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TO HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS

@eorqe
PRINCE OF WALES,

THE FOLLOWING TRACTS

IN A FORMER LINE OF THE AUTHOR’S

PROFESSION,
ARE INSCRIBED, BY PERMISSION,

WITH ALL HUMILITY AND GRATITUDE,

BY HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS’s

MOST DUTIFUL,

}
AND DEVOTED SERVANT,

Mircrarr UNDERWOOD,

GreaT MARLBOROUGH STREET,

June 22d, 1799.
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TO THE

MASTER, WARDENS,
COURT or ASSISTANTS,

OF THE WORSHIPFUL

COMPANY or SURGEONS,

T T e

GENTLEMEN,

THAT great Ornament of
our Profeflion, the late Sir Cafar
Hawkins, Bart. having honoured
the firflt edition of this little work
with his approbation, will, I
hope, apologize for the liberty I

a4 now
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now take in dedicating this revifed

edition of it to you, and claiming
your Proteftion.

TrE Public has long ago had
.opportunity of deciding on the
merits of fuch parts of it as then
appeared ; and though their judg-
ment has not been unanimous,
(and in what inftance has it ever
been fo?) the Author has had
abundant Evidence from his own
Experience, and from the tefti-
mony of Others, of his labours
having been productive of much
Good. Nor has the practice he
- enforced, as far as he has been
-~ able to learn, produced the evils
{fome people had apprehended ;
while the ftrong manner in which
another edition has been called

Hor,



L
for, is a prefumptive indication
of the favourable opinion of
Others.

His aim and expetation, from
the firft, was public Good; and
he has certainly lefs temptation
than ever to inferiour motives, in
the prefent publication. His de-
fire therefore {iill is, that the work
may {tand upon 1ts own proper
merits ; and he is now happy in
{fubmitting it to a Court every
way adequate to forming an im-
partial and valid Judgment; and
deciding upon its future Reputa-
tion.

However devoted of later years
to another branch of Medicine,
the Author is {till proud of having

Y€~
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received his firft Education under
‘the Beft Surgeon in the World,
and of fubmitting to the Profef-
{ion, the refult of {ome former
- experience in that line of praice.
It were needlefs, therefore, to
{ay what Claim You, Gentlemen,
have to his labours, fhould they
appear to have any merit, and
the Honour you will do him in
accepting this Token of Relpect,

from
GENTLEMEN,
Your mofit obedient,

humble Servant,

MicHaEL UNDERWOOD.

Great Marlborough-Street,
O&ober 1oth, 1788.
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. PREFACE

TO THE

BIRST “FLT TOTE

NO man publifhes an opinion to the
world, even .on the moft trivial occafion,
without fome view to himfelf, or others,
or to both; and cuftom has eftablithed an
almoft univerfal law, by which an author
1s bound either to difcover his real motives,
or to devife fome plaufible, and handfome
excufe for his own boldnefs. The writer
of the following fheets, without affeting any
uncommon fhare of philanthrophy, would
not willingly have rifked the favourable

opinion
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opinion of his friends, had he not been
perfuaded, that the practice he has ven-
tured to recommend is founded on the
moft rational principles, and will not fail
to be of fome fervice to the diftrefled.
He is encouraged to fay thus much, at
leaft, having feen very.confiderable ad-
vantages arifing from a method -of treat-
ment, materially different from that at
prefent in fathion. And if any improve-
ment can be fuggefted, in a branch of
furgery confefledly imperfe&, (for who
will deny that fore legs are difficult of a
lafting cure?) no great apology can be
thought neceflary, for communicating to
the world any hints on the fubjet that
may be ufeful. |

It may add fome weight to this little
performance, to fay, that it is the refult
of more than twenty years attention and
experience ; the writer having, for a long
time, invited the poor to his houfe, and
even common beggars, the moft intrac-
table of all patients, and fuch as, either
for want of proper food, and clothing, or

- from
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from their diffolute lives, are the moft un-
likely of all to be cured. He affets no
- other merit than this attention to fo li-
mited, and in general fo much neglected,
a branch of his profeflion; to which he
was led, fo long ago, by an inftance that .
fell in his way, of a cure performed with
great eafe, and without confinement, by a
very ignorant empiric, after two eminent

furgeons ‘had failed in the attempt. The -

knowledge of this at an early period in life,
when youth and inexperience prompt to
undertake any thing, having convinced
him of the poffibility of {uch cures, and led
him to the knowledge of many, induced him
to turn his thoughts to a fubjed, which
he has never loft fight of. In the mean
time, his education under the beft of maf-
ters, together with his long refidence in
one of the largeft, and beft conducted
hofpitals in this metropolis, as well as his
_attendance in thofe of Paris, gave him
fufficient opportunities of feeing, that for
one caufe or other, the knowledge of
completely healing old ulcers in the legs,

has ever been very deficient and uncertain.
The
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The fubje&, though of fo great impor«
tance to the fuffering individual, has, per-
haps, not appeared of fuflicient confequence
to eminent ﬂlrgenﬁs, whofe employment
has ufually been both of a more profitable,
and agreeable kind. It is hoped, gentle-
men of this clafs, who deferve and pofiefs
the higheft degree of public efteem and
confidence, will not think this an injurious
fufpicion, efpecially as the mention of it
is principally intended, to fave the writer
the mortification of having his firft attempt
thought inferior to the dignity of a firft
rate practitioner.  Befides, any attempt
muft be laudable to refcue this branch
from the hands of quacks and ignorant
pretenders, who it muft be confeffed, have
fometimes got credit in thefe cafes, where
men of fcience and a regular education
have failed. And here it may be proper,

as the former clafs of pra&itioners needs
no increafing, to add, that the precife
quantities and forms of fome of the appli-
cations hereafter mentioned, are not {pe-
cified, but left to the judgment of the

furgeon; whe will find no difficulty in
pro-
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proportioning every active and powerful
ingredient, to the nature and variety of
each particular cafe, the writer not having
the leaft defign of concealing any thing
from him.

Tae form, indeed, in which thefe ob-
fervations are prefented, requires more
excufes than the author knows how to
make ; but he trufts that the plainnefs,'
or rather homelinefs of their drefs, will
not fo far prejudice them in the eyes of
liberal men, as to prevent their being ex-
amined with candour, and made ufe of in
prattice, if they are found to be at all juft
and rational. A want of regularity and
elegance in compofition, may with truth in
this cafe, be imputed to want both of ex-
perience, and leifure to ftudy the correct-
nefs and embellithments of language. He
has, indeed, no pretenfions as a writer—
but though truth may be adorned by a
florid ftyle, or enforced by elegance of
argument, the greateft deficiency in thefe

ernaments cannot invalidate facts, nor juf-
' tify
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tify an ill-natured criticifm, on that which
made no part of the author’s defign.

As to the mode in which thefe obfer-
vations are prefented, the prefent was
judged the moft likely to anfwer any good
end, for though what the author has to
fay in point of dire&ions, might have been
exprefled in a {maller compafs, or have
appeared in fome periodical publication,
he could not, in fuch a channel, fo fully
fupport the principles he has laid down,
nor juftify his deviation from eftablifhed
authorities. He knew, moreover, that an
attempt had been made in that way, by
a gentleman of acknowledged abilities,*
which did not feem to gain the attention
of the public. |

WitH regard to the few hints on fcro-
phulous affeftions, and other matters
flightly touched upon, they are likewife
the refult of fome experience: how far
they are worthy the attention of the pub-

* Mr. Erse, Med, Obferv. and Inguiries, Fol. iv.
lic,
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lic, is cheerfully fubmitted to their con-
{ideration.

The author, however, begs leave to
urge again his good intentions, and to ex-
- prefs his hopes, that the fuccefs of his
plan may, in other hands, be equal to his
own; and then he fhall expect the fatis-
fattion of having contributed very greatly
to leflening the difficulties and diftrefies
of many afflicted fellow-creatures; pre-
ferving fome of them from leading mifer-
able lives ; and now and then preventing

- that moft dreadful remedy for bad ulcers,
the lofs of a limb.

b PRE-
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PREFACE

TO THE

SECOND EDITION.

THIS fecond edition appears before the
Public with fewer emendations, in point
of ftyle and manner, than might have been
expected. But the author having been
called to turn his thoughts fomewhat an-
other way, and to other publications, really
has, not found time fince a fecond edition
has been much inquired after, to pay fuf-
ficient attention to it. Indeed, without
an entire change of pian, and new ar-
rangement of matters, no adequate alte-
rations, in thefe refpects, could be ef-
fected ; although he hopes there are others

- ' of
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-of much more importance to the ftudent.
Befides, he is ftill of opinion, that, on
account of the doétrine being fo oppofite
to former practice, and fome prejudices to
ithyct remaining, an attempt to abridge the
work very much, by fimply objetting to
the lenient plan, and merely ftating his
own, would not be the beft method of com-
bating inveterate prejudices, or likely to
eftablith a new mode of pradice, as yet
unfupported by great Names. The like
reafon, it is hoped, may apologize for
continuing the long references and quo-
tations from the ancients, which might
otherwife have been omitted. He has,
however, made a few correCtions; has
abridged and tranfpofed feveral parts, and
made confiderable addition to others, in
- the traét upon ulcers; as well as attended
to every objection that has come to his
knowledge. The latter efpecially, he
thought incumbent upon him, as it is pro-
bable he may not take up his pen again
on chirurgical fubjects; and he hopes he
has executed it with modefty, though with
a firmnefs becoming the defence of a mode

b 2 of






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































