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Shape and size of the root—character of the epidermis—colour externally and internally
——colour of the powder—odour—taste—relations to water.
istic principle, a sweet substance called glycyrrhizin. Different from sugar.
Uses of the root. Proportion in decoction, 3. of the root to Of, of water. Uses of the
powdered root.
_Mode of preparing the extract. Place from which it is imported. Shape and size of the
pieces—colour—appearance of the fracture—taste—impuritics. Mode of refining. Shape
und size of the pieces of refined liquorice. Uses.

ICELAND MOSS.—LICHEN. U.S.

Cetraria Islandica— Lichen Islandicus, Linn. Indigenous in the north of Asia, Europe,
:L:ﬂ a’:merir-u. Size and shape of the plant—consistence—colour—odour—taste—relations

water.

Interesting constituents, a starch like principle to which it owes its demulcent properties,
and a bitter principle, Solubilitics of these two principles. Mode of separating the bitter.

Effects on the system. Therapeutical uses. )Edminiutemd-in decoction made by boiling
3J- of the moss in Oiss, of water to 0j. Given ad libitum.

IRISH MOSS.

Carrageen. Chondrus crispus—Fucus crispus, Linn. General character of the plant.
Place of its growth. Therapeutical uses. Mode of administration. The decoction made
in the proportion of Zss. of the moss to Oj. of water.

BAGOD,

Product of the Sagus Rumphii, or sago palm, indi in the East Indies. Obtained
ﬁ'ﬂmﬂﬂd pith {Jf the trunk. Mode of preparation. Two varieties in the market—common
o and pearl sago.
hape, size, colour of the grains of common sago, and of those of pearl sago—taste
—relations to water. Consists t exclusively of starch.
Uses in disease. Mode of preparing it for exhibition. Proportions for the decoction,
3. of sago to O]. of water. Additions.

TAPIOCA.

Product of the Jatropha Manikot, a plant of tropical America. Places in which it is
cultivated. Two varieties—the sweet and bitter. Difference between them. Tapioca ob-
tained from the root. Mode of preparing it.

Shape and size of the grains—colour—hardness—taste. Uses and mode of exhibition
the same as those of sago.

ARROW ROOT—MARANTA. U8

Product of the Marante arundinacea, and other Bpﬁcies-—ﬁla.utn of the West Indies—
cultivated in our southern states. Obtained from the root. Mode of preparation.
Form—colour—chemical nature—relations to water. Liability to mustiness. Purposes
for which it is used. Mode of preparing it for use. Proportion for solution, a tablespoonful
to the pint of waler.
Starch of the potato, and from other sources, is often substituted for arrow root.

BARLEY.—HORDEUM. I 8.
Mode of preparing barley for medical use. Commonly called pearl barley—hordeum per-
latum—when prepared.
Shape and size of the grains—colour—chemical constitution—relations to water—lia-
bility to mustiness. Medical uses. Form of administration. Decoction of barley—Decoc-
tum Hordei, U. S.—commonly called barley water. Mode of preparation. Occasional ad-
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( 64)

ease. In this mode of action it is said to be alterative. More frecly employed, it makes a
very sensible impression. The most evident symptoms are those ranked together under the
name of salivation or ptyalism. Description of these symploms. At the same time, it
gives rise to an excitement of the circulation, evinced by a peculiar quick and jerking
pulse, increases nervous susceptibility, augments most of the secretions, and invigorates
absorption. Probably other unperceived changes take place in the system, the actions of
which appear for a time to be completely revolutionized. The effects produced by mer-
mednﬂy subside, and unless very severe, usually leave the general health unim.
Fm .

Therapeutical applications of mereury considered, first, in reference to its general in-
fluence upon the system as indicated by its action upon the gums; secondly, in reference
to its alterative influence. The effects of mercury connected with its sialagogue opera-
}:::é;lpﬂn which curative indications are founded, may be included under the following
1. Excitement of the secretory functions. Circumstances under which it may be use-
ful in reference to this effect. henever the secretions are arrested, and no contra-indi-
cating circumstances exist.

2, Altered condition of the eapillary vessels. It is probably by some inflacnce over these
vessels that mercury proves useful in most chronic inflammations. It appears to be pecu-
liarly adapted to inflammations atiending a typhoid state of the system.

3. Peculiar action upon the liver. Upon this organ and its appendages mereury exerts
an influaence greater, perhaps, than upon any other part of the system. Peculiarly advan.

us in hepatic inflammations and congestions, and in all the numerous complaints
which have their origin or support in deranged conditions of this m'gl'nm.

4. Excitement of the absorbents. Henee its use in dropsical eomplaints, and in chronie
tumefactions, though it operates in these affections also upon other principles.

5. Local inflammation of the mouth and faunees. This is no doubt sometimes useful
its revulsive influence, But it is seldom advisable to employ mercury with a view to this
effect alonc ; as there are other more convenient and safer modes of producing revalsion.

6. General revolutionizing action. There are some complaints in which the curative in-
fluence of mercury admits of explanation, in the present state of our knowledge, only by
resorting to the suppasition that it produces general efficts incompatible with derang-
ed condition in which the disease consists. One of these complaints is syphilis. Obser-
vations in relation to the prejudice against its use in this affection. Much of this preju-
dice is ascribable to its abuse. Great care is requisite fo restrain ils action within due limits,
and to persevere with it sufficiently long. The poisonous effects of lead upon the system
constitute another disease in the cure I;% which mereury may be said to act by its revolu-
-tin:ni:_in_lg influence. Further remarks in relation to its therapeutical application upon this

inciple.

FTha best modes of bringing the system under the mercurial influence next considered.
‘The belief stated that it acts through the medium of absorption.

In general, when the object is to produce a gentle pr‘a.lism, calomel or the blue pill may
be given, the former in the dose of halfa grain, or a grain, the latter in that of 3 or 5 graine,
morning, noon, and night. Any purgative effect is to be counteracted by opium. In cases
of irri stomach, the dose may be reduced, and if necessary given more frequently. If
the medicine cannot be taken by the stomach, it will be necessary to employ it externally.
For this purpese the mercurial ointment may be resorted to. is is also sometimes use-
ful as an addition to internal means, particularly where the discase exists in the course of
the external absorbents. Places to which the ointment is applied, and mode of application.
It is sometimes necessary to produce the mercurial influence very speedily.s In such cases
the medicine must be introduced by every avenue. The doses are to be augmented, ex-
ternal frictions employed, and the cintment applied to blistered surfuces. Sometimes
fumigation may be advantageously employed,

Great difference in the susceptibility of different persons to the action of mereury no-
ticed. While in some instances it is almost impossible to effect the mouth, in others ex-
cessive salivation is induced by small quantities of the medicine. Different diseases are
attended with a difference in this susceptibility. Sometimes the medicine aceumulates in
the system, and after having been given for some time with no apparent effect, breaks out
at length with an overwhelming force.  Practical cautions founded on these facts. A
rule is always to administer mercury with great caution, unless the necessity of the case
demands its speedy action. In the great majority of cases, it is sufficient to produce the
slightest effect upon the gums, and to give the medicine so as to sustain this effect.

ription of the mereurial sore mouth in its different stages and degrees of violence.
Dangers of excessive salivation. Condition of mouth sometimes left behind after its sub-
sidence. Treatment of excessive salivation.

Poisonous action of mercury on the constitution in some individuals. Attended with
great prostration. Generally observed in hospitals, Treatment.
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