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L F 4
ors ; for, however averfe men may naturally be to pradi-
ical retitude, there is no one living, who is not charmed

with its pi€ture ; and what we admire and approve, that
we often embrace and praétice.

sPECULATIVE reafoners have ﬁrenunuﬁy contend-
ed for the abftraét beauty of virtue; and have attempted
to prove, that as this quality was fufficient, independent of
conflequences, to recommend it to the world, no other con-
fiderations were requifite for its encouragement. But,
that an example in which is demonftrated, the extenfive
influence of an upright and beheficent conduét, has a
more efficient operation upon the manners of a commu-
nity, than a mere creature of the imagination, however
beautifully dreffed up, is, I believe, a truth, which the ob-
fervation and experience of the world, have evinced.

rue life which has been devoted to the public good,
muft be an interefting theme of hiftorical narration ; be-
caule, fcarcely any events can take place, in the courfe of
it, but what muflt derive dignity and importance, from
the charater which it fuflains,

tns fubjeét of this eulogium, is a ftiiking inflance of

the juftnels of this remark.
MR
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a vEsseL and cargo had been configned to him from
New-England, and difpofed of for bills on a houle in
Great-Britain.  Soon after his return to this country, he

found the bills were protefted ; and being himfelf the en-
dorler, he had every reafon to fuppofe himf{elf ruined.

1s loft no time in embarking for London; and when
arrived there, obtainzd an interview with the drawer, then
in that city, who, in confequence of the perfonal elteem
which he entertained for mr. russerLr, from the fairnefs
and honefty which he had difcovered in his dealings with
him, immediately adopted fuch meafures as fhould fecure
him ; and he eflcaped a danger which, perhaps, might
have produced a lafting check to his mercantile purfuits.

THIS, too, like molt other of his apparent misfortunes,
turned out to his advantage. It was this that led him to
an acquaintanc¢e with a houle of great credjt and eminence
in England, with which he ever after continued to do bu-
finels ; and the fidelity of which, {o largely contributed to

his own advancement.

tuE acknowledgments which he has fince had an op-
portunity of making to the partners of that firm, under the
heavy
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have pointed out the influence which the adoption of an
uniform {yftem of commercial regulations, would have
upon the navigation of the United States ; and the ten-
dency of the propofed conftitution to increafe our thip-
ping, furnith a nurfery for feamen, give employment to
mechanicks in the article of fhip-building, to thole engag.
ed in the bufinels of fe]lmg timber and tran(porting it to
the places afligned, to the hufbandmen, lw encreafing the
demand for provifions, and the product of their labour ;
and, in fine, in his own terms, “ to give fuch life and
¢ {pirit to commerce as would extend it to all the nations
“ of the world.""t Thefle, he faid, were the bleflings
which he anticipated from the adoption of the federal con-
{litution ; and, fo convinced was he of its utility, that if
the arm which he extended, fhould refufe the office of
manifefling it, he would cut it off, and caft it from his
body. |

THE preditions which he made, have been fo fully
verified in the events which have taken place, that I could
not withhold the teftimony to his judgment, v-hich this
circum{tance affords.

# Vide debates of the Convention,
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ArTER the deceafe of ‘the illuftrious sowpoin, our

late beloved Prefident ||| M. russeLL was eleéted his Tuc-
ceffor in that office.

- mas diftinguifhed lif::eré]ity to this fociety, conftitntes
a large proportion of its very relpettable funds ; and it is
a fa€t, the more hu}lorary, becaufe fo fingular, and fo
juftly complained of as fuch, that to this, as well as moft
other of the inftitutions to which he belonged, he gave
his time as well as property.

YOU, gfntiemﬂﬁ, who have been more immediately
intrufted with the concerns of that fociety, can witnels to
the truth of this remark ; as well as to that unaffected
eafe, and engaging politenefs ; that modelty of deport-
ment, and complacency of temper, by which he endeared
himfelf to you, in the more focial intercourles to which
your offices led you.  You will mifs him at the places
where you have fo often been charmed with his amiable
qualities ; and you will fometimes, perhaps, fhed a filent

tear to his memory, in your retirements from them.

NEVER

Ul 1790.










































