Treatise on the injuries of the head : to which is added observations on the
scrofula, popularly, but improperly called the "King's-evil" / by Jordan
Roche, Surgeon.

Contributors

Roche, Jordan.
Francis A. Countway Library of Medicine

Publication/Creation
Dublin : Printed by P. Byrne, No. 35, College-Green, MDCCLXXXIV [1784]

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/yzausw6x

License and attribution

This material has been provided by This material has been provided by the
Francis A. Countway Library of Medicine, through the Medical Heritage
Library. The original may be consulted at the Francis A. Countway Library of
Medicine, Harvard Medical School. where the originals may be consulted.
This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/







Digitized by the Internet Archive
in 2011 with funding from
Open Knowledge Commons and Harvard Medical School

http://www.archive.org/details/treatiseoninjuriOOroch















L 2]

following cafes, &e. in order to induce
others of the fame profeflion to coin-
cide in the fame principles, as each
have powerful advecates for their re-

fpective theory and praffice.

The refult of practice, fairly and
candidly exhibited, feems to be the
beft and only impartial method of lead-
ing to precifion, in the treatment of
the feveral injuries, to which the head

js liable

In many injar'i'es of the head,
fuccefs may take place, though very
oppofite methods have been .adopted, .
which may furnith people of lively
imaginations with materials for fyftem-
Muilding; when in fa& the fuccefs, of

whick
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which they make the foundation of their
fabric, is often owing to the powers of

nature,

We are much indebted to the labour
and induftry of the ancients; and to
derogate from them would be the height
of ingratitude— Vos exemplaria Graca
“ nofturna verfate manu, verfate di-
“ urna-—--incredibilis induftria, dili-

“ gentiee: fingularis.”

Tho’ it may appear extraordinary
that two of the meft eminent Surge-
ons of the age, fhould purfue a very
different mode of afling in the treat-
ment of the injuries of the head:——
‘yet we cannot conclude that it pro-
ceeds from ambition or oppofition; the
facrifice would be too great, and it is
uncandid to fuppofc that Gentlemen of

B 2 {uch

T
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fuch dlﬂlHUUIﬂlﬂd eminence ,'and humia-
'nlt}, could be mﬁuenced in the Jeaft
to act upon any other principle, _than
a defire of improving their profeflion

for the good of ‘fnciﬁty.

M, Dﬂafe.has publiméd-a-trsajtifé.nn
u—‘aundé of the head, which _h.a.:i gain-
ed him much h'anuur, both at home
and abrﬁad Tﬁé, I’cn&urﬁ:s .Q:f
this Ghntlﬁman ~upon Me;iTrs. Pott
and Bromfield, (as I ‘have been in-
formed) have met with the approba-
tion of the moft learned and emi-

nent men of the pmfeiﬁun.

Arguments  derived. from pra&icc
and experience, carry alwayﬁ with t.hem
?fl‘ﬁﬁﬁiblﬂ weight and force. If Gen-
tlemen, who commit their thoughts to
* paper, for public view, would adopt

_ the
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thc maxim nf Lccke, much unlnterﬁﬁ-._

mg cnntmverfy wauld be avoided ;

LB [ |.r1 "!

and truth and knnwledgﬂ wou!d be-

cumc much eafier ﬂf an::c:ﬁfs If wc:

lﬂui{, I'ays that celﬂhrated authur, _1nto

buolr uf cnntmvf:rfy nf anjr kmd we.

L

{hall there ﬁnd that the effﬁ& of ”b'.i

fcur&: equwucal terms 15 n-:::r more:, thanﬁ

dlf'putatmn ‘about fﬂunds, without ei-,

ther convmcmﬂ or Jmprﬁvmg the un-

dcrﬁandmg "

o

Mr. Pcrtts thEDI‘Y and pra,&lce:, in

Ll

f::rme fpﬁcxes of the injuries of

the hPad are founded upon _ the frec
c:}mmumcahon tlnt fubﬁﬁs hﬁtweﬁn
thc ve‘Tels nf the. dura mater, whrch g
carried ::rn by means. of :nnumerabIc
ﬁmmﬁm, ﬁ::und Iﬂ aII parts. Df both

furfaces of -the ﬁmll as well as at

the

]
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the futures; and that upon the free-
dom of this communication, dﬂpéﬂds,
the healthy and found ftate of all the
parts concerned therein; and th:a,t ﬁ'ﬁm.
the interruption or deftruction of this I
communication, proceed moft of the
{ymptoms attending contufions of tha
head ; extravafations of fluid be-
tween the cranium and dura mater; in-
flammations of the faid membrane, &e. |
—-That by external accident, & fome
of the larger of thefe vefiels, which carry
on the communication between the dura
mater and the fkull, are hmkeﬁ, a;ld_
a quantity of fluid is thed upon the
furface of that membrane.-—--That
when the neceffary and mutual com-
munication between all the parts ceaf-
es, the pericranium is df:tach&d-frun_lf
-‘Ehﬁ fkull; the dura ma-tf.:l_-' {cparates

from
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from the infide of the cranium, ig-
flames and fuppurates,

From- thefe principles it is" evident
that a more frequent ufe 'of the tre-
pan is meant to be eftablifhed;—But'
being aware of the arguments thag
might be made againf;t’ him, he adds,
—-Although fome would' undergo ag
unneceflary operation, fuch an eftab-
fithed rulé would contribute to fave
many an ufeful member to .ﬁ_?l:ict_y__

Mr. Deafe has been often furprifed
at the number of patients, who died in
confequence of wounds of the head,
apparently the' moft inconfiderable,
where the fkull has been either- laid
bare, or the injury done extended ne
further than .ﬂliﬁ external table. ‘This

Gentlemen



Gentleman is uf Gp:mnn, that the m-..___‘
flammation and putrefa&mn of thur...
dura mater, are not in - general athsl
caufes nf'___cia;;t;h_ in fuch injuries; the.
dura mater, being a_firong ligamentous,
membrane, and firmly - attached to the

fkull, feems. not to: be fo eafily. affed-;

ed bcmw a. ﬁtt::r medlu'n to: tran{'- .

& f
mit ayslhoekii T%CEI;F_;‘:S;{;{). the h{?}ﬁ.x. fiit
than oppofe it; for upor. diffedtion he

found ,the caufe of death. ir: the fup-f -
puratiop, of . the pia. mater. or biain,

but more genera'ly in’ both.

- When, a perfon ‘?‘ﬁgei*ées @ ftroke
upon -the fkull witk a: blunt .inftru;
ment, 1 or the head, by any accident,
all be, oppofed to a folid body, with
any confiderable, de: 'TEE‘. of vmlence, the: ¢
part affeCted b»:cum:;s conmfed i the'

- accident

-
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accident has not been fo fevere as to
.:::au_fé any'qf_thﬂfe'fymptnnis; which are
indicative ‘of - the 'df:prﬂiﬁ;jn. df’ « the

{kull, concuflion ror extravafation, the

treated, or totally neglected.” The con-
fequence of which: will probably be,
that .the obftrullion, arifing from the
contufion, will. gradatzm produce in-:
flammation, which by confent and
conpettion: of ; parts, will .extend,
producing .~ heat | and -putr.efaﬁion;'
whigh'-will' at lemgtn dc-ra__ﬁge.-and de-
ﬁrﬁy the t;e:'ﬁﬁre and ‘adhefion of. the
fibres and wveflels underneath; 2fque
ad cerebrum, and hence will arife the

moft dangerous {ymptoms.

4w hat the feparation ' of the dura
 mater, from the internal furface of

the

-
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the fkull, (when it takes place) pro-
czeds from what has been juft' obferv-
cd, feems confonant to reafon for it
does not coincide in‘ any manner
with it, that a ftroke or contufion,
can’ fuddenly deftroy’ the:cohefion, and:
intimate attachment of the dura mater
to the internal furface of the cranis
g ol .

‘The perforation of the head is a’
wery dangerous and operofe procefs,
and fhould not, as' I appreherd, 'take
place, but where the indications are
ﬁato:iuuﬂg evident, and where: no
other method can poflibly fucceed,

To have recourfe to the trephing .
as a prc#ﬂnt&ﬁﬂ:, would be often u‘n-
neceffary.---T'he - praQtice’ is  irreconcila-

_ ble
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ble with the feclings of humanity.--es.
Ad extremos morbos exLTema remedia ad .

aruffin cptima.

During feurtcen years pratice in,
the populous town and Neighbour-
hood of Drogheda, I was frequently.
employed, and called to injuries
of thc haﬁd; and I may Dpﬁﬁl}r de-
clare without the leaft imputation of

vanity, that my pradlice has been very .
fuccefsful. '

When 1 found that the ftroke, or
accident was. fevere, had ftaggered, or
brought the perfon to the ground, and
had produced tumour, naufea, or vo-
miting, I made an incifion upon the
part cnntﬁfcd_, or dilated the contufed
wnund, if neceffary, and preferibed ‘the
gnrr}&fagﬁ#-régimgn g fhu_s the incifion

has
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| has ~anfivered us “adraic or iffe,
T SRt e e Vel el R b
and ¥'am perfuaded, has prevgme& )
thofe dangerous, and’ éﬁan fatal

| events which have Been the cun*"ﬂquenm
¥ - of fuch ncgfe*%d"cafeé NGB mﬁ:ful
P ey RORE g NRT G L frf:- |
quﬂnthr{: alled to tai}cs, e had rea{bn
from the p.‘l.’:{uﬂﬂ'ﬂﬁnﬂ to cﬂnch'nda, thc.
prért:nce of. e:rcuwafauﬂn nnththﬂ:aud- |
ing, in canf'mm;nce: of Evabuatmns, dl--
Iution, ' faling mmtﬂra, Wlﬂl 'thie %*ﬁﬁ'. :
ance of 'an :fue on the partt T havn
b happily fucceeded, without the uff;'?f
I

*arly u-...':a-' [ 1
. the tr&p“hma*” m’““wluch {ﬁﬁéﬁ'evfr,f
fhould - have" ha? the bf:ft .:.uthc-nneq
I Xy |t| |

fﬂr oy iu 01'3. o479 At SRS
p
: ot besuhorg bed

As to ﬂm- divifion"of ‘the pericranie"
um i from the 'fkuil, (abfiratélly) 1

R

never!. founcl any jncmlvemché 'fLﬁer

T

\ 23 3 a0 -.,. 4 L x '
grottivetr il 3" g WS, fJEi
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wpftrom, % Has it \not. fajr:g', Mr,
Deafe, ?cénl ;I-JI“E.&ICE ’ rccom—
lﬁcnd;sd' i:i}r -fm the graaterl.ﬁ{imbt:r
of both ancz}ant a*‘ld madtln authnrs,
in many diﬁ.,afesrof tlﬁe he:ad, to open
fontanels. by t.he ﬁ&mi cautery erer
the {utures, and that on accnnnt nf
the free communication, which exifts
between the mterzor vcfn:ls ami thn{'e
of the dura mater ? have tr-ey nt:-t or-
{lﬁred thofe n‘Tuﬂs to be kent ﬂpen
even f'ur }‘-’ars? 1s not thi:- praﬁmc
recewad and ﬂranuuu{’y rccommcnded
by Mr. Brﬂfﬂﬁﬁud who has 'expf:nenc-
ed the moft faxutarv effe&s fmm
them, founded on the i'ame prmmple?
_'lmvf: we, in thmr f-:veral works, a

ﬁnglc inflance of thoﬁ: iffues bc:ﬁg
| produdive
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produdlive of an :r:ﬂammatmn or fup-
puration of the dura mater; although
‘it evidently appears there muft be a
total deftruction of all thofe cxterior
mmmﬁnicating veflels, and that in {ub-
._ .jc&s, it may be well fuppofcd, of no
gocui habit of body.”

It is evident that there is a2
wide difference between the nature of
| aﬂ'ues, made as above, and n:ccwmg a
cuntu{' ion, or contufed wound with a
heavy blunt inftrument.  In the for-
smer the wound is properly treated, the
mattc.r being daily abforbed by
proper dreflings; hence not confined,
or fuﬁ"f:red to dlﬁ'ufe itfelf, or become
putrld or to impart its malignancy
to the infra fituated parts.—Therefore

the veflels of the dura mater remain
aninjured,
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uninjured, efpecially, as a fingle in-
ftance of thefe iffues being produllive
of inflammation or fuppuration  of
the dura 'mater has never been
praduced,

Van Sweiten, whofe knowledge of
the animal ccconomy, and  extenfive
intelligence in every branch of medis
cal fcience, will be denied only
by thofe, who are unacquainted with
his commentaries on the aphorifms of
the celebrated Boerhaave, was not une
mindful of the danger that attends a
lodgment of matter, or extravafated
blood upon thﬂ_ﬁericranium, which, fays
he, fends forth veflels to the bones of the
cranium, and alfo ;eccives I-vcﬁel_s from
thefe bones, whereby it is connected
te them; fo that the vital influx

ang
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and efftux of the juices, to and fron
the bones of the cranium, and efpeci-
| ally their exterior tai:-lg:, depends on
“the found flate of @ the - periofti-

-

eum :-—-—-- This  perioftieum Eﬂiﬁg' ]

therefore injured, will readily com-
municate the diforder to the bones
of the cranium, and alfo to the

dura - mater, &e.

" Hippocrates, = imprefled with - true
ideas of the danger of contufion,
Oblerves immmweme Carnem  enim ' con-
" tundunt, mafﬁ_zrﬂrzr et lacerant, of Jub
bujufmodi  telis ' vulnera et ' latera  in
orbem oligiantulum cava et purulentia
| magis’ redduntur ; et bumida & Jongiori
 lempore repugnantur; carnes enim contu-

rﬁlf

M F W
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Jas @ laceras meceffe eff in pus . verfas
zabefcere.”

Van Sweiten. rclates, that a certain
perfon was ftruck with a pewter pot
over the right parietal bone; no fiffure
could be difcovered in .the bone:
‘.he_. walked, and was apparently very
well, till ten months afterwards, he
was taken with a vertigo in walk-
ing; and expired in a little time. Af-
ter opening the cranium 1n the affe-
ed part, the bone and the dura mater

were found - perfeitly rotten and feetid.

The above gentleman was called to
a carpenter in a fever, who, having
none of the {ymptoms, common to the
epidemical one that raged, and not be-

& ing



{ 13 ] e

ing able to dete@ 2ny caufe theredf,
after a careful examination, was put
altogether at a ftand, fince there were
fymptnms enough to make it evic}ﬁnt,
that fome malignant caufe lay cons=
cealed. He had a confiderable pain in
his head; his forehead, eyebrows, and
both eyes were fwelled, and Iooked
red; and he complained of a tenfion in
the nape of his neck, and his {leep being
much intefrupted,---he was afked, if
his head was hurt by any external
caufe, which he denied; even though
he told him a fecond .timt;,; that he
fufpe@ed fome {uch thing. By good
luck, a fervant flandihg by, remember-
ed that eight days before, a tile fell
upon the patient’s head, but from a
fmall height; the patient faid, it was

o,
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fo, but that he had hardly any pain from
it, and aflirmed, he did not perceive any
uneafinefs from it afterwards; f{o that

¢ relu&antly permitted his head to
be examined. A fmall wound was
found fcarce larger than a pin’s-head,
and 2 contufion difcovered fo broad,
that it was an inch over. Van Sweiten
immediately ordered the integuments of
the part affected to be divided; on the
next day the fever was much abated, and
all the fymptoms were much milder:
The part was afterwards deterged by a
mild fuppuration, and the patient

foon recovered.

According to Mr. Pott's theory,
(thould a fimilar cafe now happen,) it

would be inferred that the dura mater
C 2 had
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had been influmed, detached, &¢. and
perforation would confequently be
made~—if the patietit furvived, hé
would have been conducted thmugfl
an unneceffary and dangerous pi"ﬂtﬁfé,
anid there would thence iffue another

proof to ftrengthen this pratlice.

If (fays Van Sweiten) there is any
colleQion of matter, the wound is to be
dilated by ircifion, and it will be alfo
neceflary to detsrge or cleanfe the
parts: for the whole malignity of
fuch a wound will arife from the
extravafated  humours, being con=
fined by the thick fkin of the
head, and not being capable of dif-
charging itfelf by the too narrow ori-
fice of the wound, which will occa-
fion it to make way into the cellular

membrane,

e
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membrane, or elfe, by flagnation and
corrupting, it -may affe@ the pericra-
nium and.bones of the {kull itfelf. A
dilatation of the wound will therefore
givevent to theextravalated and confined
humours, and at .the fame time, make
way for the application of deterging
medicines,  That the humours are
thus confined, may be known :from
the -narrownefs of the mouth of the
wound, and from the loofenefs and
tumour of the adjacent integuments,
elpecially if the wounded patient has
a fever, for which no other caufe can
be found,

Hippocrates in fumming up the
wounds of the head, which require
incifion, fays: “ Que non fatis ido-
- neam habent longitudinem & latitu-
dinem, qua perfpici poflit, numquid os

a telo
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a telo male affe@um fuerit, &c. & ubi
wvulnera obliqguam quandam cavitatem
habent, cavam illud late incidere
oportet, 8c.---& ubi vulnera orbiculata,
& admodum cava fuerint, ejufmodi
quoque incidere oportet, ut circulari
plagain Iﬂﬁgum bifarium divifa vulnus
longum efficiatur.”  The enlargiﬁg or
'dila:ting of a contufed wound is beft and
fafeft effected by incifion, becaufe the
dilatation made the by fwelling: of lint,
&c. as it obftrud@s the mouth of the
wound for fome hours, fo that nﬂthing
can be “difcharged, therefore humours

and abfcefles will be formed.

EASE 1

ConcussioN and CoNTUSION.

1 was fent for to the afliftance of
a Farmer in the neighbourhood, who
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hiad been = brought home to his
houfe fenfelefs, in confequence of a fall
from his horfe. He frequently puked ;
upon examination, 1 found the fcalp
upon the left parietal much contufed.
I made an incifion upon the part,
but could not difcover either fiffure
or fraCture; he was let blood copi-
oufly, be being a ftrong man in
the 4oth year of his age. He was
emptied by clyfters, and laxative pow-
ders of rhubarb, fal polychreft and
nitre, and put upon the following ju-

lep.

R. fal abfynthii drachmam unam, fuc.
limon. q. {. perafta effervefcentia ag.
hord. femi-libram f{pir. mynd. unciam,
fyr. limon. drachmas fex adde, capiat

cochl. duo horis tertiis,

He
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He was plentifully fupplied with
whey and .b'a.r]c}r water; he was occa-
iionally_bied, and did" not pﬂrﬂe&[j!"
recover his fenfes until the 2oth day,
In about a year after, the Dppﬂﬁfé‘

fide became paralytic.

Doflor Alexander Monro obferves
in the 35th page of his Obfervations
on the Structure and Fun&ions of
the Nervous Syftem, that the right and
left fides of .tlhf: {pinal marrow 'a‘tz*’,f:
divided from ecach other by deeper fif-
{fures than have been defcribed bi}r
many late writers, or that the right
and left fides of it are . lefs iti'ti'nliatcf-
Iy connefted than is ‘commonly im-
magined. From attention to tﬁis Cir-
cumitance, we are in fome degree en-
abled to explain the canfe why one

fide
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fide of the body is much palfied,
whilft the other preferves its. powers
unimpaired, or to underfland the caufe

of hemiplegiz.

It has been obferved by ﬁ:r}r learn-
ed and experienced Phyficians and
Surgeons, that very bad fraGures
attended with very alarming {ym-
pmms, have frequently done well,
wathnut having recourfe to trepanning,
for why may not a fraQured or fif~
{fured bone of ﬂII? ﬂ(ull unite again

in fome cafes,. ag well as other

bones of the body?

Ruych, who had feen many cafes
of this nature in his many year
practice in a populous city, fays, that
in fra&ures of the ﬂmll,. wh;;:r_e the

f}fmptums
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fymptoms are neither violent nor in-
creafing, one ought not immediately
to proceed to terebration, But. after
opening a vein, and applying warm
cephalic fnmﬁnga'tians, the cure ought
to be attempted, and adds, that he
had th‘us-: happily cured many, ﬁhu

were almoft under the operation.

¢ Antiquores medicos, (fays hﬁ) iﬁ
omni fifflo vel fraQo offe, flatim
ad ferramentam -veni{'fe, quibus Jt:l
exciderent: fed multo melius eft an-
te emplaftra experiri, qua calvarize
caula .compnnuntur, &e---fi  autem
caruncula increfcere caeperit, & fe-
bricula aut {foluta fuerit aut leyior,
ct cupiditas cibi reverterit, fatifque
fomni accedat, in eodem medicamen-
to erit perfeverandum ]::aec‘rétiqnc {zpe

rimag

\
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rime callo quodam implentur; efl-
que eo offis velut cicatrix & lating
fracta offa, fi qua inter {e non coha-
rebunt, eodem callo glutinantur; efi-
gue 1d aliquanto melius velamentum
cerebro quam caro, qua excifo offe
increfcit. St vero {fub prima curatio-
ne febris intenditur, brevefque fomni,
& iidem per fomnia tumultuofi funt,
ulcus madet, neque alitur, & in cervici-
bus glandule oriuntur, magni dolores
funt, cibique hec faftidium increfcit,
tum demum ad’ manum {calprum-

que veniendum eft.”

CASE Ik
;FE.A:E'].:“-URE and CoNcussion, &e

A Brewer, by the fudden falling of a

heavy iron beam, was knocked down,

He
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He complained of his head, and
puked - frequently.  There was a
wound, which originated about an
snch . abeve his eyebrow, ‘and termi-
nated on Iis cheek. By the ta& I
difcovered anmn .extenfive ﬁ:;&ur@, for
by gently prefling upon ' the : orbiter
procefs, - the upper .end of;: the frac.
ture became elevated, and vice verfa,
This man was about forty years jof
mge; he was frequently bled, put
upon the antiphlogiftic regimen, and
foon recovered without any  opera-

tion.

At the time, the above man was
under my care, a child about fix
years old, was brought to me from
the country. ' The child . had. receiv-
-ed a kick of a horfe upon the left

| temple.

—
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temple. There! was a chafin made in
the bone, through which the pulfatic
on of the brain was apparent.  The

child got well, without any operatien.

CASE I

ConcussionNn aind CoNTUSsSiON.

A gentleman in the neighbourhood
of Drogheda, of a grofs habit, in
‘the fortieth year of his age, was
‘thm_wn from his horfe, coming from
the races of Bellewftown.-—-He was
brought home in an infenfible ftate. A
phyfician and an apothecary were
fent 'f_ﬂr, the Gentleman was blifter-
ed, and he took fome medicines. The
fymptoms increafing to an alarming
_ height, he was given up. I made an in-

cifion
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cifion upon the part contufed, evacuati-
ons were made, and the Gentleman re-

covered.

CAS'E IV
ConNcussioNn and CoONTUSION

A fervant maid a few months ago;
fell down ftairs. The back part of her
head was firft oppofed to a folid obfta-
cle ; the puked immediately, was muchf
ﬁunned and complained of a violent

painin her head. She was bled freely,

oot a clyfter, and faline mixture. There
was a large tamour upon the upper
part of the os occipitalee 1 made
an incifion upon it. 'There was a
great difcharge of extravafated blood,
but neither fraGure or fiffure. ‘The
wound was lightly dreffed, and fhe

was
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tvas put upon the antiphlogiftic regi-
men. ‘The pain of her head continu-
ed a long time; at length fhe got

well, having however loft the fenfe
of fmelling.

In the Commentaties of Heurnius
it is obferved, that injuries of the
occiput have been frequently attend-
ed with the lofs of tafte and fmell-

ing,

CASE" V.

ConNcussioN with TUuMOUR,

A few months ago, a young man
fell backwards, from a ladder, placed
almoft perpendicularly; the back of his
head came firft to the pavement; he

puked immediately, and continued

fenfelefs
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fenfelefs till morning. There was a

large tumour upon the back of his

head: In confequence of incifion, a

large quantity of extravafated blood
was difcharged. He was freely bled,
put upon the antiphlogiftic regi-
men, and fpeedily , recovered.

CA'SE VL

VERTIGO a72d ConTUsED WOUND.

A Gentleman was knocked down
by a ftroke of a thick flick;
He was much ftunned, and his
head gave him much uneafinefs. He
was bled, and evacuations were made;
On the thitd day, not finding himfelf
better, I was {ent 'fm'. There
was a contufed wound of the fcaip

upen

}
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tpor the upper and middle  part of
his foreheddsvoMilied he walked, he
ftaggered, and complained of a gid-
dinefs. An incifion and evacuations
were made, and he was ordered the:
{uline mixture. ~There was nof fraure:
or fiflure; a mild i:uj::,piil‘.ﬂtjdm ;toi:.-i-’:fi

piacc; and he .quickly tecoveted:

C 2 syE agrod
" Coxcussion and TUMOUR.

A Weaver knocked his - foremar,
down with a poker, wﬁn remained
fenfeles a few minutes; he often
puked. = ‘There was a tumour upon the
uppei part of the 1isht os parictale. An

D - jficifion
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incifion was made, :cvacuations pre=

feribed; &¢i-and he recovered.

By 'making incifions in cafés of ton-
fiderable  contufions, and injuries of
the fkull; T am perfuaded much dan-
ger, and fatal confequences have been
prevented.. The confequence of “the
incifion, confidered abftractedly, is of
very little inconvenience. It guards
againft the poffibility of any danget
arifing from confined matter, or ex-
travafated blood, which often occafion
tumours, abfcefles convulfions, and
corruption - of the bone and its peri-

cranium, e

We find from the obfervations of
learned men, that concuffions of the

brain
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ijrain i'upturé its vellels, while tilé
{kull remains entire, and that from
xtravafation follows an affe@ion of its
funé&ions, iwﬁicfl will bé in propor-
tion to the violerice of f.hﬂ cern-
cuﬂian Van Sweiten mfﬂrfns us that
Bm:hnms Iﬂfpﬂﬁlnﬂ' the body of 2
glrl fixteen years c-ld who died
the fourth da}r after a falI in order
for him. to rﬁpn}rt the caufe of her
.dﬂﬂth to the judges could not ob-
ferve an}r cﬂ'&&s uf violence in the
head, though fhe bled plentifully out
of the nofe anid mouth after the fall,
while Iwmg, and even fome time af-
ter fhe was &ead But up{m opening
the {kull, and raifing the brain, he
found a branch of the right -::amt:d.
ruptured,

D2 Casy
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CA S'E/VIL
FrRacTUKE with DEpRESSION. -

jﬂ'hn Wateré, 'algi:d; éBrjut fw{enfjr
I}fcars, rr:cenmd a ﬁroke Gf a fpade,
;edgeways upun the upper pan of the

L]

0s GCCIPLta]E, b)r whlch he was knﬂck—
_ch down, and rcmamed fenfﬂlcfs fur
fome minutes. Nﬂ}it‘ da}? he came
to tﬂwn, and mf"urmecl ‘me of the a{x:l-
d_.f:nt he had puked hIS headfwas mm:h
.-Eﬁ'ﬂ&ﬁ'd twc gentiumﬂn ﬂf the fu:ul-
ty attended We d:ﬁ:ﬁvared an E::{-
tenfive fraé’tmc ‘WI’Eh depreflion, upom
the fuperior part of the os occipitale,
n mnﬁ:quéﬁcﬁ: of 1.".r|ﬁcf1,"' it 1;'1.'*:15 judgéd
neceffary that I thou!d make two per-
forations, by which I was enabled
‘to raife thirteen fragments of beone.

He
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H_c was bled 'Gﬁcaﬁqnallﬁf, put upnﬁ
the antiphlogiftic 'régim,ﬁi}, ‘and reco~

vered.

A S E I
FracruRE and DEPRESSION.

A {mith, was Lknocked down
by a firoke of a loaded whip, in
confequence of which he puked,
and was brought to town. The pain
of his head was very acute. There was
‘an éxtenfive fraQure with &eprefﬁﬂn,
upon the left fide of the os .frﬂntale.
Three Surgeons ‘were prefent, when
by means of perforation I removed
every impediment. There was a fif-
fure, which paffed over the coronal

future into the temporal bone. It

was
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was agreed to leave this circumftance
to nature. The patient perfevered in
the aﬁtiphl-}giﬂicﬁ regimen, &, aq&
rccovered, One of the gentlemen, an
advocate for cpiates; was indulgﬁd_,
and the man got a few dofes of the
antimonial opiate, accordihg to Mr.
Bromfield. %

FractruRE and DEPREsslIoN,

Mr, Dempfy, aged about 22 years,
rccciv;;:d a blow of a flone, ﬁrhich
knocked him down, I wﬁs ff;llt- for,
and found his pulfe quick and high, his
head ﬁchad {avﬁfciy, ﬂnﬁ he was ﬁqt

able to leave his bed. He frcriun:nt-
; 1y
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ly brought up the contents of his
ftomach. < His right eye was clofed
and {wollen; above which, about two
inches, there was an extenfive fraCture
with  depreflion, part of  the
temporal bone was concerned. Perfor-
ations were made, evacuations and the
antiphlogiftic plan perfevered in, until

a perfe& cure took place.

CASE XL

FrRacTURE a7nd DEPRESSION.

-—-Kelly of Herbertftown, a farmer near
fifty years old, received a kick from a
horfe, whereby his fkull was frac-
tured a little above his right eye-
brow. Robert Caddell of Herbertf-
town, Efq. direéted me to be fent

for.
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for. "In ;qnfgltatio;; it was agreed
to ' perforate, 'in order to . remove
the bones: that were beat in  upon
the brain ;M the greater parf_: of the
orbiter - procefs | came away.  He was
gnjoii{ed-' the ﬁntilph‘l_ogiﬁic 1|r¢gi_in__6n:!

dnd foon recovered. -
CASE XII.
FRACTURE and DEPRESSION.

A ‘Labourer, aged about 22 years,
was accidentally thrown down, an&
his forchead came firft againft the
pavement, in confeqﬁﬂﬁq:é of which,
there was a {mall contufed Wﬁund
upon the part. He was brought to
an apmhccnrj', who applied the bloody
tuture {o frequently that he guarded

againft
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gga'inﬂ'ﬁny poflibility of air getting
into the wound. In three days af-
ter, I was defired to fec him; his
€yes  Were | clofed and pufled, his
face was red and fwollen, his pulfe
hggh and quick, his tongue foul,
his 1kin dry la'nld warm, and he felt

2 continual thirit.

Three of the Gentlemen of the
faculty attended; there was a con-
fiderable fra&ure and. depreflion in
the centre of his forechead, I per-
formed the Gpc;‘atiﬁn, and evacuati-
ons were occafionally made, in con-

fequence of which he recovered,

CASE XIIL

John Mec. Can, aged about 24
years, was knocked down by a firoke

of
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ef a f{pade edgeways. He was
brought {enfelefs into f::hé adjacent
houfe, and put to bed; I was im-
mediately fent for by the diretion
of Thf;nma;s Pepper of Ballygarth,
Efq. The man was totally infenfible;
| his eyes were clolfed and {welled, his |
pulfe was fmall and quick. There
was a chafm, which .E}:-tended from
the middle of the os frontale to the
upper part of the os parietale: it was
almoft five inches in length.. The
brain was ocozing forth. Aftg.:r bleed-
ing him plentifully, I removed as
-many fragments of bone, as I could
come g;t-, E:-rl many were buried
in ;thc fubflance Gfl the brain. 1
ordered him a clyfler, in confequence
oF which, ‘there was a plentiful dif-
charge of bile. He came 2 little 'to
- himfelf; 1T ordered him to oet another

clyfter
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elyfter to be given him in a few hours,
and fent him a faline mixture, with
Myndererus’s {pirit. The next day, Mr.
Delahoyde came with me; we found him
convulfed. He was now fenfible. On
removing the dreflings, many {mall
particles of bone came forth with
a large difcharge of the brain. He
was bled again, ordered clyflers, and

took his faline mixture tertiis horis,

The fifth day, the difcharge of the
brain anc} fpafins ;:_eafedé a fungus be-
gan to I{Fii'c, -abont the 15th day,
which we fup]:;réﬁ"ﬂd in its prozrefs, by
means of géntlé- :prﬁ_ﬁ;.'}lré-, arll.c_l preparcd
fponge; with which we prevented the of
progrefs puilqlatfng fleth, and the fungus
gr-idual:ly difiolved away, exfoliation

took
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took place and Hie rctavercd " and li‘;‘
ﬂnw in perfeﬁ hea‘l‘th e

When this' fman found his head
and ﬂ&rﬁéch affe@ed, he called for’ < i
clyfter, in ‘confequence of which, he
had a bilious difcharge, and got eafe. |

Do&tor Monro doubts, whether, in- -
fltead of Eoﬁﬁdexing the brain as the
origin of the nerves, we ought not to
confider it ITJEI‘E!)" as conneded w:th
the nerves; or whether thf:re are bet-
ter reafons for fuppofing the brain to
produce the nerves, than ﬁ;nr'fuppﬁjﬁng
the nerves to' produce the bl_';l.il'l ;---and
in order to fhew that the ﬁt:n*es ':-:na}r;
exift independent of the brain, he
{ays, he obferved in children delivered

at



L 45 1

at the full time, plimp and well
formed in - their _jin:gba,_ a fuh{‘_h};}g':?
which = {upplied - -i_hf: plau}_e ‘_df thtf:
bmin, not. more bulk}r than a fmaﬂ
;'nu_', -and,- inftead qf _containing .a
- white mpdullarg fubftance, it was of
a red colour, xﬂfﬁmblmg a clot of
blood ; and fmall cords, ﬂccupymg
the _pla_c}:ﬂ__,;::if ~the  optic nerves were
,\_ij_l_(cwifﬁ L__a-‘_f: s .,:cf:d. colour ;- yet thﬂ
_ﬁ;ijnﬂ- ‘marrow, and all. the nerves
from  it, had the ordinary fize and
appearance. .. .' |

We -have _b,ﬂen--f::aﬁ:glﬁ,;tﬁa_{: 1irhe;1
the brain .has- Eeen gr;:atll.y difturbed,
confidetable alterations of t.he bile, and
difcharges of it will take _,Piaca.' And
.that corrupt. bile lodging about the
precordia, may cnnﬁdefab]}r difturb

alt
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all tl!t;‘;' funétions of ﬁ'leulﬁraiﬁ, and
excite vertigoes, cdﬁvu’lﬁdﬁs, deli-
tia, &c. from which it ‘1§ evident;
that a wonderful confent of ‘ parts
obtains between the head’ and the
precordia, fo that they Irili'tuallj and
powerfully affe@ each othef.’ '

In the above é:ftrﬁbrdinary {‘:a{'é, we
find thefe obfervations cc}nﬁrmed for
as foon as the patient’ found ‘his head
-gmw uneafy, or felt dny palnful fen-
fation about or upon the praecordia,
he called for a clyfter, which by ex-
citing a bilious difcharge, quickly re-

lieved him.

Mr. Bromfield apprchends, that the
fear of being treated with unjuit and
rigorous criticifm, or of giving offence

to
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to ‘men of eftablithed charaQet, has
prevented many a modeft and ingenious
man from communicating his remarks

te the public.

- Notwithftanding the difadvantages
and ' oppofition, which a ~ gentleman
has to encounter, who offers his
thouglits to the public, I think he thould
not be alarmed by fuch confiderations,
but deliver his fentiments freely and can-
didly, taking care however to avoid
founding new fyftems, upon queftiona-

ble hypothefes.

If a Surgeoin fhould withhold from
the world, any thing that may tend
to the good of the public, I conceive
he does not do his duty;’ fince he is

an
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dn agent of ﬁ}_ciety, for ﬁ;_e | -Ee:ﬁéﬂi;;
of which I;i_e' has made: his ds:ﬁgliatimi;-j

In order to introduce the ufé of o=
pium into prallice, which I am per-
fuaded Mr. Bromfield has done. from
the moft liberal and  difinterefled, ma<;
five, he has made experiments in fes!
veral cafes, which were fucceﬁﬁ:ﬂy.
treated. From the fuccels of opium, and-
from an atientive clarl-zjﬁd_i_fr;‘@ian of ‘the
natire and caufe of. infa Fﬂﬁ‘i’llh@-ll_, he.
has been led. to alier .';1;:- fome mea~
{ure his former opinion,: and fecms to
think that imﬁa:‘vmmuﬂs, pditlcularly
thofe arififig {rom the injuries of th:
head, are frequently caufed by fpafmjy
and  that the neruves;, leading; to
the - mufcular. or vafcular fibres, may
be fo irtitated, as to produce fpafm.-

"This
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This do&rine, fays he, may be wor-
thy of attention; for certainly
opium 1s the . moft likely remedy to
take off’ fpafin.__ as many of us, I
dare .ﬁl}’, have experienced in the
moft threatening cafe of that fort, the
locked jaw. Few will deny, conti-
nués he, that D];Jilur.ﬁ_'iﬂ a great attt;illll-
ant of the blohd;- and that there-
fore it muft give the faireft chance
Iﬁ.}f; the abforption of ex@favﬁﬁitcd
fluids; and by dividing ‘thofe detain-
‘ed in the veflels; Iﬁ.t them for fthure
girculation. He quo*r—:s Do&or Mead
who told hlm, that n cme Wamcn
would apply thebaic tin&ure to the-r
breafts, after contufions from a blow,
or other violence recewcd the extra-
vafated blood would be attenuated and

abforbed, and the afiiftance of the

I Surgeon’s



- 5o
Surgeon’s kife, would rarely be wan-
ted flﬁr cancers or external injuries, done
to their breafts. Of the truth of this ob-
fervation [ have had many fortunate
proofs. As an external application,
to painful inflammatory tumours,
which fometimes affli& lying-in wo-
men, I am warranted in declaring there

cannot be a more powerful refolvent,

About a 'fnrtnight ago, a Lady
confulted me, who had been three
weeks brought to bed of her ﬁ:cnn%l
child; fhe is in the 24th }reaf_ of her
age and of a healthy habit, in her
former i}ring-in,l her breaft inflamed,
fuppurated, and was a long time
puinﬁﬂ, and tli‘()llblcf{}mﬂ fo .. ‘her.
There was now a hard lq-mp of

about the fize and form of a turkey

€ges
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egg, which was moveable, and fitu:
ated a little below the center of her
former affe@ed breaft, unattended with
inflammation. I ordered the nurfe to
bathe the tumour frequently with a
linement cﬁmpoféd of thebaic tin&ture,
oil, and fpirits of hartthorn, and to apply
the flaxfeed poultice foftened with the
linement. 'The fourth day the part
began to impoftumate, ‘a plentiful
fuppuration fucceeded, fo that there
13 not now a veftige of the lump,

perceivable.

Boerhaave, fays he, defines inflam-
mations thus:-—— “ Efique fanguinis
rubii atrteriofi in minibus ¢analibus
ftagnantis, pretio et attritus, a motu

Ez2 veliqui
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reliqui fanguinis moti, et per febrem

fortius ac.”

Mr. Bromfield affirms, that Boer-
haave, is -much miftaken, for  the
momentum of the blood being in-
creafed, from the  irritation of, . the
nervous coats of the veflels,  hzat
will naturally follow, therefore . this
is as much the effet of obftru&tion

in the circulation as in ,the:‘-former
cale.

We know, a pofteriori, that {pafm
is often the confequénce, or effect
of obftru&ion, inflammation, and ' fe-
ver; and that as the fever increafes,
the irritation of the nervous {fyftem

will alfo increafe,

Do&tor
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Do&or Monro found that after he
had cut the {ciatic nerve, the member
was infenfible and motionlefs that the
circulation of the blood remained for
a year thereafter rapid and free in
the hind leg of a frog; that when
he had broken the bones and wound-
ed they fleth, an inflammation was
excited, and at laft the wounds were
clofed, with new matter and the bro-
ken bones re-umited. Yet, fays he,
we have the ftrongeft reafons for be-
lieving, that the fmall veffels in cir-
culating the blood, in inflammation,
and in the prodution of new matter,
are altuated by a mnervous encrgy,
which in the cafes before us, could
only have been furnithed to the
nerves by the veflels of the pia

mater which inclofe them and the

cineritious
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cineritious  fubftance it  produces.
Obfervations on- the nervous fyftem
e 3 fe& the V. the greateft pro-
duction of this age. .

Extravafated blood by prefling upon
the brain, excites convulfions, which
¢arly and copious bleeding and evacuati-
ons have often removed, If thefe precau-
tions are delayed, or totally negle&-
ed, putrefaction . takes place; ory if
any principal blood wveffel is ruptur-
ed, we fhail find, that no remedy
or mpde of treatment can ever be
ftrack out, zhat will prove fuccefsful

i all cafes.

Van' Sweiten thinks it 13 ewvideny
(fee his commentary upon the definition
which Mr. Bromfield has pronounced e«

roneous)
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roneous) that obftruction has many
things in common with inflimmation;
but that no inflammation can be
conceived without an obftru&tion alfo
attending; befides which, a wviclent
obftru&tion increafes the velocity of
thole juices, which are to pafs
through the pervious veflels, fo as
to occafions a fever. But ' foon
as a fever accompanijes the obftruti-
on, there is then an inflaimmation, which
may therefore be termed an obftruc-
tion with a fever, either in the

whole, or only in fome particular part
of the body.

The phznomena, of a concuffion of
the brain, according to the moft emi-
nent of the profeflion, are vo-

mitings, vertigo, or apparent rotation

IH
R
(8}
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of the adjacent objedls,. a . total lofs
of fizht, hearing, fmelling, tafting, or
feeling ; a deep fleep, a ftertor, (that
15, when the patient forces cut the
air ~with . the whole  a&ion of the
breaft,) palfy, convulfions, deliriums,
and fhiverings. If a lethargic difpofi-
tion, i3 an effe@& of a ‘concuflion
of the brain, upon . what principle

can opium be given ?

-_Is it not 'reafonable to conclude,
that in cafes where a lethargic difpo-
{ition may not happen, -it may be in-
duced by opium, and thus the injury
of the brain rendered more dangerous

and difficult of cure?

Medical Hiftory abounds with cafes
of concuflion of the brain, attended

with
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with  the = worft  {ymptoms, not-
withftanding, fuccefs has followed a
{ree ufle of the lancett and evacua-

tions, independent of opiates,

Numberlefs, but undeficive argu-
ments, have been adduced on the
nature and caufes of inflammation,
obftrultion, {pafm, ecrethifm, &c. by
- which we find the obfervation of a great
man is well founded, viz. that canfes
and effe&ls are fo intimately connedted,
and dependant on each other, through-
out the {yftem of nature, that we eve-
ry - where difcover a - feries of - ener-
gies, which whilft they are depending
on, and derived from their preceding
terms, are at the fame time the caufes
of their fucceeding ones. But what
is the caufe of all the reft, which be-

ing
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ing not the effe® of any preceding,
may be called the fource of all,
and the firft term in the feries? In
eontemplating this fource, the mind is
Ioft in wonder, and after we are ad-
vanced a few fleps, we find that a
elond obftru@s our further progrefs,
and from continuing our eaquiry and
contemplation, nothing more can be
derived, but a convi&tion of human
imbecility, and narrownefs of our in-

telleCtual powers.

If Mr. Bromfield (as it fhould
feem) recommends opium wupon the
prim:iplé of its being a great attenuant
of the blood, 'and hence, well calculated
to give a fair chance for the abforption
of extravafated fluids, is it not evi-
dent in order to produce fo material

a change
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a change in the animal ceconomy,
that large quantities of opium would
be requifite, and that a few drops of
tintura thabaica would not have the
effe¢t intended by the author with
fufficient expedition.

Opium in general is but a tempora-
1y expedient, and does not frequently
anfwer the intention of the pre- .
{criber, but often defeats it, and in-
ftead of procuring reft, occafions anx-
iety, drynefs of the mouth, a red-
nefs and itching of the fkin, lownefs
of fpirits, difficult refpiration, and

a languid pulfe.
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OBSERVATIONS
ON THE
SB RVGO P WL A, CD el

T VHERE isnot 'a difeafe  that
' can be’ more : difagreeable to
the human fpecies, than that which
is . popularly ' called the King’s/' Ewil,
a difeafe, according to the ancients,
totius {ubftantiz; which has almoft
refifted every remedy, that learning
and {kill could devife, and feems to
be  gaining  ground - rapidly,

it
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It is extraordinary f{o noxious a
~difeafe has not been better defined.
Like nerves in women, and worms
in children, it fefves as a fan&uary
for the ignorance of practitioners, and
complaints are frequently pronounced
{crofulous, or the King’s evil which

terms do not coevey determinate rdeas.

Gentlemen of the faculty ought
to be very cautious, in giving their
opinion of {fores, ulcers, kernels, and
affeCtions of the glands.  The :idea
of the King’s evil is extremely excep-

tionable, and unfounded.

‘The fymptoms of a fcrofula are
generally faid to be; {cirrhous tu-
mours arifing about the neck, and

other
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Kther glandular parts, called alfo
ftrume. ¥ The word is Latin, and
formed by diminution, from f{crofa, a
fow. The fcrofulous infetion prin-
cipally fettles either on the glandu-
lar parts, or the bones; and the dif-
café  appears in little Kernels, or
lumpy indolent fwellings, down the
fides of the hneck wunder the chin,
in the arm-pits, and about the breafts;
in white indolent fwellings of the
joints of the ﬁﬁgéi's, wtifts, knees,
elbows, and ankles; and running
fores difcharging a yellow gleety

{ariies,

F Scrofulous

* Stiruma, tumours éi-'lﬁng moft ufually on the neck
and throat, and ccmmenly called the I{ing’s evil ; l_:hl..".
word is Latin, formed 2 ftruendo——fru@im affurgunt
——3llo koirsides, fores.
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Scrofulous people’ are. generally of a
lax fibre, and relaxed habit; their af*
pe& in general is pale, their. fkin. fair,
the eyes VItreaus--ghey are 1nert, in-
dolent, and if g . perfon of a real
fcrofulous,  habit, ' receives a, fmall
wound, 1t will not be attended with’
much pain, or hemorrhagy, not look
florid, as  wounds will do in a
healthy perfon. = Thofe who.  have
made iffues in  {crofulous people

muft have obferved thefe circiim-
ftances,

Lofs of appetite is faid to be &
fymptom importing great depravity of
the humours in {crofulous habits, -ancl
indicates thdt the pancreas and mef-
‘entery are obftrulled, partticularly if

the parotides are enlarged.

Scro-
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Scrofulous people, dccording to Ar-
biithnot, can  ncyer be duly nourith-
ed; for fuch as ‘have tumours in the
parotides oftern have them in the pan-
creas and mefentery. The pancreatic
juice is neceffary to dilute the vifcid
cyflic juice, to mitigate its acrimony,
and mix it with the food, to dilute the
mafs of alimerits, and do€s every other
office of the falivai—— ' glot

 Hallers Phyf: p. g6o.

“The vatious, ,and ineffeQual me-
thods of treatment, which have been
purfued, and recommended bjr the moft
learned of the faculty, -in - order to
eradicate ' the fcrofula, is a proof of
the obftinacy and inveteracy of the
difeafe.
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It has been afferted, that the fcro-
fula may be acquired, in confequence

of luxury, debauchery and indolence:

Thofe who lead laxurlous, intem-
perate and indolent lives, and indulge
themfelves fo much even in {leep;
as fearce ever to fee the rifing Sun,
lofe the exercife of their mufcles,
which pewerfully contribute to a
brifk and free circulation of the
blood ; therefore digeﬁicm, and
the  aflimilation of = the chyle,
are more flowly and imperfe@ly
performed ; hence fuperfluous and
crude humours ate created; which
cither fall upon fome vital party
or burft ~forth in running fores
on different parts of the body; to
obviate which the miferable patients

foam
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roam from one phyfician to another,
in purfuit of health, which they would
with to enjoy withont taking pains,

or rather the pleafure to cbtain it.

The celebrated Aftruc, and ‘others,
were of opinion that when the ferofula
accompanied the venereal difeafe, it
was incurable by 'mercury, becaufe
the  {mall drops of the {crofu-
Jous infeftion, fo intimately lay up
in it the fine drops of venereal
venom, that they become inacceffible
and invincible, in the fame manner,
as in an amalgama of gold and fil-
ver, the atoms of the gold are wont
to be furrounded by the atoms of fil-
ver, that they can by no means be

touched by aqua regia.

This
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~ This analogy does not feem to be
well founded, fince! there is aﬁ.“tli{aﬁ-r
rial difference between the fcrofulous
and’' venereal infection, floating 'in: the
"blood and juices, and aled upnn-ia}t
anigal ‘heat, &e. and ‘his' amalga-
mia and aqua‘regia;'t o0 ' v
Aftruc diftinguithes between the ve-
nereal and fcrofulonsinfection ; ‘though,
he fuys, if ‘the lymph is tainted with
‘thé Vehereal vitans, it 'will ‘producera
{r’tagnatioﬂ: in “feveral ‘conglobate: glands,
becaufe from - its thicknefs it 'will form
obftru@ions in the' folds of the g!':indsi;_
and fiom its acrimony it will Rimu-
Jate 'them ‘to more fn:f;'ucﬂ’t contradi-
ons, by« which the paffage “will be
ftopped up; hence therefore it wil]
follow, that the lymphatic glands of
the
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the neck, axilla, inguina, mefentery,
&e¢. from the flagnation of the lymphj;
and indifpofition, will grow turgid,
and " harden into circumfcribed, round
glandular firumous tumours, and that
the = venereal difeafe is as changea-
ble ‘ias’ Proteus, and puts ‘on ‘the
fhape of levery difeafe.

‘From parents who have been fe-
verely afflited with the venereal dif=
eafe, and not radically cured, their
children have derived complaints, which

have been - pronounced ferofulous,

Nothing gives that which it has not.
If an infe@ion can produce another in-
fe&tion, of quite a different nature, it
would follow, that the venereal infec-

tion was not one independant, but two
different
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different infections, which is a ma-
nifeft abfurdity,

Whether the ferofula  (which © ig
not fo common as people imaging)
1s an effe&t of the venereal difeafe,
is a queftion that | has * been .much
difputed. Gentlemen ought to be ve-
ry cautious in afcribing effells to
caufes that exifted at ‘a -rf‘;mﬂ'[.ﬂ pe=

riod. |

Experierice confirms that an’ in-
feCtion will produce -different effells
in different conftitutions; yet it is
evident every 'effedt arifing from it

proceeds from one and the fame caufe,

In
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In confequence of the improve=
ments which have been made upon
mercury, and its general ufe, we,
find that the venereal difeafe does not
now ~produce fuch dreadful fymptoms
as have been reprefented by phyfi-
cians a few  years ago, and that
in confequence of the improved and
mote general ufe of mercury, the le-
profy is now hardly known_. among

us.”

" 'Thete ‘were in Chriftendom about
200 years ago 1500 . Hofpitals for

lepers.

Before the ufe of mercury was dif-
covered, the venereal difeale muft
have made great havoc in the human

Ipecies ;
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fpecies ; ‘as: it could mot have been
yadically cured, at leaft we know of
no fimples that will have that effe&.

It appeats reafonable -to conclude;
that the wveneréal difeafe: was coeval
with fociety,cand : that it has beenia
difeafe arifing ‘from the . abufe of
venery, atid promifcaous! embrace.io

'The Kings of England and Franece
for a long time pretended to the
privilegé of curing ‘the ' King's [evil
by toﬁcﬁing ; © and ' fome ' pious
prople to this day, fay, they :dif-
penfe the rgal blood for the cure
of 'the ~ Kiig’s eul, which' they ‘al-
'iedgt will have the withed for effe@

The
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The right or faculty, ’tis faid, was
originally .inherent .in the French
Kings; for that thofe “of England
only" ¢laimed it as an " appéndage, ‘or
appurtenant ‘to that Crown to which
they ‘had a claim, * |
| 'Stéph"én de Conti, 4 religious Cﬁ'rbi&,‘.
who lived in  the ‘year ‘1400, and
wrote a Hiftory of France, fill pte-
ferved “in M S, in the library of
St.  Germains des prez, defcribes
the pradtice of iﬂuching.fﬂr the evil.
Aftér the Kifig had heard mafs, a
veflel” ‘of { water was' brought him,
and his' Majefty, having put up his
prayers before the altar, touched 'the
difeafed’ part - with his’ hand, and
“wathed it with water, ors

- Raoul
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Raoul de’' Pruelles, addrefling his
tranflation of St. Auguftin, de Civi-
tate Dei, to Ch. V. France, fays ex-
pre(sly o -« Pos devanciers, & vous avez
2elle vertu & puiflance, que vous eft donnee
& attribuce de Dieu, que vous fattes mira-
cles en wvotre vie, telles, fi grandes & f
apertes, que vous garr%.r dune tres borri-
ble maladie que s appelle:les efcrouelles
(i. e the King'ss Evil).de laquelle nul
‘autre pripce terpein ne peur garir, bors

'?wf*. Ia

. Much judgment and experience
are neceflary to diftinguith the fero-
fula, from . the effe@ts” of other dif-
orders ;—---—A fwelling of the upper
lip, and "an enlargement of the
parotides, are faid to be pathog-

nomonic  figns.
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In the firt Volume of ' the Lon-
don Medical - Obfervations, P. 184,
there are 'a few cafes of {fcrofulous
complaints, by John Fordyce. M. Do
which  have been confiderably ' im-
proved by means of the cortex,
which refolved tumefied giandﬁ withe
ot fuppuration.

In Vol. 2. P. 265 of thé above
Obfervations, there are two cafes
communicated by Dodtor Bond of
Philadelphia, which were fu_ci:efsfully
treated, by perfiting in the ufe of

the bark, though falivation had fail
tda |

DoQor Fothergill in Vol. L fays,
that the bark put a flop to the

progre{s
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progrefs of tumours of the parotid glands ;
in one cafe in particular, he f:iys, the
bark fofteded the tumours,-—that he
met with many other cafes, in
which - the ‘bark has had the like -
effets; checked the fpeedy progrefs
of the difeafe, reftored a better
fltate of health in various refpeds,
and laid a proper foundation to pro-
ceed upon, in attempting to cure by
other methods.

. He acknowledges that hé made ufé
of the bark in ferofulous yleers; but
hitherto not - with the fuccefs one
inight expe@, though he has aflifted
it with calomel and fulphur aura

tem antimonii.

Thi_a
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~'This learned Phyfician | obfcives;
that all internal, remedies given "bj:
the mouth, and deﬁgr_md .to, aét be-
yond the ftomach, muft be. expofed
to the efficacy of the powers, by
which, digeftion is performed: it is
therefore 1incumbent wupon the Pre-
fcriber . to. | confider, how far the
virtues of the medicines,  he gives,
arc liable to be affeCted in, their
tranfit to. . the patrts: where he is de-
firous. they fhould a&. = Moft of the
faline remedies are liable to great al:
terations in the flomach.  Alkaline
~and acid falts may become. neutral
and faponaceous ; neutral omnes may
be diluted, and difpofed to run off
immediately . by  the ' emunclories,
and all of them contribute as little
towards . eradicating the  fcrofula, am

they
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they do towards effeting the changé;
we call digeftion; a change whereby
fubftances very remote from it, aré

converted into an animal nature.

And it feems to him, in the curé
of all chronic complaints, however
diftant their feat may be from the
ftomach, thofe will havé the great- .
eft fuccefs, who attentively confide®
the prefent ftate of this organ; who
temove every obftruction to its per-
forming the office of digeftion with
eafe, conftancy and expedition; for if
digeftion is - well performed, the
¢hyle is proper, the blood, produced
from this chyle, is natural, the fe-
cretions will bé regular, difeafe will
vanith, and health and 4&ivity enfue.
If digeftion is weak, the contra-

ry
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fy happens, in f'p'i'te of the beft
Apecifics, unlefs one paft of ﬂ'_lﬁif vit-
toes be to reftore the iﬁjured
faculties hf _digeftion  to their
pnftme and natural flate, :

And from the moft attentive confi-
deratmn of the cure of many chronic
cnmphﬂnts, and the moft unprejudiced
dlfqulﬁt:nn what fhare the medicines
apphed have had in effe@ing fuch
cures ; b}r much the greateft part
of thefe diftempers - feem to have
been removed, father in confequence
of the medicines given, having had a
certain effe&t on the ftomach, and
'thereﬁjf ehabling nature to perform
her cwn office, than by any fpeci-
fic operations on the partmular {eat

G of.
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of the d:ﬁf:mper._ Sﬂ{’: Vol. 2. Fother«

:glilﬁ Wﬂrks, whérﬁ thofe who cram
y -1t i 0 Rl
_thmr patlents 1th medicines ﬁngu-

&

‘la hma quc}wg n‘_:i:smentu, will find

they do not do juftice to their, pa-

=
<}

tients,

0 A L s 1 vl s oy
X ;,’__rfd_-' L -"I XX

A few yﬁars agn a }rnung man
-applled tn m::, to be cured of the
lucs vcnﬂrea, Whlch was accumpamf:cl
w1tT1 2 fcrﬂfulnus habat :—-his upper lxp
was fucllsd his Pﬂ.rﬂtldﬂb werc en-
1argcd “and’ tl:u:re were ClCdtl’lCES of

¥
old fures on many _parts nf h:s

body

In cnnﬁ:quer;ce t}f' fmaIl mercurtal
.1n1m£1mns, aided b}v the warm bath
hE: : Wﬂb perfe&ly cured nf the
dues and i’brnfula.:--—a-He ctinﬂuded

his
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His''courfe with ‘a ' decoion of fars
faparilla and milk. :

i 'The fuccefs of this cafe determined
me on giving {mall .mercurial inun&i-
ons; watm bath, ‘with . the occifional
ule! of i calomel, < and > thebbark> to- aid
the Uappetité,*-a~ fair trial, ~in fuch
{ferofulois’ ¢afes ‘as might ‘occur. v

i3 paid ' i f

-

The bark I have often given as-
cotding  to » Do&oer M'Bride, - fee his
Bflay,: pil.a8gbsbratls - ' |

. ] w4
Lk y }

CASE. K

oA lad: wﬁé brought to. me a few
-years ago. 'The globe of his left eye
Avas more  protuberant than that of his

G 2 right
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right eye. .~ Thete was an ulcet
juflt " - ‘over  #he t;%tgan;t_al canthus
of the affeted eye. . The parotides
wete, affeted. , He had taken a great
deal of miedicine, tecommended by dif-
ferent - peeple. ' He refigned himfelf
toan extended courfe of mercutial in- -
4an&ion;and féﬁorati ves—-in cqnféqucggt
of which; he recovered, and: has con=
tinued fince in vigﬁui'ous health.

‘Do&tor Aftric was of opiniom; that
if the lues be. attendedo @it anubin
larged parotid, tis incurable by faliva-

tion.

"Tis evident, that by inducing a
falival © flux, - much ¢inconvénience
and  danger will arife;  when the' pa-
‘rotides” dre ‘enlargeds  But {mall mer-

curial



1 & ]
curial inunctions, judicioufly'conduded,
will not: be attended with ‘any  incon-
venience to the maxillary, falivary, or

parotid glands, -+ -

CASE II;.*_:

A girl in the 13th year of her
age, was brought to the ‘work-houfe
for the affiftance of Gentlemen attending
there. The anterior part of the tibia
was bare, from within two inches of
the knee, to nearly the fame diftance
from the ankle; the bone was of a
blackith yellow: colour, ' full ‘of ‘holes
---the circumferibing ulcer: was very
foul, and difcharged a yellowifh thin
fanies. On the upper, and internal
part of her thiéh there was an indolent

tumour,
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fumour. - She 'Wa's-.}iale.f'aﬁd (lfL may
be allowed the phﬁa-fe}i.-:ﬂf':!'a:ﬂfmrlifun
lous afpect..  Her mother informed
me- the gentelmen propofed amiputati-
on,

In confequence of mercurial inundti-
ons, calomel, and the bark, thel: bone
feparated, and ' the’ girk recoverdd a
good -eomftitution;: idsmoid taw  SaR
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A woman ©in-the: vlaft: monthicef
geftation applied  to: me<llon raccount
of the ‘lues; which fhe:contradled from
her hufband’ fome time before. : 1 put

' her
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Sak. Al
her upon the fniutmn IWlth th»;
lntf:nt ufpalllatmg hqr wmplamts, un-
t11 fhf: wuuld be {able to. fuftain an
t:ﬁ'eduql cnurfe. The: folutmﬂ,,ww.th .

i ! ;

fn,} '--'1
decp_ﬁimn' c:-F gqaia:um _pqrgd ,_hgt,,-

.....
] | LG4 i b s S

He;;'_ mﬁ;m had a . white - fw&lhﬂg;

.l B i.-"l-\.a 1-"']

of 1t3 erﬂ _and 1ts  eyes were, ten-

1._1”.1 L G

der. The ch Id rf:cmfere:d bmng put

-\..._..l EI; R4

| upoﬂ the breaﬁ of 3 healthy ‘woman, .

li--:-.

whn tnok fomﬂ altcratwcs

'
| B
= E,

CASE

-BH woman in . this ctown, iint the
25th, ydar.; of icher 1age, ' ‘and:[Afifth

Lot BT, SR S WS e I
hsiagdsn Sims2la1aXe - month
" L
-
Ae - SEW - 9THfll - #8100
- - - L
EJ "I_” Fyd o k

* R.‘mercur. cor. fublim. gr. quatuor, {pir. vin. Gal-
lici uncias oéto, ol. faffafr, femidrachmam, mifce. fiat fo-
lutio.
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month Gf gﬁﬂatmn, appncd to me,

There ‘was  an, ﬁﬂﬂ}'ﬁﬁd tumnnr in
thé'-'igi:i:'m'al g:anlthns of each rf'}«:«zt
Her eyes fveré bldod*i'huf, and thﬂ tear‘éﬂ
Efﬂapﬂd mcﬂffantly down her chcﬂks.r
There was an mdcrlent tumour on the .

+H
hatk af " her' néck.” I put her upDII

a “courfé’ of calomel dﬁcn&mns -::rf' the

wocds,~and bmught thf: tumﬂurs tcr |

fuppuratmn, and ﬂIE Pﬂl‘fﬁ‘ﬁl}’ IEW‘.

vered, iz

C.A!S B! oV,

A married . man. of “a -rﬂma’rkabfjr

good charader, put himfelf under my

care, A flethy excrefcence occupied
one fide of his nofe; there was an

exoftofis upon the middle and anteri-

er
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er part of each tibia, and matter
was flowly forming upon,cach. . Upon,
one ﬂf his: fhg_;%:l_;:_lf;rs_. fg};ﬁfﬁ_ﬁ;;ﬂ, three;.
finuous ufcarq,. apd upon the fuperis:
or part of the os frﬁn]_tal,& there was
an ulcer: through it my probe dropped
upon the denuded bpﬁé, He had been
a long time taking medicines, not-
withflanding < his  complaints = were
gaining upon: him, - He: was mot now'!
able to. perfievere: in . his;ufdal a&ive -
way of life, wherefore the fubmitted.-to
be. confined. .:In' confequence:of mer=-"
curial inun@&ions, the 'warm bath, and -
reftoratives, he recovered perfect healily |
and | has © udinterruptedly < enjoyed it

fince, 'which fis about fix years,

This cafe fhewed fome chara&er-

iftics: of a venereal taint; but I am

per-
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perfuaded he was free fmm {51 his®
wife had - no complmnt n-::nr h:'tE: . had '
any {ymptom® ‘that cotld ]uﬂif"}r an

idea’ of the ‘km'ti fince,

I-_ - - o - -
a0 g B e 1 G [ S i
R o o w1 ) '!-' ;|
S atouLe T JE IR ! Fabd mEnd
4 } "
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o6 J P 10 UL O b T e T R . b
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A -Gentléeman - fent to mé from 7
Hammontown, a joung man; who had
upon the . forepart, rand:>bafis | of' his '
neck, two:large, ‘running ‘fores, 'or ul-"
cers, of confiderable duration. There was
alfo one upon. the upper. partiof 'his >
breaft, clofe: to -the . night :claviele.
His upper lip ‘was enlarged :and  thick: -
~-by the ufe of mercurial inunctions

he was cured.

J I hﬂVﬂ--:;



[ e
T have -had"-many ‘cafes ‘of the
above mnatire ‘under my care, which
5w5i'e”f1icc[3f§_f'ﬁlf}'r' treated, though the
neck’ was/“full ~of © running <’ fores---
e’ pardtides’| enlarged, as alfo tu-
mours "of ‘the’ breaft,’ which with
difficulty -came!-to" ‘fuppuration, ‘when
they could not be otherwife refolv-
ed. In'the ' courfe of fuppuration
the lips ‘ofter’ became!'dry, and 'cal-
{ous, * tufning”* black, 'and fometimes
Blue: ‘Suddenly a tumour was form:
ed ‘in ‘thé fide," and came qulckly
to ~ fuppuration, ‘and *continued to
difcharge a ‘long time. In the courfe
of 1nun&mn, it is not uncommon for
‘a ldrge ‘tumour ‘to 'fuddenly appear
upon  the " foréhead, :and“ different
parts of the head, and in a few hcrurs

l'.o vamfh and' return no mnre

There
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There are few (according to Doétor
Fothergill) whq are converfant in the
praclice of P h}'-ﬁﬂ"g,- who' do--not. find
occafion, . at. one time. or’other, to be
diffatisfied . with . the - feveral . methods
and medicines hitherto =-recpm_rﬁ¢giicd

~in the cure of the fcrofula.

. A fwelled lip, a blood-thot eye,
will frequently baffle a courfe of ef-
ficacious réme;:liﬂs under prudent di-
retions. - When the difeafe is farther
advanced, it grows more obflinate,
the greater the number . of, parts that
are affefled, the more the difficulties
are increafed. We have indeed a
'copious -choice of alteratives handed
~down to .u_s, all which, perhaps, have
been in particular inflances, benefici-
~al, but ngverthelefs they too often
difappoint
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Zifappoint us. + Moft of the remedies
propofed for-this diftemper, are fuch
as feem’ recommended more with a
view ‘tooalter the juites, than imme-
diately to! affe@! the folids: but we
know much lefs . of the nature of
fluids’ cireulating’ in an : animal bdd;;,.
en how :to” alter them, than we do
how to apply fuch medicines as affe&t
the folids; and in confequence there-

of;. produce certain alterations in the
fluids.

It is not fafe to infer; that the
various kinds of falts have the fame
effte@s upon- ammmal juices, whether
taken from  the animal, or ¢irculating
in - their proper canals. = Experience
does not always warrant fuch conclu-
fions, . ‘The digeftive powers of the

ftomach,
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flomach, by the fame means that
they  convert different forts
of aliments, .~ fome of © them
fafficiently 'acrid, into a 'mild and
milky fluid, ‘feem able to:deprive the
moft pungent  falts of great part of
their ' a@ivity : ‘and ' this circumftance
alone, in:-my .opinion,  {fays ~Do&or
Fothergilly - renders 'a 'dependence up-
o - one part:-of the! materia medica,
on’ which-'many  pleafing expeftations
have been formed, much to be. fuf=
pected ; I mean the different kinds
of: falts! recommended ! in  ftrumous
diforders. It isevery.ccertain’ that the
effe@s 'of . the acidand alkaline great-
ly ‘dépend on " the! prefent: difpofition
of the  juices in the < ftomach ' and
firlt ‘paflages. ' The meutral ones ‘are
aot “altogether ~exempt « from . the

fame
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dame infiuence; and,  fhould they
\,_.pufs upalt:_f;n:d into:l_lthc:.gbipod,_ we
_cannot afcertain their effedts upon it:
-and 1cuuld we. E;L’E:_Il do. this,- ~can it
rﬂ-a{"ﬂnably be fuppofed, that a few
drams of any kind of fait, howe-
_ver - adlive,. and properly adapted,
mixed with fo many pounds of
blood, and other animal juices, could .
produce = the effe® we wifh for, or
be able - to extirpate a difeafe, as
th._:]_- ﬁm:.;ients e::-_;;:ré:ffcd ~ them{elves,
totius fubﬁantia&,_ ‘and . _ﬁxﬁd in the
1.;.1.11:111 .inalc_:;:ﬂﬂiblle:_f parts. of the animal
J, {ﬂégﬁﬁﬂ;nﬁr b | The ch_anice,. .thf:rﬁfm_:'t.‘,.,. of
curliné _t_his. _c-ii,_ﬁe.rnpﬂr, by. fneans of
remedies_deﬁgned‘tt} 2@ on the fluids
-a_lur:_i;.j:,. is but little, It may indeed
o urged, that falrtls? ";‘1-3 Iﬁli.m.ulapts-.,‘:afa
fe the folids as well as the fluids ; and
. that
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It may indeed be. difputed, whe-
ther the folids being firft relaxed, the
fluids do not become wvifcid,  and un-
fit for their office, in coafequence
of this relaxation; or whether the
juices are mot firft vitiated, and from |
them a laxity of the folids is inevi-
tably derived. ' Cafes may happéﬁ, in
which one or the other of thefe fup- -
pofitions may, with great.prﬂbabilit};’,
be admitted; but in either cafe,
fince' it" feems beyond .difpute, that
the pnw;zr of - affe¢ting the {olids, is
-mmore’ under our command than that
~of "altering the fluids, it is rcafonable
“to ‘dire out applications in the cure
of ' this diftemper more immediately to
-the ' folids, as, without their affift-
‘ance, the fluids muft f{till remainin
a 'morbid condition.

H I have
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