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and other disorders which cut off our species in infancy, Scro-
FULA might truly be said to be the most malignant disease to
which the human race was liable in the tempefate climates ;
the other disorders just mentioned, though infectious, being
comparatively lenient and only transitory ; the worst of them,
Small-pox, hardly destroying more than one out of ten.”
*“That Scro¥uLA, if it spared its victim more appalling
afflictions during infancy, lurked in the constitution till age,
growth, and elicited endowments rendered its attacks more
severely afflicting, in proportion as interest was justly excited
for its object. That though, during the earliest periods of
infancy we were exposed to this as to the ordinary infectious
disorders ; yet also were the instances very numerous of
youth and of persons advanced to mature years, being attack-
ed with this evil ; when it exhibited itself in a variety of dis-
usting characters externally on the person, or in the mourn-
ul indications of consumption. And that when once Scrofu-
la is established in the system, it takes its own course in spite
of any remedy heretofore applied in order to effect its eradi-
cation, or even retard its progress.”
¢ If the Committee had alluded to classes above the objects
of any proposed Establishment or Asylum for the diseased,
they would still, by looking to the cases, be found to speak
with reference to instances they had witnessed under the
treatment of Mr. Whitlaw ; but they spoke also with allusion
to the numbers of shocking instances under the obvious dis-
advantage of being poor, obliged to live in unwholesome
dwellings, and almost wholly on such food, as was strongly
opposed to the cure of those disorders, even in their mildest
forms,”
« That under all the foregoing circumstances, and urged
by the considerations and wishes to which they naturally
ave rise, the Committee had ventured to frame a scheme
g:rr an Asylum for the cure of Scrofulous cases, under the
care and management of Mr. Whitlaw, and entertained a con-
fidence that they had not presumed too much on public gene-
rosity ; while their hopes were firm that the advantage of
such an establishment would very soon be so apparent, as to
insure for it patrons and supporters among all ranks of a
charitable and wealthy community. That the Asylum was
:ntended, at the outset only, for a limited number of females,
and of children under eight years of age. Th:at t_he arrange-
ments and provisions for an Establishment llﬂ}lt&d to such
objects, being more simple and less expensive, iﬂ“ﬂl‘-"‘-‘d_ less
hazard of failure than if male adults and Scmfuluu? patients
of all ages and descriptions were received into it.—That
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became daily more and more confirmed in the efficacy of those
medicines, combined with his* mode of treating SCROFULA
and ﬂther' Granpurart Diseases, they disclaim every pri-
vate consideration on behalf of Mr. Whitlaw, in an inquiry,
where a sense of public duty alone ought to influence their
conduct. ;

-W1!:h a view to satisfy themselves, and others, that the
cases in which cures had been said to have been performed
by Mr. Whitlaw, were real facts: and in order to detect the
fallacy, if any imposture had been practised upon them ; the
Committee instituted a regular inquiry (say from July to
October) into eighty-seven additional cases. During the
whole of that examination, Mr. Whitlaw was excluded from
every kind of interference, the Committee preferring to take
the statement of their cases from the patients themselves, if
adults, or from the parents of children who voluntarily ap-
peared before them, for the purpose of giving testimony to
the benefits they had received from Mr. Whitlaw’s medicines
and system of treatment.—

In every instance, the cases to which the Committee now
allude, were seen by them, and they carefully ascertained
aEcl correctly registered the following particulars respecting
them :

First—The name, age, and residence of the patient—the
nature of the disorder under which such patient had been la-
bouring ; the date of its commencement; whether the pa-

* The Committee have remarked with satisfaction, that a tacit acknow-
ledgment of the superiority of that mode of treatment, is becoming

ily more evident. Many practitioners, without avowing their approba-
tion of Mr. Whitlaw’s System, have more or less adopted it, so far as they
are enabled to do so, without the knowledge of his peculiar Medicines.

1 1t will not escape the observation of those who profess to watch the
proceedings of Mr. Whitlaw and the Committee, that any express allusion
to the Disease, called Cancer, is designedly avoided in the present appeal.

This caution, however, is not exercised in consequence of any discourage-
ments which have been experienced in those Cases,—and still less from
any change in the opinion of Mr. Whitlaw himself, who still remains
firmly convinced that his Medicines and mode of Treatment, when fairly
tried, will, in every case of Cancer, which has not arrived at its_last ex-
tremity, be successful—and in this, he thinks he is abundantly ‘]ustlﬁedﬁ}r
the general result of those Cases which bhave come under his care during
the last two years, as well as formerly. Of the Committee, many concur
with Mr. Whitlaw in this opinion—others do not feel themselves quite so
thoroughly satisfied as to the cure of Cancerous Patients as in the case of
Scrofula, hence the term Cancer is omitted ; but here again, all unite in a_

eneral testimony, that whether cures are, or are not pewfected, the general
health of the patients—their comparative comfort and relief fmp‘l _pain—
their increased spirits and complacency—and above all, the diminished
virulence, malignity, and offensiveness of the Disease, when ?uh.]ected to
yr. Whitlaw’s treatment, exhibit effects of the most encouraging nature.
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certainly, Mr, Whitlaw,—with all that sanguine predilec-
tion for his own system which is so natural and inseparable
from the propagator of a new discovery, but probably with
o stronger prejudices in its favour, than many men of ac-
knowledged eminence have discovered upon similar occa-
sions,—and certainly the Committee on his behalf, do not
pretend to infallibility : but they mean to state that the cases
of failure have been comparatively insignificant, and very far
below the ordinary proportion of any given number of patients
submitted to general practice—and that in the few instances
where death has taken place, it could be satisfactorily traced
either to the absolutely desperate state of the patients pre-
viously to applyin to Mr. Whitlaw, or to the subsequent
adoption of medicines and treatment (through their own pre-
Judices or those of their friends and connections) at variance
with the system pursued by him. -And there are two cir-
cumstances, to which the Committee earnestly solicit the at-
tention of ‘every candid and impartial friend of humanity,
viz. that the vast majority of the cases, formerly brought
under Mr. Whitlaw’s care, were, in point of fact, and, as
must almost always occur where a new medicine or novel
mode of treatment is proposed, of the most deplorable and
desperate description ; and that in many instances, not only
have the diseases been in the very worst state of malignity,
but the constitutions of the patients themselves have been
sinking no less under the influence of the disease, than under
the effects of deleterious and destructive medicines.

It will be admitted, that to have succeeded amidst such
a mass of disease, so far as to produce but a partial effect,
and even a very moderate impression nn.,athe minds of a scru-
tinizing public, would afford tolerable evlflence of the efficacy
of the system contended for; whereas, in truth, that effect
has been unusually general, and the consequent impression,
where prejudice was laid aside and canduur‘hrnught into ex-
ercise, almost universal. And the Cc-mr_mttee most confi-
dently assert, as to nearly all the cases whlﬂ!l have come un-
der their own inspection, and from the best information as to
the rest—that even where a cure of the malady itself has not
taken place, the general health of the patient has been uni-
formly amended, and conseqhent comfort promoted. Insome
instances where cure has not taken place, the peculiar malig-
Il'lty of the s}rmptnmg has 5uhsided, and rarel_v mdeegl has it
occurred that a patient has expressed regret at hafmg had
recourse to the medicines and treatment of Mr. Whlﬂa‘ﬁ:.

What then is the general result to which the Committec
are willing to pledge themselves #—That since the month of












4 *".5'; Scjmn_d Annual Meeting of the Subscribers and Friends of the
nstitution, was keld in the Freemason’s Hall, March,9 1824,

Viee-Avymar SIR JOSEPH SYDNEY YORKE, K. C. B.
T - M. P, i}l the Chair.
¢ Report of the proceedings of the Committee for the last

year being read, upon the motion of Major-General NEvILLE,
seconded by Mr. MiLLAg, it was

Resolved Unanimously ;

~ That the Report which has been read be approved and printed
under the direction of the Committee, and that the following
Gentlemen be the Committee for the year ensuing :—

Upon the motion of the Rev. BExyamix Ravsox, seconded by
- Mr. Dowson, it was

 Resolved Unanimously ;

. That the most respectful thanKs of this Meeting be presented
- to his Royal Highness the Dukr of Yok, for the very conde-
scending and obliging manner in which His Royal Highness has
been pleased to honour this Institution by becoming its Patron.
Upon the motionof Mr. StevENs, seconded by Mr. GREEN, it was
Resolved Unanimously ;
That this Meeting is of opinion that the efficacy of Mr. Warr-
- 1AW’s remedies and mode of treatment for the Cure of Scrofula
is fully established by the Report of the Committee, and that his
Botanical Discoveries, both as it regards Food, as well as Medi-
~ cine, are so valuable, that the knowledge of them cannot be too
~ widely disseminated, and that the benefits of the system of me-
' dical discipline introduced by Mr. WurrLaw for the Cure of Scro-
fula, is so perfectly and satisfactorily proved by the experiment
which has already been tried in the Asylum, that it is highly
' expedient the Charity should be extended to Thirty Patients;
the House at present occupied for the Asylum being sufficiently
capacious to receive that Number. ;
Upon the motion of Mr. Harriss, seconded by Major SuEL-
DON, it was
Resolved Unanimously ; .
That the most grateful acknowledgments of this Meeting
are due to the Vice-Presidents of this Institution for the honour
of their patronage, and that the following Gentlemen be request-
ed to become Vice-Presidents :—
MAJOR-GENERAL NEVILLE.
Georce Harrore, Esq. M. P.
Mr. ALpeErMax KEv.
Sir Franers Morys Ommanyey, M. P. ‘
The Chairman having left the Chair, it was, upon the motion
*of Ma,jm'-Gent:raI Nevirre; seconded by Mr. MILLAR,
" ResorLvEp UNANIMOUSLY; .
That the thanks of this Meeting be presented to Sir JosErH
. Sypney Yorgg, K.C.B. M.P,, for the kind and disinterested
manner in which he has, for the second time, condescended to
ake the Chair; and for the attention which he has bestowed
~ upon the object of this Institution by visiting thE.Asylum, and
~investigating the Cases upon which the Committee have re-

ported. B
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Your Committee cannot help expressing their regret
that the Cases upon which they have to Report were not
more numerous; but when it is considered how severe-
ly the majority of the patients were afflicted ; how 1nve-
terate were their diseases, and how great was the relief
afforded; seven having been cured ; four rendered con-
valescent ; two materially benefitted ; and t.he: seven re-
maining in the Asylum are so evidently 1mpmved_ mn
constitution, that they may be said to be advancing
rapidly towards convalescence; your Committee feel
satisfied that the facts now adduced are sufficient to
prove, that had their funds enabled them to receive a
much greater number of patients into the Asylum,
which %l::y earnestly hope may soon be the case, the
relief afforded would have been proportionably exten-
sive. From the attentive observations which your Com-
mittee have made upon those cases, which they have
seen in every stage of the complaint, they feel justified
in asserting that patients afflicted with Scrofula, if brought
under this treatment at an early period of the disorder,
may confidently anticipate a speedy cure ; whilst those
in whose constitutions the disease has made greater rava-
ges, although necessarily requiring more time, are still
within the controul of this plan of medical discipline.

Your Committee have the further satisfaction to re-
port, that such is the value and efficacy of these reme-
dies, that in various parts of the kingdom similar suc-
cess has resulted from their administration ; several in-
stances of which are adduced in an Appendix to this
Report, particularly one furnished by Mr. Whitlaw and
Dr. Pidduck, as the result of the introduction of this
mode of treatment into the Workhouse of one of the
most populous parishes in the Metropolis, upon a con-
siderable number of patients, who have been entrusted

to their care by the Directors and Guardians of the poor
of that Parish,
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August 21,—The discharge from the abscess opening ip
the groin was so profuse as to reduce her to the lowest stage
of debility,

January 28.—Her general health is very much improved,
and her foot has ceased to be painful.

March 2.—The ulcerations in the groin are healed ; that
on the foot still continues open, but the discharge from them
1s very trifling. A glandular swelling in the neck, which
has existed for some time, is advancing to suppuration.—
Her general health is very good, and her eyes are quite well.

No. 2. M. D., aged 14 years ; afflicted 3 years. Purulent
ophthalmia, which has frequently occurred. Discharged from
- the workhouse ; cured September, 1823.

No. 3. M. W., aged 11 years, afflicted from her birth with
white swelling and dropsical state of the left knee joint. A
tumour on the left arm, just below the elbow, which is in-
flamed. Chronic inflammation of the eye-lids. Shoulder
joint had been affected with scrofulous ulceration, leaving
extensive scars. It is still very painful occasionally.

August 21.—In consequence of eating a quantity of un-
ripe fruit she was attacked with fever, by which the scrofu-
lous disease was very much aggravated. The tumour on
the fore-arm burst, and discharged a considerable quantity
of matter, '

The last autumn she was covered with a thick eruption of
rank pustules in successive crops, which terminated in dry
brown scabs or scales.

January 28, 1824.—The white swelling of the knee-joint
is completely reduced, and she has the free use of the limb.
The ulcer on the fore-arm is healed, and perfectly sound.—
The shoulder-joint is no longer painful. The eyes are free
from inflammation. The eruption is entirely removed ; her
skin being quite clear. In short, she is free from any com-
plaint.

March 2.—Continues in perfect health.

No. 4. J. P, aged 7 years ; afflicted two years. Scrofu-
lous ulceration on the left fore-arm and elbow, with swelling
and partial contraction of the elbow-joint, and ulceration on
the right fore-arm. Complains of frequent and severe at-
tacks of head-ache.
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umny ; but the subject appears to require a few observations
from myself, to prevent my opponents from availing them-
selves of what may be considered a technical inaccuracy in
Mr. Allport’s statement.

When I first read the above Letter, I confess I somewhat
doubted whether the language and epithets ascribed to Sir
Astle;: Cooper, in a publication called the Lancet, were just-
ly attributable to that respectable practitioner. Upon refer-
ence, however, to the pages of that work, I find that in a lec-
ture delivered at St. Thomas’s Hospital, on the 17th of May
last, the lesturer (who is there denominated the “ Worthy
Baronet,” and must, therefore, I suppose be considered Sir
Astley Cooper), is made to use the following expressions :—
*“ As to any specifics for the cure of the complaint (Scrofula),
I need not tell you that such do not exist.”—* Gentlemen,
you may lay it down as an axiom, that there is no specific for
the cure of Scrofula; and he who says there is, attempts to
gull mankind by the assertion of what is nat true.”— Lancet,
*Vol. IV, Ne. 3, pp. 69, 74.

Whether Sir Astley Cooper intended to include me and
my system in the above anathema I cannot tell; and if he
meant to restrict the term * specific” to its strict technical
import in medical phraseology, I shall not perhaps, differ
much from him ; viz. that there is not any one separate and
distinct medicine which is, in all cases and circumstances, to
be relied upon, as a certain and never-failing remedy for the
Scrofula. How many such specifics there may be in the whole
circle of medical science, if limited within this narrow defi-
nition, the worthy Baronet will perhaps inform his admiring
pupils in some future lecture !

But if Sir Astley intended to assert, that there is no mode
of treatment, and no combination of medicines, which may
be safely and securely relied upon as generally successful,—
not merely for enabling a scrofulous patient to put on a
summer appearance, or fair weather dress, but such as will
justify the medical practitioner in holding out to the scrofu-
lous patient, a rational, scientific, and well-founded expecta-
tion, that his disease will be constitutionally eradicated, and
that he will be restored to health and strength (in which ac-
commodated sense I frequently assert that my remedies
amount to a specific for this afflictive malady, and I believe
medical men do the same in relation to other medicines and
diseases), I presume to give to Sir Astley Cooper the most

ositive and unequivocal contradiction ; and I venture to as-
sert, that the statement attributed to the worthy Baronet
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