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INTRODUCTION. Ixv

which cannot be denied ; although it is clearly as im-
possible, as for a blacksmith to weld together two
*red hot pieces of ice! Atony and spasm may suc-
ceed each other alternately, but cannot subsist to-
gether. This is the case in every conclusive disease,
in which the muscles are alternately contracted and
relaxed, frequently in very quick succession ; but
as the conclusive contraction of a muscle, is caused
by a preternatural influx of spirits, and the atonic
relaxation of it, by a preternatural deficiency ; it is
as evident, that atony and spasm cannot subsist in
the same muscle, at the same time, as that there can
be too great, and too small a quantity of spirits,
present in a particular part, in the same instant of
time. When this author comes to sum up his doc-
trine of fever, he says, ¢ Our doctrine of fever is
¢ explicitly this ;—The remote causes of fever are
¢ certain sedative powers applied to the nervous sys.
‘“ tem, which diminishing the energy of the brain,
‘¢ thereby produce a debilty in the whole of the
 functions, and particularly in the actions of the
¢ extreme vessels. Such, however, is, at the same
¢ time, the nature of the animal economy, that this
¢ debility proves an indirect stimulus to the sangui-
¢ ferous system, whence, by the intervention of the
% cold stage, and spasm connected with it, the ac-
¢ tion of the heart and larger arteries is increased ;
““ and continues so, till it has had the effect of re-
% storing the energy of the brain, or extending this
‘¢ energy to the extreme vessels, of restoring, there-
¢ fore, their action, and therecby especially over-
% coming the spasm affecting them, upon the remo-
ving of which, the excrction of sweat and other
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