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derived from chemistry ; and chemistry, in turn, is _‘?"f"‘:l'-l’*‘”!'r
indebted to this, her sister science. A similar remark will apply
to every science connected with material objects, however dis-
tinct either may be regarded or taught. No very great profi-
ciency can be made in any one, without some knowledge of
all the others.

The science of medicine, which has for its object the preven-
tion and cure of disease, is one of vast magnitude. If it does
not include, it levies frequent and extensive contributions on
every other science. When viewed with reference either to its
comprehensiveness or importance, it may emphatically be re-
garded the primary, in the whole system of sciences.

But owing to the extent of the field which the general science
of medicine embraced, divisions and sub-divisions, for conve-
nience sake, have from time to time been made.

The necessity for such division was enhanced, as the field
was explored and cultivated, by bringing to its aid the collate-
ral sciences. Nor hardly need it be observed, that the progress
towards perfection, which was made in the several departments,
kept pace with the attention which each branch specifically
received. Nothing can be more striking than the change which
has been wrought in general surgery, since it has become a dis-
tinet field of investigation and practice.

T'rue, the common physician frequently performs many of the
minor operations, with a good degree of skill. But of whom
did he obtain this skill? Was it from the physician, who had
only pursued surgery, in common with the other branches com-
posing the general science of medicine? By no means. No,
he was taught by a master, who had become such by devoting
his special attention to this particular subject, perhaps for a long
series of years,

This division, then, has wrought a two-fold good. It, on the
one hand, has perfected a specific branch of medicine ; and, on
the other, has reflected back this perfection upon the general
practitioner ; imparting to him a skill before unknown. Many
other divisions have been made, creating distinct departments
of the healing art, and the result has been equally marked and

happy.
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The oculist has given eyes to the blind; the aurist has
caused the deaf to hear,and the dental surgeon, with science no
less profound, has relieved suffering humanity from the most
excruciating pains that “flesh is heir to;” and, by preserving or
restoring the organs of mastication, has imparted youthfulness
to age, restored to health the enervated dyspeptic; for ugliness
has substituted symmetry of features, and has restored distinct
enunciation for the broken, inarticulate lisping of toothless de-
crepitude.

Although these several divisions are spoken of as constituting
so many distinct branches of the healing art, yet it is by no
means to be understood that the student in either can be ex-
cused, henece, from acquainting himself with the general subject
of them all—the human system. Neither does the fact that
these several divisions depend upon the same general principles,
interfere with their being both studied, and taught as distinct
branches of science. The wholesale dealer, who sells but a
single class of articles, would by no means relinquish his right
to be ranked as a merchant, because his neighbor, a retailer,
sold every kind of merchandise from a single counter.

Nor is it hard to perceive that the latter, with a given outlay
of capital, could much more perfectly manage his single branch
of business. Professional men too often become retailers in
science. In other words, they frequently divide their time and
intellectual capital among several branches, any one of which,
to be well managed, should receive the whole.

Now the divisions alluded to in medical science, are for con-
venience sake alone ; and, but for this consideration, might be
regarded arbitrary. Could any institution be sufficiently exten-
sive to give adequate attention to every department, there would
be no objection to the same institution embracing the whole ;
and could the student devote the adequate time and means, and
did he possess the mental capacity successfully to cultivate so
extensive and varied a field of pursuit, there could certainly be
no objection to his assuming the task. Should he be success-
ful, he would have the satisfaction of having accomplished the
work of many. Such prodigies, however, have hitherto been
rare. If we consult the history of the arts and sciences, and
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give him a fulerum on which to rest his lever, may be much
more easily realized, than the moving of a single tooth, where
there is no chance to apply to it the requisite power. But,in
the case supposed, it is not only requisite to regulate the teeth
among themselves, and to increase the whole circle of the upper
jaw, but it is also as necessary that the position of the under
jaw entire should be changed.

Now the mechanical appliances requisite to overcome this
last difficulty, constitute a still greater demand for the exercise
of skill and ingenuity. Turning our attention to the field of
mechanical dentistry, we shall find this no less ample, in the
scope it gives for the exercise of skill, contrivance and taste.

The dentist, in this department of his art, unlike the general
surgeon, has to consult every mechanic art, and glean from
them the skill without which he can make no advance; and,
1n the application of this skill to his peculiar art, unlike all other
artisans, he is required to adjust and adapt his fabrics to living
parts ; and that, too, without impairing or endangering their
health and safety. 'This remark applies particularly to the con-
struction and insertion of artificial teeth. I might proceed to
point out the particular difficulties which are involved in these
operations; but the mere fact, that of all the artificial substitutes
for natural teeth, which are prepared by dentists of every grade,
not more than one case of ten meets fully either the expectations
of the operator or patient; and, moreover, that in a very large
portion of cases, these fixtures but prove a source of annoyance,
laying the foundation for the destruction of other teeth, and in-
volving, many times, the whole mouth in disease, is sufficient
to show that there are difficulties connected with them, which
are neither mastered nor even appreciated by a majority of ope-
rators. But, of all the various operations connected with the
teeth, that of filling or plugging them is at once by far the most
important and the most difficult.

If this operation be timely and successfully performed, it
supersedes the necessity of all others. The operation of plug-
ging a tooth is not only one nice and difficult in itself consider-
ed, but the difficulties are greatly enhanced, nay, multiplied
almost ad infinitum, in consequence of 1ts being performed
within the cavity of the mouth.
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saliva is thrown into the mouth during the operation. Add
to the difficulties above-mentioned, those growing out of tension
of the muscles of the cheek, the ocecult situation of cavities,
the great length of time during which all these counteracting
obstacles must be controlled, to say nothing of the perplexi-
ties arising from poorly prepared foil, and you will have a faint
picture of some of the difficulties in the road to fame, as an
operator on the teeth.

If in this operation, also, we measure the difficulties by the
failures which have so generally attended it, we shall find their
maguitude by no means diminished ; for, of all the operations
which the dentist is called upon to perform, in none have
failures been half so frequent. And that this want of success
has arisen from its intrinsic difficulty, is sufficiently shown
by the fact, that often the same person, who is entirely success-
ful in almost every other dental operation, has utterly failed in
this. Now, which of the diffliculties, as presented in this de-
scription, is the student of a medical college instructed how to
overcome ? Nothing can be more absurd than to suppose that a
degree from such a source, however well it may have been earn-
ed, will meet the exigency. DBut let us interrogate experience,
and inquire whether physicians, although skilful as such, have
shown themselves competent to discharge the duties of a den-
tist. So far as my own personal observation goes, 1 can confi-
dently say, that they are generally, if not uniformly, unprepared
to assume such duties; not even as safe dental advisers, much
less as dental operators. During my attendance upon two full
courses of medical lectures, the latter with the view to qualify
myself to practice dentistry, I do not remember to have heard
the subject of practical dentistry alluded to but twice. On one
occasion, the professor of theory and practice of medicine, in
alluding to the operation of filling the teeth, gave it as his firm
conviction, that fin foil was as good a material for this purpose
as gold ! and that it would always be used, was not the den-
tist’s pocket consulted !!

On the other occasion, a learned professor of surgery, in re-
marking upon the pathology of caries, attempted to show that
the decay of the teeth, always originated from an mmfammation
of the bony structure, and that caries, hence, uniformly commenc-
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no less important to the physician than to the dentist that he
should thoroughly understand the pathology and morbid effects
of the diseases of the dental apparatus, as well as the effects re-
sulting to it from disease in other parts of the body.

Nay more. He should be familiar with all the elements ne-
cessary to good dental eperations, that he may be thus enabled
to co-operate with the worthy portion of the deuntal profession in
enlighteningthe public,and in the suppression of dental guackery.

But the establishment of such a chair, either with the view of
amalgamating dental and medical practice, or of qualifying stu-
dents for practising deutal surgery, as an independent profes-
sion, is a proposition, the feasibility of which, admits of serious
question.

1t is urged by the advocates of such a chair, that it would
enable the young physician to make a handsome saving from
dental practice, by spending in this way his leisure, of which he
is too apt to have an abundance. But why has the young phy-
sician, fresh from the seat of medical science, so much leisure ?
Is it simply because he is young in years, or is it not rather be-
cause the community at large, well understand that the young
graduate, in order to become a skilful practitioner of medicine,
must yet devote much time to reading and observation, which
he is now just prepared to do profitably.

Shall his leisure, then, be devoted to the practice of a profes-
sion, entirely unlike his primary calling? Can he take medi-
cine in the one hand and dentistry in the other, and carry both
along, even with profit to himself?

This certainly would be an attempt to serve two masters, very
dissimilar in the requisitions which they respectively make.

This attempt where it has been made, has generally resnlted
in the abandonmentof one or the other, and where this coalition
has continued, I have never been so fortunate as to find the
man, who did justice to, much less excelled, in either.

Itis, indeed, contended by many, and I may perhaps say by a
majority of our most eminent dentists, that the two departinents
of dentistry—the surgical and mechan ical should always be as-
signed to different hands ; and that this is necessary to the at-
tainment of great excellence in either. But if excellence in each
of the departments of dental surgery, is with difficulty attained






























