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WILLIAM CULLEN, M.D.
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T HE favourable reception,
with which you were pleafed to  honour
my early endeavours to throw a new Ilight
on ine palure and caufes of certain dif-
eafes of the Brain, has alfed as a wvery
powerful incentive to an affiduous invefli-
gation, on my part, of [uch falls, and ar-
Luments, as might tend fo a wmore com-
plete elucidation of the [ubjeld.——Permit
me, therefore, lo fend into the world,

under
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under your aulpices, the refult of my in-
quiries ; convinced, that whatever nofolo-

gical opinions they have fugpefled, and what-
ever arguments they have fupplied, muff in-
Jallibly acquire wvery confiderable weight,
when_fanctioned by the juflly celebrated name
of CULLEN.

I have the honour to be,

Llear S F R

Your much obliged

And very grateful Pupil,

CHARLES WILLIAM QUIN.

Dublin, Jan. 1790,



A

P Bl o denS  F,

ON - TIIHE

DROPSY OF THE BRAIN.

INTRODUCTION.

T HE Author of the follow-
ing pages ventures to prefent them to the
public, becaufe he hopes they will be found
to contain fome new fadls relative to a very
interefting {fubje&.—Facts, which (if he has

reafoned
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reafoned with accuracy on them) have led
him to important conclufions, with refpe&
to the treatment, as well as the theory, of
a difeafe generally fatal; and which, in
his opinion, has been at all times more
extenfive in its ravages, than the earlier
medical writers feem to have fufpecied.

HE does not claim to himfelf the merit
of originality, in pointing out the true dif-
tintion between the chronic and acute
Hydrocephalus : for the ideas with refpe&
to that point, as well as the opinions con-
cc:fning the proximate caufe of the acute
difeafe, were firft fuggefted to him by his
father, a Phyfician of very unufual fagaci-
ty, and moft extenfive experience.

A GeNERAL outline of the do@rines thus
communicated to him, was fketched out 1n

his zmaugural Differtation, publifhed at
Edinburgh
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Edinburgh in the year 1749 *; fhortly af-

terwards, the celebrated Dr. Cullen was
pleafed to bear ample and public teftimony
in favour of the opinions advanced in the
Differtation above mentioned; for, in the
edition of his Nofologia Methodica, print-
ed in 1780, it appears that he retained the
chronic difeafe, as one of the genera of
Dropfies, with the old name Hydrocepha-
Jus 3 but placed the acute amongit Apo-
plexies, with a new appellation, viz. Apo-
plexia Hydrocephalica; and in a note af-
figns reafons for fo doing, perfectly confo-
nant to the arguments formerly made ufe
of by the Author.

SincEe that period, neither fads nor ar-
guments have occurred, of fufficient force,

to weaken the convi&ion of its truth, un-

der
B
* Twice reprinted, viz. in Webfler’s Syflema Medicine

Praftice, and in Smellie's Thefaurns Medicus, vol. 4.
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der which the Author firft publithed a new
Theory of Dropfy in the Brain :—On the
contrary, that Theory can now appear
{upported by an added ftrength of evidence,
which minute attention to the {fubje& has
enabled him to draw from books, and ob-
fervation in a variety of recent cafes; he
therefore does not hefitate to fubmit to the
candid confideration of the medical world,
what he has been able to colle&t upon the
fubjedt.

HEe is well aware that time would, pro-
bably, afford him a more complete collec-
tion of facts in fupport of his {fyftem; and
perhaps lead him to the deteclion of the
errors he may have fallen into: but he
confefles that he feels himfelf urged to an
carly publication of his ideas, (fuch as they
are,) by the melancholy recolleétion of the

mifery he has too often been witnefs to,
when
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when the moft hopeful children have been
torn from their parents by a difeafe, hither-
to not fufficiently underflood, and but

rarcly treated with {uccefs.

TuovcH it muft be lamented, that an
effeGtual mode of cure is ftill to be fought
for; yet, a knowledge of the nature of
the complaint being eftablifhed on reafon-
able principles, much it is hoped may be
done by way of prevention; particularly,
if an early and firi& regard be had to fuch
meafures, as have a tendency to countera&t
the caufe: and if by fuch meafures a fingle
individual fhould hereafter be refcued
from impending danger ; amply will the
Author feel himfelf rewarded for whatever
labour it has required to colle&, and to ar-
range, with fome degree of precifion, the
matter contained in the enfuing chapters.

OF






OF HYDROCEPHALUS,

PROPERLY SO CALLED.

ALTHOUGH every {yfte-
matical writer on medicine defcribes a dif=
eafe termed Hydrocephalus; yet few books,
and thofe of a late date, take notice of
that peculiar combination of {ymptoms, to
which Dr. Whytt has very juftly the credit
of having firft direted the attention of the
medical world,

Tue difeafe to which the name of Hy-
drocephalus had been entirely confined,
until
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until the above mentioned Author. pub-
lithed his Effay, may very properly be
confidered as a chronic affetion, perfe@-
Iy analogous in its caufes, and progrefs to
all other dropfies of the human body.—
Rickets, or other kinds of conflitutional
debility, are generally held to be the pre-
difpofing caufes of it; and its progrefs is
frequently fo flow, that patients have been
known to labour under it from the period
of birth, to that of an advanced age.—
The heads of children fo affe€led are ge-
nerally from the firft preternaturally large,
and fometimes continue for years to in-
creafe in fize, without the appearance of
any very diftrefling fymptoms arifing from
fo extraordinary an enlargement.—After
death, which is ufually preceded by fud-
den convulfions, the brain is found fo ex-
ceedingly diftended by water within the

ventricles, as to be reduced to an amazing
degree
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degree of thinnefs ; or fo much opprefled
and defiroyed by the water colleCed be-
tween it and the fkull, as to affume rather
the appearance of a {mall gland, than that
of a brain.

I po not recollect to have feen a fingle
patient thus affeCed ; but the reader will
find, in the firft part of the Appendix to
this work, the hiftories of three cafes in
point, which occurred in Dublin fome years
ago, but have not hitherto been publifhed.

EvEryY extenfive anatomical cabinet
contains {pecimens of fkulls thus enlarg-
ed; and numberlefs cafes of the {ame
kind are related by Authors, from whofe
works a fufficient idea may be formed of
the appearances in the living fubje&t.—
Thofe who wifh for further information,
will find fome very remarkable cafes in

the following books :
Velalius
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Vefalius de corporis humani fabricd,
Lib. 1. Cap. s. |

Schenkri Obfervaiiones Medice, Lib. 1.

Turs Author alfo quotes a great number
of cafes from the works of others; of thofe
which he himfelf was witnefs to, he afferts
he cured four, and that he himfelf reco-
vered from the difeafe when he was four

years old.

Wepferi Obfervationes Medico Praflice.
De affedibus capitis Obferv. 29.

Tulpii Obfervationes Medice, Lib. I.
Cap. 24.

RivERIUS mentions a cafe of this kind
entirely cured by a bandage.

By more modern writers, fome curious
hiftories are rccorded; particularly by
Dr. Donald Monro, in his £/Jay on Drop/y,

g
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page 153. Dr. Remmet, in the Medical

Commentaries, vol. 6. page 422. Dr.
Willan, in ditto for the year 1480, page

333-

I suarL conclude this part of my fub-
je&t by obferving ; that fome varicties of
the Chronic Hydrocephalus appear to be,
in many circuamftances, fimilar in their
nature to thofe watry tumors which affe&
the {pinal vertebrae : for it fometimes hap-
pens, that by the partial opening of the
{utures of the cranium, a large {welling
feems to be affixed to the head; and the
confequence of an attempt to reduce it
by perforation, is as fatal as the {fame ope-
ration on fimilar tumors attached to the
{pine—And, laftly, that according to the
obfervations of Morgagni, females are
more frequently attacked by it than males.
The fame Author alfo remarks, thatin

G {fome
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{fome countries it 18 more common than in
others ; in his time it was rarely to be met
with in Italy ; but he mentions one Phyfi-
cian, who, in the courfe of a few months,
faw three cafes of it at Wratiflau.

Having thus given a general idea of
the appearances which chara&terize the dif-
eafe, to which the name of Hydrocephalus
ought entirely to be confined : I fhall pro-
ceed to the hiftory, caufes, and treatment
of that, which, according to Dr. Cullen’s
arrangement, I fhall hereafter diftinguifh
by the appellation of Apoplexia Hydroce-
phalica.

OF
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OF APOPLEXIA HYDROCEPHALICA.

TH&T the defcription of
this difeafe, given by Dr. Whytt, is the
firft that was drawn from nature with
any degree of accuracy, cannot be denied.
Petit, it is true, in a fhort paper inferted
in the Memoirs of the Academy of Sciences
at Paris, for the year 1718, endeavoured
to give fome account of the {fymptoms at-
tending it, but his defcription is extreme-
ly inaccurate: indeed, (if I may be al-
lowed to criticife the work of fo intel-
ligent an Author,) I confefs it appears
to me, to have been in no inftance

C2 taken
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taken from cafes, which before death af-
forded him even a fufpicion, that water,
extravafated in the ventricles of the brain,

was the caufe of the patient’s complaints.

Frow this deficiency, however, of a well
conneed hiftory of the {fymptoms, we are
not to conclude that the difeafe itfelf firft
made its appearance when Dr. Whytt un-
dertook to defcribe it: the fa&t is, that
many traces of it are to be found in the
works of the medical writers of the two laft
centuries.—Although they differ from each
other exceedingly in the conjectures they
form, with refpect to the probable confe-
‘quences of water extravafated in the brain ;
yet many of them have evidently taken
notice of certain {fymptoms attendant on
it, and have, from experience, pronounc-
ed them to be fatal. 'Thus Senwerius
Praétic, Lib. 1. Part I1I. Sef. I1. Cap. 26.

has
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has the following paffage: “ Sz poff capr-
“ tis dolorem vehementem magna [equa-
“ tur pupille dilatatio, exigua [anationis
« fpes eft.” 'The fame Author in another
place obferves, ¢ Nomnunguam accidit,
“ ut nervi optici contorqueantur, et rnflec-
 fantur, et cecitas inde inducatur, que
“ nifi intra paucos dies definat, et [ponte
“ wvifio redeat, immedicabrle malum ef}.”

Orueks in dire& terms allow the pofii-
bility of water being colle&ed in the brain,
without any concomitant enlargement of
the fkull. Hieronymus Mercurialis in his
Opufecula aurea afferts, that fuch a thing
may take place, but at the fame time
declares, that an Apoplexy muft be the
confequence. ~ Bonetus writes, as if he
had perfonally been witnefs to its exiftence,
but was perfectly ignorant of the {ymp-

toms, on which the dragnefis was to be
founded,
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founded : for in his Thefaurus Medico
Prallicus, vol. 1lI. page 636, he has the
following paflage: “ Si zmtra cranium
 colligatur hic humor, vix cognofei po-
“ teft, nifi conjelfurd quidam; caput enim
 propter offium foliditatem wix intumef-
“ c71.’—A paflage nearly of the fame
import occurs in #zfeman’s Surgery, Book
I. Chap. 23, “ Waler ({ays this Author)
“ within the ventricles of the brain is not
“ eaftly difcovered whilft the patient is
“ glive, only it may be guefled at, by
« fupidity and infenfibility, if any fuch
“ thing be.”—But noauthor that I have met
with feems to be more fully aware of the
extenfive prevalence of Apoplexia Hydroce-
phalica than Sir Richard Blackmore, who,
though he does not attempt to defcribe the
fymptoms with any degree of precifion,
concludes his fhort chapter on FHydro-

cephalus
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cephalus with the following pointed ex-
preflion: < 7 Jook on exceffive humors
 Jodged in the brain as the principal in-
“ fanticides, or deffroyers of children.”

I HAVE no doubt but that many more
authorities of the fame kind might be pro-
duced ; but by far the moft fatisfattory
fources of informatidn, concerning this
queftion, are the hiftories of difletions,
made for the purpofe of inveftigating the
caufes and feats of difeafes; in thefe we
find many very clear accounts of the
very fame appearances, asare now known
to prefent themfelves in the bodies of thofe
who have died with all the charaQeriftic
{ymptoms of Hydrocephalic Apoplexy.~—
Morgagni, in his truly valuable book, 42
caufis et fedibus morborum, when he writes
de Hydrocephalo, confines himfelf (as his
predeceflors had done) to cafes of enlarged

{kull ;
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fkkull ; but where he treats de dolore caprtis,
as well as in many other parts of his work,
he recites a great variety of diffeCtions,
wherein the appearances alledged by him
to have prefented themfelves, ftrongly in-
duce me to believe, that the head-ach,
lethargy, convulfions, &c. under which
the patients, whofe cafes he defcribes,
had laboured ; were in reality {fymptoms
arifing from Apoplexia Hydrocephalica. As
the work to which I have alluded, 1s now
become fcarce, I have, for the convenience
of my readers, feleCted a few of the diffec-
tions, moft applicable to the prefent fub-
je&, and placed them in the Appendix,
Part II. together with a cafe from Borel//r

and another from Epiphanius.

Ever fince the attention of Phyficians
has been dire@ed to this difeafe by
Dr. Whytt’s publication on the fubje& ;

it
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it has been generally believed, that chil-
dren only are liable to its attacks, and
chiefly thofe between the fourth and tenth
years of their age.—So far indeed this opi-
nion will be found confiftent with fa&ls;
that the train of fymptoms defcribed by
the Author above mentioned, is not often

known to appear in grown perfons.

Bur whoever reafons “on the fubje&,
will of neceflity conclude, that the caufe
of the difeafe may occafionally affect
perfons of all ages, producing very dif-
ferent trains of fymptoms in different
fubjeds ; he will naturally expect that the
fymptoms fhall vary in their violence, the
rapidity of fucceffion, and their confe-
quences ; according to the age, conftitu-
tion, and firength of the patient. 'The
numerous hiftories of diffeions, given
by accurate Anatomifts, prove, beyond

D a doubt,
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a doubt, that fuch reafoning is juft;
for it appears from thofe, that the human
brain may, at all ages, be affeCted by a
morbid accumulation of fluids in its vel-

fels, and within its cavities.

Avrtaovcu fuch an accumulation, at the
more advanced periods of life, does not for
the moft part give rife to the {fame appear-
ances as occur in youth from a fimilar
caufe ; yet that it fometimes produces the
very fame {ymptoms in adults, which Dr.
Whytt, and others after him, have ufual-
ly fuppofed to be peculiar to children, will
appear from the following cafes, which,
though not very numerous, are (as I ap-
prehend) fufficiently fo to prove the truth
of the above aflertion.

In the year 1979, I had an opportunity
of {feeing a woman of 4o years of age,

who
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who died in the Infirmary at Edinburgh ;
during her illnefs many {ymptoms oc-
curred, which led the Phyfician who at-
tended her to fufpedt, that water was col-
leGted in the brain; and diffeflion after
her death fully confirmed his {fufpicion.—
In the courfe of the following year, I was
prefent at the difletion of a young man,
aged 21, whom Dr. Cullen had pronounced
many days before his death to be affe&ted
with Apoplexia Hydrocephalica; and the
examination of the brain amply confirmed
the truth of his prognoftic.

In the Appendix will be found twa
cafes, Nos. 13 and z2, which, on account
of fome fingular circumftances attending
them, are there related at full length :—the
patieﬁts in both inftances were about 4o
years of age: one of them died, and on
diffe@ion, the fame morbid appearances

D2 were
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were obferved in the brain, and its ven-
tricles, which I have repeatedly feen in
Hydrocephalic children. 'The other indeed
recovered, but every {ymptom and circum-
ftance fatisfied me, that the difeafe did exift.
—Tothefe likewife may be added two cafes,
the one related by Dr. Fothergill, in the
London Medical Obfervations, vol. 4. page
52 ; the other by Dr, Huck, in the fame
volume : the patients in both cafes above
25 years of age, are defcribed as having
been afteCted with the pathognomonics fymp-
toms, pointed out by Dr. Whytt; and
both recovered. |

Svcu cafes however as thofe laft recited
are certainly not very common in the ufual
courfe of practice ; but, if after the peru-
fal of them, any of my readers entertains
a doubt as to the occafional exiftence of
the difeafe in adults, I mufl requeft

he
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he will confider with attention the
cleven firft Epiftles of Aorgagni de caufis
& fedibus Morborum ; and I cannot but
believe, that the reports he will there meet
with, of feveral very pointed cafes, will con-
vince him, that extravafated water lodged
in the cavities of the brain, attended by
other appearances, (which I fhall hereafter
endeavour to thew, almoft conftantly occur
on the examination of the brains of chil-
dren, who die of the complaint now
treated of,) is and has been a much more
frequent caufe of death, even in adults,
than moft Phyficians hitherto have ima-
gined.—1It has been already obferved, that
the {fymptoms arifing from the fame caufe,
affeQing perfons of different ages, are in
general (as might naturally be expecied)
different in refpe& to violence, rapidity
of fucceflion, and event: In a proper
place I fhall endeavour to affign fome
; reafons
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reafons for thefe differences, and in the
mean time, I fhall in giving the hiftory
of {ymptoms, confine myfelf to thofe
which generally occur in young fubjeds,
in whom the flow and gradual progreffion
of them generally gives fome regularity to
the appearance of the difeafe, and there-
fore affords time for the adminiftration
of the moft approved remedies ; whercas,
when perfons more advanced in life are
attacked by it, the progrefs is in general
more rapid, and the danger more immedi-
ately imminent, as the {ymptoms approach
more nearly to thofe of pure Apoplexy.

Havine faid fo much with refpe& ta
the period of life, at which the attacks of
Apoplexia Hydrocephalica are moft frequent-
ly to be expe&ted; I fhall, in the next
place remark, that although we cannot
(firictly {peaking) call the difeafe heredi-

tary, yet it has been often known to feize
on
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on feveral children of a family, where
neither parent has been able after the moft
minute inquiry, to difcover any traces
of it amongft the perfons otherwife allied
to them.—I have been acquainted with
many families fo circumftanced ; and in this
place may be mentioned a fingularly curious
cafe, which once fell within the {phere of
my Father’s obfervation ; here feveral male
children born of parents both very healthy,
were fucceffively cut off by this difeafe,
whereas all the females entirely efcaped it.

I canxor, with certainty point out
any peculiarity of conflitution, tempera-
ment, or external appearance, which can
properly be deemed a predifpofing caufe;—
mofit of the patients however, who have
been under my care on account of this
complaint, or under that of other Phyfi-
cians, who have communicated their ob-

{fervations
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fervations to me, have been previous to
its firft appearance, extremely lively, and
of acute underflandings :—In very many
of them an unufual tranfparency of the
ikin has been obferved, through which the
viens were ftrongly marked, particularly
about the temples, forehead, and neck
the eyes have been full, prominent, and
brilliant; and in fome few cafes there

has been reafon to fufpeét the exiftence of
a fcrofulous taint.

As to the appearance which the difeafe
affumes at its onfet, fome difficulty feems
to arife in deciding between the opinions
delivered by Do&ors Whytt and Fother-
gill; the former maintains, that its ad-
vances are gradual, and its duration four,
five, or fix weeks before death ; the latter,
on the contrary, feems to think, that it
rarely continues for more than twenty-one

days :
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days :—It appears to me however, that
under certain circumftances both opinions
are well founded.—Whytt certainly con-
fined his obfervations to the phznomena
as they prefent themfelves in children :
but we learn from Fothergill's Effay on
this difeafe, that he faw fome patients
affe@ed with it of a more advanced age,
and he perhaps formed his general ideas on
the fubje& from what was obfervable in
them : now as the duration of a difeafe,
arifing from the a&ion of an increafed por-
tion of fluids within the head, muft in
fome fort depend on the ftate of the cra-
nium, and its futures ; it is by no means
extraordinary, that in very young fubjedls,
the progrefs of it is more gradual, and the
{ymptoms not fo immediately confpicuous,
as in thofe of greater firmnefs of bone,
and flrength of conftitution.

E IT
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It muft however be allowed, that a few
figns of the difeafe are fometimes to be
obferved in infants affefled by it, for
fome weeks before death; but in fuch
cafes the dewiation from health is at firlt
fcarcely perceptible, or if perceived it is
fo frequently attributed by ignorant ob-
{ervers to other caufes, that medical aid
is feldom called for yntil matters have
advanced fo far, that the remaining courfe
of the difeafe does not often require for
its completion even fo many days as Dr.
Fothergill has fixed on for its ufual dura-
tion.

Ix general the patient is at firft languid
and ina&live, often drowfy and peevith,
but at intervals cheerful and apparently
free from complaint. ‘The appetite is
weak, a naufea, and in many cafes a vo-
miting occurs once or twice in the day,

and
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and the fkin is obferved to be hot and dry
towards the evenings: foon after thefe
{fymptoms have appeared, the patient is
affeCted with a fharp head-ach, chiefly in
the fore-part, or if not there,’ generall)* in
the crown of the head: it is fometimes,
however, confined to one fide of the head,
and, in that cale, when the pofture of the
body is ered, the head often inclines to
the fide affeted.—We frequently find alfo,
that the head-ach alternates with-t_he affec-
tion of the flomach ; the vomiting being
lefs troublefome when the pain is moft
violent, and wvice ver/d; other parts of the
body are likewifec fubjet to temporary at-
tacks of pain, viz. the extremities, or the
bowels, but more conftantly the back of
the neck, and between the fecapule ; in all
fuch cafes the head is more free from un-
eafinefs,

E 2 THE
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Tue patient diflikes the light at this
period; cries much, fleeps little, and when
he does fleep, he grinds his teeth, picks
his nofe, appears to be uneafy, and flarts
often, fcreamingas if he were terrified ; the
bowels arein the majority of cafes very much
confined, though it fometimes happens that
they are in an oppofite ftate : the pulfe in
this early ftage of the diforder, does not
ufually indicate any material derangement,

WHeN the fymptoms above mention-
ed have continued for a few days, fub-
je€t as they always are in this difeafe
to great fluctuation, the axis of one eye
is generally found to be turned in towards
the nofe ; the pupil on this fide is rather
more dilated than the other; and when
both eyes have the axes direCted inwards,
(which fometimes happens,) both pupils
are larger than they are obferved ta be in
the eyes of healthy perfons : the vomiting

becomes
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becomes more conftant, and the head-ach
more excruciating ; every {ymptom of fever
then makes its appearance, the pulfe is
frequent, and the breathing quick; exa-
cerbations of the fever_take place towards
the evening, and the face is occafionally
fluthed ; ufually one cheek is much more
affe@ed than the other; temporary perfpi-
rations likewife break forth, which are
not followed by any alleviation of diftrefs;
a difcharge of blood from the nofe,
which fometimes appears about this pe-

riod, is equally ineflicacious.

Devir1uMm, and that of the moit violent
kind, particularly if the patient has arrived
at the age of puberty, now takes place, and
with all the preceding {ymptoms of fever,
continues fora while toencreafe, until about
fourteen days, often a much fhorter fpace
of time fhall have elapfed fince the appear-

ance
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ance of the fymptoms, which were firft
mentioned in the above detail.

Tur difcafe then undergoes that re-
markable change, which fometimes fud-
denly points out the commencement of,
what has been called it’s fecond ftage : the
pulfe becomes flow but unequal, both as
to it’s ftrength, and the intervals between
the pulfations ; the pain of the head, or
of whatever part had previoufly been af-
feQed, feems to abate, or at leaft the pa-
tient becomes apparently lefs fenfible of it ;
the interrupted {lumbers, or perpetual reft-
lefinefs which prevailed during the earlier
periods of the diforder, are now fucceeded
by an almoft lethargic torpor, the ftrabif-
mus, and dilatation of the pupil increafe,
the patient lies with one, ar both eyes half
clofed, which when minutely examined
are often found to be completely in-

fenfible
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fenfible to light; the vomiting ceafes;
whatever food or medicine is offered is
ufually f{wallowed with apparent vora-

city ; the bowels at this period generally
remain obftinately coftive.

Ir every effort made by art fails to ex-
cite the finking powers of life, the {ymp-
toms of what has been called the fecond
ftage are foon fucceeded by others, which
more certainly announce the approach of
death.-——The pulfe -again becomes equal,
but fo weak and quick, that it is almoft
impoffible to count it; a difhiculty of
breathing, nearly refembling the Stertor
Apopleiicus, is often obferved ; fometimes
the eyes are fuffufed with blood, the fluth-
ing of the face is more frequent than be-
fore, but of fhorter duration, and follow-
ed by a deadly palenefs; red f{pots, or
blotches fometimes appear on the body and

1imb5;
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limbs; deglutition becomes difficult, and
convulfions generally clofe the fcene.—In
one cafe, I may obferve, the jaws of a
child of four years of age were fo firmly
locked for more than a day before death,
that it was impoflible to introduce either
food or medicine into his mouth ; vid. Ap-
pendix, No. 16 : and in another cafe, an
hzmiplegia, attended with fome remarkable
circamitances, occurred during the two
days preceding diffolution, vid. No. 11.

Havine thus given as exat an hiftory
of Apoplexia Hydrocephalica as I could com-
pile from the writings of others, and from
my own obfervations, I fhould think my-
felf guilty of impofition on my readers if I
did not caution them that it muft be con-
fidered mercly as a general outline; the
human brain feems to be fo extremely ca-

pricious (if the expreflion may be allowed)
in



(" 41 )

in the fignals it gives to other parts of the
fyflem, of the injury it fuffers throughout
the courfe of this difeafe, that although
every {ymptom above mentioned does oc-
cafionally occur, and indeed few cafes of the
difeafe are to be met with, which do not ex-
hibit many of them ; yet it does not appear
to me, that any one of them is conftantly,
and infeparably conne&ed with it.—Many
of the hiftories in the Appendix fufficiently
demonfirate the truth of this affertion ; to
that part of the work my reader is referred
for a more minute inveftigation of this \
point ; I muft here however mention fome
remarkable deviations from the wufual
courfe, which are not there recorded.

A vLaTE very eminent Phyfician of this
city afflured me, that he had more than
once feen intermiflions in the difeafe fo
ftrongly marked, that he adminiftered the

F Peruvian
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Peruvian Bark, with at leaft temporary
benefit to his patients.

AxoTHER gentleman of the profeflion
now living communicated to me the hifto-
ry of a cafe in which he was confulted :
the difeafe terminated fatally in feven
days, and difife&tion afcertained the caufe
of 1t ; yet the ufual variations of the pulfe
in the feveral flages did not take place;
the pupils were not dilated until the laft
day of the child’s life ; he never once vo-
mited, never exprefled a diflike to light,
and the head-ach though conftant, was
not violent,

A rLate very experienced Surgeon
likewife, during my attendance of his
child, vid. No. 14. informed me, that
a fon of his, older than our patient, had

died fome years before with all the ftrong-
eft
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eft appearances of Hydrocephalic Apoplexys
that fome time afterwards, a fecond child
was taken ill, and died; during his illnefs
no one {ymptom afforded any fufpicion of
the real caufe of his death; my friend
however dire¢ted the body to be particu-
larly examined, and on diffe&tion a large
quantity of water was found within the
ventricles of the brain.—A cafe fomewhat
fimilar, related at large in the Appendix,
No. 20. affords, in my apprehenfion, as
extraordinary a proof of the excentricity of
the difeafe as can be imagined.

From what has juft now been ftated,
it muft appear, how difficult a tafk it is
to draw a faithful portrait of this truly
Proteiform diftemper; or even to point
out any fingle feature, or combination of
them, which may be depended upon as
truly charaleriftic of it.—At firlt vomit-

, F2 ing,
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ing, coftivenefs, thooting pains in the
head, averfion from light; and afterwards
dilatation of the pupils, firabifmus, and
irregularity of the pulfe, do indeed moit
frequently appear, but we now fec that
many of thefe {ymptoms, nay moft of
- them, may withhold themfelves, and leave
us to found our opinion of the cafe on

bare conjeture.

Burt as it is of the utmoft confequence
that the diagnofis thould be decided on
as early as poffible; the moft minute
inquiry ought to be made into every
circumftance, capable of throwing light
on it.—When a patient is found to
be affeled by vomiting, head-ach, and
coftivenefs, the {ymptoms which moft
ufually appear on the commencement of
Apoplexta Hydrocephalica, it is difficult,
while thefe are the only evident com-

plaints,



Y

( 45 ')

plaints, to determine whether they may
not arife from weaknefs of flomach, or
incipient fever (but more efpecially in the
cale of young children,) from dentition,
or worms in the inteftines: if however
they do not in fome degree yicld to an
emectic immediately adminiftered, and fol-
lowed by a few mercurial purgatives judi-
cioufly repeated, we fhall generally find,
that fome of the other {ymptoms mention-
ed above in the general detail will very
foon prefent themfelves; of thefe aver-
fion from light, pain between the fcapule,
and fcreams, {uddenly interrupting {leep,
may be confidered by the Phyfician as
very alarming fignals of an impending dif-
cafe of the brain; but although the cir-
cumftances laft mentioned fhould not be
obfervable, the obftinate continuance of
acute head-ach, vomiting, and coftivenefs
may afford flrong grounds for decifion as

to
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to the nature of the patient’s difeafe,
wherever it is known that children of the
fame family have been affeCted by Apo-
plexia Hydrocephalica.

It will be ufeful alfo, towards the
forming an early diagnofis, to recol-
le&, that in cafes of this kind, (at leaft
in the earlieft ftage) fpafms of the limbs
are of much lefs frequent occurrence
than where the diftrefs proceeds from
worms. If indeed during its firft ap-
proaches, the difeafe is difregarded, and
fuffered to gain ground before proper me-
dical afliftance is called for ; ftrabifmus,
irregularity of the pulfe, coma, and even
blindnefs, too frequently ferve at once to
portend death, and to point out its caufe.

It appears that moft writers on the

{ubje, being led by the fuppofed analogy
between
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between this difeafe and other Dropfies,
have afcribed it to the fame remote caufes.
"Thus a ferous colluvies of the blood, ruptur-
ed lymphatics, cachexy, [uppreffed difcharges,
&e. have been fet down by Whytt, and
other Authors, as remote caufes of dropfy
in the brain; I muft agree with them
indeed in attributing to thofe, and fuch
like circumftances, the origin of that dif-
eafe to which, in the beginning of this
Treatife, it has been propofed to confine
the name of Hydrocephalus; that being
evidently a chronic complaint, and in
every circumftance of it’s phenomena a
genuine Droply.

BuT when the appearances, progrefs, and
duration of Apoplexia Hydrocephalica are
candidly confidered ; when it is recollected,
that the patients attacked by it, are ufually
of very lively intelle&ts, and remarkably

healthy
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healthy conftitutions ; fuch'in fhort as ate
the moft remote from any degree of Cachexy ;
a fufpicion will neceffarily arife, that it’s
caufes are of a very different nature from
thofe of Dropfy, and much more clofely
allied to the caufes of acute difeafes.—That
this is really the cafe, I thall hereafter endea-
vour to prove, by deductions from an ex-
tenfive feries of falls, which (as I appre-
hend) amount to a demonfiration, that
the difeafe in queflion, always owes it’s
origin to a morbid accumulation of blood
in the veflels of the brain, fometimes pro-
ceeding to a degree of inflammation, and
generally (but not always), producing an
extravafation of watery fluid before death.

In the firft place itis to be obferved, that
at the period of the difeafe, wherein the
head-ach is moft acute, every fymptom of
fever, arifing from an increafed altion of

the
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‘the vafcular fyftem, is evident ; fecondly,
the majority of patients who are attacked
by it exhibit on infpedtion, ftrong appear-
ances of plethora in the fuperficial veffels
of the head ; and in fome inftances they
have been fubje® to bleedings at the nofe
previous to the attack : vid. cafe 16 in the
Appendix, and #hytf’s Obfervations on
Drepfy in the Brain—Thefe perhaps
- ‘would be deemed but weak proofs of my
affertion, if no others could be adduced in
{upport of it; but when they are ftrongly
corroborated by arguments, deduced from
the phznomena which have prefented
themfelves in dead bodies ;—the theory, it
is prefumed, will no longer appear to be a
matter of {peculation.

Tue firft diffeGions 1 fhall particularly
take notice of, are thofe of a young woman,
who died at Edinburgh, while I was there,

G in
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1 the year 1777 ; and that of a boy, attend-
¢d by my father many years ago in Dublin :
in both of thefe patients the {ymptoms
preceding death were to all appearance f{o
unequivocal, that the Phyficians not only
pronounced the difeafe to be water in the
ventricles, but likewife foretold the {ymp-
toms, which were to be expefted a few
days before diffolution: the looked for
changes did accordingly take place, and
the patients died: in both cafes, to the
aftonifhment of thofe who were prefent,
and prepared to find on diffetion a great
redundancy of water within the cranium ;
none could be difcovered in any part of
the brain : but the blood veflels were fo
unufually diftended, that the whole of
the cerebrum and cerebellum refembled an
anatomical preparation, in which the ut-
moft force of injeCtion had been em-
ployed.

Ix
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Ix the next place, the reader is referred
for a further confirmation of what has
been advanced to the cafes No. 12, 13, 16,
20 of the Appendix, wherein the quantity
of fluid found in the ventricles was very
confiderable ; but at the fame time, there
were figns fo vifible of an increafed flow of
blood to the brain, that in all of them the
veflels were remarkably turgid ; in moft of
them a degree of inflammation had taken
place, as appeared at the time of diffec-
tion, either by preternatural adhefions of
the meninges, or by a partial opacity, and
increafed thicknefs of them, together with
patches of inflammatory cruft, very fimi-
lar to thofe which are found on the abdo-
minal vifcera of perfons whofe death has
been the confequence of KEnter:siis; or on
the lungs, and pleura of thofe who have
funk under pulmonic inflammation.

THE
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Tue laft difle&ions to be referred to are
thofe mentioned in the cafes No. g, 6, 8,
felected from many others of the fame kind
to be found in the writings of Morgagni; in
thefe the fymptoms previous to death are not
very particularly defcribed ; and perhaps,
on account of the age of the patients, the
difeafe in fome points aflumed an appear-
ance, different from that which is gene-
rally feen in younger fubjects, under the
influence of the fame caufe : but in all of
them, after death a morbid effufion of
ferum was difcovered in the ventricles,
and between the membranes of the brain,
accompanied by the moft unqueitionable
proofs of uncommon diftention, and vio-
lently increafed action of its blood veffels.

'THE principal faQls, on which the fore-
going theory is founded being now clearly
ftated ; I apprehcnd it may be fairly affert-

ed,
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ed, that (even if no diffeQions were ad-
duced to illuftrate the fubje,) the ap-
pearances, and general fymptomsare much
more obvioufly accounted for on the prin-
ciples I have endeavoured to eftablifh,
than on any others.—For if the difeafe,
(as it was formerly imagined,) be a pure
Dropfy; there is no one circumftance, to
which we can recur for an explanation of
the fymptoms, except mere mechanical
preflure on the brain, arifing from the gra-
dual increafe of water within the ven-
tricles, and the confequent enlargement
of thofe cavities beyond their ufual di-
men{ions.

Morgagni, it is true, feems to be of
opinion, that the various effets of the
{fame caufe, viz. water extravafated with-
in the cranium, even in {mall quantities,

may depend on the various degrees, in
which
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which the fluid 1s faline, and therefore
fiimulant ; but it is now well known,
that the water found within the brain of
Hydrocephalic {ubjels, is in general moft
remarkably pure, and free from any faline
impregnation whatever.

'Lz us then, in the next place examine,
what are the ufual fymptoms attending
known injuries of the brain from violence.
'The late Mr. Pott, in his excellent Treatife
on Surgery, takes notice of fome circum-
ftances very muchin point.—< Zhe [ymptons,
< fays ke, attending an inflamed floughy flate
“ of the membranes, in confequence of ex-
¢ ternal violence, are pain in the head, refl-
% Jeffnefs, want of flecp, frequent and hard
“ pulfe, hot and dry fein, flufhed counten-
“ ance, inflamed eyes, naufea, vomiling,
“ rigor, convulfions and delirium ; and thefe
“ come on _fo gradually, as not 1o be cbferved

 untr!
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 until fome days have pajfed after the acci-
 dent Jfhall have happened: all the com-
“ plaints produced by extravafation, are fuck
“as arife from prefflure; wviz. [lupidity,
““ Jofs of [enfe, and voluntary motion, labo-
“ rious and obfirulied pulfe, and refprration,
“ and thefe ufually appear immediately, er
“ very Joon after the accident.

Now it muft appear at once, that no
inconfiderable weight is added to the
theory I have offered, from the above ob-
fervations, made by a fingularly fenfible,
and experienced Surgeon.—The {fymptoms
which after a very few days occur in
Apoplexia H)’Jracfpfzaf:m, are very clofely
allied to thofe enumerated by Mr. Pott,
as the effecls of inflammation in the mem-
branes of the brain; and the fymptoms
which mark the laft ftage of the difeafe,
are as nearly conne@ed with thofe ob-

ferved
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ferved by bim, to arife from compref=
fion.

Tuere is indeed one circumitance,
which may feem very much to invalidate
the reafoning I have fallen into through
the courfe of the prefent Treatife. An
opponent may afk : If your pofition is true,
that the Apoplexia Hydrocephalica arifes in
the firft inftance from a morbid increafe
of blood in the veflels of the brain? why
do the {ymptoms in any refpe& deviate
from thofe undoubtedly proceeding from
the fame caufe in Phrenitis and Apoplexy?
To this objeion I confefs no very fatis-
faGtory anfwer can be given; nor is this
at all to be wondered at, while we are fo
ignorant, as we furely are, of the opera-
tions of the brain, and nervous fyftem ;
{o completely in the dark with refpect to
the mode, by which their influence is ex-

tended
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tended to all the vital and animal func-
tions : befides Apoplexy and Phrenitis al-
ready mentioned, it 1s an undoubted fadt,
that palfy, epilepfy, madnefs, delirium,
and head-ach, very frequently arife from
the fame caufe: this no one will deny ;
though no reafon can well be afligned for
the varieties that occur in the {fymptoms
of thefe feveral difeafes.—The age how-
ever of patients moft liable to be attacked
by Apoplexia Hydrocephalica will, in my
humble apprehenfion, fuggeft a very ma-
terial caufe for the difference between the
{fymptoms of it, and thofe of the true Apo-

plexy, as it is known to affe adults.

It feems highly probable, that the brain
of children is much lefs fenfible to the
effeQs of flimuli or preflure, than it after-
wards becomes at a more advanced age.—
There can be no doubt but that this is

H the
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the cafe at the time of birth ; for the vio-
lent compreflion which the brain vnder-
goes with impunity at that time, (even fo
great as totally to change the form of it,)
is fuch, as muit be immediately fatal if ap-
plied to the brain of a grown perfon.
for 'this reafon perbaps, as-well as the
want of firm cenneltion between the
bones of the cranium in children, which
it is well known frequently fubfifts for
fome years after birth, the progrefs of dif-
cafe arifing from a morbid accumulation
of bleod, is in infants gradual, and the
ftimulus lefs injurious ; in adults the ef-
feQs are inftantaneous, and the difeafe
more immediately fatal.

To give further {cope to reafoning, or
fpeculation on a fubject which can effec-
tually be illuftrated by falls only, would
be  inadmiffible ; I fhall therefore proceed

to
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to what now remains to be treated of, the
Prognofis and cure.

So little has hitherto been difcovered
with refpect to the cure of the difeafe here
treated of, that in the prefent ftate of our
knowledge the Prognofis muft be extreme-
ly unfavourable :—Dr. Whytt freely owns,
that he never had been fo fortunate as to
cure any one patient, whofe {ymptoms
denoted its exiftence with any degree of
certainty ; and adds, that he fufpe&s thofe
who imagine they have been more fuccefs-
ful, have miftaken another diftemper for
this.—Here however I muft beg leave
to differ from him; for it has appeared
from the teftimony of Dr. Percival of
Manchefter, and Dr. Dobfon of Bath, that
they have (even in their own families) been
fortunate enough to recover fome children,
who were as evidently affeted by it, as

H:2 others
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others to whom it had been fatal.—Thefe
recoveries they have attributed to a mode
of treatment, which certainly fince their
recommendation of it, has been tried ex-
-tenﬁvely with but little fuccefs ; therefore
I am rather inclined to believe, that the
event depended upon the very carly atten-
tion paid by them, to the difeafes of their
own children ; apprized as they muft have
been by their former loffes, that future
attacks of this dreadful malady were rea-
fonably to be expe@ed.—Certain it 1s how-
cver, that under the care of the gentle-
men above mentioned, fome patients have
been reftored to health ; and in addition
to the cafes ftated by them, I can add
three ; one of which fell under my own
immediate care in the year 1581 ; another
thortly afterwards, under that of my fa-
ther; and the third T was witnefs to in
April, 1987, In all of thefe, every fymp-

tom
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tom was as diftinétly marked as it ufually
1s in the worft cafes ; and much more {o
than in fome, where death afforded an
opportunity of afcertaining the caufe by
diffe@ion.—The three hiftories are parti-
cularly related in the Appendix, No. 14,
15, 22, to which I think may very fairly
be added, as a cafe fortunately treated,
No. g, from Epiphanius.

THE death of Dr. Dobfon has, for the
prefent, deprived the world of an enlarg-
ed edition of his former publications on
this fubjed, which by a letter I received
from him in the year 1785, I underftood
he was preparing for the prefs; fuch a
work, I have no doubt, would have af-
forded great affiftance to Phyficians in
forming their Prognofis, as well as regu-
lating the mode of treatment in f{imular
cafes,

I gave
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I nave indeed been led to fuggeft my
fufpicions, that the good fuccefs of the
two gentlemen above mentioned was the
cffe& of the very early and folicitous at-
tention of a father to the health of his
child, by a very ftrong conviétion, that
the Prognofis in this difeafe would by no
means be fo unfavourable as it is at pre-
fent, 1f afliftance were called for fuffi-
ciently early to prevent the firft caufe
from proceeding to the fatal extremities,
to which it is too often fuffered to run:
1t muft be confeflfed however, that the dil-
eale is often fo infidious in it’s firit at-
tacks, and fo gradual in it’s advancement,
that thofe moft converfant with children
may be eafily deceived as to it’s caufe, or
mobfervant as to it’s exiftence; in fhort,
3t 1s almoft neceflary, that the difeafe
thould have formerly manifefted itfelf in

a family, before the perfons moft intereft-
; ed,
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ed, can be on their guard againft it’'s fu-
ture attacks.—In fuch cafes the {malleft
appearance of any one {ymptom of the
difeafe, not otherwife 'obvioufly to be
accounted for, fhould give the alarm, and
inftantly urge the parent to call’ for medi-
cal aid.—But hitherto that aid has feldom
been fought for, until the exiftence of
the diftemper has been as evident, as the

confequence has been fatal.

From what has been already ftated,
and I hope tolerably well fupported by
faQls ; the rational mode of cure, or ra-
ther indeed the rational courfe of attempts
to be made for the relief of the patient,
readily prefents itfelf.—During the firft
moments of the diforder, there neceffarily
muil be a degree of doubt with regard to
the caufe of the f{ymptoms: vomiting,
coflivenefs, head-ach, and feverithnefs,

mav
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may depend on worms; in younger pa-
tients on dentition ; and in thofe of any age,
on foulnefs of the ftomach. For this rea-
fon the firft flep to be taken is to empty
the flomach ; for which purpofe, the lefs
powetful the emetic given, the lefs dan-
ger there will be of doing mifchief, by
forcing the fluids towards the head in the
firainings to vomit, which are ufually the
confequence of antimonial emetics : ge-
nerally warm water alone, or the infu-
fion of camomile, anfwers every purpofe
that can be looked for from vomits in this
difcafe.—In the next place, as coftive-
nefs is a very general {fymptom in the be-
ginning, a ftrong purgative ought without
lofs of time to be adminiftered ; calomel
appears to be the moft proper inftrument
to be employed ; as it i1s a remedy well
adapted to the removal of worms, and
equally well fuited to incipient Apoplexia

Hydro-
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Hydrocephalica. It muft be obferved how-
ever, that in the latter difeafe, a very
large dofe of the medicine is required in
order to produce any effe&t, a treble, nay
a much larger dofe has frequently been
given, without at all promoting the ex-
pe@ed evacuation : vid. Appendix, Nos.
1z, 16, 17, 18, 21.—If after thefe firft
fteps have been taken, the {ymptoms ftill
continue, and more particularly, if a larger
dofe of the cathartic has been neceflary,
than from the age and ftrength of the pa-
tient we fhould expe& to be effe@ual, the
Praitioner 1s then juftifiable in fufpeét-
ing the head to be the feat of the difeafe,
and having recourfe to fuch means, as

are beft {uited to countera&t the caufe.

In the firft ftages of the complaint, while
it may be fuppofed that no watery effufion
has yet taken place, every remedy that

[ promifes
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promifes to remove the Plethora of the
head is clearly indicated ; but the fymp-
toms, which are likely to attend the dif-
eafe in its progrefs, require that much at-
tention fhould be paid, even in the earlieft
moments, to the choice and management
of the antiphlogiftic remedies, which are
generally adopted in other cafes of Ple-
thora.~—For the more accurate confidera-
tion of thefe {everal articles, I fhall fub-
mit to my readers a table of the ufual
means employed for the removal of Ple-
thora, particularly that of the head ; and
endeavour, by treating of them feparate-
ly, to point out what appear to deferve a

preference in the management of Apop/exza
Hydrocephalica.

General
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General Means of removing Flethora.

I. Venefe&ion.

II. Cathartics.

{II. Blifters.

IV. Setons.

V. Proper pofition of the head.
VI. Cold applied to the head.
VII. Pediluvium.

I. WritH refpe to blood-letting.—The
freedom with which it may be employed
muft be determined, by attending to the
fymptoms of the difeafe, the conftitution,
but I imagine more particularly the age
of the patient. At the early period at
which children are ufually feized with
this difeafe, however ftrongly we may
fufpect that a congeftion of blood in the
brain has been the caufe of the fymptoms,

I2 it
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it is very evident that blood cannot be
drawn in large quantities, without the
hazard of increafing the great degree of
debility, which a continuation of the dif-
eafe always induces ; therefore, as the re-
medy now under confideration, can be re-
commended only in as much as it may
contribute to the relief of the head; and
as a {maller quantity of fluid, drawn from
a part contiguous to the feat of the dif-
eafe, will have more immediate effet
than a larger portion taken from the ge-
neral mafs, I thould decidedly, in all cafes
where the patient is very young, prefer
local evacuation to a more general bleed-
ing ; by means of leeches, or cupping and
fcarifying, a confiderable difcharge may
be procured from the temples, and where
the operation can be performed with fafe-
ty, the jugular vein, or perhaps the tem-
poral artery, may be opened with advan-

tagf.
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tage.—And from the authority of Mor-
gagniy Adverf. Anatom. Chap. vi. Animadv.
83, we have great reafon to believe, that
deep incifions in the occipital veins will
be of fervice, as he relates two cafes with-
in his own knowledge, where perfons were
evidently relieved by this operation from
comatofe affeGions.—I cannot conclude
this article without recommending to the
perufal of my readers, the 16th paragraph
of the 6th Epiftle of Morgagni, de caufis
& fedibus morborum, wherein much is to
be found with refpeé to blood-letting in
difeafes fufpeted to owe their origin to
diftention of the veflels within the cra-

nium,

[I. It is not always neceflary to have
recourfe to cathartics; as it fometimes hap-

pens that the bowels are naturally very
free in this difeafe; the contrary flate

however
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hiowever 15 infinitely more common ; and
whenever it occurs, calomel may be given,
and frequently repeated in fuch dofes as
are found fufhcient to keep up a regular
difcharge ; all additions to it being care-
fully avoided, which are likely to produce
naufea; as by them vomiting may be
brought on, or increafed to fuch a degree
as to haften confiderably the progrefs of
the difeafe.

II. It 1s a diflicult matter to decide
upon what principle the application of
blifters to the head in the early ftages
produces its good effeCls; probably by giv-
ing greater altivity to the external blood
veffels of the cranium, a check may be
given to the flow of blood into thofe more
deeply feated ; and by that means the ac-
cumulation of fluid within the brain may

be in fome meafure prevented.—It is alfo
probable
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probable that the quantity of ferous fluid
feparated from the blood in the neigh-
bouring parts by means of blifters, may,
by diminifhing the volume of the fluids
circulating within the cranium, diminifh
the degree of preflure on the brain, which
muft take place where the veflels are un-
ufually turgid.—However inaccurate this
{peculation may be, 1 depend on falls
when I recommend the immediate appli-
cation of a large blifter to the whole head,
whenever it appears morally certain that
the difeafe has commenced, the faéts above
alluded to are thefe: Do&or Cullen of
Edinburgh, whofe remarkable fagacity,
and almoft incredible 1ngenuity have long
been the admiration of the medical world,
has afferted in one of his Courfes of Cli-
nical Lectures, delivered in the Univerfity
of Edinburgh, that in one cafe of po-
plexta Hydrocephalica, the hiftory of which

he
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he relates with accuracy, the patient was
reftored to health by means of the remedy
here propofed ; he confefles however, that
in others equally decided as to the caufe,
the fame treatment had not fucceeded.—
It will alfo appear from the confideration
of cafles No. 14 and 22 of the Appendix,
which I myfelf was concerned in, that the
recovery moft probably depended on the
fame application, managed according to
Dr. Cullen’s plan; the difcharge being
kept up by means of the unguentum wvefi-
catorium for a confiderable time after the
blifters had operated in the ufual man-
ner; for in thefe two cafes, the acive
medicines adminiftered were too inconfi-
derable in quantity, to claim any fhare in
the happy effets which attended the ge-
neral treatment,—Perhaps the cafe No. 15
of the Appendix, may likewife be appealed
to for additional proof of the efficacy of long

continued
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continned difcharges from the head by:
means of blifters.

A circumftance well deferving attention
occurred as a fequel of the difeafe, in Nos.
14, and 14 ; of the children whofe cafes are
fet forth in thofe articles of the Appendix,
the former after recovery, was for many
months fubje& to conftant, profufe perfpi-
ration from his head ; and the latter, for fe-
veral years after the primary difeafe was re-
moved ; had frequent and copious difcharges
of purulent and other fluids, from an erup-
tion which affe&ted his head and the adjacent
parts.—This phenomenon is the more
worthy of note, as the patients were two of
the only three I have been acquainted with,
who were fo fortunate as to throw off the
difeafe, after it had made a very alarming
progrefs : concerning the ftate of health
which the perfon, whofe cafe is flated in

K No.



O e )

No. 22, has enjoyed fince his recovery, 1
have not been able to procure any informa-
tion fince he ceafed to be my patient.

It is to be lamented however that, altho’
like my refpeéted preceptor, I can men-
tion fome inftances of fuccefs, proba-
bly arifing from the repeated application of
blifters, like him alfo I am obliged to con-
fefs, that in feveral other cafes, the fame
mode of treatment, affifted occafionally by
the ufe of other medicines, totally failed of
giving relief : yet, in a difeafe {o general-
ly fatal, a remedy which has more than
once been crowned with fuccefs, furely
ought not in any future cafe of the fame
nature, to be omitted.

- IV. It 1s well known that fetons, or
iffues made in the neck, or partsadjoining
the head, have frequently been of fervice

in
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in preventing the recurrence of Epileply,
Apoplexy, 8ec. when thofe diforders
have manifeftly arifen from a morbid
increafe of blood flowing towards the
brain : but in the Apoplexia Hydrocepha-
Jica it generally happens, that when once
it’s fymptoms are clearly evident, their
progrefs is too rapid to-admit of our ap-
plying to fetons or iffues, for that dilatory
relief, which might be expeéted from them
in other cafes of difeafe depending on a
fimilar caufe ; it feldom therefore happens,
that a practitioner can prefcribe them in
the management of the difeafe now treat-
ed of, except in cafes where prevention,
rather than immediate cure fheuld be his
object.

. For inftance ; in a family where one
child or more fhall have already died,
affeCted by the ufual fymptoms of Apo-

plexia



(2563
plexia Hydrocephalica; if on any fubfe-
quent occafion, fome other child fhould
complain of head-ach, coftivenefs, and
weaknefs of ftomach, none of them yield-
ing to the ufual remedies for fuch com-
plaints ; although matters do not imme-
diately, and obvioufly become worfe, there
is great reafon to fufped, that {fymptoms
of a more dangerous tendency will by de-
grees unfold themfelves; here fetons or
iffues may have time to operate with
good effe@t, and therefore ought to be re-
commended. And in like manner it
fometimes happens, that where no family
propenfity to the difeafe can be traced,
{fymptoms, fuch as thofe juft mentioned
fhall be obferved ; which however flowly
they advance, by their obftinacy threaten
future mifchief : in fuch cafes, the reme-
dies, whofe operation will be moft perma-
nent, viz, fetons or iflues, are perhaps

beit
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beft adapted to the effectual relief of the

patient,

V. THE head ought undoubtedly at all
times, while the patient is in bed, to be
as much raifed as fhall be found confiftent
with his eafe ; for when this precaution is
attended to, the weight of the blood will
in fome degree mechanically counteract
the zmpetus, with which it is driven to-
wards the brain.

VI. As to the application of cold to the
head, the remedy to which this article has
a reference; I muft confefs it is rather a
wifh that it thould be tried, which has led
me to propole it, than any experience I
“ have had of it’s good effe@s; for no cafe of
this nature has occurred to me, in which
the ufe of it has been adopted.—But if we
may be allowed to reafon from analogy, the

experiment
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experiment feems to be juftifiable; for it
is certain, that the application of a clay-
cap, or indeed of cold in any form, to the
heads of phrenitic patients has been fre-
quently recommended, and the pratice
has fometimes been fuccefsful.

. VII. I savEe been induced to mention
pediluvium in this place, as one of the an-
tiphlogiftic remedies applicable to the firft
ftage of Apoplexia Hydrocephalica, nearly
by the fame motives as thofe which urged
me to recommend the trial of the remedy
treated of in the preceding article. 'The fi-
- milarity which I have endeavoured to prove
exifts between the caufes of Phrenitss, and
of the difeafe here particularly confidered,
fuggefted the ideaof attemptingto attack the
proximate caufe in the one cafe, by the fame
means as have fometimes been effeGtual in

the treatment of the other : when the ufe
of
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of the pediluvium is propofed, it is offer-
ed as a remedy fingularly effeGtual in fe-
vers for the diminution of head-ach, and
for procuring reft; both of them objeéls of
great confequence in the management of
Hydrocephalic Apoplexy in it’s firft ftage :
but it muft be confefled, that (whatever
advantages may be expeted from the ufe
of the pediluvium at this period,) it feems
to have been ineffe&tual, if not injurious,
when the difeafe was more advanced, as

appears by the report of cafe No. 11 of
the Appendix,

Having thus, with all the accuracy I
was mafler of, laid before my readers what
has occurred to me with refpet to the
medical treatment of patients in the firft,
I fhall proceed to point out what appears
to be worthy of attention in the manage-
ment of the fecond ftage of the difeafe.

HERE
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HerEe it appears probable, that after
the veflels of the brain have been for a
time oppreffed by the exceflive congeftion
of blood, they gradually lofe their tone;
and in confequence of their relaxation, the
fame change takes place with refpe& to
the diftribution of the fluids, which from
a fimilar caufe produces Dropfy in other
parts of the body : the aqueous particles
are difcharged too abundantly into the
adjacent cavities, and the abforbent veffels,
not lefs injured in their tone than the ex-
halants, are rendered incapable of remov-
ing the fuperfluous ferum,

WE are generally enabled to mark this
period by one or more of the fymptoms,
* which have been fet down in the hiftory
at large, as charaeriftic of the fecond
ftage ; thofe which moft frequently occur,
are great irregularity of the pulfe, very

evident
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evident ftrabifmus, ftupor and general in-
fenfibility.—For the removal of thefe
{ymptoms, our chief dependence muft be
on fuch remedies, as by ftimulating the
abforbent veflels, may relieve the brain
from the oppreffion it labours under.—On
this principle blifters may fiill be applied
to the head with propriety, if they have
not already been prefcribed at an earlier
period.

Divrerics for the moft part are un-
certain in their effe@s; thofe, which if
they fail to increafe the flow of urine, are
often found to at as purgatives, are un-
queftionably improper medicines in this
cafe ; as they may diminith, rather than
excite the action of the vafcular fyftem.
But amongft all the remedies capable of
giving the defired ftimulus to the abfor-
bents, mercurials feem to claim the firft

L rank:
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rank: many watery colle@ions in other
parts of the body have been removed by
the ufe of them, but they feem to be par-
ticularly indicated in the fecond ftage of
Hydrocephalic Apoplexy, fince -it appears,
that of the few who have been known to
recover from that difeafe, by far the great-
er number have taken mercury in one
form or another; many of them to a very
great extent, unattended by the wufual
effeCts on the falivary glands, which very
inferior dofes are known to produce in pa-

tients, not under the influence of this very
fingular diforder.

Tre above mentioned fafls feem to
have led fome Phyficians to a general
conclufion, that the fuccefs attending the
exhibition of mercury in this difeafe, may
be expetted to be proportional to the de-
gree of falivation which the medicine ex-

cites.
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cites.—Be this matter as it may, it is an
eftablifhed truth, that mercury has fome-
times been of fervice; it ought therefore
without hefitation to be employed, and
even in large quantities, by frition and
every other poffible mode of adminiftering
it, Do&ors Percival and Dobfon, "who
firft recommended this courfe in the Aedi-
cal Commentaries, Vol. VI. page 219 and
224, were fo fortunate in their firft at-
tempts, that the profpect of a f{pecific re-
medy for this dreadful diftemper feemed to
open on the medical world ; how far they
have fince fucceeded is not afcertained ; as
I believe no publication on the fubject has
appeared from the pen of either of them
fince they firft communicated their difco-
very : but whatever fuccefs may have at-
tended the prallice of others, I think it
will appear clearly, from the detail given
in the Appendix of nine cafes, in which it

L2 was
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was adminiftered, that even the liberal
ufe of mercury cannot be depended on as
a fource of relief. 'The patients it is true
who recovered, did ufe this remedy in the
form of calomel, but the quantity was fo
inconfiderable, when compared with the
aftonithing dofes which were taken with-
out the {malleft effe by others, that (as I
have already ftated in a former paragraph)
it appears more reafonable to attribute
their cure chiefly to the difcharge procured
and maintained by blifters.—Satisfied in my
ewn mind that this was the fa&, I con-
fefs I never did but once adopt the mode
of ufing mercury, which is ftrongly recom-
mended by Do&ors Dobfon and Percival,
viz. the application of the ointment to
the patient’s head ; for to this part I have
rather wifhed immediately to apply a large
blifter, than appropriate it to the purpoie
of mercurial friGtion, which probably may

bz
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be performed on more remote parts with
equal advantage: in one cafe however,
No. 18, after the head had ceafed to yield
any difcharge from the bliftered part, a
large mercurial plafter was applied to it,

and repeatedly renewed, but without
effe .

AFTER what has been faid in the firft
part of this Treatife, concerning the great
irregularity which often prevails in the
fymptoms of the difeafe itfelf, and the
proofs which have lately been given of the
remarkable inactivity of mercury in the
fyftem of patients affeted by it, we fhall
be the lefs furprized to find, that the ef-
feQs of other remedies, which have occa-

fionally been beneficial, are not eafily to
be accounted for,
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My father once wvifited, with another
Phyfician, a patient who had many ftrong
fymptoms of Apoplexia Hydrocephalica, at
length proceeding to continued ftupor;
large dofes of the flores zinci were pre-
fcribed, prodigious quantities of wurine
were foon afterwards difcharged, and
the patient recovered.—I have fince feen
the fame remedy tried more than once

without any effed.

Butr the queftion will now naturally
arife, if the difeafe is in it’s latter flage
confeflfedly a dropfy; and if diuretic re-
medies have fometimes been of {fervice,
why fhould we not feek for affiftance from
the moft powerful medicines of that clafs ?
many of them have certainly been em-
ployed, and I fear in general as ineffeCtu-
ally as thofe of any other defcription ;
the Digitalis purpurea, however, had not I

believe
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believe been prefcribed with this view,
until it was adminiftered under my imme-
diate in{peétion to a patient, whofe cafe
is related in No. 17 of the Appendix; it
did not at all relieve him from the diftref-
fing fymptoms of his difeafe; but it fully
an{wered my expellations of it’s diuretic
qualities, which were here as evident, as
in fome other cafes, in which I have had
recourfe to it; the particulars of thofe, as
well as the general account of the fuccefs
which has hitherto attended my experi-
ments on it, are annexed to this Treatife,
which I fhall now conclude with a few
obfervations concerning the moft rational

mode of prav&ntion.

Ix this part of the treatment, (if [ am
not much miftaken) infinitely greater con-
fidence may be placed, than in the beft

direGed
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dire¢ted efforts to fubdue the difeafe,
when it’s exiftence can be afcertained.

ConsTaNT moderate exercife, and a
temperate diet, with the occafional ufe of
purgatives, if the patient is naturally
coftive, will, it is apprehended, frequent-
ly prevent that tendency to fulnefs in the
veffels of the head, which has been al-
ready mentioned as a circumftance, ufually
to be obferved in children who have been
attacked by Hydrocephalic Apoplexy; and
in addition to thefe general cautions, if a
child of a family, wherein there is fufpi-
cion of a tendency towards this diforder, is
often affe@ted with head-ach, however
{light, where no caufe can be affigned for
it ; it is highly proper to procure without
lofs of time a difcharge from parts near
the head by means of blifters, which may
be from time to time renewed at proper

intervals,
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intervals, if the fymptom does not abate;
or perhaps the more effectual mode would
be by means of a fcton in the back of the
neck : to this there can be no objeclion
where the patients are males, but it is often
difficult to perfuade mothers to confent to
this operation upon their daughters, being
almoft univerfally repugnant to it, on ac-
count of the cicatrix which a feton {fome-
times leaves behind it.

Lastry, it has occurred in three or
four inftances, that I have been confulted
on the beft mode of prevention, when the
fubje&s (being children of parents who
had already loft fome of their offspring by
this difeafe,) were liable to a frequent
bleeding at the nofe ; now from what has
been already faid concerning the origin of
Apoplexia Hydrocephalica, 1 have thought
myfelf juftifiable in giving pofitive direc-

™M tions
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tions never to ufe any means towards
checking fuch an hemorrhage; in chil-
dren it 1s feldom confiderable in quantity,
and therefore can do no harm, and I rely
on the juitice of the principles herein laid
down, for my belief that it may be falu-
tary.

OBSERYVA-
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On the Ufe and Effells of the Fox GLovE,
or DiciTaris PURPUREA 772 Dropfies.

D URING my refidence at
Edinburgh in the year 1779, an account
was given to the Royal Medical Society,
of the fingular {fuccefs which had attended
the exhibition of the Fox Glove in hy-
dropic cafes, under the infpecion of Dr.
Withering of Birmingham: in confe-
quence of this information, an infufion of
the leaves was fhortly afterwards prefcrib-
ed for a patient, on whom it had not evi-
dently any diuretic effels, but excited

much naufea, and giddinefs in the head.
THE
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THE event of this experiment, and the
reports afterwards circulated, that the me-
dicine was very frequently ufed in Scotland
with no better fuccefs, deterred me from
making any trial of it in this kingdom,
until the year 1986, when the recent pub-
lication of Doftor Withering’s Obferva-
tions, pointed out the moft efficacious
mode of preparing it, and likewife afcer-
tained the dofe which might be prefcribed
with fafety, if not always with fuccefs.

Tue great refpe& I had for the abilities
and integrity of the learned Author, as
well as of thofe amongft his correfpon-
dents, with whom I had been perfonally
well acquainted, gave me hopes, that by
flrit attention to the felection of proper
plants, the preparation of the medicine,
and the regulation of the dofe, I might
have the good fortune to fucceed, as well

as
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as Dr. Withering and his friends, in my
experiments on a medicine, which in their
hands appeared to be almoft a fpecific for
the dropfy.

My f{ituation as Phyfician to two Hof-
pitals, the one deftined for the reception
of the fick foldiers of the Garrifon of Dub-
lin, generally confifting of five regiments
of infantry, and one of cavalry; the other
for that of the fick of 400 refident inva-
lids, fhortly afforded me opportunities of
adminiftering the Digstalis, of which 1
colleded a confiderable quantity: for my
own ufe, atthe feafon recommended by
Dr. Withering ; and diftributed it likewife
amongft my medical friends, whenever
they applied for it.

Ix the third part of the Appendix will be
found fome notes taken during my attend-

ance
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ance on eleven patients, who ufed the
Digitalis under my immediate infpetion.
The cafes now publithed are fele@ed from
a confiderably larger number, becaufe they
afford f{atisfaltory examples of the various
iegrees in which the medicine has been
efficacious, or inallive. Of the cleven pa-
tients three were completely cured; one
of them, viz. No. 28, moft unexpe&edly
indeed. Of the others {fome received tem-
perary relief from the diuretic quality of
the Fox Glove; although where the pa-
tients fuffered a relapfe, the medicine ap-
peared to have loft it’s former powers,
The remaining hiftories ferve as proofs
that the fame remedy, which in fome cafes
has almoft performed miracles, does in
others apparently fimilar, cither produce
no effe at all, or give rife to fymptoms
fo untoward, as to induce a cautious

Phyfician
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Phyfician to defift from the further ufe of
A

THE evidence lately given by Dr. Lett-
fom, in the Memotrs of the London Medical
Soczety, Vol. 11. is undoubtedly very much
at variance with the commendations be-
flowed on the Fox Glove by Dr. Wither-
ing.—On the one hand, we are prefented
with a moft melancholy detail of unfor-
tunate experiments; on the other we arc
informed that the remedy feldom fails to
eftect a cure.—The following conclufions,
however they may differ in {ubftance from
the fentiments of either of the above
mentioned gentlemen, appear to mec to be
juftified by the fats ftated in my narra-
tive of the cafes, which fuggefted them.
Vide Appendix, Part IlI.

1. Dropsins,
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1. Dropsies, though fometimes removed

by other means, are moft frequently
cured by diuretic remedies.

2. ArL diuretics are uncertain in their ef-
fects ; what i1s diuretic in one calfe,
and under certain circumftances, being
purgative, or diaphoretic in others.

5. THE Fox Glove, with every precaution
of fele&tion, preparation, and regula-
tion of the dofe, is perfeéily ineffe@ual
in a large majority of cafes, where it’s
diuretic effets are withed for.

4. Bur in fome cafes it is moft fingularly
efleCtual ; and generally where the pa-
tients are exceedingly exhaufted.

5. By due attention to the neceffary pre-
cautions, it is in the power of the Phy-
fician
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fician to prevent mifchief from too
extenfive a ufe of it, by defifting when
it produces bad effes.

6. THErREFORE in all hydropic cafes, if
other approved remedies have been
ineffeually applied, the Fox Glove
ought to be ufed—but with difcretion.

To thefe aphorifms I fhall only add,
that a remarkable circumftance occurred
in cafe No. 23, not taken notice of by
Do&tor Withering or his correfpendents,
which is that after I had defified from the
ufe of the Digrtalis, in confequence of
the {welling of the abdomen having ncar-
ly fubfided, and the medicine apparently
producing a naufea, the patient was for
fome weeks afllited with a conflant dif-
charge of limpid water from his mouth,

amounting on fome days to a great degree

N of
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of falivation.—My friend Mr. Renny,
Surgeon to the Royal Hofpital, obferved
the fame appearance of falivation, attend-
ed with a diminution of fwelling, in an
old man of a worn out conftitution, who
had taken the Digztalis for an hydropic
complaint: neither his patient nor mine
had taken mercury for a long time
before recourfe was had to the Fox Glove.
—It is pofiible the difcharge by the fali-
vary glands might have been very {fervice-
able to my patient No. 23, in preventing
a frefth accumulation in his thorax, as the
man continued to be perfectly healthy af-
ter the falivation gradually fubfided, and
his firength was recruited by good food
and tonic medicines ; as to Mr. Renny’s
patient the falivation was only of tempo-
rary fervice; his conflitution was too
much reduced to be effe€tually relicved by

HI’I:{
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any thing, and I believe he died not long

afterwards.

I suarwL conclude this part of my fub-
je&t with an hint to every Phyfician,
who wifhes to make ufe of medicines {o
powerful, as to admit of their being
exhibited only in very fmall dofes, and
of courfe mifchievous if given in larger
quantities ; it is that very particular atten-
tion be paid to the fele&ion of the reme-
dy if it chance to be an indigemﬁus pro-
dution; I confefs I have been fo cautious
in this point with regard to the digzstalis
purpurea, that I never have ufed any
which I did not colle&t with my own
hands; the plant in queftion is not to be
found in many counties of England, or of
JIreland; for the botanical chara&ers of it,
I refer my readers to Linnzus, and more
particularly to Dr. Withering’s publication,

to
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to which a coloured engraving is prefixed,
{o accurate as to make the moft fuperficial
botanift acquainted with the appearance
of the plant; for the information of my
medical brethren in Ireland, it will per-
haps not be thought amifs to obferve, that
it grows in great abundance between Dun-
leer and Dundalk: in all the mountainous
parts of the county of Armagh: from the
pafs called the Scalp, in the county of
Dublin, onwards towards the Water-fall :
and in great perfetion in the county of
Wezxford, near Gorey; and I make no
doubt in many other parts of the king-
dom, which I have not had an opportuni-
ty of vifiting ; if I were to make a con-
jeQure as to the comparative efficacy of
different kinds I have tried, I {hould pre-
fer that which grows on the pooreft foil,
and is leaft luxuriant in the fize of the

leaves.

APPE N-
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THAT the chain of fa&s
and arguments in the foregoing pages
might not be broken in upon, by the oc-
cafional introdu&ion of Cafes and Ex-
tradls into the body of the work, I have
thrown together all fuch documents into
an Appendix, arranged under three dif-
tin& heads; the firft containing a few
hiftories, not hitherto publifhed, of Cafes
wherein the Hydrocephalus, properly fo
called, evidently exifted.

In the fecond Clafs are recorded feveral
cafes of Apoplexia Hydrocephalica, which
| fell
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fell within my own obfervation, a few
communicated to me by my father, and
likewife extralls from Morgagnuz, Borelliys,
and FEpiphanius, which appeared to me
applicable to the fubje&.

In the third Clafs the reader will find
the refult of fome of the trials I made
with the digitalis purpurea, for the relief

of hydmpic patients.

Witn refpe@ to fome of the extrads
given in the fecond Clats of Cafes, it muft
be obferved, that as that able Phyfician,
and Anatomift Morgagns declares, he had
‘no opportunity of attending to the whole
progrefs of the difeafe in fome of the {ub-
jects, and did not accurately infpect others
until a fhort time before death; the ap-
pearances on diffe€tion are what chiefly
entitle the extra@s from his work to a

place
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place in this Appendix; though at the
fame time I conceive, that the fymptoms
related in thofe cafes, wherein the pro-
grefs of the difeafe was at all attended to,
are fuch as fully juftify me, in ranking
the hiftories I have fele&ted from his book,
in the fame Clafs with others of a more
recent date, where the {ymptoms and the
diffe&ions leave no room for doubt as to

the nature of the complaint.

A PP EN.
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PART v FIRST.

Contarning Cafes of Hydrocephalus, properly
Jfo calied.

CHA 'S B L.

Communicated by an eminent Surgeon in Dublin.

e

< was born with a
“ very large head, but feemed well in
¢ health, increafed in firength, and grew
% fat,—The head foon became fo unna-

¢ furﬂﬂ}*
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¢ turally large, and the features were fo
¢ much altered, as to leave no doubt con-
‘“ cerning the nature of the difeafe; the
¢« child however increafed in fize, grew
“ ftrong in his limbs, and took food : he
¢ could both hear and fee well, and fo
¢ continued until he was eighteen months
“old; he then died fuddenly, without
‘“ any convulfive attack.

“ On opening the cranium, more than
“ five quarts of very limpid water were
“ found within it, there was not the
“ {malleft trace of membrane or brain,
“ except oppofite the orbits and meatus
 auditorius, where fomething like me-
¢ dulla fill remained.”

&) CASE
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G N IR

Communicated by Doctor Henry Quin.

i a boy aged feven
“ years had been {crofulous, and com-
“ plained of violent excruciating pains in
¢ his head for above three years; his head
“ during that time gradually increafed in
“fize, fo as nearly to equal that of an
¢ adult.—By degrees his limbs were con-
¢¢ traCted, fo that he could not extend his
¢ legs; the {pine became curved, and his
¢« head was thrown backwards, as in an
¢ Oprflhotonos :—His underftanding feemed
“ alfo to be impaired, and his fpeech be-
% came remarkably flow and drawling.—
¢ When I vifited him, viz. O&ober 10th,
“ 1768, he had a blacknefs round his

S eyes,
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“eyes, and his pulfe was immeafurably
¢ quick.—The next day he died—On re-
 moving the {calp, the futures appeared
¢ as if drawn afunder, and feparated from
“ each other by the diftending force of the
‘“ contents of the cranium, which en-
¢ larging daily, required more {pace than
“ the natural fize of the fkull afforded.—
¢ By this protrufion the Fontane/ remain-
““ ed open, and the fkull was rendered
‘“ extremely thin; on opening the dura
“ mater, fome ferous humour iffued out,
“ which had lain between it and the brain,
“the veflels of which were extremely
¢ turgid.—On opening into the left ven-
“tricle, above a pint of a remarkably
“ bright limpid fluid, like the moft pure
¢« water, flowed out, on which the right
¢ lobe of the brain fubfided, and its ven-
¢ tricle was found empty; both ventricles

“ communicated with each other,”
In
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In this cafe it is remarkable, that the
patient was never affe@ted with the leaft
degree of lethargy, or drowfinefs; and
that his pulfe was remarkably quick. It
is to be obferved, that during the whole
of his illnefs, nay indeed of his life, he
had a very great appetite, and drank (for
his years) a large quantity of wine.

CAS*E T

Communicated by an eminent Surgeon.

£ I N the year 1464, I was called
% to fee the child of ———, it was then
 three days old, had not taken any
¢ nourifhment, and was in a lethargic ftate ;

“ the head at leaft one third larger than
¢ the
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“ the natural fize—it died that night; on
¢ opening the head I found it contained
“ near one quart of clear water, there
“ were {carcely any appearances of mem-
¢ branes or nerves, the fkull was not form-
“ ed, and offification had only commenced,
“ fo that it is probable this diforder began
“ very carly.”

APPE N-
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Cafes of ArorLEx1A HYDROCEPHALICA,
colleted from the Works of Medica!l
Authors, and other Sources.

B s T DAY

Vide Petri Borelli Hiftoriz et Obfervationes Medico
Phyfice, Edit. Francof. A.D. 1676, Obfervat.

XXX Viil,

¢ M ARIA Cueillere, puella

“ duodecim annos nata, temperamento pitui-
““ tofo et pingui habitu preedita, anno 1648,
“ menfe
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“menfe Mato, maximo dolore fixo wverticis
“ laboravit per 4 menfess wvocatus fui ad
“ erus curam, eam fere fine febre tnveni,
““ Jed omnia alimenta rejicientem, aqud au-
“zem fold, cum [accharo per multos dies vi-
“ tam iradusxit, de nulli enim alid re, pree-
“ ter de dolore future coronalis conguereba-
“tur. Remedia omnia qua wmihi utiliora
“ vifa fuerunt, admovenda curavi, phlebo-
“ jomia brachii celebrata fuit, inunctiones
“ et folus partis dolentis, &c.—Sed omnia
“ fiue ullo levamine, nullus tamen aderat
 tumor vel rubor, tandem ad remedia effica-
“ ciora devent, et veficantia prafidia pone
“ aures, et occiprito admota fuerunt, quibis
 cum non levaretur ipfi parti dolents, etianm
 potens weficans applicandum effe cenfur,
 guod cum pari fucceffu peraffum fiit,
 tandem cucurbitula cum fearificaiu, et wul-
 fimo caufticum potentrale region: dolents
 applicata, niht! profuerunt. AMens adhuc

' ek
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et [ententia mea erat crucialem celebrare
 gncifionem, imo et trepano wuiz, fed mors
“ finem miferiis et doloribus ejus, antequam
% hec remedia celebrarentur, impofuit,

 Tandem morte hac auditi, caufamgue
“ grus agnofcere cupiens, ut pofteritati res
¢ adeo admiranda transferri poflet, parentes
€ renuentes exoravi, eorumqie amicos, dicens
“ capus. puelle aperiendum effe, non folum
“ ad morbi cognitionem, fed etiam ut cwteris
“ familie, fi eodem morbo quandogue detine-
 rentur utile foret.  Apertum ergo fuit
“ caput puelle, me prafcribente, omniague
 optime conformata, et fine corruptione,
 (preeter [pem tamen ) reperta [unt 5 extflima-
€ veram enim pus copiofum intus latere, pree-
“ crpue quoniam paulo ante obitum, per ocu-
 Jum dextrum purulentum aliguid emififfet,
 fed cum de canfi agnofcendi defperaremus,
“ dum curiofitatis gratid rete mirabile et

< gliar
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 glias partes chirurgus difcipulis fuis de-
 monfirare voluiffet, digitis abfceffum rupit
 natrbus et infundibulo cerebri inkerentem,
“ ¢ guo flatim aqua clariffima, cum impetu,
“ ¢t ad libras duas exivit, quafi e fonte [ca-
 turiens, et in altum profiliens.——Non
 parum potuit ad hunc morbum conferre guod
 quinque vel fex ante morbum menfibus,
 [cabiem capitis pafla erat puella nofira, et
““ male a monachis quibufdant curata re-
 pellentibus remediis, et unguents frigidis
“ fuerat.”

P CASE
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C: A S BN

Vid. Morgagni de Caufis et Sedibus Morborum, Edit.
Venet. A.D. 1761, Epiftol. 1ma. Artic. 242

e P UE R annos tredecin natus

“ perfpicacior? ingenio preeditus, cujus foror,
 fraterque ex phthifi interierant, cum ipfe
 anno [upertore pulmonis finifiri inflamma-
s tione laboraffet, corripitur dolore capitis,
“ fupra oculos, atque horum etiam dolore,
 circa quos wvifcida effluebat materia ; pof-
“ tridie delirat, oculos in adftantes defigit,
 nonnthil vifcidi evomit. Deinde ex im-
“ provifo convulfionibus prehenditur, a qui-
 bus in affectionem quafi foporofam incidit,
 [@pius tamen convulfione cum difficili re-
“ [piratione
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 fbiratione comjunla excitatur. Denigue
 moritur——-.  Cranio exfelfo dura me-
“ ninx ad [fanguiferorum vajorum latera in-
““ venta eft cinereo colore infecta.—Dum au-
“tem hec a crifta galli ut vocant avellendo
“ abrumperitur, panlulum erupit [er: fanio-
“ fi; Jeri autem [limpidi quafi uncia inde
 extvit, qua ferebantur nervi optici.”

EreA PEE 3 BTV

Morgagni eadem' Epiftol. Artic. 14t2.

T MUL 1E R IS diffecui caput
< jneunte anno 17174, affecta primum vene-
“ red lue, hinc febre cum atrocibus capitis

“ doloribus, et delirio correpta fuit; et ex
L
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“ his in DNofocomio Patavino decefferat—
“ Hujus exfellum cranium, alicubi appa-
“ ruit ex rubro migricans. Dure aulem
 meningis ea pars, que [uperne medie re-
 gioni finus lateralis dexteri proxima eraf,
“ multo craffior falla, cum altero meninge
“ atque adeo cum cerebri fubflantid omnino
“ coaluerat, erantque hec tria i eo loco femi-
¢ putrida, et lurido quodam colore, ex [ub-
 flavo cinereo, in corticali prefertim cerebri
“ portione, deturpata.—Ruinetiam extima
“ cerebelli fubjelli fubflantia, quanguam ad
 minorem tracfum, ad ducs videlicet 1ran/-
“ werfos digitos, cum meninge uirdque adeo
 coaluerat, ut cum e dure cavo cerebellum
“ extraherem, bujus ibi [ubflantia dure me-
 ning: adherens, relicla _fit.—Porro cerebr?
‘““vafa per tenuem meningem repentia, @qro
 latiora confprciebantur, nigroque [anguine
“ diffenta, qualis ef in dure fintbus furt.—
* Per medullarem cutem cerebri fubflantiam

 affulatin:
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“ affulatim diffeilam, crebra paffim, et evi-
 dentiora quam [oleant, [anguifera vafcula
“ [e oftendebant. — Laterales ventriculi agué
“ pleniffimi [ubfufcd, quo colore et eorum
“ factes infefta erat—Denigue pinealis

“ glandula firmior, et mayor, et albidior
¢ quofdam quafi locilos tntus habere vija eff.”

Chf o Sainly sV H,

Vid. Morgagni de Caufis & Sedibus, &c. Epift. vi.
Art. 6.

6 ‘(f Dolefeentulus arnnorum quin-

 decim, vertigini obnoxius, ex improvifo i
ferram cadit, [uppre/fis ommium fenfunn:
“ funétiontbus.—Poft horam ad fe redi,
 [inguae moty nonnihil lafo.—Paucis poft
% diebus
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“ diebus in febrem incidit acutam, cui [fopo-
“ rofa affectio [uperventt, cum levibus mo-
 1tbus convulfivis.—Facies rubet, tandem
“ moritur.— Multum [eri in cerebro flag-
“ nantis invenitur.”

G SR S AT

Vid. Morgagni de Caufis, &c. Epift. vi. Art. 8.

o TR ebriofus, qui ad annum
 gccedebat  [fexagefimum, febre acutd la-
 borans, in wnofocomium wultimo duntaxat
* norbi tempore illatus, hebes jacebat, ut in-
 terrogantibus vix refponderet.—Stragula
 fopius abjicichat, quafi ingenti wrerctur
“ calore, qui [fi tangeres wix lepidus, mo

- « o7
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“ ad extrema corporis frigidus percipiebatur.
 Pulfus interdunm omnino latebat ; interduin
“ prodibat 5 fed durus, parvus, intermiliens
“ refpiratio tamen erat naturalis 5 per hec
 noviffimis tranfaclis diebus, prope quartum
 decimum eft mortuns.—Cranio reclufo,
“ dum craffa meninx inciditur, et dum ce-
 rebrum eximitur, limpidum, [ed non mul-
S tum prodit ferunr: fub tenui quogue meninge,
“ que leve inflammationts prabebat indicium,
“ fuler qui inter cerebri aufraclfus defcen-
 dunt, eodem manabant [ero ;" denigue in
“ lateralibus ventriculis ﬁffl;'mi?ffum Jeri, co-
“ Jore fanguineo infecli repertum eff.

CASE
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Gl M D b

Vide Epiphanii Ferdinandi Hiftoriz Medice, Edit.
Venet. 1621, Hiftor. xviii.

“ 4. D. 1599, Menfe Funu
 Joan: Baptifia Simeon Meflapienfis,
 puer dectmum  tertium annunt agens,
¢ temperamento aliogurn calido & humido,
 Zncidit fempore amni calidiffimo in in-
 gentiffimum capitis dolorem, prafertin
 fecundum pofiicam ejus partem et frontem.
““ Dolor erat gravativus, et ex phlogofi po-
“ tius proveniebat, quam ex verd inflamma-
“ tione cerebri, ejufque membranorum, et
“ partium adracentium. Hae 1™ morbi dre
““ aderat febris non acuta [ed ignava potius,

“ vigilie,
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“ vigilie, pulfus rari, urine falubres, et
““ reffé colorate, anxius tamen erat, caput
“ rncalefcebat ad talfum. 2% die eadem, et
“ oculi dolebant 5 3Y* claw/fit dextrum oculumn;
“ g gt & 6% eadem [ymptomata ; 5™
“ clawfus jfuit finifler oculus, dolores capitis
“ acerbi et maximi; 11™% peffimé habuit ;
 femper enmtm o0b doloris vehementiam jfor-
“ titer clamabat ; 14 vifus eft melius habere
“ ex dolore, [ed penitus nom videbat ex aimi-
 bobus oculis, nihil tamen in ipfis apparente,
 pupilla tamen mihi aliguantulum dilatata
 videbatur.——Sanus ex dolore, [ed in-
“ fauftum [ymptoma, videlicet czcitas remarn-
 [it, que nullis medicamentis potuit expug-

“ nar”’

THE train of {ymptoms recorded in the
above cafe, drawn up nearly 200 years
agd, I fubmit to the confideration of my
brethren of the prefent day; Eprphanius

Q gives
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gives the above hiftory to the world as
that of a patient, labouring under the
Amaurofis, or Gulta Serena; yet 1 cannot
poflibly doubt but that the Phyficians of
this age, who are aware of the various
fymptoms which arife in the difeafe of the
head, firft fpecifically defcribed by Do&or
Whytt, will on comparing his account of
Hydrocephalus with the hiftory juft now
given, decide with me, that the blindnefs
was but the confequence of a morbid ac-
cumulation in the brain.—That the accu-
mulation was fuch as I have endeavoured
to prove is the primary caufe of watery
effufion within the ventricles, will appear
highly probable, when the remedies ufed
for the relief of the patient, as hereafter
quoted, are duly confidered :—DBefore I
procced to recite FZpiphanius’s mode of
treating the above cafe, I cannot avoid
obferving, that the fymptom, viz. blind-

nefs
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nefs which remained in his patient, ren-
ders the cafe fomewhat analogous to that
of Mafter ——, Cafe 15, whofe fitua-
tion was very accurately attended to by
two moft eminent Phyficians; and the
fymptoms by them pronounced beyond a
doubt to indicate the exiftence of what is
called in the foregoing pages Apoplexia
Hydrocephalica.

I xow add the mode of cure adopted by
Epiphanius.— Statim _facla fuit [anguinis
 miffio ex medid, nam hec magis apparebat—
< et licet Galenus ubique locorum dixerit, pueros
“ non effe phlebotomandos nifi pertranfierit
 decimus quartus annus ; tamen quomam hic
 puer erat pragrandis, et validas habebat
“ wires, et erat peccatum in [anguine, et
 morbus magnus, viriumque robur, fuit
“ falla fectio vene~——1tertid die ilerum fuit
“ fefa vena capitis in_finiftro brachio ; fan-

“ guis
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S guis non erat putridus, fed aduftus ; quintd
“ fuere cucurbitule [carificate [patulis* ad-
“ mole; f[extd hirudires naribus, et offava
 fuit facla vene [ectio in fronte, cucurbitu-
 Jis non f[earificatis [patulis, et ligaturis
“ [epi/fime utebatur pro capitis dofore aufe-
“ rendo.——Sed dum hec exercebantur, ecce
¢ pejor priori novus pullulavit affeius prater
“ naturam, videlicet cecitas feu gutta ferena
“ circa undecimam diem, cui [fatim, nulld
“ interpofitd mord, maximopere incumbuimus,
“ dubitantes ne figatur humor, et incurabilis
 fiat affectio, et ita evenit. Statim igitur
“ut hoc [ymptoma apparust, Scil: de [ero
“ undecime diei, falla fuit vene [eflio ex
“ temporibus, et ex angulis oculorium, fuii-
“ gue admota cucurbitula magna [carificala

““ occipitio, et cauterium in nuchd, quamvis

¥ Spatula is by fome barbarous Medical Writers, as

well as the Author of the above detefiable jargon, ufed
inftead of Scapula. '

 fetaceum
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€ [etaceum propofutmus, [ed languens renuit.
“ — Devenimus i1ta urgenie neceffitate ad
 finapifmos cincipriz, et veficatoria eidem

“ parti, et occiprti ——

“ Denigue ut ommnem lapidem meveamus,
“ac nithil intallum derelinguamus, deveni-
“mus ad t/lum excellens collyrium, quod
“ tant? facit Galenus.——

“ Ferum proh dolor, omnia fuerunt ir-

G rria.

CASE
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Gl 5 E X.

Communicated by Doétor Henry Quin.

s MASTER ———, aged
““ nine years, of a fcrofulous habit, had
“ often been feized with an inability to
¢ utter : a {crofulous fiftula appearing un-
““der his right eye, with a fmall caries
¢ of the bone of the orbit, he was fent
¢ to the falt-water,—At the end of fome
“ months, in Auguft 1768, he was at-
¢ tacked with an epileptic fit, and imme-
“ diately afterwards complainéd of pain in
¢ his head, became feverith, and vomited
“ for fome days almoft conftantly, being
‘ withal drowfy. He was bled, a blifter

“ was
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“ was applied between the fhoulders, and
““ he was purged with the olewmn ricini,
“ which brought oft ftools that were ex-
% tremely bilious, by which he feemed to
¢ be relieved ; raved lefs, complained lefs of
¢ pain in his head, and vomited lefs fre-
‘“ quently, viz. but twice in twenty-four
 hours, and what he threw up was fre-
“ quently bilious.

“ Apoutr the 11th day he was in
¢« this ftate, with fuch an abatement of
“ quicknefs in his pulfe, as would in-
“ duce a Phyfician (if that circumftance
“ only were attended to) to pronounce his
“ fever to be fubdued. I judged diffe-
“ rently of this; and declared it to be a
¢ morbid flownefs of pulfe; for I ftill ob-
¢ ferved him drowfy and ftupid, his fkin
¢ was ftill very hot, his vomiting had not
“ ceafed, and the following night he rav-

“ ed
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¢ ed much, and appeared more than ufual-
“ Iy difirefled. On the 12th his pulfe was
¢ ftill flower, and his ftupor greater.—A
“ blifter was applied to the occiput ; his
¢ friends were advertifed of his danger,
“ and he died at night.

. “ Ox opening his head a confiderable
““ part of the orbit of the affefted eye was
¢ carious, and a large febaceous tumor was
‘ formed behind the fiftula, which opened
“ externally.——Innumerable exceedingly
¢ fmall hydatids, of the fize of grains of
“ muftard-feed, were formed on the coats
“ of all the blood vefiels on the furface of
“ the brain, and a larger than natural
“ quantity of ferum was found in the
‘¢ ventricles.”

GCaTs E
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B SR D) O 1

Communicated by Dector Henry Quin.

€ —w——, a young lady aged

“ ten years, was obferved for about eight
 or ten days to be very heavy, and be-
“ came coftive; as fhe had been formerly
“ fubjet to worms, and often relieved by
“ the ufe of common f{alt, fome of it was
“ now given to her, but without effet.
¢ She foon afterwards complained of gid-
“ dinefs and double fight, and was often
¢ attacked by violent pain in the fore-part
 of the head : under thefe circumftances
R «d
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“] firft vifited her Nov. 30, 1771, and
¢ found her pulfe flow, unequal and in-
¢“ termitting, her fkin temperate, her
“ tongue clean, her eyes clear, and her
“ face at that time had all the bloom of
¢« apparent health, though in the progrefs
¢ of the diforder her fkin acquired a mud-
““ dy hue; her breath was very ftrong, her
¢ urine generally loaded with a lateritious

¢ {ediment.

¢ In order to purge her, large dofes of

“ olewm Ricini were given, but without
“ effet. The infus: fene cum mannd et
“ fal: Rupellens: anfwered fomewhat bet-
¢ ter, but not without the affiftance of an
¢ injection : the ftool procured by thefe
‘““ means was of a deep bilious colour, and
“ very foetid. ‘The pain in her head
¢ (which always increafed after {fleep)
% becoming more conftant and violent,
“ {ome
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¢« fome blood was drawn; the ferum was
¢ apparently bilious, the craffamentum
“ not inflamed. A vomit of vin: Ipecac:
“ et vin: Antimon: fingul: unc: i. brought
“ nothing foul off her ftomach, but procur-
“ ed a copious bilious ftool ; notwithftand-
‘“ing this, the head-ach increafed fo
“ much, that it was thought neceflary to
¢ repeat the bleeding ; the ferum was now
¢ lefs bilious than at firf}, and the craffa-
‘“ mentum had {fome appearance of a buffy
¢ coat. A purgative mixture of jalap
¢ and nitre given in broth, and after-
¢ wards, a ftimulating inje&ion with g//a-
« fetida, brought off two large flools ex-
¢ tremely bilious and flimy; after which
¢ {he feemed to be relieved.

“ 'Tue very bilious ftate of her evacua-
¢ tions induced me to order a {aline mix-

¢ ture, with three grains of tartar emetic

19 tD
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“ to eight ounces; this had not any fen-
“ fible effe. Her giddinefs and pain re-
“ turnming, and fome tendency to delirium
“ being obferved; her pulfe alfo becom-
“ ing more uniformly quick, and lefs in-
“ termitting, and the heat of her fkin in-
“ creafing ; a blifter was applied between
““ her thoulders, her bowels being previ-
“ oufly opened by means of the purging
¢ powders.—A ftrong infufion of Falerian,
“ with tinQure of Falerian and ftibiated
“ tartar, feemed to render her lefs refilefs,
“ and more inclined to fleep; fhe con-
“ flantly however lay on the right fide
“ when afleep, and in this fituation the
“ left eye appeared but half clofed.-——Her
‘“ preference for acids was manifeft, al-
“ though fhe feemed to have no thirft.—
“ Her fkin hitherto had remained quite
“ dry, and her feet were often very cold.
¢ The quicknefs of her pulfe, the heat of

& hek
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J

“ her fkin, and more conflant delirium, ex-
“ hibiting very evident {ymptoms of fever,
“ her parents determined to give her
« Yames's Powder. 'The third part of a
¢ paper was firft given; afterwards one-
‘ half, and then two-thirds of a paper,
“ but without the leaft effe€t.—A ftupor
“ now began to affe@ her, fhe became
“ lefs apprehenfive, her right eye became
“ more prominent than the left, and the
¢ pupils of both much dilated ; they fuf-
« fered no contralion when a ftrong light
¢ was brought before them.—It was now
“ agreed on, that the Fames's Powder
¢ fhould be omitted, and the purging pow-
“ ders repeated : they procured a large
“ watery ftool, which fhe pafled infenfi-
¢ bly.—A blifter was then applied to her
“ head, and a mixture with mufk given;
“ her ftupor ftill increafing, Do&or Smyth
¢ was called in.

iy
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“ As during the whole courfe of the
s difeafe fhe had fcarcely f{weated, not-
¢ withftanding that flupes had been ap-
« plied to her legs, and heated bricks to
¢ her feet, a femicupium was direled ;
“ a clyfler with #7ncfura facra was prefcrib-
“ ed to be injefled on her coming out of
¢ the bath, and to be followed by the ap-
¢ plication of a leech to each temple ; the
¢ muik mixture to be continued.—She
“ bore the bath well, and fpoke a few
¢ words whilft in it ; but this as well as
¢ the other operations were of no material
¢ fervice.—In the evening her counten-
“ ance was of a purplith red, the pupil of
¢ the right eye was fomewhat contradled,
“ and feemed to have fome {mall degree
““ of mobility.—T hat of the left very much
“ dilated and immoveable.

“ WHILST
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“ WarLst the right arm and leg re-
‘“ mained motionlefs, and the fingers con-
“ tralted, (as in an Hemiplegia) the extre-
““ mities of the left fide were in conflant
“ motion ; her breathing was extremely
“ quick and difficult, her pulfe low and
‘“ quick, and fhe could not fwallow; in
“this ftate fhe remained until morning,
“ when the recovered the power of fwal-
“ Jowing, and breathed more freely ; on
¢ the evening of December 12th the fluth-
“ing of her face returned, with inability
« to f{wallow, and every other deadly
« fymptom : fhe died next mornin

It is remarkable in this cafe, that both
eyes were at firft equaily affeCed, the pu-
pils of both being morbidly dilated ; but
two days previous to her death, while the
extremities of the right fide were evident-
ly paralytically affeCtal, the eye of that
fide
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{ide feemed to have recovered fome degree
of fenfibility; but although the arm and
leg of the oppofite fide enjoyed full power
of motion, the eye was completely infen-

fible.

B W 0 4 |

| ¢ I C , a girl aged ten
¢« years, of a cheerful temper, and un-

¢ commonly fenfible for her age, about
“ the middle of January 1780 began to
 lofe her appetite, and appeared lefs
« {prightly than ufual; fhe often com-
« plained of chillinefs, and at times, efpe-
« cially in the evenings, vomited on tak-

‘ ing
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“ing food. On the goth her forchead
¢ was flightly bruifed by an accidental fall,
“ and on the 3ift fhe complained of
¢« head-ach, which increafed on the 1ft of
“ February, and became fo fevere on the
¢« »d as to confine her to her bed ; from
¢ that day it continued without intermif-
¢ fion to be almoft intolerable, attended
“ with vomiting of every thing fhe {wal-
“ Jowed. On the gth, when I firft faw
“ her, befides the head-ach, the complain-
“ed of fevere pains in her breaft and
“ belly ; the had no flool fince the 1fi,
% her urine was paffed in fmall quantities,
‘ and with difficulty. Her eyes appeared
“ heavy and fomewhat intolerant of light;
“ but without f{uffufion, and the pupils
“ contralled well. Pulfe about 70 in a
““ minute, rather full, and flightly irregu-
‘lar ; fhe lay conftantly on her left fide,
 and was perfectly diftinét in all her an-

S  {wers.
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“ {wers. She was immediately ordered to
“ take five grains of calomel triturated
“ with ten of ja/ap, and an injeGion in
“ the evening, if the medicine did not ope-
“ rate. She took the powder, and had a
“ {mall ftool of a black colour and very
¢ feetid fmell, without the affiftance of the
¢.injection ; the did not fleep, and her head-
¢ ach was not at all relieved.

¢« 6th, Puvsk as before ; the was ordered
“ to repeat the calome/ and jalap ten grains
¢ of cach ; the had four ftools before the
“ took the powder, the head-ach was a
« little relieved in the evening, but be-
 came as violent as ever at night.

“ nth, PuLse nearly as yefterday, but
< was weaker when fhe attempted to fit up,
“ which foon made her giddy and fick:

< the



APPENDIX ParrlIl 139

¢ the vomiting continued, the powder was

“ repeated this evening.

“ §th, No flool fince the 6th, pulfe
“ ftill about 7o, irregular and weaker than
¢ formerly. A blifter was applied to the
¢ whole head, the calome/ and jalap were
“ repeated ; at night fhe had two ftools.

¢ gth, Tue blifter rofe well, and the
“ fore was ordered to be drefled with
¢t blifter ointment, her head-ach not at all
¢ diminithed ; the vomiting continued ; a
¢ flight ftrabi{mus was obferved, but the
< pupils ftill contracted well. Pulfe more
¢ irregular ; fhe was fometimes delirious ;
¢ a drachm of the firong mercurial oint-
 ment was rubbed on the infide of her
 thighs this evening, and repeated at
“ night. Her left temple was cupped,
¢ and
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¢ and a little blood drawn from it without
“ any relief.

¢ 1oth, Hap three flools, with the laft
¢ of which fhe pafled a /umbricus fourteen
 inches long, did not vomit; was fre-
« quently delirious, her feet were colder
“-than natural; the mercurial fri¢tion was
“ applied three times in the courfe of the
“day, and her legs were fomented at
“ night without any apparent effe@.

“ rith, SHE became very indiftin& in
* her anfwers, and her vifion feemed to
““ be impaired. Pulfe about 100, weak
*and nrregular.  The mercurial ointment
“ was applied as formerly, and fhe took
‘ ten grains of the mercurial pill at mid-
“ day, and the fame quantity in the even-
% 1ng,

¢ 1ath,
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“ 12th, Sue loft her {peech, and be-
¢ came paralytic on the right fide. Pulfe
¢ about 110, and confiderably quickened
“ by a little wine, which was given to her
€ at times, and which fhe {wallowed readi-
“ly. As mercury had been ufed in three
“ different forms, without its producing
‘“ any tendency to falivation, fhe was or-
“ dered in the afternoon to take fix grains
““of turpeth mineraly which vomited her
“ flightly twice, and purged her once ; the
“ infenfibility however was diminifhed,
“ and the pulfe became lefs frequent,

“ 13th, SHE took another dofe of the
s turpeth mineral in the morning, and
¢ had one ftool ; about three hours after-
¢ wards, the moved her eyes at the ap-
¢ proach of light ; but the pupils fcarcely
¢ contraCted. Her face was now flufhed ;
“ and her tongue remarkably foul, the

 furpett
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“ jurpeth mineral was repeated at night, to
¢ the quantity of ten grains without effect;
¢ at night fhe pafied foeces and urine in-

“ yoluntarily.

« 14th, AsouT mid-day fthe died with-
“ out any previous convulfions.

“ 1oth, Tue head was opened, the
“ cranium was found to be uncommonly
“ thin. 'The dura mater was in 1ts natu-
¢ yal flate; the fwmica arachnoidea was
 amazingly thickened, feveral patches of
“ inflammatory cruft appeared on it’s {ur-
¢ face, and under it was found a confi
¢ derable quantity of fluid coagulable by
¢ heat ; the left olfatory nerve was un-
¢ commonly large. About three ounces
“ of pure water were found about the bafis
¢ of the brain, and about one ounce in the

¢ lateral ventricles, from whence the other
¢ water
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 water appeared to have come through
“ the snfundibulum. 'The pituitary gland
‘ had no morbid appearance either as to
““ 1t’s fize or confiftence. ‘The choroid
“ plexus had feveral granulated fubflances,
“ like {mall hydatids attached to it. The
 cerebe/lum was lefs uniform in it’s texture
“ than ufual. Nothing more could be
“ obferved about the head—The body was
“ not opened.

CASE
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CASvE Bl

MR. —-—, aged 42, died
April 11th 1481, he had been remark-
ably robuft and even athletic in his
make, but for more than two years pre-
ceding his death had been evidently
maniacal, and as fuch, had been con-
figned to the management of perfons
properly qualiﬁed%to treat people in his
fituation.

For about ten days immediately pre-
ceding his death, he appeared lefs lively
than ufual, and the people about him

had
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had reafon to fufpe&, that neither his
hearing nor his fight were fo good as
ufual; it was alfo obferved, that al-
though attempts were made every day
to procure a difcharge by ftool, both by
means of purgative medicines and clyfters;
yet it could not be accomplithed more
than once in the courfe of feveral days.
He fo obftinately concealed any diftref-
fing {ymptoms he might have had, and
was {o totally filent to any inquiries that
were made about his health, that no
further particulars could be learned from
him with refpe& te his immediate fitua-
tion ; it was obferved however by thofe
who were about him; that his pulfe at
length became exceedingly quick, and
rather weak, and he thortly afterwards
~ died, without any convulfion or firuggle
whatever.

il | Ox
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On diffe€tion * his brain was found un-
ufually firm in every part of it’'s {ub-
ftance; (which Mr. Hunter afferts to be
the cafe in all maniacs whofe heads he
has examined)—the veflels throughout
every part of the brain were exceedingly
full of blood, and the fmaller branches
had the appearance of being moft mi-
nutely injected ; there was a confider-
able effufion of watery fluid between
the arachnoid coat and pia mater, {ome
appearance of inflammation in the
thalami nervorum opticorum, and about
five ounces of water were found in the
lateral ventricles. ‘The appearances on
diffeQion are precifely fimilar in this
cafe, to thofe that have prefented them-
felves in the brains of patients, who

have died under all the {ymptoms of
Apoplexia

* At which the Author was prefent, and took on the
{pot the account now given.
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Apoplexia Hydrocephalica ; during the life
of this patient however, it was impofli-
ble to afcertain what his feelings were.
The vomiting ufually an attendant {ymp-
tom of his complaint, could not have
been concealed by any efforts of his; and
therefore i1t may be concluded, that the
tendency to it did not in this cafe exift:
and it is likewife probable, that if the
head-ach had been {o exceflive as it
ufually is in this difeafe, neither his re-
{olution, nor his obftinacy could have
ftifled all complaint.—In this cafe how-
ever I think it is probable, that the want
of irritability in the brains of maniacs
might have prevented the accumulation
of blood in the head from producing
thofe fymptoms, which it is moft pro-
bable it would have done in a patient,
whofe intelle&t had not been previoufly

deran ged.

CASE
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@t Vs el AL | 0

MASTER ———, aged
four yecars and nine months, complained
about the beginning of December 1781 of
head-ach and drowfinefs; he frequently
vomited and was coftive ; rhubarb and
{ome other purgatives were given, which
operated {paringly and afforded no relief.
On the 12th of December I vifited him
with my father, and found his pulfc in
general quick, but very irregular; his
tongue was foul, he difliked the hght
much, and on examination, the pupils were
enlarged, and one of the eyes turned fome-

what
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what inwards towards the nofe. He could
not be prevailed on to fit up in bed,
when raifed he inclined his head to one
fide or the other, as if unable to hold it
eret, and in general lay in a comatofe
flate, from which he fometimes ftarted
with violent fhrieks : his {kin was hot, his
face rather fluthed, and he pafled but {mall
quantities of urine.—As it was fuggefted
that in a fimilar cafe, confiderable relief
had been obtained by the ufe of the Flores
Zinci, which operated as a diurcetic, a
mixture was ordered, a dofe of which con-
taining two grains of the Flores, was to
be taken every two hours; and as we had
little doubt as to the feat and caufe of the
patient’s difeafe, a blifter was applied to
the whole head that night, and a grain of
calome/ dire&led to be given every night
and morning. On the 13th the ftupor
was greater, the enlargement of the pu-

' pils
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pils much more remarkable, and the me-
dicines had had no vifible effe¢t. On the
i4th the pupils did not at all contra& on
the approach of light, and the child was
evidently weaker and more infenfible ; the
blifter however had rifen and difcharged
well : as his bowels had been confined for
two days, a clyfter was ordered, and the
zrne mixture and calomel continued. The
clyfler brought oft’ two large ftools, which
{feemed to give eafe, and the child appa-
rently enjoyed more natural reft than hi-
therto. From the 14th to the 24th the
medicines were regularly repeated; the
bliflered part was drefied with the wizguen-
tum epifpaflicum, and during the fpace of
time juft mentioned, every day fucceffive-
ly held forth the appearance of gradual
amendment ; infomuch, that on the 24th
it was thought unneceflary to repeat the

calome! and zi7zc mixture; the difcharge
from

e i Wi S . o S

S AT . P S
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from the head however was flill kept up
for fome days, and three grains of cathar-
tic extrad direQled to be taken in the
morning, whenever the patient had not
had a flool the preceding day. On the
soth no appearance of difecafe remained

but confiderable weaknefs.

In April following I was applied to by
the parents of this child, who then was
affe@ed with a zertian intermittent, which
foon yielded to the ufual remedies: I was
informed however, that ever fince his ill-
nefs in December, he had been fubjet to
profufe perfpirations from his head, with-
out any aflignable caufe ; this per{piration
was moft remarkable at nights, and was
often fo violent, that it was neceflary to
change his cap before morning.—He has
for fome years enjoyed tolerably good
health; I am informed however that he is

of



is2 APPENDIX Parrll

of an heavy difpofition, and fubje&t to
head-achs, particularly in the {pring and
autumn. | :

S P o Dol

MASTER ———, aged
four years, had been attended for fome
days by the late Sir Nathaniel Barry, and
on the 14th of February 1482 Dr. Quin,
{enior, was called into confultation ; every
circumftance ftrongly indicated the exif-
tence of water in the brain, fo clearly indeed
that his recovery was abfolutely defpaired
of. He was for feveral days totally blind,
and infenfible, but the fuccefs which had

a few
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a few days before attended the treatment
of Mafter ———, wvid. Cafe XIV. fug-
gefted the trial of the fame remedies here;
accordingly a large blifter was applied to
his head, and the fore was kept open for
a great length of time, occafionally the
aftual bliftering plafter was renewed ;
along with this he immediately entered on
a courfe of calomel/; and on inquiry I
found he took about 60 grains in three
weeks, beginning with a grain every morn-
ing and night, the dofe being increafed from
time to time as it was found neceffary.
He foon after the commencement of this
courfe thewed evident figns of returning
fenfibility, and gradually recovered his
health, ftrength, and underflanding ; the
latter is remarkably quick and a&ive.

Tue child however was born with a
degree of firabifmus in the left eye, and
U whether
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whether he ever had perfect ufe of it is un-
certain; it was not until he had been taught
to read, which he is remarkably fond of
doing, that his mother and friends obferv-
ed, that when earnefily engaged in this
purfuit, he either held the book up to his
right eye, or if the book were placed on a
table, he turned his right eye towards it,
in order to read with facility. Experi-
ments were then made to afcertain the
caufe of this habit, which his friends
then recolle@ed to have prevailed for
fome time ; and it was found that when
the right eye was clofed, he could difcern
the form, colour, and diftance of large ob-
je&ts, but could not fufficiently afcertain
the form of letters, fo as to read by the
afliftance of the left eyc only.

THE boy continued for fome years to
enjoy tolerable health, but was at one

time
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time fo much afflited with a difcharge
from his head, that for a year or more it
was neceflary to keep his head conftantly
fhaved ; at times he had great difcharges
from behind his ears, and lately, viz. Sep-
tember 1788, being attacked by the z7z-
Juenza, his jaws and external fauces were
covered with an eruption, which at firft
difcharged a watery matter, and after-
wards a great deal of pus; for this he took
calomel, and had a blifter applied to his back,
and an iffue was made in the left arm, in ad-
dition to one he had in the right ever fince
his illnefs in 1782 ; being much reduced
by thefe difcharges, and the effecls of the
influenza, he was direQled to take Bark, by
which his firength was manifeftly increaf-
ed, and about the beginning of O&ober
1788, he returned to Dublin from the
country, where he had fpent the autumn,

apparently in good health and fpirits.
He
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He had not for a few days on his firft re-
turn to town read as ufual, but on taking
up a book O&ober 16th, he found after
reading a few lines, (particularly if the
type was {mall) the fame difficulty in af-
certaining the form of the letters by his
right eye, as he had long fince experienced
when he ufed the left; the boy’s own ex-
preflion was, that after reading a few
lines, the letters either danced hefore his
eyes, or appeared indiftint.—O&ober 211t
when I vifited him, the pupils contralled
{ufficiently in both eyes, no apparent de-
fe@ in any refpe& could be difcovered in
either of them, except the fquint with
which he was born; his appetite was
good, he flept well, had had no head-ach
or giddinefs for fome months, and the
iffues as well as the bliftered part of his
back difcharged plentifully.—He was di-

reCed to take Bark in fubftance thrice a
day,
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day, to ufe exercife, and to have ele@ric
{parks drawn from his temples while he was
infulated.—By purfuing the above ¢courfe
for about fix weeks, he recovered his
firength, and the perfet ufe of the eye
laft affeCied.

A S B XV

M ASTER , aged
three years, had been a very lively, healthy

child, but fometimes loft a {mall quantity
of blood from the nofe. In the beginning
of O&tober 1785, he became lefs cheerful
than ufual, and about the 1oth appeared
to be feverith; he was coftive, fometimes

vomited,



| 158 APPENDIX Part IL.

vomited, paffed but little urine, and often
ftarted from fleep with a fhriek as if ter-
rified ; his illnefs was attributed to worms,
and accordingly fome calomel was given,
but without any effe&.—He feemed how-
ever to be relieved by evacuations procur-
ed by means of o/ of caffor and clyfters.
On the 18th he grew fo heavy and fe-
verifh, that he was confined to bed, and
the calomel repeated, but (as had before
been the cale) without effe@. On the
evening of the 22d the drowfinefs was {o
great, that it was fcarcely poffible to roufe
him. At twelve o’clock that night I firft
faw him ; one fide of his face was much
fluthed, the blood veflels difperfed over
his temples were remarkably dark colour-
ed, both eyes appeared to be protruded,
one of them he feldom opened, the other
was turned in towards the nofe, and the

pupils of hoth were wonderfully dilated ;
he
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he ground his teeth exceedingly, his pulfe
was then, (as I was informed it had been
for fome time,) in every refpect irregular ;
he had had no ftool for twenty-four hours.

I tMMEDIATELY gave him two grains
of calomel, which was ordered to be repeat-
ed every eight hours ; his head was fhav-
ed, and a large blifter applied to it. He
lay all night in a ftupid, comatofe ftate,
and never {poke, but made many efforts to
prevent the attendants from putting either
drink or medicine into his mouth.——
At ten o’clock the following morning he
had a large involuntary difcharge by ftool ;
his eyes {eemed now to be cuite infenfible,
as the near approach of a lighted candle
did not affect them in the {malleft degree;
the pupils were in the fame dilated ftate
as formerly. A leech was applied to each
temple, and the calomel continued.—In

the
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the evening no change could be perceived,
not even an appearance of fenfation from
the operation of the blifter; cataplafms
were applied to his feet: at twelve at
night, OQober 23d, the head was drefled,
and the blifter was found to have caufed a
large difcharge ; for a few minutes during
the courfe of the following morning he
appeared to be fomewhat fenfible, but
fhortly relapfed into a ftate of ftupor; his
pulfe was now more quick and regular.
At night the bliftered part was dreffed
with the unguentum epifpafticum ; two grains
of calomel were ordered to be given every
fix hours, and half a drachm of firong
mercurial ointment was well rubbed into
his thighs. His jaws, which for fome
days had appeared to be rather ftiff, were
fo completely locked on the morning of
the 2gth, that it was impoflible to convey
any thing into his mouth ; in this ftate he

lay
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lay until nine o’clock at night, when he
died after fome {light convulfive fits.

Ox the 24th his head was examined, all
the blood veflels of the brain were remark-
ably diftended.—-On the left fide the pia
mater was preternaturally thick and opake,
and in many parts adhered to the dura
mater ; when by incifion we had nearly
reached the lateral ventricles, on very
gentle preflure a large quantity of clear
water burft forth, to the amount of {ix or

feven ounces as nearly as could be gueffed.

X CASE



162 APPENDIX +Parpmdl.

A oS TV,

MASTER ~—-——, aged
four years, was attacked in the beginning
of December 1786 by vomiting, coftive-
nefs, and heavinefs ; he took cathartic ex-
trac without effect, the vomiting was
conftant, he gradually became more ftupid,
and unwilling to {peak, but complained
of no pain. Two of his brothers had died
formerly of Apoplexia Hydrocephalica, and
as there was in this cafe ftrong fufpicion
that the difeafe arofe from the fame caufe,
the child was direted on the gth of De-

cember
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cember at night, to take two grains of
calomel every third hour until it procured
a motion ; this had the defired effect, but
he fill vomited, and refufed to {peak.
On Monday the 11th I faw him, with
another Phyfician ; his pulfe was then ir-
regular, but tolerably full, leeches were
applied to his temples, from whence a
good deal of blood was drawn, his head
was fhaved, and a blifter applied at night.
On the 12th he appeared more {tupid
than before, and the calome/, now increaf-
ed to fix grains a day, produced no effect.
—13th, the dofe of calome/ was increafed
to eight grains a day, at night he was a
little convulfed, was often much fluthed

in his face, and fometimes Icreamed vio-

lently.

He had hitherto paffed very little urine,

and as none of the remedies employed had
afforded
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afforded the leaft relief, it was agreed on
that the Fox Glove thould be adminiftered.
He accordingly began on the 14th and
took a grain and an half of the dry powder-
ed leaves twice a day; at night a clyfter
brought off a large flool.—1gth, his pulfe
was ftill firm, but irregular; his face was
at times quite pale, at others flufhed, he
fhricked often, but fcarcely ever opened
his eyes : a frefth blifter was applied to his
head, the digstalis continued, and the dofe
of calomel increafed to twelve grains a day.
—16th, It did not appear that the very
confiderable dofes of calome/ he had taken
produced any effet, not even that of keep-
ing his bowels moderately free ; the quan-
tity therefore was increafed to eighteen
grains a day; copious and frequent dif-
charges of urine however now came on, and
at night there was a watery difcharge from
his nofe; notwithftanding thefe appear-

ances
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ances his ftupor increafed, the convulfions
became frequent, and he died the follow-
day ;~—he was not opened.

A8 TE Y XVHIL

MASTER ———, aged
{ix years, had been fince September 1486
fubject to fwellings near the joints of the
arms and legs, which fucceflively fuppu-
rated, then burft, or were opened by the
furgeon, and afforded a confiderable dif~
charge.—He had been for fome time pre-

ceding March 198~ in a courfe of corrofive

Jublimate
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Sfublimate and farfaparilla broth, by the di-
reQion of his furgeon; about the firft of
March his appetite became bad, he grew
drowfy and indolent, and fometimes com-
plained of head-ach, the medicine there-
fore was ordered to be omitted ; during
ten days he continued nearly in the fame
ftate, but on the 1oth the {ymptoms ap-
peared to be of {fo alarming a nature, that
in the evening I was fent for to vifit him;
he was in a ftupid comatofe ftate, fcream-
ed violently at times, particularly when
the attendants attempted to move him;
his pulfe was weak and very irregular, he
had no ftool fince the day before, had fre-
quently vomited, and when {ufficiently
awake to anfwer queftions, complained of
pain in his head.—An inje&ion was order-

ed as follows:

Bﬂ‘ﬂﬁ r
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B,
Decolli communis pro enemate unc : vi.
Salis Glauber:
Olei Olrvarum, fingulorum unc: dimid:
Syr = e rhammno drach: iii.

A BLISTER alfo was applied to his head ;
the inje&ion was retained feven hours,

and then brought off two flools.

11th, He was rather more awake than
on the preceding day, but full very ftupid,
the blifter appeared to have given him
very little uneafinefs ; towards evening he
fometimes worked the mufcles of his face,
as if convulfed, and a {light degree of
firabifmus was obferved, in other refpedis
there was no change. He was direted to
take two grains of calomel/ every morning,

and repeat the dofe at night.

¢ 12th,
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12th, Tye firabifmus was much in-
creafed, the fcreamings were more fre-
quent, and in the intervals the coma was
more profound.—The vomiting had ceaf-
ed, and whatever food he took this day he
appeared to {wallow voracioufly; a fwell-
ing on the elbow, fuch as he had been
for fome months {ubje& to, had gradually
grown lefs fince the beginning of this at- -
tack, and was this day very vifibly dimi-
nifhed.—He had had two good ftools fince
my laft vifit, the calomel was direted to
be given thrice a day, and the bliftered
part to be drefled with the wnguentum

epi/pafticum.

13th, THE calome/ which was now in-
creafed to eight grains in the twenty-four
hours had no kind of effe& on his mouth,
and indeed it did not feem to operate in
any way whatever, unlefs the regular,
though
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though moderate evacuations by ftool were
to be attributed to it.—The difcharge from
the bliftered part was now very inconfider-
able, and as I thought it probable that
mercury might be abforbed moft freely
from a part lately excoriated, the whole of
his head was ordered to be anointed with

ﬁrnng mercurial cintmient.

He continued to take the calomel, and
the head was dreffed with mercurial ovint-
ment without any change in the fymptoms,
or the appearance of others for' three
or four days, during which time when
roufed he feemed to have the perfet ufe
of all his fenfes, and exerted more firength
than could have been expected, but in ge-
neral he was perfectly comatofe. On the
18th however he appeared to be much
worfe, he neither cried nor {poke, fwal-
lowed with difficulty, and appeared to be

X blind.
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blind.—On the 20th his breathing, which

had been hitherto very free, was fome-
what laborious, yet he appeared to be ra-
ther more apprehenfive of founds and ex-
ternal objects than he had been for fome
days; a blifter was directed to be applied to
the back of the neck, a ftimulating clyfler
to be injeted, and wine to be given when-
ever he could fwallow it ; he was however
very infenfible to thefe operations, the
fpafms in the face became more violent,
general convulfions enfued, and he died
on the 23d of the month.—His body was
not opened.

C-ASE
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G Yt ) DG § (545

MISS

years, had been a remarkably healthy
child until about the 14th of March 1787,
the was then obferved to be feverith, vo-

—, aged two

mited every thing fhe took, and was very .
coftive. The Apothecary who attended
her, being apprehenfive that her com-
plaints arofe from worms, prefcribed fuch
medicines as he thought might relieve her
from them.—She continued without any
~material change under his care for about a

fortnight,
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fortnight, towards the end of which period
her ftrength declined fo much, and other
{fymptoms indicated a change in her fitua-
tion fo unfavourable, that on the 28th I
was called on to vifit her; her pulfe I
found fcarcely to be counted, it was fo
tremulous and irregular ; fhe feemed to be
in general comatofe, but at times groaned
heavily and ftruggled much ; the firabif-
mus was very great, both pupils remark-
ably enlarged, and incapable of contrallion
when expofed to a ftrong light: although
an amendment was fcarcely to be hoped
for, I ordered a blifter to be applied to her

head, and two grains of cafome/ to be given
every four hours.

ogth, THERE was very little appearance
of the fkin being raifed by the blifter;
after three dofes of the calomel/, {he had
had one large flool, her eyes were now
olofly,
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glofiy, the had had two convulfive fits in
the morning, and her right fide was now
evidently paralytic, the had not vomited
fince I {faw her the day before; as the
blood veflels of her temples and fore-head
were very full and deep coloured, I direét-
ed two leeches to be applied to each tem-
ple, and the calome/ to be repeated every
third hour, unlefs it brought on too co-
pious a drarrhea ; it {eemed however to
have no effe@, the blifter on the head had
rifen but little, and fhe died early in the
morning of the j3oth.—~-—She was not

opened.,

CASE
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S gl ST DA 6

MASTER ——, aged
three years, had been from his birth fub-
je& to flight complaints in his bowels,
which generally yielded to 7anna, or other
mild purgatives; in November 1786 he
had a violent attack of this kind, which
lafted longer than ufual, and after the
pain was removed, his appetite became
bad, his firength and fleth reduced, and
from being a very lively child, he became
indolent and peevith; at times however

he
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he was apparently in tolerable health, but
his appetite and fpirits not fo good as
ufual. About the beginning of March
1787 he became fo much weaker, that
the perfon in whofe care he was, thought
it neceffary to take him to town ; during
the whole of the journey he was frequent-
ly feized with a vomiting, particularly
when he fwallowed any food. He was on
his firft arrival attended by a Surgeon,
who ordered him {mall dofes of calome/ and
aloes, which operated well and gave him
fome relief.

I was called on to vifit him on the 22d,
and found his pulfe rather quick, he vo-
mited frequently in the day, was in gene-
ral very peevith, and unwilling to be
moved, but at times for a few minutes
would fit up in bed, and feemed cheerful
and’ well; he did not complain of any

pain,
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pain, but when afked where he felt fick,
he pointed to his abdomen, which to the
feel was in a perfe@ly natural flate. His
eyes looked well and clear, his urine was
paflfed in fmall quantities, with a great
deal of white {fediment ; his breath rather
of an heavy fmell, he often picked his
nofe, and had been fc};*merfyl obferved to
pafs very {limy ftools, his breathing was
perfe&ly free : he was ordered to take a
fomewhat larger quantity of calome/ and
aloes every night, which brought away
foetid dark coloured excrement in confi-

derable quantities.

Ox the 2¢5th I again faw him, his pulfe
was not fo quick, his urine more copious,
and more natural in it’s appearance, every
other {ymptom as before ; I ordered him
to continue the calomel, &c. and to take
occafionally a tea fpoonful of #inure of

rofes,
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rofes, which did not relieve his ftomach.
27th and 28th no change whatever could
be obferved. On the 2gth another Phyfi-
cian was called in, and by his advice an
infufion of worm-feed was ordered, which
he foon rejeCted, having taken but two
dofes of it. On the z1ft he was juft in
the fame ftate, but rather weaker, and his
pulfe a little unequal; blifters were ap-
plied to his legs, which rofe well and dif-
charged, but without relief.—April 1ft his
pulfe was more unequal, but the eyes ftill
clear and in a natural fltate—He con-
tinued to grow gradually weaker and more
comatofe, until about the 1oth, when he
died without any {ymptom in addition to
thofe already mentioned, except flight con-
vulfion before his death.—For the laft
twelve days he had nutritive clyfters of
chicken-broth three or four times a day.

Vi Ox
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On diffe&ion moft of the mefenteric
glands were much enlarged, fome of them
very hard, and others filled with thick
feetid pus. The blood veflels of the head
were remarkably full, and in the ventri-
cles of the brain there were above four

ounces of water, as nearly as could be
guefled.

C ASE
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C.,A S E. XXI.

A FEMALE child, aged
one year and four months, fifter to the boy
whofe cafe is given in No. XVI. hereto-
fore healthy, was on the 11th of April
1787 attacked {uddenly by a kind of fit;
fhe was at firft apparently infenfible to
every effort made to excite her, her breath-
ing was eafy, and her pulfe natural, but
a blackifh circle appeared to furround her
eyes and mouth ; fhe gradually recovered
after the firft half hour, and in {fomewhat

Imore
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more than two hours from the firft attack,
fhe was to all appearance reftored to her
ufual ftate of good health and fpirits.—
Within a few days after this attack a lump
appeared under her chin, hard but not
difcoloured ; it was poulticed, and about
the end of May it broke, and difcharged
good pus. The fore was almoft healed -
about the middle of June.—From the
time the had had the fit above mentioned,
her bowels had always been very open, at
times remarkably fo; fhe had likewife
been fubje to temporary vomitings, and
in general was more fretful than ufual;
thefe fymptoms were about the r1oth of
June accompanied by apparent pain in her
bowels, which often prevented her fleep-
ing ; it was found however that two teeth
were juft then making their appearance;
and as fhe never complained of any head-
ach, her eyes were perfeilly clear, and in

a natural
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a natural ftate, her fymptoms were afcrib-
ed chiefly to dentition; but as it was
thought probable that the violent uncafi-
nefs in her bowels might be caufed by
worms, fhe was direted to take a grain
of calomel every fecond night, and a few
grains of rAubarb the {ucceeding morning ;
this courfe was purfued for fome days, the
was often in good {pirits and alert, at other
times {he appeared to be more heavy, and
fuffer confiderably from pain in the bowels,
On the evening of the 22d of June, fhe
had a return of the fame kind of fit, as
had attacked her in April; but as fome
circumftances accompanied it of a more
alarming nature than thofe which had oc-
~ curred on the former occafion, I was fent
for that night; the was a few miles diftant
from town, and T could not fee her till
midnight.

I THEN
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I ruen found her eyes diftorted, her
pulfe irregular, fometimes aftonithingly
quick, at others intermittent, changing in
a few minutes to flow, or unequal palfa-
tions both as to ftrength and interval.—She
frequently ground her teeth with violence,
and bit the {poon in which her drinks
were oflered to her. Sheimmediately took
fome dofes of rhubarb and calomel, a blifter
was applied between her fhoulders, and
cataplafms to her feet, all of which had
the ufual effets, but without relieving her
in the {malleft degree. After a ftrict atten-
tion to her during the whole night, as I
had little doubt but that her’s was a cafe of
Apoplexia Hydrocephalica, 1 direQed two
grains of calome/ to be taken every three

hours.

Beiyc at that time engaged in attend-
ance on a patient at the diftance of forty

miles
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miles from her place of refidence, I took
my leave the next morning, after having
ftated to her friends my opinion of the na-
ture of the cafe, and my fears as to the
event ; fhe was immediately put under the
care of my friend Dr. Plunket, by whofe
dire&tions every poflible effort was made
for her relief until the 28th, when the
died.—Her head was opened, and an ex-
traordinary quantity of water was found in
the ventricles of the brain.

CA'SE
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CHA VST B & XXIE

D——, A private foldier in
the 61t regiment, aged about forty, had
been fubje& for many years to {ores on his
legs which difcharged freely, and likewife
to a cough, attended with a conftant de-
fluxion ; both thefe difcharges had {fudden-
ly ceafed about the end of April 1787,
and very early in May he complained of a
thivering, fucceeded by heat, violent head-
ach, coftivenefs, and frequent vﬂiniting.
He remained under the care of the Sur-

geon’s mate until May the 19th, by which
time
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time he had grown fo much worfe, that
it was thought dangerous to attempt
removing him ; and I was called on to at-
tend him in the barrack.

I rounp his pulfe weak and very un-
equal,- his breathing much opprefled, his
eyes apparently protruded, the pupils very
much dilated, and not at all affeQed by
the near approach of a lighted candle; a
ftrabifmus likewife was very cvident.——
The vomiting had now ceafed, he could
{carcely {wallow, and feemed to have to-
tally loft the ufe of his limbs.—The great
difficulty of fwallowing induced me to re-
ly chiefly on external applications : after
he had been conveyed to the King’s Infir-
mary, his head therefore was thaved, and
a large blifter applied to the whole hairy
fcalp. 20th, he remained nearly in the
{ame flate ; as there was no difcharge from

A a the
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the blifter, a freth plafter was applied to
the part, and in the courfe of this and the
next day, blifters were fucceflively applied
to his forehead, legs and neck; all thefe
rofe well.

Ox the evening of the 21ft he appeared
to have recovered fome ufe of his legs and
arms, the pupils were not fo much dilated,
and he {eemed in fome degree to have re-
covered his fight, but did not attempt to
utter a word, nor was it thought he could
bear : his bowels being confined, a ftimu-
lating injection was thrown up, which had
the defired effe@. 22d, his pulfe was
weak, but more regular, in other refpeQs
there was no material change. 23d, it
was found by frequent trials, that he could
{fwallow a little, he was then ordered to
have fmall quantities of wine frequently
given to him, and two grains of calome/

every
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every night ; this kept his bowels free, he
gradually acquired ftrength and appetite;
about the 1t of June he could walk about,
but flobber’d much from his mouth, and
had all the appearance and manners of an
ideot for feveral days; at this time the
following medicine was direfted for him:

R.
Aque menth: vulg: fimp:
uncias octo
Tinil : Rhei: vinof:
——— FValerian : volatilis fingul :
Jefcunciam

M. capiat: unciam : quater de die.

He was ftll both deaf and dumb, the
appearance of idiocy however gradually
Wéﬂt off, and in about {ix weeks from the
beginning of his complaint he could fpeak
a little, But did not recover his hearing

and
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Containing Cafes i which the Fox GLove
was adminiflered under the Author's In-

Jpection.

Cudiasi B XX

H-——--—-—, a private foldier in
the 16th regiment of infantry, was admit-
ted into the King’s Infirmary on the 274th

*of March 1787, he was at that time uni-
verfally ana {arcous; his abdomen was con-
fiderably
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{iderably enlarged, and the cough accom-
panied by oppreflion, and difficulty of
breathing, was fo diftrefling that he could
not lie down in bed. An expeclorating
mixture compofed of flac ammoniacum and
oxymel of fquills was prefcribed for him,
and he was likewife directed to take a pill
every night compofed of calome/ and dried

Jquills, of each two grains.

ArTER he had purfued this courfe for
about a fortnight, the fwelling feemed to
be rather increafed than diminifthed ; and
in no refpe& was he at all relieved.—
It was then determined to try the Fox G love,
and he was accordingly direled to take a pill
every night, confifting of two grains of the
powder of the dried leaves of the Dizgizalss
Purpurea, with an equal quantity of pow-
dered ginger ; for his ufual drink he was

allowed a folution of cream of tartar, with
the
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‘the addition of fome /piritus “aitri ditlcrs
all other medicines were omitted.—Imme-
diately after he had entered on this courfe,
the quantity of urine pafled by him was
very evidently increafed; he was however
a good deal difirefled by gripings in his
bowels, which were removed by the addi-
tion of a grain of gpzum to each of the digi=
talis pills.

-HE continued to take this medicine un-
til every fymptom of dropfy difappeared,
which happened in fifteen days after he
had taken the firft dofe ; he was by this
time confiderably reduced in firength, but
by means of moderate exercife, a decoc-
tion of the Peruvian Bark acidulated with
vitriolic acid, and a daily allowance of a
pint of wine, he rapidly gained firength.
Very {oon after the ufe of the Digrtalis was
fufpended, he complained of a profufe dif-

charge
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charge of faliva; I did not think it necef-
fary to pay any attention to this {fymptom
for fome days, but at length the falivation
became fo copious, that it was computed
he fometimes difcharged nearly two quarts
in twenty-four hours: he was therefore
dire@ed to take a drachm of lenitive elec-
tuary every morning, with an equal quan-
tity of flowers of fulphur; and in about a
fortnight from the firft appearance of fali-
vation, he was completely free from com-
plaint; he was accordingly difcharged
from the Infirmary, as being fit for duty
on the’ 20th of May.

C. A ST
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C A S E XXIV.

R.-‘—'-i, a private foldier in
the gift regiment, was admitted into the
King’s Infirmary July 14th 148s, with a
large fwelling of the abdomen, and evi-
dent fluctuation ; he had had the fwelling

for three years paft, and afcribed the firft
appearance of it to a kick from an horfe

on the left fide of the belly, which he
thought had been more {welled than the
other fince the accident ; the enlargement
of the abdomen had frequently abated

very much, but never entirely difappear-
B b ed 3
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ed; during a long march in May 1785,
fatigue and expofure to rain brought on a
more obftinate return of the fwelling than
he had hitherto experienced ; after his ad-
miffion into the Infirmary, a great variety

of medicines were fucceflively prefcribed-

for him; cathartics of all kinds, calomel,
and fqui/ls both {eparately and conjointly,
infufions of juwuiper berries and horfe ra-
difk, cream of tartar in {everal forms, fal
diureticus, [piritus nitri dulcis, [pirit of tur-
pentine, and zitre difiolved in various
drinks ; none of thefe remedies affording
him the leaft relief, I was determined to
prefcribe the digitalis on the 11th of Ofo-
ber, when he took at night the dried
leaves, and confelfio cardiaca, of each two
grains.

Tue medicine made him fick in his flo-
mach, but it was repeated on the night of
the

= e SRR ST
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the 12th; it then griped him, and gave
him three motions; he again took the me-
dicine on the 13th, with the addition of a
orain of gprum. 1 found on the r4th, that
notwithftanding the addition of oprum, the
medicine ftill purged him, and brought on
vomiting; he took no more of it until the
morning of the 1gth, and repeated the
dofe at night, with opium as before ; dur-
ing the whole of the next day it purged
him more than ever, and as he thought
the quantity of urine was evidently dimi-
nithed, I defifted from the further ufe of
the Fox Glove. ‘The man could not be
perfuaded to fubmit to the paracente/is,
and he was difcharged as being incapable
of duty on the 26th.

CASE
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C. A SE |- XXV,

H——, a private {oldier in
the 47th regiment, was received into the
King’s Infirmary February 24th 1786, on
account of an intermittent fever, which by
the ufe of the dark and awutimony was
{peedily fubdued; a very evident enlarge-
ment of the abdomen however fucceeded,
the fluttuation was manifeft, and the pa-
tient complained of conftant gripings, and
diarrhea ; thefe fymptoms yielded to large
opiates, but the fwelling of the abdomen

continued

el .-l:l_—;:"
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continued until he began to take the Di-
gitalis, two grains of which were given to
him every night, until on the gth from
the commencement, when after copious
evacuation by urine, all appearance of
{welling fubfided, and the patient was
difcharged foon after in perfet health.

CASE
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CEATD T ENiaXKVL

M._

61t regiment, had been for fome time in

, a private in the

a mercurial courfe, on account of a vene-
real complaint, when he was fuddenly
{eized with every appearance of univerfal
anafarca, his breathing was very laborious,
his extremities, fcrotum, face, and 1n fhort
every part of his furface was edematous.
He at firft was direted to take a grain
and an half of the Fox Glove leaves, with
the fame quantity of ginger every night;
this did not difagree with him, but as it

had
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had no diuretic effe&, the medicine was
given to him twice a day for a fortnight,
during the whole of which time he never
evacuated more than three half pints of
urine in twenty-four hours ; the {wellings
increafing, and his breathing becoming
ftill more laborious, we defifted from the
further ufe of the Fox Glove, and in a few
days the patient died.

CASE
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G A S, E . XXVIK

E

the fame regiment, was about the fame
time affe@ed with a general anafarca; for
a few days the Fox G/love (adminiftered in
the {fame manner as in the laft mentioned
cafe) produced every good effe& that could
have been expedled ; the quantity of urine
generally amounted to three quarts in the
day, and all the {fymptoms of dropfy dif-
appearing, a courfe of fozzc remedies was
prefcribed for him ; but before he had fully

recovered his firength, all his former
{ymptoms

—, a private {oldier. in
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fymptoms returned, and the Fox G/ove was
again reforted to; for a few days the quan-
tity of urine was vifibly increafed, and
the fwelling in fome degreec became lefs ;
but at length the medicine feemed to be
perfecly inallive, the vis vite was gradu-
ally exhaufted, and the patient died.

Cec CasE
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s R OR R D G GV LU

M RS. ———, aged about
forty-four years, had complained for feve-
ral weeks'of a fenfe of fulnefs in the ab-
domen, and an edematons {welling in her
legs. For two fucceflive periods the men-
firual difcharge had been fo profufe, that
{he imagined the fulnefs of the abdomen
had been caufed by pregnancy, and that
{he had mifcarried at the above mention-
ed periods.—The fwellings continued to
increafe, her appetite grew bad, a violent

cough
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cough came on, with a confiderable tinge
of blood in the expeltorated matter.

WaeN I firft faw her, on the 14th of
November 1486, fhe could rectain nothing
on her ftomach, her complexion and eyes
were yellow, her breathing extremely dif-
ficult, her pulfe weak, irregular and inter-
mitting; the abdomen much enlarged,
with evident fluQuation ; the face and legs
were fomewhat {welled, and her left arm,
down to the fingers ends, was amazingly
@dematous 3 the had taken feveral diuretic
medici-nes, but to no purpofe, the urine
being high coloured, thick, and paffed in

very {fmall quantities.

WiTH a view to prepare her ftomach for
the reception of medicines I had in con-
templation, I firft ‘dire@ed her to take a
very weak folution of opizm in penny-royal

water
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water nccaﬁonallf, but particularly at the
hour of reft.

On the 15th the efforts to vomit had
not been {o conftant, and a grain and an
half of the dried leaves of the Fox Glove,
with mucilage of gum arabic, and a drop
of the effential 0il of mint were ordered to
be given at night, and repeated next
morning ; the two firft dofes did not caufe
any naufea; therefore as the cafe did not
admit of delay, a third was given at mid-
day on the 16th, and the fame number of
dofes repeated daily until the 22d: fhe
had fcarcely taken the firft dofe twelve
hours when the flow of urine was confi-
derably increafed ; the difcharge daily be-
came more copious, the {wellings gradu-
ally fubfided, her pulfe became regular,
her breathing was lefs opprefled, the vo-

miting
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miting totally ceafed, and fhe refled tole~
rably well.

Ox the 22d of the month fhe complain-
ed of pains in moft parts of her body, and
in her head ; fufpecting that thefe {fymp-
toms might be caufed by the Digitalis, 1
laid afide the ufe of it for the prefent,
with an intention to refume it in a few
days, if the {welling fhould increafe, or
the difcharge of urine become lefs copious;
in the mean time fome pills were pre-
{cribed, compofed of bditters and Aores
martiales, with each dofe of which fhe
drank a glafs of Pyrmont water and fock.
Thefe medicines fhe took for about a
week, her appetite was in fome degree
reftored, the urine was ftill copious, and
in lefs than a month from the time fhe
firft ufed the Fox Glove, all the {wellings

had
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had difappeared, except that of the arm,
which was ftill rather enlarged.

O~ the 14th of December no appear-
ance of fwelling remained any where, but
a flight degree of irrcgularity in the pulfe,
a difficulty in lying horizontally, and
fometimes a {enfation of faintnefs, creat-
ing a {ufpicion that fome water was {fiill
lodged 'in the tAorax ; fhe was dire@ed to
return to the Digitalis, and continued for
a week to-take 1t thrice a day; it did not
on this occafion produce any remarkable
increafe of urine ; the however gradually
recovered her health in every particular.
T have feen her very frequently during the
laft three years, and have learned from
her, that fhe fometimes finds it expedient
to take a few dofes of the Digstalis, which
fhe has recourfe to whenever fhe fecls any
oppreflion in breathing; but on the whole

the
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the enjoys good health, and has had no

return whatever of dropfy, jaundice, or
bloody expeforation.

CorAd 81 B XXX

B-—-—-—, a private foldier in the
61ft regiment, aged twenty-one years, of
a florid complexion, and plethoric habit,
was inoculated at country quarters in June
1787, and a very favourable eruption ap-
peared at the ufual time; nothing parti-
cular occurred in the courfe of the difeafe:
but after the eruption had entirely fubfid-
ed, and he had been evacuated as ufual,

he
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he complained of a fulnefs and tenfion
of the abdomen, which when examined
by the Surgeon, was found to be manifeft-
ly enlarged, and remarkably hard; gentle
purgatives were ordered for him from time
to time, the abdomen was conftantly rub-
bed and kept warm, he had no fwelling
in any other part, his appetite was good,
and in general he refled well.

Arout the beginning of O&ober the
fwelling increafed, and he at times com-
plained of a difficulty in breathing; in this
{tate he was admitted into the King’s In-
firmary on the 14th of O&ober; I could
not diftinQly feel the flu&tuation ufual in
afcrtes 3 but to the touch the containing
parts of the abdomen feemed to be preter-
naturally thickened, fo much fo indeed,
as to refemble in appearance the abdomen
of a man I once faw diflcQed at Edin-

burgh ;
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burgh ; in this cafe an enormous fwelling
of the abdomen was found after death to
have been caufed by a large thick fack, at-
tached to the inferior furface of the liver,
and filled with innumerable Aydatids of
various fizes. Though I did not entertain
a very favourable opinion of the patient’s
cafe, I thought it expedient to try what
could be done for his relief by means of
the Digitalis. From the 14th to the 17th
he took two grains of it every night with
ginger ; and made ufe of a folution of
cream cf tartar as his conflant drink. On
the 18th he took two dofes daily, but as
the medicine griped him, half a grain of
opium was added to each; no good effe§
being difcovered from it, and a naufea
coming on, he defifted from the further g
ufe of the Digitalis on the 24th; he then
~ was ordered to take fmall dofes of calome/
every night, which was perfifted in with-
Dd out
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out any relief until the 3d of November,
when two grains of the extralf of cicuta
thrice a day were prefcribed, inftead of the
caleme/ : an infufton of fgui//s 1n a warm
folution of cream of tartar, to which was'
added fpirstus nitri duleis, he took for fe-
veral days with no better fuccefs than the
other remedies.

Ox the 23d of November he was feized
with a fever, which continued three wecks,
and at the termination of this fever the
fwelling of the abdomen was very wvifibly
diminithed.—As the man was now a good
deal reduced in flefh and ftrength, and ac-
cording to the obfervation of Dr. Wither-
ing, the Digitalis generally exerts it’s
powers moft effeually in fuch habits ; I
was refolved to make another trial of it in
the cafe of this patient.—He accordingly
began on the night of the 27th of Decem-

' ber
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ber to take two grains of it, with two of
ginger, and one of calome/, which was re-
peated without any advantage being gain-
ed for feven fucceeding nights. He after-
wards took a folution of gamboge in mint
water ; it purged him but did not reduce
the {welling, which about the middle of
January was as large as it ever had been.
On the third of February he was ordered to
have a warm bath, and a drachm of frong
mercurral orntment was afterwards well rub-
bed over the whole abdomen ; this friGion
was repeated {everal times, and other re-
medies were tried until the end of April
1788, when no hopes being entertained
of relieving the patient in the Infirmary,
he procured permiflion to return to his

friends in England.

I Have been informed by an Officer of
the regiment, who has fince feen the man
at
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at Winchefter, that for fome time the
difeafe refifted every remedy prefcribed
by two Phyficians in that city; but
that in the courfe of the Summer 1780,
he applied in defpair to an Empyric, who
gave him two dofes of fome medicine,
which brought on moft violent vomiting,
and that in a few days he became perfeétly
free from any appearance of dropfy.

CASE
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O e e VICNUC,

MR. —, aged about

thirty-five, had been for many years
fubje& to an afthma, which he appeared
to have inherited from his mother, who
died afthmatic and dropfical. Some time
in the year 1786 he was feveral weeks
confined to his bed by a fevere rheumatic
fever, which almoft deprived him of the
ufe of his limbs. During the following
winter his cough was more fevere than it
ever had been, his expe&qratiun was co-

pious,
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pious, and extremely vifcid; and his
breathing, particularly when he lay down
at nights, was very much opprefled :—
Swelling alfo appeared for the firft time in
his abdomen and legs, which on the ap-
proach of fummer, yielded to fome medi-
cines which were prefcribed for him ; the
next winter he was attacked in the fame
manner, but again recovered his health in
fummer as formerly ; about the end of the
year 1788, his afthma as ufual grew worfe,
and the {wellings in the abdomen and ex-
tremities became larger and harder than
formerly ; the fame medicines which he
had taken when attacked 1n this way be-
fore, aflifted by country air and moderate
exercife, afforded him not the leaft relief;
{o'that on the 3oth of May following,
when T firft {faw him, he complained of
greater oppreflion, weaknefs, and lofs of
appetite than he had ever before experienc-

ed s



APPENDIX ' Parx' llk 213

ed ; his abdomen was very much enlarged
and hard, and a fluGtuation was eafily per-
ceived ; his legs and thighs were @dematous,
and on the former were {everal large
blotches of a blackith brown colour, his
complexion was yellow, his appetite very
bad, his urine high coloured and {mall in
quantity, his breathing opprefled, and he
fometimes complained of violent pains in
the abdomen, chiefly when he was coftive,
and whenever he was moderately purged,
exceflive weaknefs followed the operation.

By the account he gave me of the va-
rious medicines he had taken, it appeared
probable that the ufual remedies had al-
ready been employed ; therefore I imme-
diately ordered for him the Digrialis, of
which for the firft three days he took one
erain and an half, with two grains of
autmeg once in the day; a fecond dofe was

then
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then given every day for ten days; when
finding no falutary effeéts arife from the
ufe of it, and attributing to it a giddinefs
in the head, and frequent efforts to vomit,
which had attacked him a few days after
he began to take the Digitalis ; 1 ceafed
to give him any more of it for the prefent,
and had recourfe to bitter infufions with
{weet fpirit of nitre; feveral other reme-
dies were fucceflively prefcribed, of which
a decoction of green broom fops in porter
was the only medicine that appeared to
a&l as a druretic ; but even this did not
materially diminifh any of the fwellings,
and as it often purged him rather fmartly,
he became diffatisfied with it, and left it
off. A {folution of fixed alkaline [alt in
Rhenifth wine was {ubftituted without ef-
fect : the /[emicuprum was equally ineffica-
cious, in fhort, after giving a patient trial
for near four months to every remedy

which
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which I thought was at all fuited to his
cafe, I cannot fay that the event en-
couraged me to perfevere in the ufe of
any of them; for at the end of the
time above mentioned, whatever change
could be obferved in the ftate of the pa-
tient’s health, was rather unfavourable,

C A S E XXX,

M ISS ———, aged ten
years, was rather of a delicate make, but had
always been a lively healthy child.—With-
out any previous illnefs or accident, the
was obferved about the beginning of June

E e 1789
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1789 to be fwelled in the region of the
abdomen.—5She became thin and languid,
loft her appetite, breathed with difficulty,
which gradually increafed as the fwelling
of the abdomen grew larger, and at length
the oppreflion became fo diftrefling, that
{the could not endure to lie down in bed.—
After fhe had taken jalap, and fome other
medicines without relief, I was defired to
vifit her on the 4th of July; when I or-
dered for her a grain of the Digrtalis, with
an equal quantity of zutmeg made into a
pill with zurpentine, to be taken every
night, and a folution of cream of tartar
with honey and fweet /pirit of nitre, of
which fhe was to take a wine glafs full
three or four times a day. After fhe had
taken three dofes, fhe pafled a great quan-
tity of urine, the {welling was much di-
minifthed, her breathing greatly relieved,
and her appetite and {pirits perfecily re-

ftored ;
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ftored ; fhe continued however to take the
medicines five nights more, until the 13th,
when the pill was omitted, but the folu-
tion continued.—She had now no com-
plaint, but a very inconfiderable enlarge-
ment of the belly ; in three or four days
the {welling rather increafed, her breath-
ing and {pirits were {omewhat opprefied,
and her fleep a good deal difturbed, there-
fore on the 18th I dire€ed her to take the
pills again as formerly ; fhe took five of
them, which produced no apparent efiect
whatever; being then anxious to go to the
country, her friends thought propéer to
fend her immediately out of town, and I
have not fince received any account of

her fituation.

CASE
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Cind 184 E, AXXIL

MR. ———, aged abovc
feventy, had in general enjoyed remark-
ably good health, until the autumn of
1785, when he was attacked by a tedious
and painful difeafe in his bowels, and
fome circumitances afforded grounds for
fufpicion that at this time his liver alfo
was affe@ted ; ever fince this attack, his
{trength and appetite have been fomewhat
impaired, and he f{uffered more than he
was formerly accuftomed to from the ef-
fecls of cold.—In September 1789 he had
a fevere dry cough, with very confiderable
difficulty of breathing, f{welling of his legs,

and
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and intermiffion 1n his pulfe.—A warm
plafter was applied between his fhoulders,
and an expeQorating mixture was prefcrib-
ed for him. When he had continued in
this courfe for about a week, he was for
the firft time in his life {feized with an epi-
leptic fit, which by degrees {ubfided, and
in a few days left him nearly in the {fame
ftate in which he had been before the at-
tack ; there was now however a vifible
enlargement of the abdomen, and his legs

were rather more wdematens.

Ox the 5d of Od&ober I prefcribed for
him a grain and an half of the powdered
Fox Glove with nutmeg, to be taken every
night ; in a few days his breathing became
free, the fwelling of the abdomen fub-
fided, but his hands were anafarcous, and
his legs were not diminithed in fize: his

urine was more copious than formerly.—

A fecond
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A fecond epileptic fit, at the interval of
about a month from the firft, rendered it
(as I thought) advifable to fufpend the ufe
of the Fox Glove for a few days, but his
urine becoming high coloured and fcanty,
he returned to the medicine, and con-
tinued to take it until the beginning of
December without any material advantage.
He now complained of giddinefs in his
head, total lofs of appetite, and oppreflion
on his cheft from an abundance of vifcid
phlegm, from which he was in fome meafure
relieved by a folution of gum ammoniacum ,
but on the evening of the 24th, he had
feveral epileptic fits in quick fucceflion,
and died during the laft of them.

CASE
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G Sy Bor XX XTI,

M ———, a private in the

48th regiment, aged 23 years, had while on
duty in the Weft Indies, in the autumn
1788, a dyfentery, which was followed by
an afcites. 'The remedies employed for his
relief not fucceeding, and the man objedi-
ing to the operation of the paracente/is in a
warm climate, he was fent to Europe for
the benefit of his health, and admitted in-
to the King’s Military Infirmary in Dub-
lin in September 178g9.—He was then
enormoufly {welled in the abdomen, but

no
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no where elfe ; he was exceedingly ema-
ciated and weak, with but little appetite,
and his pulfe weak and quick.—September
26th, he was direfted to take two gfains
of the Digitalis, with two of ginger every
night, which was continued for fix nights
without any increafe of urine, or diminu-
tion of the fwelling ; he was then dire@ed
to take two grains of calomel/ every night
inflead of the Digitalis : from the 2d of
O&ober to the 28th feveral other remedies
were prefcribed to no purpofe ; I then de-
termined to give the Digrtalis another trial,
and he accordingly began on the night of
the 28th to take it as formerly, together
with a folution of cream of tartar, to which
{ome {weet /pirit of nitre was added.

Arrer purfuing this courfe for five days,
no alteration in the {ymptoms could be
obferved, but as no bad {ymptoms had

arifen,
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arifen, it was thought advifable to in-
creafe the dofe of the Digitalis to four
grains every night, which dofe the patient
took regularly for three wecks; various
diuretic infufions &c. being from time to
time adminiftered as afliftants to the B{gfz'—.
talis, the afcites refifted every remedy hi-
therto adopted, I therefore was refolved to
make a trial of /udorifics ;—on the 22d of
November, all other medicines being laid
afide, he was ordered into the warm bath
at night, and after this operation being
fent to bed, a fcruple of Dover’s Powder
was adminiftered, with a draught compof-
ed of Spzritus Minderers, and one grain of
flibiated tartar ; he vomited a good deal at
firft, and perfpired afterwards moft pro-
fufely, fo that on the following day the
fwelling of his abdomen was moft remark-
ably diminithed ; the fame medicines,

without the warm bath, were repeated on
B the
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the nights of the 24th, 28th, and 2gth of
November, on the’ ift, 3d, sth, and 8th
of December, and the confequence was a
regularly progreflive diminution of his
abdomen, which was confpicuous by the
neceflity he found himfelf under of con-
traﬂi-ng very confiderably the circumfe-
rence of a girth, with four buckles, which
had been allowed to him, when the fwel-
ling began to decreafe.—At this time he
complained of ficknefs in his ftomach, and
1 dire@ed for him a bolus of the dried
powder of chamomile flowers, with fal mariis,
which appeared to have fo good an effect
on his flomach, that on the 12th of De-
cember I ordered the [udorific remedies to
he repeated as ufual, but the dofe of the
Dover’s Powder was increafed to thirty
grains ; the fame dofe was given on
the nights of the 16th, 18th, and 20th of
December; but although the fwelling of

the
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the abdomen is now by no means fo great
as it was when the patient arrived from
the Weft-Indies ; ‘the remedies which were
formerly of ufe do not now appear to pro-
duce thofe good effefls, which they un-
doubtedly had when adminiftered at firft,
even in fmaller dofes.—The patient now
takes a preparation of Bark with -
triolic actd; and {fo foon as I can venture
to return to the fudorific courfe, I have no
doubt that it will be expedient to prefer
that for his relief, to the ufe of druretics,
which have been here fairly tried, and
have certainly afforded no relief,

Figl N 108
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