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Convention or Councils, had reforted to the fume means. ‘Theking
was facrificed by the jacobins—Briffot and his party were (acrificed
by a faftion—Danton and party perifhed by a fa&ion—Robelpierrs
and party who had murdered tbeir enemies, fell, in their turn, a prey
to another faltion.—All the fa&ions, in the moment of triumph,
entered the hall, with daggers reeking with the blood of traitors, and
pronounced the Republic fafe—they declared they had faved the Res
public—the Conflitution—Liberty and Equality.

AT laft, it was difcovered that a Legiflature, with one branch,
was fubjeét to violent paffions, diforderly proceedings, and inveterate
faétions, which impeded bufinefs, and compelled one or other party,
to have recourfe to piftols, the fliletto and the guillotine, That "
great prelended improvement in legifiation, ONE Housg, which Dr.
Franklin ufed to admire, and one of your great Infiruftors in poli-
tics, Turgot, wrote a book to defend, was given up, as 2 wild, vif-
jenary, impraicable [cheme. A new government was formed, and
as it would not be honoratle to yield too much ground at ence and
come back to the old tried praflice of a fingle Executive, it was de-
termined to make an experiment of five beads.—This body, fir, you
expre(sly declare to be preferable, in your opinion, to a fingle Ex-
ecutive. Very good, fir. But this Conftitution had not been long
in operation, before faftions crept into the Councils, and what is
more, into this five beaded Executive. A refort is made to the old
remedy, force.—One of the Direftory efcaped into exile or was mur-
dered, and two others, confeffedly among the ableft and moft mod-
erate and virtuous men in France, Barthelemi and Fichegrue, witha
fele€tion from the Councils, were feized without law or trial, and fent
to perifh in the fetid marfhes of the torrid zone.—Now agzin the halls
refounded with the praifes of liberty, and the vitorious faétion pro-
claimed to all the world, their boundlcfs merit in fawing the Repub-
fic, the Conflitution and Liberty.

PassING over twenty inftances of minor depredations on the
rights of the nation, and of its [uffrages, I come to the laft fcene of
the drama, In the very month when you publifhed your letters,
Fﬂiﬁﬂg the model of the French Di eflory, and beltowing encomi.
ums on the Conftitation and policy of Frauce, with much cenfure on
the government and country that fecure your life, liberty and property,
a viclent inroad is made on the French Conftitution—a military com=
mander, with two others, fupports onc Council, in driving away the
Direftory and the other Council, and affumes the government. Now
again we hear that the Republic is [afe, avd is gomg to infpire the
woild with awe and veneration, by the virtue and dignity of her gove
ernment. o

WHAT form of government is now to be eftablifhed, timemuft
manifeft, But if fuch violences do not weaken your refpeét for the
republican form, and at leatt leffen your confidence in the pradlica-
bility of foch a government in France, or any populous country, X
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fasll confider you 23 T do moft modern theroifts, an incorrigible pe-
litical heretic. The rivalries of the ambitious, the ignorance and
depreflion of the poor, the infolence of the rich, the corruption of
great cities, all forbid Europe to enjoy repofe under a government,
continually fubjeft to the impulfe of popular paflions. And hence,
in Republican France, the government has aftually been a molt blsody
defpotifim ; at laft, jaded with theoretical fyftems of liberty, with
murders, plunder, civil war and profcriptions, France fees a ﬁ.?gfr
arm, with abjolute fway, extended to her deliverance, and with joy,
reforts to the ftandard of a Ditator.

In the United States, we are not ripe for this dreadful alterna-
tive ; but we are advancing towards the period, with gigantic ftrides,
New England, if infulated from all the world, might enjoy a repub-
lizcan fyftem, perhaps for centuries. But attached to fifter fates, in
which faftion already rears her audacious front, fhe may be deftined
to run the race of republicanifm, in 2 much fhorter period.

THE State of Pennfylvania is experiencing the calamities of
faflion. The free admiffion of foreigners into that ftate, while it
has given to it fome valuable citizens, has laid the foundation of evils
that half = century will not cure, To this circumftance, mult be
added what is not peculiar to that Rate, a too liberal extenfion of the
right of fufrage to perfons who have neither education, principle,
nor permanent attachments to the country. Whatever may be thought
of the pofition, I am peifuaded, from extenfive reading and twenty
years oblervation, that no truth is more certain, than that a republi-
can government can be readered durable, in no other way, than by
exciuding from eleftions, perfons who have fo little property, educa-
tion er principle, that they are liable to yield their own opinions te
the guidance of unprincipled leaders, No regulations for this pur-
pofe can be perfeét—none can rid elefions of all corrupt and corrup-
tible men—none can be {o framed as not to exclude fome meritorious
perfons. Butin all countries, where this [pecies of government hag
been tried, it has been found that neither permanent laws, (ecure
liberty, nor political tranquility could be enjoyed, unlefs fevere regua
Jations have placed the government beyond the reach of powerful de-
magogues, and the tumultuary paflions of the populace.

THE New England ftates, where the people realize more free.
dom than any other people perhaps on the globe, owe the duration of
their conftitutions and laws to what may be called a perfonal and ad-
wentitious ariflocracy—that is, the advantage and fuperior influence
of particular men, derived from their properiy, their education, their
age, their tried virtue and integrity, and their public fervices, In
fhort, we owe our peace and happy ftate to the benign influence of
venerable conniellors, a venerable clergy and venerable men. Some
mof infiduous attempts have been made and are now making to dzl4
troy this fpecies of influence, and place the deftinies of the public ac
the mercy of young theoretical reformers, Thefe attempts will not















