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in dedicating this revifed edition of
it to you, and claiming your Pro- .
tection. |

The Public has long ago had op-
Pmrtﬁnity of decid'ing on the merits
of fuch parts of it as then appeared;
and though their judgment has not
been unanimous, (and in what inftance |
has it ever been {o?) the Author has
had abundant Evidence from his own
Experience, and from the teftimony of
Others, of his labors having been pro-
du&ive of much Good. Nor has the
practice he enforced, as far as he has
been able to learn, produced the evils
fome people had apprehended ; while
the ftrong manner in which another
edition has been called for, is a pre-

fumptive indication of the favorable
opinion -of Others. |

His


















il PREFACE

who it muft be confeffed, have fometimes got
credit in thefe cafes, where men of fcience
and a regular education have failed. And
here it may be proper, as the former clafs of
practitioners needs no increafing, to add, that
the precife quantities and forms of fome of the
applications hereafter mentioned, are not {pe-
cified, but left to the judgment of the furgeons
who will find no difficulty in proportioning
every aé’tne and powerful ingredient, to the
nature and variety of each particular cafe, - the
writer not having the leaft defign of concealing
any thing from him. - ,

The form, indeed, in which thefe obferva-
tions are prefented, requires more excufes than
the author knows how to make; but he trufts
that the plainnefs, or rather homelinefs of their
drefs, will not fo far prejudice themin the eyes
of liberal men, as to prevent their being examin-
ed with candor, and made ufe of in praice,
if they are found to be at all juft and rational.
A want of regu-]aﬁty and elegance in compofi-
tion, may with truth in this cafe, be imputed
to want both of experience, and leifure to ftudy
the correctnefs and imbellithments of language.
He has, indeed, no pretenficns as a writer—but
though truth may be adorned by a florid ftyle,
or enforced by elegance of argument, the greateft
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Xvi - PREF ACE:

Some progrefs, indeed, might eafily have been’
made, but too many difficulties.occurred to ad-
mit of a complete arrangement, with fufficient
clearnefs for any good, prattical ufe.  Such.
fpecific diftinction may, however, be made,
and the careful obferver, determined to purfue-
and profit by thefe hints, will not long be at a
lofs for it; but it will be beft attained by ex--
perience. For, befides the peculiar fymptoms
attendant upon different ulcers, another diferi-
mination is often neceflary, which is fo much:
an obje& of fenfe, that it can be conveyed but
very imperfetly in words. For apart from
the obfcurity arifing from the flutuation of
language, there are certain things of which
words can convey no adequate ideas, hawever
clear thofe of the writer may be. Archite&ture
(if fuch an allufien might be allowed of here)
furnithes an ample proof of this: for what
words could have given any accurate conception
of ancient buildings, (of which no drawings
were preferved) had not their Ruins remained?
But from thefe, conveyed by the Pencil’s fifter-
art, ancient Greece and Rome are every where
prefented to view, and modern buildings rife
in Afiatic or Gothic magnificence.

From the difficulties neceflarily attending
fuch an attempt in the prefent inftance, itis
&0 i hDPEd,






Xviil PREEFACE.

in hofpitals as to private patients; it being im-
poflible {urgeons thould vifit the former every
day, much lefs drefs every bad ulcer with their
own hands. 'Such fores muft therefore be com-
mitted to pupils, many of whom come to, London,
and indeed too many leave 1t, pofleffed of fo
little knowledge or attention, that whenever
any matter muft be fubmitted to their difere-
tion and care, (of which the application of
tight bandage 1s a moft important one) it is
well if patients do not conftantly fufter by it.
Not that the plan, indeed, 1s incapable of very
extenfive ufefulnefs, even in hofpitals and dif-
penfaries, if furgeons would do their part in
fuperintending and direting the pupils, order-
ing proper rollers, and advifing patients to
walk, and efpecially, would they become lefs
timid in their ufe of the precipitate. As an in-
ftance, the author has Mr. Pearfon’s permiflion
to fay, that fince the winter of 1783, {fome
hundred patients have been cured upon this
plan, under his dire€tion, at the Lock Hofputal
and Carey-Sireet Difpenfary ; many of whofe
ulcers were very large, fome extending nearly

round the leg, and of many years ftanding.
But how{oever the peculiar advantages of this
plan. may, m any inftance, be leflened, it is
iubmitted, with increafed confidence, to the
atten-































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































