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and moisture. TIts condition affecis not only the cir-
culation, but the sensorium commune, and through il
the stomach and every part of the body. It is to the
external skin, and to the internal membranes of the
stomach and intestines, that all our medieines are ap-
plied. 'The physician ean only judge of the condi-
tion of the “homo internus” by the aspect of the eye,
the appearance of the tongue, and tke state of the skin.
A sagacious and experienced physician shall be able,
in a dark room, without seeing the patient, merely by
feeling the state eof the skin, to form a pretty accurate
judgment of the stage, and progress of the dysenteric
disorder of the intestines.

In considering the Dysentery, we must bear in mind
that the cesophagus, and stomach, and whole tract of
intestines are covered with a mucous membrane. This
membrane is defended by a natural mucous which is
more abundant in that part which has the appearance
of velvet, and where the glands secreting the muecous
are more abundant. Whenever this mucous is abrad-
ed, the intestine becomes extremely irritable, and a

morbid increase of the peristaltic motion of the intest-

ines follows.
T'he mucousmembrane is one of the eentinels pla-

ced to guard life. Whenever it is inflamed, more vi-
olent symptoms appear than if the part was a thick
muscle. It 1s in fact, an inflammation sui generis, and
requires a peeuliar treatment. If a thick muscular
part is inflamed, we can, at once, remove that inflam-
_mation, by taking off its tension, by bleeding: but if
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the mucous membrane, lining any internal cavily,
more especially of the intestines, be inflamed, we can-
not take off its tension by bleeding, without hazarding
life. We see proof of this, always, in the ulcerated
sore throat, and oftenaw in puerperal fever, and almost
always 1n dysentery. The inflammation of the mu-
cous membrane differs from the inflammation of a thiek
muscular part in this;—it does not pass into suppura-
ration and consequent granulation, but runs directly
into ulceration, which is a mark of extreme weakness
in the part diseased. Again, when the mucous mem-
brane is running rapidly through the process of inflam-
malion, the pulse is from 120 to 140, and s always
accompanied with a depression, or prostration of
strength, which is often injudiciously confounded with
" weakness. 'T'his may need explanation, by an exam-
ple. A strong and healthy man, being in a close
room, where charcoal is burning, shall feel sick, be-
eome faint and dizzy, and, unable to support himself
erect, shall fall senseless on the floor ; and if left there
will soon die; yet if you remove him into the open
air, he shall, at once, revive, and in a few minutes be
as strong as ever. 'T'his sudden depression is denom-
inated prostration of strength @ whereas, if a man has
lost much blood, or been econfined in a dungeon, or
long deprived of sufficient food, or has been suffering
- under fever, he shall be too weak to support himself
in an erect posture. Here it is beyond the power of
man to immediately restore him, as in the former case,
to his pristine vigour. Nething but nourishing diet,
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which 1s apt to produce a distressing stranguary, when
applied so near the bladder. Skould a stranguary be
produced, nothing will assuage it sooner than an onion
poultice, applied as near as possible to the part af-
fected.

As to diet, 1 bhave no hesitation in denouncing
every thing of animal nature, not even chicken-broth,
during the first seven or eight days of the distemper.
After the violence of the disease has subsided, and
alter the natural feecal discharges have re-appeared,
broth may be allowed; but in every stage and form
of the disorder, preparations of barley, sago, arrow-
root, and rice-water are preferable. As to brandy or
bitters, infused in any ardentspirit, they ought forever
to be rejected. If you eannot moderate the raging
symptoms ol dysentery, and assuage the convulsive
motious of the intestines, on all which the remarkable
prostration of strength depends, you never can restore
sirength by the use of fiery, stimulating, and the bit-
ter class of tonic articles.

Il the patient has been dosed, at the beginning, with
heating articles,with astringents, and with opium, before
his intestines have been freely and repeatedly, that is to
say, daily, evacuated by cooling purgatives, a train of
dreadful symptoms arise, different from what we have
related, viz. a dry and parched skin, a tense abdomen,
a raging secondary fever, accompanied with deiirinm;
after which apthe appear in the throat and mouth;
then succeeds cold clammy sweats, with insensibility
in the extremities, and a hiccup; or else a discharge
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