The afflicted man's companion, or A directory for persons and families,
afflicted with sickness or any other distress : with directions to the sick,
both under and after affliction ; also, directions to the friends of the sick,
and others who visit them ; and likewise to all, how to prepare both for
sickness and death ; and how to be exercised at the time of dying ; to which
is added, a collection of comfortable texts of Scripture, very suitable for
dying believers ; the choice sayings of eminent dying saints ; the author's
last advice to his wife and children : and his dying words, written by
himself, and found among his papers after his death / by the Reverend Mr.
John Willison, late Minister of the Gospel at Dundee ; very necessary for all
families.
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CONDITION ON RECEIPT:

The full leather binding was worn and deteriorated. Parts
of the leather were missing from the spine and boards.
The front board was detached. The back joint and
internal hinge were broken. The binding was stained.
The leather had been oiled or waxed. The endleaves
were very discolored. The sewing was intact. Most of
the pages were dirty, discolored, acidic, foxed, and water
stained. A few pages had small tears at the edges. A
provenance notation in manuscript ink appeared on the
front flyleaf. Other pages were marked with graphite
pencil, stamp inks, and a perforating stamp. An Army
Medical Library bookplate was adhered to the front
pastedown,

TREATMENT PROVIDED:

Treatment was documented with color slides. The pH
was recorded before and after treatment: before 4.5, after
7.0. The volume was collated and disbound. The inks
were tested for solubility. The head, tail, and pages were
dry cleaned where necessary; the pages were washed and
then alkalized (deacidified) with calcium hydroxide.
Tears were mended and folds guarded where necessary
with Japanese kozo paper and wheat starch paste. The
volume was sewn on linen tapes with linen thread.
Handmade paper endsheets with linen hinges were
attached. The volume was bound in a handmade
papercase paper using a limp case structure. Title
information was stamped in gold onto the spine. The
bookplate, and a second one undemeath it, were lifted
from the original board and adhered to the new case.

Northeast Document Conservation Center
May 2003
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