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charge, and being in pofleffion of all the refour-
ces of plethora, that women have, would be
proportionably more plethoric.

The doftrine of univerfal plethora, being of
itfelf inadequate to explain the produétion of the
catamenia, has undergone, as was hinted before,
feveral modifications. To general, fome have
added, local plethora, or topical congeftion in
the uterine veflels. This, though making a
nearer approach to truth, is neverthelefs, in
part liable to all the objections oppoled to ge-
neral plethora; which for this reafon is now en-
tirely difcarded by many, who retain only local
plethora, or topical congeftion. This being a
ftill nearer approach to truth, is deficient in one
very material point, namely, a reafonable caufe
to produce this congeftion. The caules, hither-
to afligned for this determination, have been
mechanically hypothetical, or its effeéts have
been miftaken for the caufe. To account for
this congeftion, or, more properly {peaking,
determination to the uterus, will employ the
remainder of this fection.

Before we proceed farther, it will be necefla-
ry to take a view of the theory of the late unfor-
tunate, though juftly celebrated dottor John
Brown. This can be beft accomplifhed in his
own words ; ¢ The caufe of menfiruation,” {ays
the author of the Elements of Medicine, “ is a
conformation of the veflels that pour out blood
in this difcharge, taking place ata certain time of
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"T'hat paffion, or propenfity to amatorial copu-
lation, which in conjunflion with efteem and
friendfhip conftitutes a delightful and heavenly
attribute of human nature, namely, virtuous love
for the other fex, is given us at an early period of
life, not only for our temporary happinefs, but
that the human race, by its agency, might in-
creale and multiply. Thus ihe extinftion of
man, the inevitable confequence of the abftraéti-
on of this creative {timulus, is prevented.

I am not altogether {ingular in the opinion,
that females as well as males acquire this pro-
penfity a confiderable time before puberty. A
{trict oblerver of human nature, the author of
the Wanderings of William, informs us, ¢ that
this paflion is unconquerable, and is felt from
the girl of ten, whofe little heart flutters at the
approach of a beau, tothe {laid matron of three
{core, who cannot read without fpeétacles.”
We learn alfo, in a book entitled the Looker-on,
that * woman was made for love, and is infpired,
almoft from her cradle, withits fecret propenfi-

ties.”

To determine {atisfactorily to myfelf, whether
this paffion preceded menftruation, befides
flrictly obferving the words and actions of our
young females, I made it a praflice, whenever
an opportunity offered, and the modefty of {fome
of our old midwives in the country was not {o
ferupuloufly ftrict, as to forbid {uch conver{ati-
on, to lead them on, at firlt by {light infinuating
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quence would be a menftrual difcharge in men.
It appears pretty certain then that venereal de-
fires are the proper ftimulus to both ; that they
are not only the primary caufe of menftruation,
but alfo of all thofe changes that take place in
the fyftem, about the time of its commencement.

The faculties of the mind have been called
the internal fenfes, becaufe the external {enfes
are the principal avenues thatlead to them. The
paffions, being faculties of the mind, are alfo
dependant on the infirumentality of the {enfes,
for their exiftence; from what happens to ani-
mals, who, in early life are deprived of the
ovaria or teftes, it is evident, they are alfo ne-
ceflary to produce venereal defires.

From fome caufe, perhaps the foftnefs of the
brain, children are infen{ible of any impreflions
made on it. But they, by repeated appulies,
become gradually senfible to thofe imprefiions,
through the organs of fenfe, and a gradual evo-
lution of the faculties of the mind enfues. Mo-
tion, fenfation and thought, the proper charac-
teriftics of animal life in a flate of perfection,
are, in a great meafure dependant on the facul-
ties and operations of the mind, for their exifl-
ence ; and as animal life depends on the applica-
tion and a&ion of appropriate {timuli; itis very
Jogical to conclude, that they alfo depend on, or
are the effe@ of a {timulating power. IHowe-
ver, itis agreed on all hands, that they re-aét on
the body ; and no one will deny, that venereal










































