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APPENDIX, 147

by Hartshorn, and given without discrimination to all graduates
of the College. Such a certificate is not sufficient, and the
public know it. “Grinding out doctors” has got to be a hy-
word and a reproach to medieal colleges. The examination
papers alone are proof of proficiency, and Mary's paper on
surgery has been destroyed by unfriendly hands. All her other
papers are graded high. She may have broken down on sur-
gery; I don’t know. All tangible proof on that point has been
concealed or destroyed. I have no means of judging, and there
is where I am lost. I have no means of knowing whether my
child was competent in surgery or not, whether she has passed
a fair examination or an indifferent one. For years I have been
paying money to educate her that she might exhibit ability
worthy of the outlay. The destruction of her paper on sur-
gery, or its concealment, disables me from knowing. She can
write another paper on surgery, I know ; but she can’t write it
in the presence of Hartshorn, before the College; she can’t
have the public opportunity of answering without gpecial pre-
paration ; she can only write an examination paper of such a
character once in her lifetime. It should go to the world as
evidence of her ability under test conditions. The opportunity
to do this again is forever lost. How can you attach a money
value to the loss of such an opportunity ?

Q. Do you consider the destruction of this paper a damage
to her professional prospects?

A. Certainly T do. Her papers are the only fair standards
by which her ability can be judged. A diploma does not in
every instance represent merit. It often signifies no more than
does a surgeon’s shingle nailed on the window-shutter of a slab
shanty. One hundred per cent eredit in graduation papers, the
diploma does not distingnish with any more merit than a gradgy
of seventy-five. I wanted my daughter to fetch me the evidence
in her papers that she had been faithful in her studies, and that
she had received her diploma, not as a matter of form and suffer-
ance, but becanse she had won the certificate fairly by ability.
If all college papers were published, as T have those of my
daughter, it would be fair dealing all round ; the gradnate and
the people would understand each other better. I would not
lose that paper for a thousand dollars. Still I do not fix that
amount as its valne. I don't know that her surgery paper was
any thing more than commonplace. But it is my right to
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