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culation of the blood was detected? In our libraries now,
there are books which talk of canker, of phlegm, of a
thousand ideal, hypothetical diseased conditions. And in
our school boy days we used to read of fire, air, earth and
water as the four elements of philosophy. Now, minute
dissection of the human body is the every day employment
of the physician. He talks of bone, tendon, muscle, blood
vessel and nerve, with easy familiarity — speaks of irri-
tation and inflammation, of secretion and absorption, with
flippancy — calls to his aid the microscope, and observes
the minute operations of composition and decomposition—
enters the laboratory, grapples with essences, and atomi-
zes nature from the molusk to man —nor ceases in his
progress until all her kingdoms are subsidized to the uses
of suffering humanity.

Men are born with no innate ideas. All the knowledge
they possess is derived. From the smallest spear of grass
which grows upon the distant mountain top, from the tini-
est flower which unfolds it beauty in the remotest valley, to
the most gorgeous productions of the field or the forest;
from the minutest insect which creeps upon the earth or
swims in the sea, to the huge mastodon, or proud leviathan,
all is mystery. Nor is this mystery revealed, except by
close investigation, and a careful classification and arrange-
ment of facts and phenomena. These constitute the basis
of science; they are, indeed, science itself. There are
some facts which are self-evident ; truths which the mind
perceives without an effort, and to which the judgement
assents without a struggle ; such, for instance, as that two
and two make four, that two parallel lines can never cross
each other, that the parts are equal to the whole. By
far the larger proportion of facts, however, are intricate,
are beyond the reach of ordinary reason. They require
the most patient research, they must be ferretted out. In
no department of human investigation is this more requi-
site than in a physical science like that of medicine. In
other departments ignorance may cause loss and inconve-
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And then, if they could, the society did not improve them,
because totally different to that which they had left be-
hind.* Now it will be altogether different in Nashville,
with all high minded, honorable students of medicine.
Here they will tind fathers, mothers, sisters and friends,
kind, warm-hearted and generous, like those whose smiles
cheered them at home. In Nashville they will feel their
identity will not be lost in the multitude, but will realise
that they are observed, judged and appreciated, accord-
ing to their merits. Nothing is better calculated to engen-
der idleness, and induce dissoluteness of character, ina
young man, than to know that he is beyond the scrutiny
of those who will mark his habits. There isimplanted in
the breast of every man, a moral sense, which teaches
him to respect the opinion of the good and the virtnous ;
but in large cities we feel that our individuality is so com-
pletely lost, that the conviction is forced upon us, no one
sees, no one cares. Hence, a course of conduct is often a-
dopted, totally at variance with moral orscientific progress.
In Nashville, however, every young man will be seen, and
known ; his pride will be excited, his ambition stimulated,
and wholesome checks placed upon his tendency toidle-
ness and vicious engagements. .

But the chief argument in favor of the establishment
of a medical school in Nashville is, that medicine should be
taught upon the same theatre where it isto be practised.
Natural philosophers have shown a great variety in the
constituent parts of the earth, aswell as of vegetable pro-
ductions, in the different portions of the world ; and this
variety is equally well marked in the animal kingdom, not
excepting man. In fact, variety is a universal law of na-
ture. So true is this, that it is said there are no two things
exactly alike. Infinite wisdom, pointing to an intelligent
first cause, is, perhaps, as indelibly impressed upon the
works of nature, by this endless variety, as in any other

*[t is not meant that the society of the south is better than that of
the north; but simply that it is different.
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ing perpetual change. Every fresh epidemic is but anoth-
er problem to be solved by rules hitherto untried. Hence,
books written a few years ago, containing minute de-
scriptions of disease, as well as the modes of treatment,
are now laid aside as comparatively useless. And if this
were not so, who can as thoroughly describe, or as indeli-
bly impress upon the mind that which he has read, as
that which he has observed, experienced. Take the best
educated physician of the north, set him down in a ma-
larious region of the west, in the midst of billious fever —
congestive fever with its characteristic insiduousness, if you
please — and what do you suppose would be his success 7—
Why, whilst he would be preparing the system for quinine,
or caleulating the relative advantage of a half, or one grain
of calomel, the patient would be hurried to the tomb. Or
let the north wind blow, and in its train bring pneumonia,
or pleuarisy — whilst he would be administering ptisans, or
applying leeches, or cut cups, inflamation would consume
the lungs. No, sir, western and southern diseases must
be treated, must be elucidated, taught, by southern and
western doctors. Men who have grappled with the foe

in his gruffest moods and borne off his prey triumphantly,
who understand his wiles and the violence of his onsets,
and who can explain, illustrate, and impress these upon
the youthful mind. Besides, we have in our midst a class
of population unknown to any other portion of the union,

Our negroes are unique, sui generis. In temperament, hab-

its, employment and mode of living, they differ materially

from every other class. It would follow, therefore, that
disease, as well asits treatment, would be peculiar, in con-

nection with such a people. And so it is. It either comes

with the stealthy tread of the midnight assassin, or else pre-
cipitates itself upon the victim with the violence of an
avalanche. And then, the remedies employed are altogether
different from those which are used in refined society. You
can obtain but little information by interrogating the intel-
lect, and all the remedies must be addressed, mainly, to the
animal. There isnoroom for the cheeringinfluences of hope,
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eflorts have been sanctioned and sustained, not only by the
physicians of Nashville, but the members of the state
medical society, as well as the profession generally, have
given us unmistakable signs of their hearty co-operation.
This support, this co-operation, we would still invoke;
and we pledge ourselves, before this people, before the altar
which hears our vows, to maintain untarnished the medi-
cal ensign. Because we happen to hold positions in this
institution, we would not become arrogant, or exclusive, or
dictatorial. We are proud to know that there are many
physicians in our midst who are equally well qualified to
teach medicine, and perhaps much better, We would
not establish an inferior school; we desire that it shall
be an honor to the profession —to our city, and to this
great commonwealth. I hope that here may repair, every
winter, scores of young men thirsting for knowledge, and
eager to be conducted along the rugged pathway of medi-
cine. Should it fail in this, should it suffer its robes to be
soiled in the dust, I pray that it may be demolished, I trust
you will tear down its walls, and raze its very foundation.

And I appeal for support to this whole community. You
are deeply interested in our success. If we seek an eleva-
ted position, if we strive to qualify ourselves in our several
departments, it is obvious that we must attain to a profi-
ciency which cannot be secured by those whose minds are
directed to all the branches. Thus the sum of medical skill
in your city will be increased. The establishment of this
school will give a fresh impulse to medical investigation.—
It will stimulate the ambition, excite the industry, and de-
velope the talent of the profession. And when you are
stricken down by disease, when the pale messenger is dis-
patched for you, you will have the satisfaction of knowing
that you will receive all the advantages of the art. You
will be defended from the inroads and pernicious practices
of the quack — you will have in your midst an institution
to which, I trust, vou ean point with pride, and to which you
can invite your friends, who desire to embark in the profes-







































