Tribunal exalted and
furrounded by fire, and udging all Mankind ip
a manner both equitable and terrible? Then
will the Sun lofe sts luftre; the Moon will be
involved in darknefs ; the Stars will fall from
their places ; the foundations of mountains will
be {haken ; only a few fcarce gloomy rays will
¢ befent from the ikies; the earth and air will be
confumed by impetuous fires, and all the ele-
ments confounded together : what, once more,

will you do, when all thefe things fhall happen?

of what {orvice to you will thefe clothes and
garments be, with which you now are covered,
and which you refufe to lay afide, to fubmit to
the exercde of penitence? with what pre-

. Cc 2
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¢ fumptuous audacioufnefs do you hope to partake
“ of the glory of Him whofe fhame and igno-
¢ miny you now refufe to fhare ’~——The above
1s certainly the beft argument I have hitherto read
in favour of nakednefs; and it reconciles me to
Cardinal Dzmian, whom I find to have been ne
bad Writer.

This neceflity of nakednefs to complete the me-
rit of Penance, has been infifted upon by other
Men of importance befides him whont we have
juft fpoken of ; and without alledging any further
authority on this fubjeét, it will {uffice to obferve
that the greateft perfonages have {ubmitted to that
part of Penitence we mention ; feveral inftances
of which have been produced in a former
Chapter. _

Nay, the more complete was this privation of
clothes, the more merit there was thought to be
in it: hence we find that feveral Offenders have
proportioned their freedom from habiliments, to
- the greatnefs of the fenfe they entertained of their
offences ; and on this occafion may be recited the
penance performed by Fulk, furnamed Grifegon-
nelle, about the year 1000. ;

This Fulk, who was a very powerful Man in
France, being the Son of the great Semefchal of
the Kingdom, had been a moft bad and violent
Man in thofe times of feudal Anarchy, when
force was almoft the only law that exifted, and
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the Nobles and Lords were rather #lcads of
Robbers, than perfons invefted with any precife
dignity. Among other crimes the above Fulk
had committed, he had killed with his own hand
Conan, Duké of Britanny. He had performed
three pilgrimages to the Hely Land; and on the
laft, meaning te render his pénance complete and
perfeétly unexceptionable, he caufed himfelf to be
drawn naked upon a hurdle, -with a halter round
his neck, through the ftreets of Jerufalem; Men
who had been direfted fo to do, lathed him by
turns, with fcourges; and a perfon appointed for
that purpofe, cried at certain intervals, Lord’
have mercy on the traitor and forfwearer Fulk., He
lived very devoutly afterwards, and founded feve-
ral Monafteries. An account of this Fulk, and
his penance, is to be found in Moreri’s Dic-
tionary.

Others have carried their notions on the prefent
fubje&t ftill farther, and have thought that bare
freedom from habiliments, had fome fanétity pe-
culiar to it, and poflefled, of itfelf, a great degree
of merit. The Cynic Philofophers in Greece,
among whom Diogenes was particularly remark-
able, frequently made, we find, their appearance
in public, without even a fingle rag to cover their
nakednefs ; and the Indian Philofophers called
Gymnofophifis, conftantly appeared in the fame light

Cc 3 :
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kind of dlefs, as we learn from their appellation
itlelf, which fignifies naked Sages.

Sages of the fame kind ftili continue to exift in
the fame quarters we ipeak of ; and we have like-
wile had, in our parts of the World, particular
Sages or Sectaries, who have attributcd no lefs
merit to a flate of nakednefs. Such were the Ada-
mites, mentioned by St. Auftin. Thefe Adaniites,
thinking they would effeCtually aflimilate them-
felves to cur firlt Parents before their fall, if they
appeared in ihe fame habit, would pet themitlves
in a compleat ftate of nature during ceriain {olems
niities of their own, and either ventured to mike
their appearance in the public ftreets in that con-
dition, or dia the fame, both Men and Women
together, in private conventicles or houles, which,
if it was winter time, they took care to have well
warmed beforchand.

About the year 1300, a Seft of the fame kind,
called the Turlipins (which word rather feems to
have been a mickname, than a ferious appeilation
of that fe&) made thei- appearance in France,
again declaring themfelves, as well by their ex-
ample as by their words, for ieedom frem ac-
coutrements. 1o thefe the Micards, a century af-
terwards, fucceeded in Germany, who carrving
their opinion on the fan&ity of nakednefs, and
their abhorrence of fuch unhallowed thing as
clotiing, farther than the Adamites had doane, madg
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at all times their appearance in a perfe& ftate of
nature. A certain party of Anabaptifts, adopt-
ing the doltrine of thefe Picards, tried, on the
thirieenth day of February in the year 1535, to
make an excurficn in the ftreets of Amferdam, in
the hallowed ftate we mention ; but the Magiftra=
<y, not taking the joke fo well as they ought to
have done, ufed thefe Adventurers in rather a fe-
yere manner.

In fine, to the inftances of nakednefs we have
juft recited, we ought not to.omit to add that of
Brother Funiperus, a Friar of the Francifcan Or-
der: and the merit of this Friar was the greater
an that, different from the abovementioned parti-
fans of nakednefs, he performed his own pro-
<eflions alone, with great affurance and compofure.

¢ Another time he entered the Town of Vi-
* terbo; and while he ftood within the gate, he
¢ put his breeches on his head, and, his gown
¢ being tied round his geck in the fhape of aload,
¢ he walked through the ftreete of the Tmﬁ'n,
¢ where he fuffered many tricks from the inhabi-
¢ tants ; and ftill in the fame fitnation, he went to
¢ the Convent of the Brothers, who all exclajm-
¢ ed againft him : but he cared little for them, /o
¢ holy was this good little Brother ¥

* Alig vice intravit Fiterbium, & dim effct in portd, fee-
moralibus pofitis in capite, habitu in modum fardeli ligato ad
¢ollum, fic nudus ad plateas ivit civilatis, ubi multas verecun=

Cca
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This account of Brother Tuniperus, is extract-
ed ‘rom the Book called * Of the Conformities™
(De Conformitatibus) or rather from that called the
Alcoran of the Cordelicrs, which is an extralt from
the former : for this Book of the Conformities ex-
ifts, itis faid, no longer; or at leaft only two or
three Ccpies of it are to be come at, in certain .
Libraries, the name of which I have forgotten,
The Book in queftion, which is well known from
o her old Books that mention it, was a compilation
made by Francifcan Monks : the defign of it, be-
files reciting pious Anccdotes relative to the Or-
der, was to inveftigate the conformities between
Jefus Chnift, and their Founder St. Francis;
and the advantage commonly was, in thefe com-
parifons, modeftly given to the latter. After the
period of the Reformation, the Monks of the
Order we fpeak of, became {fomewhat athamed of
the performance, and have fince fucceeded in fup-
prefling it, only two or three copies, as hath been
above obferved, being now left: a Proteftant Mi-
nifter, who procured fight of one of them, has,
in this Century, done the Cordeliers or Francif-
cans the charitable fervice of giving an extraét
frcm the moft remarkable Articles to the World,
under the abcvementioned title of the Alcoran
of the Cord:liers.

“dias pfrpefm eff ;s & nudus ad locum fratrum ivit, oannibus
contra eum clamantibus, ipfo tamen de ws parin cgranie, 160
Jaudius fuit iffe Sratricellus,
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However, thefe flark-naked proceflions pers
formed by the Cynic Philofophers, by the Adam-
ites, the Turlupins, the Picards, and by Brother
- Juniperus, never met, we find, with any great
and lafting countenance from the Public ; and, as
beatings without nakednefs, that is mere baftina.
does, have generally been confidered as being but
dull and unmenitorious aéts of penance, and ac-
cordingly never cxp&riencﬂd any degree of encou-
ragement, fo, nakednefs without beatings, has
been but indifferently prattifed or relifhed, But
when flagellations have been employed, then has
the fcene become cheered and enlivened; then
have Penitents entertained fufficient confciouinefs
of their merit, to continue their exercifes with,
perfeverance and regularity ; then have numerous
converts contributed to perpetuate the practice ;
then have the World thought the affair worth en-
gaging their attention, and public thews, ceremo-
nies, and folemnities, have been inftituted.

Ceremonjes of this kind have, however, been
planned with different fuccefs, by which I mean
with different degrees of ingenuity, among diffe-
rent Nations,

The flagellating Solemnities, for inftance, that
took place in Lacedemon, are not in any degree
intitled to our approbation ; very far from it. The
cruel advantage that was taken ‘in them, of the
filly pride of Boys, to prevail upon them to fuffer



296 THE HISTORY OF [Chap. XXIIL,

tlicmfelves to be cut to pieces, rendered fuch cere-
monies a praflice of really a brutith kind ; and it
is difficult to decide whether there was in them
more inhumanity, or ftupidity. The fame is to
be faid of the Solemnities of a fimilar kind that
were performed among the Thracians.

Lefs exceptionable than thofe juft mentioned
certainly were the ceremonies exhibited by the
Egyptians, and by the Syrian Priefts of Bellona;
fince it 1s evident that no kind whatever of compul-
fion took place in them, in regard to any perfon. -

"T'he fame obfervation is to be made in favour
of the proceflions of modern Flagellants, in which
gvery one has the feourging of his own fkin; and
¢t the fame time it muft be owned that the gal-
lantry and courtfhip paid to the fair Sex, which
fo eminently prevail in thofe proceffions, are cirw
cumftances that greatly recommend them. On
the other hand, the gloomy affe@ation of fan&ity
which is mixed with the feftivity and pageantry of
thofe difciplining folemmities, gives the whole an
air of hypocrify, which is in fome degree difguft-
ing; and the degree of real cruelty with whick
they are attended, cannot but compleat the aver-
fion of fuch perfons as ufe has not reconciled to
the thought of then. |

T he feftival of the Lupercalia that was perform-
ed in Rome, had indecd greatly the advantage of
all the ceremonies of the kind that ever were in-
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ftituted. It really deferved to have been contriv-
ed, or continued, by a People more polite and re-
fined than the Romans, efpecially in early times,
are reprelented to us to have been,

Among other excellencics the Feftival we fpeak
of poflefled, it was performed but once a year,
and only continued a few days: for, ceremonies
of this kind ought to occur but feldom, and be
only of fhort duration: and it was like a fhort
time of Satwrnalia, during which each Sex kindly
exhibited to the fight of the cther thofe perfonal
charms and advantages which they wifely kept hid-
‘den during the reft of the whole vear.

In the fecond place, the real defign of the whole
tranfaction was pretty openly and candidly ac-
knowledged : and if we except the few religious
rites by which the ceremony was begun, which
ferved to give dignity to it, and the notion of the
power of the flaps of the Luperci to render Wo-
men fiuvitful, which ferved to give importance to
the whole folemnity, it was agreed fairly enough
on all fides, thatno more was meant than tempo-
rary paftime and amufement,

In the third place, no cruelty whatever took
place in the performance of the Feftival we fpeak
of, nor was it poffible any thould ; and from the
lightnefs and the breadth of the ftraps which the
Luperci employed, we may judge of their tender

anxioufnefs not to do, through zeal or other caufe,
|

mama
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any injury to the fair objets who made applica-
tion to them.

When one of the three bands of Luperci (out
of which every Man who wanted an excellent
fhape or elegant addrefs, was no doubt irremif-
fibly blackballed) had been let loofe out of the
Temple of the God Pan, and after the coming of
a Lupercus into any particular ftreet had been
announced by the flourifhes of the haut-boys, the
clarinets, the trumpets, kettle-drums, and other
mufical inftruments that were ftationed near the
cntrance of it (for we are abfolutely to fuppofe
that mufic contributed to embellith fo charming a
feftival) fome one of the amiable perfons who
propofed to recejve benefit from the Lupercus’s
fervices, moved out of the croud, and threw her-
felf into his way.

On fight of her, the whole fiercenefs of the
Lupercus became foftened, However kindled his
fpirits might have been by the religious rites by
which the ceremony was begun, by the courfe he
had juit perfnrm::d, and the fight of the multitude
of fpefators who lined the ftreets, whatever in
fhort might be that ftate of fever in which Fef-
tus feems to reprefent him, the februans Lupercus,
at the ﬁght of the lovely creature who obftruéted
his paffage, felt his agitation fucceeded by fenfa-
tions of the moft benevolent {ort.
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So far from cntcrtai.ning defigns of a fevere or _
eruel nature, he fcarcely poflefled fufficient power
to raife his arm, and perform with a faint hand
the office that was expected from him. His bo-
fom was filled with the {fofieft paffions. Intirely
loft in the contemplation of the lovely objeét that
made application to him, already did 'he begin to
have thoughts of employing remedies of a more
obvious and natural kind,—already, forgetting all
Mankind, did he attempt to inclofe her in his
arms ; when the acclamations of the fpeftators
and the fudden explofion of the mufical inftru-
ments, at once recalled him to himfelf; he flew
from the amiable perfon who had thus fo tho-
roughly engaged his attention, and haftened to
other objefts equally amiable, who likewife came
to crave his affiftance. If I was called upon to
give my vote for any ceremony of the kind. here
mentioned, I would give it for the feftival of the
Lupercalia, efpecially with the improvements that
had been made in it about the time of 'Pap‘qu;

lafius, (See p. 94.)



400 THE HISTORY GF {Chap.XXIV,

CHAP. XXIV.

The laft Chapter, in which the Abbe Beileou is
perfonally introduccd : be is of cpinien that
the lower difcpline 1s contrary to deceney,
and the upper difcipline is liable to bring de-
fluxions on the eyes ¥,

C EVERAL Divines, as we have {een,
) have united in blaming the cruel feverny
with which certain perfons uled to wflic dif-

* In order to fupport his opinion concerning
the dangers of difciplines, the Abbé Loileau has
quoted Bartholinus’s treatife De meaico flagrorum
étﬁ.r, and that wrote by John-Henry Meibomius,
a Profeffor at Lubeck, De ufu flagrorum in re ve-
mereé, The fingularity of thefe titles led me to
look into both publications, in order to be abie to
give my opinion about them, and alfo in hope I
might pick a few fafts and quotations to entertain
#he Reader with: but I have been difappointed ;
both Treatifes being as dull unconneéted farragos
as eveg were printed. IFrom Meibomius’s Trea-
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ciplines upon themfelves, by which thole pers
fons afimilated themielves to Idolaters and
Pagans:;; befides, it is well worth obferving
that, by this very feverity, thofe zealous per-

tife, and alfo from Ceelius Rhodiginus’s Book, the
Abb¢ had however borrowed two ftories, which I
at firft intended to infert in this Chapter; but as
I have found them, upon more attentive exami-
nation, to be related 1n no pleafing nor even pro=
bable manner, befides being very long, I have {fct
them afide, contrary to the defign of this Work,
as | have explained it in the Introduftion, which
was to make ufe of and introduce, in the Text, all
the fatts and quotations fcattered in the Abb{'s
Book: I therefore make my apology to the Reader,
for the omiflion.

To the other fa&s thus fupplied by the Abbé’s
Work, I have in this Chapter, conformably to the
promife made at p. 131, added the Abbé’s cwn
expreflions and remarks, not only on account of
their great ingenuity, but alfo in order-that the
prefent final Chapter might be a common conclu-
fion of our refpetive tafks, and that the Abb¢
and me, joining hands again in it, might thus
have an opportumity, as is the cuftom at the end
of Plays, to make our obeifance together, and
wke 2 joint leave of the Public.
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formers of difciplines in the iffue obftruét their
own piety, and defeat their own ends.

In faét; Phylicians and Anatomifts inform
s, that fuch is the fecret, of open; ‘commu-
nication between all partsof the human body,
that it is impoffible to do any material and
contifival kind of inmjury to any, without the
_othet parts being, fooner or later, affec¢ted
by it: hence it follows that thofe perfons who
eéxecute difciplines upon themfelves with the
great {everity we mention, in procefs of time
fall into ferious diftempers of fome kind or
other ; fo that they at length find themielves
difabled from continuing thofe praices by
which they intended to procure the improve-
meént of their morals.

The next and the moft tender parts are, in
the cafes we fpeak of, unavoidably affected
by the confequence of the injury that is this
done to the other parts; and from harfh dif
ciplines repeatedly performed upon the fhoul-
ders, at length arife, at the learned Bartho-
linus obferves, diforders and defluxions on
the eyes. ' '

This inconvenience from the exercifes we
mention, much perplexed Father Greizer,
who, as hath been before obferved, was a great
friend to the practice of difcipline; and in
order to be thoroughly fatisfied on that fub-
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je&, he oneday confulted a Phy(ician, a friend
of his, who partly freed him from his fears,
and partly confirmed them. This Phyfician
made anfwer, that difciplines executed on the
fhoulders, when performed with moderation,
were perfectly harmlefs with refpeét to the eye-
fight; but then he abfolutely avoided giving
any fuch opinion in regard to thofe which were
performed in a harfh or cruel manner. The
following is the oracle which the Phyfician in
queftion delivered.

¢ The vulgar opinion, that lathes, applied
to the back, are apt to hurt the eyes, is not
well grounded. It is true that the great
lofs of blood injures the brain, and confe-
quently the eyes, which are called by fome
the fprouts of it; and this it effeés by the
diminution it caufes of the vital hear, But
there does not arife from difciplines, fuch a
great lofs of blood as that the brain may
thereby fuffer any confiderable deperdition
of its heat: on-the contrary; fince {carifica-
tions on the back are oftén employed with
fuccefs for the cure of diforders in the eyes,
why fhould bad confequences to them ke
feared from a few firipes ? Thofe therefore
alone who are of a weakly habit of body
the exercife in queftion can hurt, but not
perfons . of a good condtitution; and when
difciplines are {fo moderately inflicted as to

Dd
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¢ caufe no lofs of blood, and barely to affect
¢ the cclour of the fkin, no detriment cer-
¢ tainly ought to be feared from them.” Such
was the decifion of this excellent Phyfician,
and to it Father Gretzer adds that he willing-
}y and readily fubfcribes #,

All phyficians, however, have not agreed -
with him whole authority we have juft quoted.
Some have delivered different opinions con-
cerning the harmleflnefs of difcipline with re-
{pect to the eyes; and whether it was that the
Capuchin Friars thought the advice of thefe
Jatter of greateft weight, or that they intended
their zeal fhould be wunreftrained by any ap-
prehenfion, they have adopted the ufe of the
lower difeipline ; and the generality of Nuns
have done the fame, from the like intention
of fecuring their eye fight. Determined there--
to by the advice of able Phyficians and pious
perfons, they have given up the method of
- flagellating themfelves on their fhoulders, in
order to belabour and flath their loins and pof-
teriors with knotted {mall cords and hardened

rods .

¥ ... ad cusus fententiam, meam libens volen/~
gque adjungo. :

+ Quippecum ed de caufa Capucini, multeque Mo~
niales, virorum Medicorum ac piorum hominum con-
Silio, afcefim flagellandi furfum humeros reliquerint, us
Sfibi nates lumbofque firient afperatis Virgis, ac nodgfis.
funiculis conferibillent,
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But while the perfons we fpeak of have en-
deavoured to prevent dangers of one kind,
they have incurred others which are ftill worfe.
By moft of the antient Monaftic Rules, reli-
gious perfons were forbidden to infpelt any
part of their. naked bodies, for fear of the
wicked thoughts to which fuch indulgence
might give rife : now, how is it poffible for
perfons who ftrip intirely naked, in order to
take difcipline, to help, however great their
piety may be, having a fight of thole parts of
themfelves which they have been direfled ne-
ver to look on? How can Nuns avoid, in thofe
inftants, having at leaft a glance of thofe ex-
cellent beauties * which they are forbidden to

¥ Io, bo, Mnfieur I 4bbé! How come you to
be fo well acquainted with beauties of the kind
you mention here, and to fpeak of them in fo po-
fitive a manner ! For, the Reader muft not think
I here lend any expreffions to the Abbé which are
not his own : Num probrofum ({ays he), fol: offen-
dere lumbos & femora juvemlia, excellonti formeé,
quamvis rveligionis honeflate confecrata 2 T his Mon-
fiewr PAbbé, for his excurfion upon objeéts and
beauties which, one fhould have thought, lie out
of his province, richly deferves a leture of the
fame kind with that which Parfon Adams received
{rom Lady Booby, when he ventured to expatiate,

Dd 2



406 THE HISTORY OF [Chap. XXIV.

furvey, and which they thus imprudently ex-
pofe to the light of the Sun? By fubftituting
one kind of difcipline to the other, religious
perfons have, I am afraid, only laid themfelves
open, as hath been above obferved, to dangers
of a ftill worle nature than thofe they meant
to avoid, and have perhaps only fallen from
Charybdis into Scylla +~.

in her Ladyfthip’s prefence, on the beauties of
Fanny.

+ Thefe dangers arifing from felf-examination
I do not allow myfelf to call in queftion ; fince,
befides the Abbé Boileau, the Framers of Mo-
naftic Rules have taken notice of them; and in-
deed I find Brantome has entertained thoughts of
the fame kind ; and many faéts are to be found in
that Chapter of his which he has intitled Of Sight
in Love, that fully confirm the above obfervations.
But befides thefe ferious dangers into which a too
curious cxamination of one’s-felf may lead, there
are others very well worth mentioning: I mean
to fpeak of the adts of pride, vanity, felf-admira-~
tion and complacency, to which the above curio-
fity may give rife. Vanity and a difpofition to
admire one’s-felf, are difpofitions that are but too
general among Mankind; and there is hardly a
time in life at which we may be faid to be perfedt-
I:r cured of fuch worldly affeftions. On this _0-:'.'“
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Neither, if fuch difciplines cannot be per-
formed in fecret without danger, is it very pru-

cafion I fhall produce the following anecdote,
which is related by Brantome.

A certain Lady, who had been very handfome,
and now was fomewhat advanced in years, would
no longer look at her face in the looking-glafs,
for fear of dilcovering fome new injury time might
have done to it; but fhe ufed to furvey the other
parts of her body, andthen, fuddenly attuated by
the worldly vanity we {peak of, fhe exclaimed,
“ God be thanked, here I do not grow old” (je
ne wieillis point.)

Thefe dangers of a too curious examination of
one’s own perfon, are extremely well exprefled by
Ovid, in that part of his Metamorphofis where -
he defcribes Narciflus fitting near that clear filver
fountaih in which he coptemplated himfelf:

Fons erat illimis, nitidis argenteus undis.
And the Poet relates, ina very lively manner, the
aftonithment of the Youth, at the fight of, as he
thought, his own charms and perfetions.
.« « . Vi@ correptus imagine forma
Adftupet 1pfe fibi.

That unexperienced Nuns fhould be led, by
their difciplines, into faults of a fimilar kind, are
therefore very natural apprehenfions. Being tho-
roughly engaged in the contemplation of thofle
beauties which they expofe to light, it is no won-

7
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dent to execute them in the prefence of wita
nefles. Tertullian obferves, that * Nature has
< made either fear or fhame, the attendants of
¢ every evil aétion.” Now, if we judge from
this rule, we fhall become convinced of the
truth of the obfervations we are making here.
In fact, what Man or Woman could, without
fear or fhame, execute a lower dilcipliné in
company with other perfons? who could
without reluctance firk their loins and polte-
riors with rods, on an exalted place, and in
the middle of a numerous Affembly of Peo-
ple? who could thus undauntedly expole their
nakednefs to the rays of the Sun, and to the
eyes of a multitude of Speétators * 2 |

der that all their thoughts of a religious kind
fhould vanifth : and they even may very well in
the iflue, inchanted as they are by what they are
beholding, intirely forget and negleét thofe pious
exercifes which they have purpofely retired to
thcir cell to perform.

Quid turpius excogitari potefl, fivi vire fivé fe-

mine, -gr.fﬂm lumbis & femoribus ad radios Solis
apertis, feipfum diverberare? . ... Duis in cdito
&3 aperto loco, p!fms comitiis, in confpeliu hominum,
lumbas ua!{,@m Virgis cadere non pertimefeat 2

This exhibition of nakednefs to ‘the rays of the
Sun, the Poet Lafontaine obferves, is only fit for
the New World. He exprefles this opinion in
that Tale which has been above quoted, Zke Pair
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of Spectacles, when he attempts to exprefs the ob-
jeéts which the Nuns exhibited to the fight of
each other, and of the Abbefs: *¢ Niggardly and
¢¢ pround charms, which the Sun is allowed to fee
¢ only in the New World, for this does not thew
“ them to him.” :

chiches & fiers appas

Que le Soleil ne voii qu’ar nouvean meonde,
Car celui-ci ne les luz montie pas.

However, notwithftanding the opinion of the
.~ Poet La‘ontaine, it feems that an exhibition of
$harms and attrations, even fuperior to what takes
place in the New Werld, is common in Ruffia;
which is certainly a part of our Old World: the
Reader may fee in the accounts given by Travel-
lers, that individuals of both Sexes, after fome
ftay in the hot-baths and ftoves in ufe in that
Country, will rufh out promifcuoufly together,
ftark-naked, playing, and delightfully rolhng them-
felves in the fnow. If Ruffia had been more vi-
fited by Travellers in the times of Cardinals Da-
mian and Pullus, thefe two great Promoters of
nzkednefs would have been f{upplied with fals
much to the advantage of their doétrine.
Bartholinus too, from theaccounts of the{fame
Travellers would have been fupplied with excel-
lent materials for compofing his abovementioned
Treatife, On the phyfical ufe of Flagellations. The
Abbé Dauteroche, one of the lateft Travellers
who have publifhed an account of Ruffia, where
he went to obferve the tranfit of Venus, gives 2
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fomewhat accurate defcription of the baths and
floves we mention. The heatis commonly carried
in them to fo high a degree as the fiftieth of Reau-
mur’s fcale (which anfwer to the 13oth of Fah-
renheit’s ; the greateft fummer heat in England
icldom furpafles, or even reaches, 80) a fuffocat-
ing fteam 1is raifed by throwing plenty of water
upon ftones kept conftantly red hot; and, in or-
der to carry the agitation of the blood {till farther,
flageMations are applied to: a bundle of birchen
twigs, with the leaves on, which being dry are
foon ftripped off, is as conftant a part of the bath-
ing implements and furniture, as a handkerchief
or a towel. All thefe different operations being
fulfilled, the bathers, as is above faid, rufh out
into the external air, fometimes ten, or even twenty
degrees colder than it was in this Country in the
year 1740, and roll themfelves in the {now, or
jump into water through holes made in the ice:
Thefe are certainly furprifing inflances of what
the human body may be brought to bear; much
‘more remarkable than thofe that have been before
mentioned ; and the boxes of Buckhorfe, the
Chinefe baftinadoes, and the flagellations of the
Italian and Spanifh difciplinants, are nothing in
comparifon to it. But, for a farther account of
the Ruflian ftoves, and of the trial the Abbé Dau-
teroche had the curiofity to make of them, as well
as of the unexpeéted and unwelcome entertain-
“ment he received, I muft refer the Reader to the
Work itfelf he has publifhed.
] R A BRME Besi -
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jBBGTS, poflefs an unli-
mited power of impoling
difciplines on their Monks, 135,
139. Trick played by a cer-
tain Abbot to his Monks, 143,
+ & feg. Are not refpetted by
their Monks in proportion to
their great power over them,
154, & feqg. An explanation
of the common faying, they
nuait for him as Monks da for their
Abbot. ibid. See Priors.
Abelard, the great pains he
takes for the inftruction of He-
loifa, 23¢, 236. His lettersto
her, quoted, 236, 243.
Adamites, mentioned by St,
Auftin, what feét they were,
2.
agffdana': (Parfon), propofed as
a pattern of gallantry and pro-
r behaviour, 294. Receives
a leture from a Lady, which
he delerves, 4os.
. Adbelm, an Englifh Saint, the
kind of mortification he recom-
mends to young women, 246.
Adriafeny, alias  Adrianfen
(Cornelius), what kind of pe-

nance he impofes upen his fe-
male penitents, 237. A far-
ther account of him, 234. Is
the inventor, or at leaft the
promoter, of the Cormelian dif-
cipline, 235.

Adrian 1. (Pope) occupied
the Holy Chair in the year 772,
and forbids Confeflors to beat
their penitents, 2zg.

Agyptians, an account of
their religious ceremonies and
flagellations, 8. ;

Ajax Maftigophoros, a Tra-
gedy of Sophocles, aremarka-
ble paflage in it, quoted, ¢4.

Aleoran of the CDfdafiers,
what Book, 194.

Amorons Hiftory of Gauls,
quoted, 34z.

Anabaptifis, a ﬂ_pious expedi=
tion and proceffion of theirs,
SQEf'méarim of the Eaft, ace
counts of their felf-mortificas
tions, 112, &5 feq.

Anthony (St.) 1s the Inftitu-
tor of Monaftical Life, 127.
Frequent vifits he receives from
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the Devil, and the different
treatments he experiences from
him, 125, 127,

Apuleing, quoted, 86.

Anulus Gelliws, quoted, 149-

Auflin (5t.) his remarkable
advice to the Tribune Marcelli-
nus, concerning Herertics, 133.

Auguffus, is faid to have fub-
j;&ed the Romans to his whip,

':-

v B.

Baftinadees, are but incom-
plete acts of penance, 224, 395.

Baih (Knights of the) at the
time of their inftallation are to
receive admonitions from the
Mafter Cook of the Sovereign,
180.

Bernardinns de Buitis, a fer-
mon of his quoted, 31e.

Bernard’sus of Sienna,inwhat

manner he receives the advan-
ces of a Lady, 263. Is nota
fit model for ordinary perfons
to imitate, 294, 267.

Bifbops, are invelted, in the
earlieft times, with a power of
flagellation over their flock,
132, &F foq. X

Beilean (the Abbej fpecimens
of his Latin, 232, 263. perfon-
ally introduced, 408. repri-
manded, 405.

Fal J:gérﬂéf (Lnrd) writes
Minifterial difpatches on the
pofteriors of his Miitrefs, 285.

Bonner, Bilhop of London,
his method of informing Here-
ticks, 2¢8. .

B.fsnMagifiratesand Seledt-
men ferved with a flagellation,
273, &9 fig.

NL Db Ei- X

Bottom, a, a boxing techni-
cal expreffion; its meaning,
386.

Brantome, quoted, 173, 176,
178, 239, 407.

Pridget, a holy Nun, {fets
both 5t. Chryfoftom and St.
Autftin right, by means of avi-
fion fhe has, 107.
~ Buchanan, his flagellatory
jokes, 160.

Buckborfe, his prowefs, 38 5-

Buffoon (a Court) in Spain,
his witticifm at the expence of
the Queen, and flagellatory re-
ward for the fame, 178.

Buraet, quoted, 259, 2067,

Buxtorf; his Judaic Syna-
gogue quoted, 35, 56.

ci

Calizula (the Emperor)  his
expedients for filencing thoie
who made a noife near him in
the Theatre, 266. -

Calot, the celebrated Ena
graver, mentioned, 127.

Caaillac (the Marquis of)
falls in love with Margaret,
Queen of Navarre, on fight of
heér fine arm, 26g. . w

Canon (an Englifh) Dean of
the Church of Rheims, beltows
a found admonition and difci-
pline on the Bifhop of Chalons,
151, 152, Thanks given him
by the latter, b4

Capiives, the treatment they
experienced from their Con-
querors, in antient times, §3,
545 2635,

Capuchin Friars, declare for
the ufe of the lower difcipling,
21, 404. Charitable ofter of
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opne to a young woman, 188.
His fuccefs in that affair, ib d

Cechald (the widow) refo-
lutely performs the hundred
years penance, 221, '

Celsbrated Caufes (the Collec-
tion of) quoted, 231.

Cerebrofus (the Monk) op-
}:mﬁ:s the practice of felf-flagel-

ation, and writes againit Car-
dinal Damian on that fubjeét,
212,

Cerwvantes, quoted, 2g5. Has
thrown a great light on the
fubjeét of flagellations, 323.

Chantprd (the Monk) runs
the grantlope through the
whole tribe of Devils, for his
having refufed to praclice felf-
flagellation while he was alive,
302.

China, baftinadoes fubmitted
to for money, 386.

Chriffians, did not, at the
time of the firlt eftablifhment
of Chriftianity, adopt the ufe
of voluntary flagellations, 39,
&' feg. Nor do they feem to
have practifed them in the times
which 1mmediately followed
that period, 102, &5 ffg. Have
confeflfedly imitated {everal
practices trom the antient Pa-
gans, 100, 101. The time at
which the ufe of voluntary dif-
ciplines, evidently appears to
have become univerfally receiv-
ed among them, 192, & /.
201, & feq. Voluntary flagel-
lations have never been {o com-
monly practifed among the
Eaftern, as among the Weftern
Chriftians, 123, Difference in
the notions of thefe two Sedls,
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with refpect to fuch practices,
362, &' fig. A crimination of
the Greek or Eaftern Chriftians,
againift the Latin or Weitern
Chriftians, 25o.

Clurehy how ftrictly adheres
to its forms and ritwal, 2¢4.

Churchill (Mifs Arabella) daz-
zles his Royal Highnefs the
Dukeof York; by what means,

286.

Cicera, quoted, 5g, So.

Claudins (the Emperor) jokes
of his buffoons with him, 5.

Clergy, it is a facrilege to
beat one of the Clergy, 228.
Exception to that rule, ib:.
Surprifing licence that prevail-
ed among them at a certain pe-
riod, 316.

Climax (St. John) examina-
tion of a paflage in his Book,
121, 122, Thetruer meaning
of this paffage, 365.

Clepinel (the Poet) his cafe
hinted at, 268. Farther ac-
count of him, 332,&5 frg. His
witticiim at the expence of the
Fair Sex, 333; the fen'eice
paffed upon him on that occa-
fion by the Court Ladies, and
his lucky efcape. 4.

Cotb ng-loard, an inflrument.
cn board fhips, 2q2.

Cvbler, a remarkable adven-
ture of an Arabian Cobler,
200. -

Column (the), to which Je-
fus Chrift was faiiened, the in-
fcription put afrerwards upon
it, 103. I'rue meaning of that
infeription, 10g. :

"Commodus (the Emperor), 2
law of his to prevent the cheats

E¢3
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of the Priefts of Bellona, in
Syria, 87, 88,

Confyffors.  Their great -
fluence over their penitents,
and the reafon of it, 21, 22.
Aflume a power of beating
their penitents, 2:7. Are for-
bidden by Pope Adrian I. to do
fo, 229. Ingenious penances
impofed by fome of them, 230,
& rq. Dangers of their pro-
feflion, 243, & feg. Advice
given them by St. Charles Bor-
romeo, 24¢. Their fituation
with refpect to decorum, ibid.
The expedients contrived by
fome among them, 216, 24%.

Conformities (the Book of the)
a farrago of fuperftitious trafh;
an account of the book, 394.

Cornelia Juliana, a Holy Nun,
gives the Devil his due, 3oz,

Cornelian difcipline defined,
235. See Difcipline,
 Corelier, a Doctor of the Sor-
bonne, his Monuments of the
Greek Church quoted, 250.

Coxcomb, a Ruflian: how
chaftifed by a fet of Ladies,
334, 8 Jig.

Crofton (Zachary), a Reve-
rend Divine, and a propagator
of Cornelian flagellations in
this Country, 237. Farther
account of him, 238.

Cuifire, aflagellator in a pub-
lic'School ; the original mean-
ing of theword, 18q.

Curate (a French), animad-
verts npon the Abbe Boileau
for his depreciating the lower
difcipline, 120.

. Cynie Philofophers, great par-
tifans of nakedoefs, 331,

N D E X‘!
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Dacier (Monf.) a very learn-
ed man in all témtﬁl‘efatea to
antiquity, quoted, gb.

I;}rgniw-;l heir to the Crown
of France in the year ¢26, or-
ders a correftion to be inflicted
upon his preceptor, 74,75,

Damian (the Cardinal) the
great Patron of Flagellations,
192, 201, & fe7. Declares free-
dom from accoutrements the
beft ftate, for performing fuch
pious exereifes, 223. A con-
vincing argument of his on the
fubject, quoted, 389.

D’ Auney (Madame),aFrench
Lady of quality, her Journey
into Spain gquoted, 375, 377,
"ﬁ;r
?" D" Arbriffl(Robert), lies with,
young women by way of mor-
tification, 246.

Dauteroche (Abb: Chappe),
his Journey to Siberia quoted,
4c9, 410.

Denmark, flagellations are not
unknown in that Country, and
are even fometimes performed
at Court, 291.

Dewil (the), makes it a com-
mon practice to flagellate Saints,
125, & fig. A holy Nun at latt
proves an overmatch for him,

o5
] }}iﬁfpfimm‘s. See Flagellants.

Difeiplinesthe different mean-
ings of that word, 19. The
great variety of iaftruments
ufed for infliCting them. 226.
The Cornelian difcipline, what
it is, 233. The upper and
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Tower difciplines defined, 21.
The lower difcipline is practifed
by a number of Saints of both
Sexes, 120. The dangers of
thefe two kinds of difeiplines,
400, &g _{fq See Loawer Difii-
pliie. oluntary difciplines,
fee Poluntary Flagellations.

Dominic the Cuirafled, a He-
ro in the career of felf-flagella-
tion, 203, & foq.

D« Cange, his Gloffary,
quoted, 142, 130, 200,
© E.

Ed:yf, the familiar manner
in which its inhabitants treated
the ftatue of the Emperor
Conftantine, 288.

Edmund (St.) Archbithop of
Canterbury, a great inftance of
his virtue, while he purfues his
ftudies in Paris, 262,

Elizabeth (Queen), no lover
of formality in giving tokens
of her difpleafure, rgo. Seems
to have uled peculiar methods
for rendering her Minifters
what they ought to be, 343,
344

Emprefs, the, wife to Jufti-
nian II. is threatened with a fla-
gellation by the great Eunuch,
173s

Engincer, an, of the Town
of Elza, an officious miftake of
his, and atonement for the
fame, 149, 150.

Efex (the Barl of) his letter
to Queen Elizabeth, quoted,

33

of thefe Hereticks, 360.

415
F.

Falirs, their aftonifhing pe-
nances, which are well-afcer-
tained facts, render every ace
count of that kind credible,
115, 206. Dialogue between
one and a 'Turk, quoted from
M. de Voliaire, 207.

Fathers, antient Greek and
Latin, are their expreflions a-
bout felf-fcourgings and beat-
ings to be taken in a literal
fenfe? 122, 123.

Fielding, quoted, 294, 376.

Fiagellants, the formation of
their proceffions, 345, & fég.
‘The fuccefs they met with in
different Countries, 350. De-
feription of one of their itine-
rant proceflions in Germany,
351, & fg. Their eftablifhe
ment and firlt fuccels in France,
355, 372, & feq. are there dif-
countenanced atlaft, 373.Their
fraternities muft be diftinguifh-
ed from the felt of Hereticks,
cailed Flapellants, 368, Account
Ac-
count of thefe fraternities, 370,
& feg. Are, as it were, natd-
ralifed in Ttalv and Spain, 374.
Manner in which they perform
thefe proceflions-in Spain, 374,
€5 fog. In Italy, 382, &5 feqs
Real cruelty of thefe F!ageq-
lants upon themfelves, 384,

Bs.
: .%‘"fageffar;‘:{g fanaticifm, a kind
of, feems to have taken place
fn England about the time of
the Rebellion, ;40. Proofs gf
at, ibid,

KEej
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Flecellationi, are either of a
voluntary, or a correftive, or
a ree munendatory kind. Vo-
lun:a y flagellations were in ufe
amorg molt Nations of Anti-
quity, 79, & frg. Were un-
known, 1t fecms, to the firft
Chriftians, ioz. Were not

refcribed to religious perfons
by the firft Founders of & onaf-
tic @rders, 1:8. Conjeftures
about the times in4avhich they
grew into ufe among Chrifti-
apns, 192, aud fig. Thetime at
which they carmainly became
upiverfally vfed among them,
201, & jey. Cruelty  with
which they are performed, z03,
E-"'J_)'?;;-'. 184,89 fig. Incredible and
fuperftitious flories contrived to
recommend them, 299, & /-

Fiare lations (corrective) their
ufe is known from the earlieft
times, 1. Areuled asameans
of procuring viftory in war,
52. by Mafiers over their
tlaves ; great power of Mal-
ters in Home in that refpedt, 57,
& feg. Both in antient and
modern times by Schoel mai-
ters, 71, & f£q. by Judges 5.
by Ladies to correct mifbeha-
viour, 3ic, & fg. Are ufeful
to d:fear captious arguments,
To reward fatires or
hon-mots, 17, 158, 28, &
S+ The check thofe who be-
iray the fecrets of others, 268,
€' fog. To Teprefs competi-
ters, 277. To confute herefy,
2¢®,  Are. in modern times,
uled in Seraglios, 1y2. 1n the
palaces 'of the weflern Sove-
reigns, 173, & feg. in Monaf

177
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teries, and the rites with which
they are performed there,
131, &9 /6g. 180.

Llagellations (jocular) per-
formed as a paftime, g6, g7,
230, 240, 241,

Flagellarions (recommendatos
ry) 162, & feq.

Flagellations (in general) are
undergone by Sovereigns and
Great Men, 265. Are ferved
by Emperors with their ownt
hands, #bid. Are uleful to
make one’s fortune, 267. To
acquire reputation, ibid, Are
very proper toenliven and em-
bellith public feftivals, 395.
Are capable of being perform-
ed with much graecfulnefs,
375, 376. The mofl comfort-
able manner to receive them,
z;g. Their glory completed,
2 L
q.ﬁ-:.rwfs (8t.) his ftigmats, a
centrivance of his, 109. Is
flagellated by the Devil the very
ﬁrﬁ night after his arrival at
Rome, 126. .

Freiars, miracle effeCted by
one, 1:8, & fig. Contrivance
of certain Friars in Catalonia,
247. See Monks.

Fulk Grifegonelle,an account
of the penance he performs,

39Le
G.

Gay quoted,. -,

Gelafins (Pope), puts an end
to the feftival of the Luperca-
lia, g1. Improvements that
Lad been made in it in his time,
i i
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Gerald (Sylvefter) his /tivera-
rium Cambrie, quoted, 317.

Gilblas, quoted, 78.

Girard (Father), inflicts Cor-
nelian difciplines on Mifs Ca-
diere, 23%.

Gerund de Campazas, a Spa-
nifh Novel, quoted, 293, 37G.

Goddeffés, weapons with which
the Antients fupplied them, 6o,
310

Grerxer ( Father), a ftrenuous
promoter of flagellations, 44,
45. His confultation of a Phy-
fician recited, 402, 401.

Gymuofophiffs, or naked Sages,
391.

H.

Heloifa. 'The friendfhip of
Abelard to her, 236, 243.

Henry Il of England, re-
ceives a correftion from the

Church, 251, 252,

 Henry 111, of France, inlifts
as a Brother in a fraternity of
Difciplinants, 356, & jeg. 372.

Hemy 1V. of France, receives
likewife a correction from the
Church, 253. The great in-
dulgence with which he 1s treat-
ed on that occafion, 254, 255.

Hermits, what kind of men
they are, 115. No better than
‘common Friars; ftory of one,
f&;ﬂri

Herodote ( Apologie pour), an ac-
= countof the Book, 128. Again
quoted, 247, 315.

erodotus, quoted, 8s.

Hpeden (the Reftor ot), acci-
dent that happened to his Con-
cubing, 317. .

417

Hpe (Cape of Good),. in
what manner fires are prevent-
ed there, 2ga2.

Horace, quoted, 25, ¢z, 6,
By I, 285

g:fmﬁéms, quoted, 327, 339,
S

Hume (Mr.) quoted, 25q.

Hufbards corrected by their
Wives, 339. The fubjeét is
extenfive and deep, and re-
quires a Treatife apart, 340.

Ii

Fanes 1. flagellated by his
Preceptor, 160,

Fames 1. dazzled by Mifs
Aé'abella Churchill’s pofteriors,
266,

ferom (St.) his obfervations
on the epitaph of the widow
Marceila, quoted, g4. His ex-
hortation to Sabinus, 109. Does
not feem to have praétifed any
beatings upon himfelf, other-
wile than with his fifts, 110,
Fired with an ardent defire of
acquiring the ftyle of Cicero,
111. Fuftigated for that rea-
fon by the Angels before the
Tribunal of God, 4.

Fefuit, a Reverend Father
Jefuit acts as an agent from
Philip II. of Spain, to perfuide
a Princefs of the Auitrian
Houfe to marry him, 176. The
eloquence of the Father. ibid,
He only draws in the iffue a fla-
gellation upon himfelf, 177, Is
ferved with it in the kitchen,
177, 187. :

Fefuirs, their regularity in in-
flicting flagellations, 16z, Ex-.

Le g
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ec'leat Latin diltich made at
the expence of the fociety by
one of their School-boys, 162.

ews (the antient) made not
fe f-flagellations part of their
religious worfhip, 27, & fig.
The impartialitv fhewn to both
fexes among them, 30. The
modern Jews adopt the prac-
tice of voluntary flagellations,
35, A defcription of their
manner of performing them,
35, & fig. Coercive flagella-
tions were known among them,
2%, 28 The number of the
blows was fixed by the Law of
Mofes at forty, 30,

Innce.nts (the day of the), a
day of great retribution and
juilice, 528, & jeg. Giving the
dnnccents is an antient as well as
ingenious cultom, 330, 331.

dtaly. Procefions of Difci-
plinants are much in vogue in
that Country, 361. The pa-
geantry and feftivity by which
they are accompanied, 381, &

2q.
fi_‘i’u!izr of Gonzaga, abomi-
nable 2t of ingratitude and
vanity of thatwoman, 27ir.

Funiperus (Brother), a great
partifan of nakednefs, 393. His
puablic entrance into the town
-of Viterbo, and noble carriage
as well as fandtity on that occa-
fion, 5.4

Fuftun, quioted, g1,

Fuflira (the Monk of St.)
his Chronicle quoted, 346, &

B
i Fuwvenal, his {ingular expref-
fin with refpeét to Auguitus,
6o. His account of the cruel
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wantonnefs of Roman Miftreilza
with their flaves, 67, & feg.
The feftival of the Lupercalia
alluded to by him, g1.

E.

Kennet (Bithop), his Chroni~
cle, quoted, 257,

Kitehen (the), is the appros
priated place for flagellations
in the Palaces of the Weftern
Kings and great Men, 185;
Advantages of the place, ibid.
The great {hare the people of
the kitcl;m bore ilr: d?riqer
times in fupporting the dignt;
ufKings,lglg. Fa%thtrreﬁiai‘tyk
on the importance of the peo-
ple of the kitchen, 191. Their
laudable zeal in affifting their
Malfters, 190, 19i. -

Kolben, his defcription of the
Cape of Good Hope, quoted,
2g2.

L.

Labar (Father), his travels
into Spain and Italy quoted,

2.
. Lacedemon.  Flagellating fo-
lemnities that took place there,
70, &9 feg.  Are defcribed, or
aliuded to, by Cicero, Plutarch,
Lucian, Seneca, &c.bid. Are
ftill in ufe in the times of Ter-
tullian, 83. It is dithecult to
fay whether there was more in-
bumanity or ftupidity in thefe
proceffions, 395.

Ladies have an abhorrence to
cruelty, even in their acts of
revenge, 320. Neither do they
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intirely everlook offences; re-
markable inttances of both their
g:ited relentment and merci-

Inefs, 321, &5 fog.  Aimate-
]éjgam:ﬂ in all their aftions, 320,
€= jeg. The fingular power of
the graces to engage their at-
teation, 376. Have a right to
flagellate their Hufbands, 339,
340.

. Lady (a great), mentioned
by Brantome; the remarkable
entertainments and feftivity
that took place in her houle.
2309, &5 feq. %

, celot du Lac, the Knight,
his Hiftory quoted, 218, 220,

Lafontainc, the Poet, quoted,
2116, 196, 243, 322, 400.;

Law (the ftudy of the), what
isﬁ necellary to fucceed in it,
28 2. ;

Lazare (the Fathers of), their
{feminary ; the excellent initi-
tution it was, 162, The ex-
tenfivenefs of their operations,
163, 164. ‘Their icrupulous
exactnels in pei forming their
engagements, :4/4. The occa-
fion of their feminary being a-
bolifhed, 16¢, 166.

Lazarile de Tormes, the
notorious Spanifh Cheat ; how
punifhed by bhis four Wives,

27.
: Legend (Golden), a farrago
of Monkifh ftories compiled by
Facobus de Foragine, 115. Again
quoted, 1g1.

Lewss XI. of France; the
rafcally turn of his devotion,
207.

Liancourt l:thE Lad}r ‘Df}, AC=
sount of this Lady; her com-

419

tition with the Marchionefs
of Trefnel, 298, Is worlted

dn the iflue, -28o.

Libaniui, the Sophift, quoted,
288.

Liwenil (Mademoifelle de), a
Maid of Honour to the Queen
of Fraoce, 173, t74..; The
misfortune that befalis her, ibid.

Loawer difcipline defined, 21.
Is adopted by Capuchin Friars

and the whole Tribe of Nuus,

21, 404. Were not unknown
to the Greeks and Romans,
287. Are known in France,
288. In Italy, #bid. Among
the Perfians, 289. The Turks,
ibide. The Chinefe, ibid. ‘The
Arabs, 2go. In Denmark, zg1,
Ameong the Dutch, 292. InPo-
land, 179, 29z. In England,

#bid. In Spain, 293. A few

remarks on their propriety,
460, & . '

Loyola (Ignatius of), gets
himfelf whipt at School, g8.

Lucian, quoted, 24, 81, 82,
g6, 319.

Lupercalia, account of that
feftival, go, €' fog. It is con-
tinued to very late times, 93,
Is greatly improved, g4. An
attempt to revive it, 241. A
farther defcription of it, 366,
L9 fig. Had vaftly the advan-
tage of all the feftivals of the
like kind, contrived by other
nations, ibid.

M,

Margaret, Queen of Navarre,
attempts to make herfelf Mif-

trefs of the Town of Agen,
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269. Is forced tofly on horfe-
back with the utmoft hurry and
expedition, sbid. The confe-
quenees of it, ibid.

Maflers in Rome; the great
power they poflefled over their
flaves, 7. To what degree
they abuled it, ¢7, & £¢. In-
ftances of this abufe, 61, 66,
& jeg. Provifions made by the
Emperors to reftrain them, 6q,
=o; and by the Curch, 61, 7o.
o Marlborongb (the great I'uke
of), to what he owed his firft
advancement, 286.

Matbew (Brother), the godly
perfonage he was, 262. The
teture  he beftows upﬂf'gl a

oung Lady who pays a vilit to
}lr?;im %n hiir hed,fgj. Ought
not to be imitated, except b
verfons who poflefs as muc
iandtity as him, 294, 297.

Menagiana quoted, 253,

. Menas, aSpanifh Friar, does
not keep his word to his female

nitents, 240.

Middleton, his Letter from
Rome quoted, 87, 318, 381.

Mo, how ferves Salluft the
Hiftorian, who had meddled
with his Wife, 6.

Aliltos quoted, 138.

Mind (the human), how va-
riable and fantaftick in her opi-
nions, 281. Singular inftance
of it, 281, &' feq. 287, & g,

Miférere, or gift Plalm, the
finging of it particularly ufed
to enliven ag well as regulate
the time of religious flagella-
tion among Chrittians, 32,371,

Alifrefes in Rome; the abufe
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they made of their power over
their female flaves. See Maflers.

Molefworth (Lord), his de-
feription of a hunting match at
the Court of Denmark, 2gr.

Molly Mog, the fong made
to her honour by Gay, 77.

Moliere quoted, 20, g9, 200,
. Monaflic Orders; by whom
firft inftituted, 118.

M:nafleries : voluntary difci-
plines were not in ufe in them,
in the times of their firft foun-
dation, 118, &5 fg.

Monks, receive frequent dif=
ciplines from their Abbots,
13¢, & f7g. Cafes in which
fuch difciplines ought to be in-
fli¢ted on them, iéd. Do not
much refpect their Abbet, not-
withftanding his power of fla-
gellationy 154, & fog. An ex-
planation of this fingularity,
ibid. Great lovers of enter-
tainments, 142. Accountofa
treat given by one to lome o«
thers, 142, 144, after reckon-
ing for the fame, 14§, 146.
The remarkable zeal of one
againft adultery, 138. The
great zeal of another in vindi-
cating the horour of the Vir-
gin, 310, 311. The wager
made by a certain Monk, 314.
comes off winner, 315. See
FEriars.

Msre (Chancellor), adopts
the opinion of the ufefulneis of

 flagellations for converting He-

reticks, 25g.

Munfon (Lord), chaftifed by
his Lady, 339. Farther account
of him, 340.
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Nakednefs is thought by fome
to poflefs, of itfelf, a degree
of fanttity, 391, & fog. Ac-
count of feveral of its practi-
tioners, ibid. The firong ar-
guments of Cardinal Damian
in its favour, 38g. Is after all
but an incomplete act of pe-
nance, 394.

Nazarre (the Tales of the
Queen of), quoted, 188, 330,

I
331‘&::;, their confinement and
amorous vilions, 107,
Settled days on which'they are
to infliét dilciplines upon them-
{elves, 120, 121. Powerofthe
Abbefs to inflict dilciplines up-
on them, 167, & feg. Cafesin
which fhe is direfted to ule that
_power, zbid. The {pirited man-
ner in which certain Nuns af-
fert the honour of their Con-
vent, 322, J jrg.

Q.

Orbilius (the flogging), 71,
160.

Owid, his advice to Lovers,
341. Again quoted, 407.

F.

Pﬂ'rffrs%bf: {St] affords an in-
ftance of veluntary difcipline,
in early times, 198.

Pauvillon, his verfes to the
praife of Iris’s Bum, 286.

Penance, or Pepitence, is a
Sacrament among Catholicks,
22; its effentials, fbid. The
hundred years penance, what
itis, 203, & fig. Ilsfometimes

1e8.
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performed in twenty days, ibid
Was buta trifle for Rodolph of
Eugubio,and Dominic the Cui-
rafled, /bid. The Widow Ce=

chald likewife performs it, 221.

Penizents, proceflions of Peni-
tents. See Flagellants. Blue
Penitents in the City of Bour-
ges; their fraternity abolifhed,
360, 377, _ :

Peregrinus (the Philofopher),
flagellatory paftimes of his, g6s

Perfians, the ule of flagella-
tions is known among them, § 3.
Areufed at Court, ibid.

Peter 1. (the Czar), inflits
flagellations with his own hands,
266,

Petrarch recommends flagel-
lations, 76. ;

Petronins, his Satyricon quot-
ed, 88, 8g. " .

Philip 11, ‘of Spain, fends
{:ropnfals of mafriage to a
’rincefs of the Houle of Auf-
tria, widow to the late King of
France, 176. Employs in this
affair the "agency of a Father

Jsfuit, . His fuccefs and

that of the Jefuit, 177.

Philofophers, particular Sefts
of them among the Greeks
praétife felf flagcllations, 83.
The greater number of them
ridicule practices of this kind,
81.

Plyfician (a), confulted by
Gretzer on the ill conlequences
of the upper difcipline, s403.
His learned decifion, iid.

Picard:, a 5eft in Germany,
declare for a ftate of complete
nakednefs, 3gz. Carry their
notions farther than the Adam-
ites had done, #id, ;-
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PiZuresin Churches, arethe
Libraries of ignorant Chrifti-
ans, 25. 'Their too great li-
cence, shid. Many wicked
thoughts propagated by them,
26 ; as well as errors, #bid.

Plautys had been the fervant
of a Baker, 62; quoted, 613,
&5 fig. His allufion to a fin-

ular practice of the vulgar in

OME, G

Plutarch quoted, g3. Had
been an eye-witnefs of the fla-

- gellating {olemnities in Lace-
‘E,aamon, 79, 80.

Poland; lower difciplinesufed
m that Kingdom for mending
‘the manners of Servants, 179.
For punifhing Fornicators, 29 2.

Pont Euxine (the Hermit of
the), his contrivance to refcue
a2 young Woman from the
hands of a military Man, 1g6.

Pogzio, atale of his quoted,
116.

Preflyter, whence the word
is derived, 143.

Priors or Superiors of Mo-
nafteries, are the fubftitutes of
the Abbots, 135. - Areinvelted
with the fame power of flagel-
lation, fbid. Great paflion of
‘one and remarkable ufe made
by himof his power, 148. Are
apt to carry the joke too far in
their ufe of flagellations, 143.
Are cautioned againit it, iéqia’.
See Abbats,

Q.

Ouintilian quoted, 72.
uixerte (Don), his excellent
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and polite fpeech to the fair
Maritornes, 295. Is rathertoo
inquifitive in his converfation
with the Senora Rodriguez, 326,
3273 experiences the refent-
ment of the Dutchefs and the
fair Altifidora, on that occa-
fion, ibid.

R.

Rabelais quoted, 16c, 284.

- Rakes, how {erved in Rome
by the Hufbands of the Wives
whom they courted, 64, {&_f&g.

Raymond, Count of Tou-
loufe, how abfolved of his ex-
communication, 2¢z.

Rodolph of Engubio, his great
feats in the carcer of flagella-
tion, 202, 201.

Remans, the great power of
Mafters among them over their
Slaves, g7. See Mafiers, Cone
fider a whip as a charafteriftic
mark of dominion, cg, 6o.
Flagellations were performed
among them with religious
views, 88, & fp. Singular
practices of this kind among
the vulgar, 94, & fig.

Romuald (St.) a great flagel-
lator, 153. In oneinftance fla-
gellates even his own father,
260, 261, His Monks retali-
ate his flagellations upon him,
154. His lucky efcape, 157,

Rouffean the Poet quoted,
138, 284.

Ruffian Baths and Stoves de-
fcribed, 409.

Ruffian Ladies ; how proper=
ly they punifha boafting Cox-
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ecmb who had affronted them,
334, & fog. See Ladies.

SI

Sadragefillus, preceptor to Da-
gobert, ghﬂir tuP thEP Crown of
France, 74, How ufed by his
Pupil, 75.

St, Lse (Captain) gets the
Bofton Magiitrates and Seleét-
men ferved with a flagellation,
273, & fig.

Saiuts, the frequent tricks
the Devil puts upon them,
125, € feg. How they have
received the acdvances of the
. Fair Sex, 26r1,8 fig. Theex-
pedient of a certain Eaftern
saint to make himfelf cry, 364.

Sallu/t (the Hiftorian), makes
free with Milo’s Wife; how
ferved by the Hufband, 635.

Sanchs, his manner of difci-
pline, 195, 226.

Sanlec, a French Poet; his
Satire on Confeffors quoted,
334.

Searren quoted, 285,

Scaligerana quoted, 36, 270.

Schboolraflers of modern times
are as fohd of ufing their dif-
cipline as ancient ones, 71, &
frg. Are not worth mention-
ing in fo interefting a book as
this, 160, 173.

Scot, a good Story of his, in
his Menfa Philsfopbica, 232.

Scythians, their expedient to
conquer their revolted Slaves,
g1, and fuccefs, gz.

Seneca quoted, 81.

Slayes, the wanton ufage of

¥
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them in Rome, 61, {5 ff7. b6,
See Maffers. 1 '

Soloinon (King), recommends
flagellations, 76. His opinion
confirmed afterwards by that
of Chryfippus, ibid.

Sorbona, whence the word is
derived, 143.

Svvereigns ; mitances of So-
vereigns upon whom difciplines
have been publicly inflicted,
250, & feq.

Spain, An account of the
Emceﬂiuns of Penitents efta-

lithed there, 374, &' feg. Gal-
lantry and nicety of honour
that prevail in them, ¢f:id. The
art of performing flagellations
with gracefulnefs is taught
there by Mafters for that pur-
pofe, 376.

Spirit of Laws quoted, 17 3-

Stepben (Cardinal), dies {ud-
denly for his having neglected
the ufe of flagellations, z:14,
302,

Stylites {St. Simeon), an Aue
chorite who had fixed his habi-
tation on the top of a columa,
I14.

Suetoniws quoted, ¢q, gv.

Sxpemnm? a GrﬂgE ?’{tila{b-
Phr:r ; laudable flagellations he
1inflicts upon himfelf, g8.

Surgeen, great favour and
confidence fhewn to him by a
great Priacefs, 270. His un-
grateful conduét, iid. - The
greatnefs of his guiltdifplayed,
271, 292 ; his punifhment, ibid.
extreme juftice of the fame,
ibid.

Syriaas, flagellations of a re-
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ligious kind ufed among them,
%6, 87.

r

T.

Tales, Arabian Tales quoted,
3go. - Of the Queen of Na-
vaire, 188, 330, 331,

Thracians, flagellations of a
voluntary kind uled among
them, S4. :

Trefrel (the Marchionefs of},
is incenfed at the arrogant com-
petition of the Lady of Lian-
court, a woman of inferior
birth, 278. Gets her ferved
with a flagellation, 2;79. More
ferious confequences of the af-
fair, 280.

Tr:‘r.r:ngber among the Ro-
mans, the companion he had in
his Car, g9, '

vl

Pengs, the flrange weapon
~with which the Antients tup-
plied ker, 60, 319. The Tem-
ple which the Greeks erected
to her, 8z, "

Feftals, how punithed, 167,

& fog.

J.f:'g-’r}mm-f.-'u (Mifs de), is co-
fpetatrefs of a flagellation,
2%c; 1s admonifhed never to
do {fo any more, 251.

Firgil quoted, 0.

Virgin Mary refcues an Ulur-
er from the hands of the De-

Atead, 232,

-
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vils, 304, The afliftance fhe
gives to a perfon who ufed to
pay devotion to her, 308. The
remarkable zeal of a Monk to
affert her honeur, 310, &5 /2.

¥ifuation (Nuns of the), dif-
cipline themfelves when they
pleafe, 121.

Feltaire (M. de), quoted, 3z,
207, z‘EEu:E ’

Upper dilcipline defined, 21.
See P.E‘.'?#:}'E':}afwl.j ! j

W-

¥alpole (Sir Robert), his Ex-
cife Scheme, preferable, upon
the whole. to the {chemes that
took place in the times of the
Roman Emperors, 124.

IWhipeord, the great expence
made about it by Government,
344. At what time it began
to be ufed, ibid.

I7iffy, Roman Wives not
mnich better than modern ones,
64. Inftance of conjugal love
of one whele hufband offered
himielf to be difciplined in her
Inflict caftigations
upon their hulbands, 339, 340.

Witajly, the Butfoon to Peter
I. is a good hand at flagellating
and cudgelling, 260.

Wurtzbourg, a Sovereign Bi-
fhoprick in Germany ; a flagel-
lation is an indifpenfible ftep to
procure the inftallation to that
Sce; 256, :

C O N-
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COoN T ENTS.

‘ﬂ't'IHTaﬁm}chH, frah, — — ' 5
HAP. 1. The fubflance of the account given by the Abbé Boi-
leaw of bis defign in awriting bis Book: he feems upon the
aubole to bhawe been of opinivn that woluntary flagellations
awere mo Very aniient praflice, -— iy
Chap. II.  No perfons, under the old Law, inflifled ﬁegaffarmw o
themfelves, avith their ewwn bands, or received the fame

Jrom other per[ons, — — 23
Chap. I11. Foluntary ﬁagr!:’ﬂ.r:m: wwere unknown to the firft E‘.En:r.f-
tians — — 39
Chap IV. Theufe c_rf' ﬁage!fmmm was knswa among the anticwt
Heathens, - — 51
Chap. V. Tbe fubjeft continued, — 71
Chap. VI. Flagellations of a religious and woluntary kind avere :
praciifed among the antient Heathens — 79

Chap. VII. Containing the mofl ingenions arguments of the Abié Boi-
lean. The praciife of feourging one’s-felf evas untnonvn to
the firft Fathers of the Church; and alfo to the firjt Ancho-

! rites or Hermits, = — 1oz

Chap. VIIL A4 few more af the Abbé Boileaw’s arguments are infras
duced, Self-flagellations did mot make a part of the duties
preferibed in the firfi Monafferies. The only pofitive infiances
of flagellations fuffered by Saints, or the Candidates for that
title in the days we [peak of, are thofe aubich the Devil bas
infliled upon them, e — 118

Chap. IX. Correftions of aflagellatory kind, inflicied by force, avere j
bowweer, though invery early tisaes, the common method of
correfling offences of a religious nature; and the power of

dnfligting them avas poffefed alike by Bifbops, and the Heads
e of Monafleries, — — 133
- Chap. X. Striftnefs of certain Sﬂﬁrr.mn of Convents, in exertixg
their pozuer of flageliation. The fame is abufed by .ﬁr veral
af them, — — 147
Chap. XL. Difciplines of the fame awbolefome kind bave been pre-
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Seribed _,ﬁ:r Novices and fuch perfons as. are mremfnf to erze
brace the em'.-gﬁ.:rﬁ:m.-f Life, | ¢ r-- i % 58
Chap. XII. The fame difcretionary powers of flagellation ﬁmre bm'r
eftallifbed in the Convents of Nuns, and bdged in the bands
of the dbleffes, .or Prioreffes, —— 167
Chap. XIIL. Thke futjel of woluntary flagellations among Chriffians,
is at laft introduced.  That method of felf-mortification ap=
_ pearsiobave been praflifed in wery early times; but it does
wot feem to have been univerfally admitted before the years
vo44 and 1656 ; avbich wwas the time Cardinal Damian
wrole, _— _— . 192
Chap. XIV. Tke pma?:.:e of felf-fagellation meets avith fome oppo-
fition 3 éuﬁ 1his i3 foon aw'r-ruffd by the foudnefs of the Pub~
lic, — - 21K

Chap. XV. dnother dificulty. Which is the beft plinht 1o be in, for

recelving a difcipline ? -— o, 223

Chap. XVI. Confefors at lengih affume a kind of flagellatory porver
over their Penilents. The abufes that arife from it, 227

Chap. XVII. The Church at large alfp claims a power of publicly
:':ﬁic:?fr:g the difeipline of flagellation, Inflances of Kings

~ aud Princes «wwho bave fubuitted to it, - 249
Chap. XVIIL. The glovy of fagellations completed: they are made
ufe of for curing Herefy, — 258

Chap. XIX. The fuljeld of the merit of fagellations rontinued.
Holy perjons, though awithont any public authority, bave ufed

them accafionally to give aveight to their admonitions, 260
Chap. XX. The fonduefs of peaple for flapellations, gives rife to a
number of incredible flories ok that fuljedd, 299
Chap. XX1. 4 remarkable inflance of a flapellation prrﬁr.wmf in
bonour of the Virgin Mary, — 110
Chap. XXI1. Another flory of a female Saint appeafed by a flagel-
lation, —_ — 317
Chap. XXIIL. Formation of the public proceflion of Flacellants.
Different fuccefs they meet avith in differemt Countries, 345

Chap. XXIV. The laft Chapicry in avkich the Abbé Boilean is pere
JSomally introduced : be is of opinion that the lower difcipline
is contrary to decency, and the upper difcipline is liable to
bring defluxions on the eyes, A 400
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