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It has been to me a humiliating reflection, that the very
plans I have offered for a Vaccine Institution in Boston, for in-
oculating the poor gratis, and which have been received with
a chilling apathy, and a repellent suspicion, have, on being
transmitted to some of the middle and southern states, been
adopted with alacrity. From these places I am continually
receiving letters, replete with the most grateful expressions
for transmitting them the matter, and directions for carrying
en this new inoculation.

I pass from these prefatory remarks to

A CONCISE HISTORY OF THE KINE-POCK INOCULATION,

THERE is a mild distemper, which has been noticed here
and there among the herds of kine, in several parts of Eng-
land, time immemorial. This disorder appears first on the
teats and udder of the cows, in the form of irregular pustules,
or pocks, of a paiish blue colour ; and those who milk them,
when thus affected, seldom fail of catching the disease.

This distemper has existed so long in Ireland, as to be
known there by a Celtic name, viz. % Shinnaugh,’” which word
is found, on dissection to mean, @ cow’s teat. ‘This carries
the knowledge of this epizootic disorder back full 500 years.

There are innumerable instances of persons in Britain and
Ireland, who caught the malady by milking cows in their
youth, and who have passed through a long life, and have

‘been repeatedly exposed to the contagion of the small-pox
without being infected ; so that with a knowledge of this dis-
ease, has ever been connected an opinion, that a person once
affected with it, is ever after secure from the small-pox.*

EpwaArp JENNER of Berkley, a town in the vale of Glouces-
tershire in England, a learned, skilful, and accomplished phy-
sician, was the first who took this knowledge, so long floating
on the breath of the vulgar, and impressed upon, it the stable

* The absurd doctrine, that the small-pox would secure a person
only a short time, was urged eighty years ago to prevent Dr. Boylston
from advancing with his inoculation in Boston,
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This vicarious disease retains in England its valgar name
of cow-fioxr. It is called la vaccine in France 5 vajuolo vaccino
in Italy ; wvaccing in Spain, Germany, and the Northern Na-
tions ; and in the United States of America, the xIXE-POCK.*

That I produced the same disease in America, is confirm»
ed by virus taken from my patients here, and sent to Eng-
land, producing the same disease there. We have, besides,
demonstrated the identity of the distemper to the eye, by means
of pictures of the kine-pock in all its stages, printed in Eng-
land under the direetion of Jenner himsell; which exquisite
representations ascertain the identity of the local disease be-
yond the faintest shade of ambiguity. Inlike manner, the de-
picted spurious pustule is an exact description of the impos-
tor that pestered us in the autumn of 1800,

That this cow or l;.ine-pnck will secure the human constitu-
tion from the contagion of the small-pox as certainly, as rods
of iron will secure a building from the effects of lightning, no
one, who has faid due atiention to -the subject, now doubts in
America, But as lightning rods may be so injudiciously plac-
ed, as not to protect the building from injury, so the kine-
pock inoculation may be so wunskilfully conducted, as not to
secure the person from the contagion of the small-pox.

When a building, guarded by rods of iron, is struck with
lightning, we conclude they were not adjusted according to
the rules laid down by Franklin ; they being founded on a/lew
of nature relative to the electric fluid and a metallic rod. And
when we hear of a person having the small-pox, after being
supposed to have had the kine-pock, we are as certain that the
ipoculation was not conducted according to the rules laid
down by Jenner ; they being, in like manner, founded on a law
of nature respecting the vaccine virus and the human subject.
Whenever, therefore, we meet with adverse accidents in ap-

* Instead of the plural pox, because it has but ene pustule. In
some parts of America cow-pock is synonimous with spurious-pock ;
while by #ine-pock they mean the geauine infection. Hence the ims
portance of adhering to the term K1NE-POCK.
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plying the Franklinian, or the Jennericn discovery to prac-
tice, we must look for the cause in erring man, and not in U=
ERRING NATURE. It is the business, then, of the philoso-
pher and the physician, to inquire into the causes of these ab-
errations. '
Assuming it then, as a fact (and the learned of all nations
have admitted it), that Dr, Jenner has demonstrated a new law
of nature, respecting the prophylactic, or preventive power
of the kine-pock in the human system ; we presume that ev-
ery one, who dreads the small-pox, would gladly shelter him-
self behind the Zgis of Jenner, from its too fatal effects, had
he but a cloudless view of the whole business ; and the ultimate
object of this address, gentiemen, is a PLAN to help your fel-
low citizens to such a view of it ; and thus to relieve them
from their present state of doubt and uncertainty, respecting
a matter of more importance to your commercial town, than
any that ever exercised its deliberations, since our venerable
forefathers first landed on your renowned peninsula.

In the present unsettled state of this practice, the inhabi-
tants of BosTo~ know not what to adopt, or what to reject.
Although I hold up to you, with confidence, a sure, safe, and
effectual method of forever securing your offspring from the
worst of maladies, yet I wish not that you should patronize,
much lessadopt it, without A PUBLIC EXPERIMENT PERFORM-
ED UNDER YOUR OWN INSPECTION.

The only question now remaining on the minds of those
who are well wishers to the new inoculation is, why has this
opreration ever failed 2 Why have not the true prophylactic ef-
Jects followed every apflication of the vaccine virus to the ab-
raded skin 2 The full discussion of these questions is reserv-
ed for anotherplace. Suffice it to say for the present, that I
very early warned the public against sfiurious cases, or an ap-
pearance on the arm not possessing the characteristic marks
of the genuine pustule, and cautioned my readers against cer-
tain occurrences, which, if not critically attended to, would
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bring the inoculation of this recently imported distemper in-
to a femfiorary disrepute. But my warnings were miscon-
ceived, and misrepresented ; so that at length, I ceased from
any further expressions of caution, and endeavoured to con«
tent myself with predicting the consequences, that would en=
sue from aiming to walk strait, in an unfrequented path, blind-
fold.

A public experiment by some learned body, or association
of physicians,jor some regularly constituted bnl}r, as the board
of health, is requisite to infuse confidence into the minds of
the people. For an individual, however warmly disposed to
promote the good of his fellow creatures, can do but little in
such a peculiar business. This induced me to address the
Boston Board of Health—to request them to take this new
mode of preventing the small-pox infection into their serious
consideration, as a matter of great importance to the commu-
nity, and coming with peculiar propricty under their cogniz-
ance.

The writer of this has, for more than three years, devoted
his undivided attention to maturing, and bringing forward this
mode of exterminating an horrid disease. He has, by sug-
gesting, but not obtruding on the public, held up to their view
A MILD AND EASY SUBSTITUTE. Inthe same spirit he would
now propose to the Board of Health, as a principal mean of ef-
fecting this end,that they would take some step towards form-
ing a committee, to inquire, 1st, Whether there be sufficient ev-
idence of the efficacy of the kine-fiock to justify the exfiense of a
public experiment ; and ample documents are here transmit-
ted to assist in you this inquiry. If this is found to be the
case, to establish, 2dly, a COMMITTEE OF PHYSICIANS 0 con-
duct the expreriment. To ensure universal satisfaction, it is
suggested, that the committee should consist of siz of the old-
est fikysicians of Boston ; men, who from their age and char-
acter, are rather retiring from extensive business, than can-
didates for it ; and that to these should be invited the physi-
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‘ Twoor three people, cast away in ancient times, tm'the
coast of the Mediterranean, made a fire to cook their victuals -
and repair their boat. In this operation, they happened to
burn the plant Kali; which mixing with some sand, or coarse
gravel, and all melting together, first produced glass ; by
means of which we can not only bring distant objects as if
within our touch, but open an intercourse with the Heavens.
Nay further, by the help of two or three pieces of glass fixed
in a triangle of wood, the seaman can tell to a mile where he
is, south or north of the equator. But shall we despise the
telescofie and the guadrant because they had so mean an origin ?

Some other persons playing with a little red stone, found
that it attracted iron ; and at length that a needle touched with
it, would always point towards the north-pole. Some lucky
mortal, like Jenner, took the hint, and with it formed the mari-
ners’ compiass,by 1neans of which the sailor traverses the track-
less ocean, in the darkest night, with perfect safety.

If we turn from these instances in ar¢ to those of nature,
and consider the causes of the wealth and power of nations, do
we not see similar instances, full as striking ? Isnota fiefifrer-
corn the foundation of the power, glory, and riches of India ?
as is the acorn of that renowned nation, whence we of New
England sprang.* ¢ A truth, constantly found,” says Bruce,
¢ in the disposition of all things in the universe, is, that Gop
makes us of the smallest means and causes, to operate the
greatest and most powerful effects.”

Let us then no longer be told of the contempitible origin of
that benign remedy, which PRovipENcE has destined for the
preservation of our offspring from a loathsome and destruc-

* The board of health was then composed principally of commer-
cial men and sea captains retired from business. Hence the reason
for selecting instances in the commereial and nautical line. The Pres-
ident at this time is Benjamin Russell, Esq. editor of the Centinel, in
whose paper Dr. Waterhouse’s first publication on the kine-pock ap-
peared. The cause of vaccination owes much to Mr. Russell, whose

zeal in its promotion has never slackened.
5
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of the aboverhentioned Board, with fresh, transparent cow-
pox matter, taken from the arms of a number of patients then
under this disease. These all received and passed through
the disease to the complete satisfaction of every person pres-
ent, conversant with the disease.

On the 9th of November, twelve of the above children, to-
gether with one other, George Bartlett by name, who had
passed through the cow-pox two years before, were inoculat-
ed for the small-pox at the hospital on Noddle’s Island, with
matter taken from a small-pox patient in the most infectious
stage of that disease. The arms of these lads became inflam-
ed at the incision, in proportion to the various irritability of
their habits, butnot to a degree greater than what any foreign,
virulent matter would have produced. The small-pox mat-
ter excited no general indisposition whatever, through the
whole progress of the experiments, though the children took
no medicines, but were indulged in their usual modes of liv-
ing and exercise ; and were all lodged promiscuously in one
room. j

At the same time and place, in order to prove the activity
of the small-pox matter, which had been used, two lads, who
had never had the small-pox or cow-pox, were inoculated
from the same matter. At the usual time the arms of these
two patients exhibited the true appearance of the small-pox.
A severe eruptive fever ensued, and produced a plenteous
crop of small-pox pustules, amounting by estimation to more
than five hundred in one, and two hundred in the other.

When these pustules were at the highest state of infection,
the thirteen children before mentioned were inoculated a se-
cond time, with recent matter, taken from said pustules, which
said matter was likewise inserted into the arms of the seven
other children, who were absent at the first inoculation. They
were all exposed, most of them for twenty days, to infection,
by being in the same room with the two boys, who had the
amall-pox, so that if susceptible of this disease, they must in-
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to submit to the test of the small-pox, when most of them
took that disorder. This brought vaccination into disrepute,
so that the authority of the town of Randolph allowed the in=
habitants to inoculate for small-pox, in March 1808, While
Dr. Bailey and Dr. Copp undertook to inoculate all who dis-
believed the efficacy of the kine-pock, in Randolph, Dr. E.
‘Bissell® and S. Fancher vaccinated, at the same time and place,
such as retained a confidence in the preventive power of the
kine-pock. This difference of opinion and practice among
the physicians had an unpleasant effect on the society
ol the place. It disturbed the harmony of the town; cre-
ated divisions ; and engendered ill humour in families,
where husband and wife, father and son, brothers and sisters
‘Wwere, sometimes, opposed in opinion to each cther. To put
an end to this division of sentiment, the Fathers of the town
wisely determined to bring the matter to the test of the most
rigid experiment ; and to establish the facts one way or the
other. A town meeting was therefore called ; and a respec-
table committee appointed to superintend the experiment of
testing with small-pox SEVENTY FIVE persons, men, women,
and children, who had received the kine-pock from Dr. Bis-
sell, and Fancher.

The committee repaired, on the day appointed, tothe pest-
- house, where were a number of patients heavily burdened
with small-pox.  The two small-pox Doctors, and the two
kine-pock Doctors attended the experiment, each side inspir-
ed with very different bopes and wishes. Then the seventy
five men, women, and children were inoculated with the small-
pox matter, taken warm {rom the pustules of people cover-
ed with them. Six days after the inoculation, the committee
and the physicians repaired again to the pest-house, when al!
acknowledged, by the appearance of the pustule, that the
small-pox matter had proved itself to be good. In six days
more they met again ; and on a careful examination of the
arms of each, and every one of the men, women, and children,

* From matter supplied by Dr. Waterhouse,
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pronounced them all uncontaminated ; and they were accor-
dingly discharged, as persons on whom the small-pox could
have no effect. These seventy five persons not only receiv-
ed the virus by the wound in the skin, but breathed the in-
fected atmosphere of the small-pex hospital. In this respect
the experiment was more perfect than any heretofore made
in America ; not even excepting that highly satisfactory one
on Noddle’s Island. In a word, it wanted nothing to place it
at the head of all our trials, but the following curious experi-
ment, that occurred at the same time and place.

The committee, in order to give every proof, which the no-
ble discovery of the kine-pock allowed, were desirous to find
out some woman with a sucking child, who would be willing
to let her infant have the kine-pock, while she herself had
‘the small-pox. Mrs. heroically offered herself and
child for the experiment. The infant was first inoculated
with kine-pock ; and 48 hours after, its mother was inoculat-
ed with small-pox. The kine-pock went on regularly in the
child, and so did the small-pox in the mother, who suckled
the child all the time. The mother had a considerable num-
ber of pustules on her body, face, and breasts; one or two of
which were kept raw by the tender lips of the infant, while
sucking ; and yet the child appeared as well throughout the
whole process, as if it had been nursed by a person not suf-
fering under small-pox. The contrast between the inoculat-
ed diseases was truly striking ! The infant with one beautiful
pustule, and playful, the mother with Aundreds ; and yet the
infant rendered, by this simple operation, as secure from a fu-
ture attack of the loathsome, contagious, and dreadful small-
PoX, as the mother with all her sufferings. Putting mothers
out of the question, can the FATHERS of our country read this

anecdote without emotion 2 Can they be insensible to ¢ a bles-
“ sing (to use the words of our brethren of Milton) great as
¢ it is singular in its kind ; whereby the hearts of men should
“ be elevated in praise to the Armicury GIvER{” But
what cast a deep solemnity over the whole business was the
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kind. Itis worthy of remark, that of the six animals which
we have domesticated, five of them are liable to an eruptive
distemper analogous to sinall-pox. These animals are the
horse,the cow, the Aog, the dog, and those birds, which in our
language have no name, I mean the bern-door fowl, there-
fore called cocks and hens, the name of the male and female
of all birds. The grease in the horse, the vaccina in the cow,
the swine-pox, the distempier inthe dogs, and the chicken-pox
may have been originally the same disease, but changed in its
malignity by passing through animals of a different species.
The chicken-pox is very common among the barn-deor fowl
in the East Indies, and they call it, and the small-pox by
the same name. But none of these disorders came so near
the small-pox, as that found in the cow ; yet it differs from it
in this blessed peculiarity, that it is not only infinitely milder,
but noncontagious ; and yet so like the small-pox as to be a
substitute for it.

Be the origin of small-pox whatever it may, the distress
occasioned by this new plague was beyond expression dread-
ful. It astonished and checked the victorious army, and con-
quered the conqueror. Itsattack was sudden ; its symptoms
horrible, and its fatal termination shocking to the beholder.
The most learned physicians, at that time in the world, were
the Arabian. They were however totally ata loss how toac-
count for it, or how to treat it. They could find no descrip-
tion of it in any Grecian, Roman, or Asiatic writer. They
therefore sat down, folded their arms in stupid despair, on
seeing the deselating effects of this cruel distemper. Itis
conjectured, that several hundred millions of people have pe-
rished miserably with the small-pox, since its first appear-
ance in the Mahomedan army ; and it is computed that forty
millions have died of it during the last century.

I can think of no disease, in which the superintending care
of a Divine Providence is so conspicuous as in this. Were
we liable to take the small-pox more than once, like a fever
s wh creeem mtlomm smhot o hownid citnation mankind would be in !
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And were the brute creation liable to this distemper, what
could prevent them, and the whole human race from being to-
tally destroyed, or miserably mutilated ? But mankind can
take the disorder but once, and none of the brute creation can
ever take it at all.

To the kind Parent of all that lives, who in the midst of
judgment remembered mercy, is to be attributed the praise 3
for restraining this dreadiul scourge, and saying to the pesti=
lence that walketh in darkness, Thus far shalt thou go, and
no further.”

The small-pox is the same now as it ever was. It is equal-
ly severe, and equally loathsome. Ask those who have liv-
ed through the natural small-pox, and can relate their suffer- -
ings. What destruction has been committed on the sight ?
on the hearing?! and on beauty ?

Few, if any, now living among us, know what the small-
pox really is. Let such as have only Acard of it, and never
felt or seen it, draw near to the bed-side of a patient, and no-
tice with me the first appearances and the growing symp-
toms. They need not be afraid to come near the miserable
object, after they have passed firofierly through the kine-fiock.
We judge of the approaching disorder of the patient in bed,
by the following symptoms :*

1. By the frequent sighing and sobbing, and his weight of
anxiety that Le is unable to express.

2. By pains in the region of the stomach, with an inclina-
tion, but generally an inability to vomit.

3. By the racking and frequent shooting pains along the
Dack and loins.

4. By the general weariness and aching of every limb.

5. By the most unpleasant sensation of cold, and a kind of
horror, not relieved by any external warmth.

6. A continual drowsiness, and disinclination for food.

7. Then succeeds heat, thirst, inflamed eyes, restlessness,

¥ See Dr. Thornton.
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or a constant inquietude. The pulseis quickand hard. Con-
vulsions now come on in children ; and violent sweating in
old persons. Such are the symptoms which usually usherin
this dreadful foe to the human race, which now manifests it-
self,

8. By many red spots, resembling flea-bites, first on the
face and upper parts of the body, and afterwards invade the
whole trunk. They look angry, create pain, and gradually
elevate themselves above the skin, taking on the appearance
of pimples.

9. By the fifth or sixth day they are converted into pustules,
containing a transparent fluid, and each has an accompanying
inflammation around it.

At this period of the disease the throat becomes inflamed,
and is painful. The breath is hot and fetid ; the swallowing
is difficult ; the voice hoarse. In grown people there comes
on a salivation ; and in infants a diarrhza.

On the seventh day the eye-lids swell and are glued togeth-
er, and the patient has both the sensation and apprehension of
the loss of sight.

On the eighth day the watery fluid of the pustules is chang-
ed into thick matter ; and the effluvia now issuing from the
patient is highly noisome and infectious. And instead of yel-
low pus or matter, only ichor is produced, which erodes deep,
and ends in mortification of the parts. Often purpie spots
appear in the spaces surrounding the eruption, which fore-
bodes the worst of symptoms. Often proluse bleedings pass
off by the several outlets of the body.

At this melancholy period of the disorder ¢ the human face
divine” 1is bereft of every feature, (for eyes, nose, or mouth
can scarcely be distinguishedjl. Then it exhibits the most
distressing sight, being one mass of corruption ; and, at this
time, should sleep kindly come in to appease his miseries, it
18 disturbed and short ; and he frequently wakes with a start,
as if roused by some dreadful appreliension ; but more com-
monlv the sleepless nichts are passed in tearing off this mask
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of humours ; which from a dark brown, changes to a black ;
and each morning presents a horrid scene of gore mingled
with corruption !

To behold the poor, tortured victim, muflled up, struggling
and resisting, and finally overcoming every artifice to pre-
vent him from tearing his flesh to pieces, is the most melan-
choly sight, which any one, especially a parent, can behold :

Bystanders no longer recognise the features, or the
temper of an heretofore lovely child. At such a mo-
ment, parents would willingly give up every external grace,
or beauty of countenance, for the preservation of its life. Even
the loss of sight and of hearing, distressful as the loss of them
is, would be willingly given up for its life. Distressing as
this appears, it all occurs once in 200 or 300 cases in the in-
oculated small-pox. A parent, who disbelieved the efficacy
of the kine-pock, had his only child inoculated with small-pox,
What was the consequence ! The stoutest heart even of a
stranger could not but shrink with horror, and drop a tear of
pity over its sufferings ! Paint to yourself a little, innocent
sufferer, stretched out and covered with one continued Sore H
threatened with suffocation, uttering the agonies he feels by
piercing, heart-wounding groans. Observe how his mouth
foams ; listen to the grinding of his teeth; see how he thrusts
his little trembling tongue betwixt them, and how piteously
it iswounded ! Look ! how he is agitated with the most
dreadful convulsions ! His feeble limbs are twisted and con-
torted, and threaten dissolution ! His body bends backward—
is lifted up, and thrown down again ! These fits now increase
—then cease ; alas ! only to return with redoubied violence.
Misery calls aloud for help ; but calls in vain, New convul-
sions succeed. He foams and struggles—gasps—gasps again
—and expires !* :

Any heart would bleed at a sight like this ! But what must
be the feeling of the parent, to see the fairest blossom of his
hope blasted by small-pox inoculation, becanse he had not

* See Dr. Dona'd’s cbservations.
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her teats, that were capable of communicating sores to the
hands of the milkers; and that whatever sore was dervived
from the animal, was called in the dairy the cow-pox.
Thus was he led to form a distinction between these diseases,
one of which ouly he denominated the frue, the other the
sfiurious.* A discouraging impediment however arose,
which checked for a while the advancement of our philoso-
pher. When the true cow-pox broke out in a dairy, he dis-
covered instances of persons, who had milked infected cows,
and had thereby apparently gone through the disease in com-
mon with others, who were nevertheless stillliable to receive
the small-pox. The mind of Jenner could not rest satisfied
with the idea of want of uniformity in the operations of na-
ture. He conceived it improbable that the human constitu-
tion, having undergone the cow-pox, should in some nstan-
ces be perfectly shielded from the small-pox, and in many
others remain unprotected. He therefore started afresh in
the pursuit of truth, with redoubled ardour. The result
was fortunate ; for he now discovered that the virus of the
cow-pox was liable to undergo progressive changes from the
same cause precisely with the small-pox ; and that, when it
‘was applied to the human skin in its degenerate state, it would
produce the ulcerative effects in as great a degree, as when
it had not undergone a change, and sometimes in a far great=
er degree ; but, having lost its specific properties, it was in-
capable of producing that change in the human body, which
is requisite, to render it unsusceptible of the variolous conta-
gion. Thus it became evident, that a person might milk a
cow one day, and, having caught the disease, be forever se-
cure ; while another, milking the same cow next day, might
feel the influence of the virus in such a way, as to produce a
sore, or pustular eruption, and in consequence of this might
experience an indisposition of considerable extent ; yet, the

* In some parts of America the true disease is called Aine-

pocky, and the spurious cow-pox.
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To His Excellency Carrsroraer GoRE, Governor of Mas-
sachusetts. /s

Cambridge, August 29, 1809.
Sir, '
I INTENDED to have waited upon your Excellency
some time past ; but was loath to call off your attention from
the important affairs of the State ; and therefore, instead of
a personal interview, I have concluded to make a written com-
munication.

It is ten years since I first undertook the arduous task of
exterminating from our land that most dreadful of all diseas-
\ es, the emall-fiox.

\ In its slow and disputed march, through this part of the

Union, many and obstinate have been its obstructions. Some-
times self-interest, or what was mistaken for it, stopped its
progress ; but oftener envy lay, like a serpent in the path,
to hiss us back.

I conjecture that two thirds of the inhabitants of this Com-
monwealth are liable to small-pox ; and I believe full half of
our militia are susceptible of this cruel contagion. Were cir-
cumstances to call fifteen or twenty thousand men into camp,
and this disorder to spread among them, the consequence
wouid be too shocking to think on. Yet prRoviDENCE has
given us a safe and easy remedy against this malady, were we
but wise enough to accept the proffered blessing. The mot-
to, or rather text in the title page of my treatise will more
clearly explain my idea of this renewed instance of Divine
goodness.,

It is several years since I have been convinced thata gene-
val vaccination must be conducted, in a great measure, gratu-
itously, or in other words, put within the reach of all classes.

The poor must have it gratis.
F
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ed ; but when I do this I declare I do not think it sufficient,
But although,as an admirer of Dr. Jenner,and perhaps a per-
sonal friend, I cannot forget that I am acting for the public.
1f the House should think it right to adopt any larger sum, 1
shall hold myself free to vote for it.”
-~ Sir HExry MiLpmAay said, “ he did not think the sum
proposed was by any means adequate. There was ample
testimony from every quarter of the benefit arising from
the discovery of Dr. Jenner, who, as soon as he made it, did
not keep it locked up in his own breast, but liberally imparted
it to the world. Dr. Jenner might, if he had kept it a secret,
have made 100,000 pounds by it, as well as any smaller sum;
but he had explained the whole to the world in the clearest
manner, and given every information upon the subject that
was in his power.”  He concluded by moving to insert the
sum of 20,000 pounds instead of 10,000,
Mr. WinpHAM said, “it had been stated, that a number of
-persons having made discoveries, rendered the secret of those
r.lism‘_m'aa the object of a bargain beforehand. He could
only say that was not the case here; a part of the merit of
the Petitioner was, that he had not fellowed that line of con-
duct ; in this case, the discovery had been imparted to the
world, ‘and its benéfits proved, before a reward was solicited.
If the inventor had kept the secret to himself, he wasat a
loss to say, what would have been the duty of the House to
give to buy the secret. The general question in cases where
a public reward was asked for an invention was, whether it
was a useful and original invention. When his Hon.I'riend
said he was on the Committee, and talked of rewards impoli-
ticijr granted, he thought his Hon, Friend was going to
state, that there were great doubts as to its efficacy ; but on
the contrary, his Hon. Friend had concurred in the general
opinion of the utility of this discovery. ~ Thus then the fact
was admitted. The next consideration was, the extent of the
utility, which was in this case beyond estimation ; it went to
the complete eradication of that dreadiul disorder, the small-
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pox; as it stopped the propagation of it, and, in fact, did more
by stopping the propagation than’ by saving individuals. The
next question was, whether this was an invention that paid
itself ; for it so, the inventor could have no claim for a pub-~
lic reward. Here, however, this was not the fact ; and it was
here that the practice of this discovery would be confined to
the faculty ; but it was not likely, as supposed by his Hon.
Friend, to be confined to Dr. Jenner, as it was capable of be-
ing applied by every medical man. This was not the case
with the Suttons, the inventors of the small-pox inoculatiom,
with whom the secret remained a long time before it became
generally known. It might be said there was still another
consideration that might be alledged, that the inventor having
made the discovery could not conceal it; but here, though it
might have been difficult to conceal it entirely, yet it might
have been so far concealed that it could not have been applied
by others, and therefore there was a merit in Dr. Jenner in
not concealing it. With all these claims, he had no hesitation
in saying, that the discovery was one, which was engitled to
reward ; and that a reward ought to be given, not only for the
sake of this, but to encourage others to turn their minds to-
wards discovery, and to encourage others, when they had
made any useful discovery, not to conceal it, but to impart it
as speedily as possible to the public. With respect to the
sum proposed, he thought it was the least that could be given
for such a discovery, and he had not the smallest hesitation in
supporting it.” j
The CaancerLor of the ExcHEqQUER said, “ that what-
cver sum of money the Committee might vote to Dr. Jenner
as a future reward for his merit, there was one thing clear,
and that was, that Dr. Jenner had already received the great-
est reward that any individual could receive, the approbation
of the House of Commons; an approbation most richly de.
served, since it was the result of the greatest, or one of the
most important discoveries to human society that was made
since the creation of man; and he doubted whether thé
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House of Commons would ever be again called on to decide
on a point of greater importance or utility than that which
was now before the Committee. Two Reports were now up-
on the table of the House, and they were founded on two
Petitions from two individuals, who had each been most laud-
ably and successfully employed in making discoveries for the
preservation of human life.  One saved human beings from
the perils of shipwreck, the other from perils still greater.
With regard to the merit of Dr. Jenner, it was needless to
say much; there was no difference of opinion in the com-
mittee on that subject. That he had made the important dis-
covery for which the reward was asked, that the value of the
discovery was without example, and beyond all calculation,
were points not to be contested, for they were made out by
convincing evidence ; and that he had precluded himself from
great emoluments by the generosity of his own conduct, was
also most manifest. Wishing, as he did, to see such a per-
son rewarded, yet knowing, as he did, that he had also a
duty to discharge towards the public in voting away the pub-
lic money, he must entreat the Committee to pause a little
before it adopted the Amendment now proposed. One effect
of the discussion would be, to confirm the general use of the
practice of this species of inoculation; another effect would
be to establish forever, the merit of Dr. Jenner; at the same
time it could not be denied, that while both the practice and
the fame of its author became as extensive as possible, the
vote of 10,000 pounds by Parliament as a remuneration to
Dr. Jenner, would have the effect of enlarging the general
practice of that learned physician in the way of his profes-
sion ; so that both the subject itself, and the individual who
discovered it, would be still better known to the world at
large by this vote.  He would ask whether any Member ot
the Committee doubted that Dr. Jenner’s practice as a physi-
cian would not be extended by a vote of 10,000 pounds to him
by this Committee ? Most undoubtedly that practice would
be ereatly extended bv that vote, as well as by this discussion.
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your excellent epistles so fully as I ought. ButI am this
moment fifty letters behind hand with my correspondents—
a distressing idea.—~Think what a weight has fallen upon me,
and be compassionate when you peruse this blotted scrawl ;
and think too how highly you are esteemed by
your faithtul friend and servant,
EDWARD JENNER.

p— S

To Suivsse Criressenns Esq. Boston.

Dear Sir,

THE question that has been asked is not, in my
opinion, an improper one, at this time.*

I agree with you that an exact statement of things ought to
be expressed, in the most unreserved manner. The list of
all I have ever inoculated, with the fees I have received is
open to the examination of any person who shall ask it of me.
I do not suppose that I am poorer for my labors in vaccina-
tion; but I am certain that I am not vicher.  This you will
believe when I declare, that should I be taken out of life to-
morrow, I should not leave enough behind me to complete
the education of my children; those children who were the
first subjects of vaccine and variolous experiments in A-
merica.

Should you wish for a more particular detail, T will readi-
ly communicate it personally ; which will entirely do away
the opinion, that I have made an handsome property by the
kine-pock inoculation. I am &c.

BENJAMIN WATERHOUSE.,
Cambridge, 7 Feb. 1810.

P. 8. You can inquire of the members from New Bed-
Jord and Caenton what I made by my late vaccination of their
respective towns, and judge by that how people have been
mistaken.

* A petition had just been presented to the Legislature of Massachu-
sétts by Dr. Waterhouse, respecting remuneration,












