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on the Mind and the Heart. 249

¢haunted amorous verfes at the feet of his relentlefs mif-
trefs ; he was no longer an effeminate flave, who kifled
the chains of an imperious female, from whom he only
received marks of contempt and averfion ; but with a
republican intrepidity Petrarch regenerated the love of
liberty throughout Italy, and founded the alarm againft
tyranny and tyrants. A great {tatefman, a profound and
Jjudicious minifter, he was continually confulted upon
the moft important affairs then lranf;&ing in Europe,
and frequently employed in the moft arduous negocia-
tions. A zealous friend to humanity, he endeavoured
upon all occafions to extinguifh the torch of difcord.
Pollefling an extraordinary genius, the greateft Princes
folicited his company, endeavoured to form their minds
from his opinions, and {tudied from his precepts the great
art of rendering their fubjeéts happy. '

By thefe traits we difcover that Petrarch, notwithftand-
ing the violence of his paflion, enjoyed all the advan-
tages of Solitude. His vifits to Vauclufe were not, as is
generally conceived, that he might be nearer to Laura;
for Laura refided altogether at Avignon; but that he
might avoid the frowns of- his miftrefs and the corrup-
tions of the Court.  Seated in his little garden, which
was fituated at the foot of a lofty mountain and furround-
ed by a rapid ftream, his foul rofe fuperior to the adver-
fities of his fate. He pofleffed indeed, by nature, a reft-
lefs and unquiet mind ; was frequently dilpleafed becaufe
he was not at fome diftant place, to which it was impof-
fible he could ever go ; frequently becaufe he looked in
vain for fomething which it was impoffible he fhould
find. Petrarch, in fhort, pofle{led all thofe defefts which
generally accompany men of genius. Butin his moments
of tranquillity, a found judgment, joined to an exquifite
{enfibility, enabled him to enjoy the delights of Solitude
fuperior to any mortal that ever exifted, either before or
{fince his ime; and in thefe moments Vauclufe was, to

his feelings, the temple of Peace, the refidence of calm
' L1 repofe,




































































































































