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“ The injurious influence of decomposing azotized matter, in either
“ predisposing to or exciting severe disease, and particularly typhoid
“ fever, is universally admitted among high medical authorities.”

This epidemic at Maplewood was one of the most fatal ever re-
corded.

“The very large proportion of so great a nmnber of persons being
“ill and having typhoid fever within so short a period points unequi-
“ vocally to something peculiar in their condition; to their exposure to
“noxious influences of some kind, either in their locality, their diet,
“or their habits. This will be more strikingly seen when the sani-
“tary condition of these persons is compared with that of the com-
“munity at large by which they were surrounded. Of the 74 resi-
“dent pupils heard from, 66 are reported as having had illness of some
“kind, at the close of the school or soon after. This is a proportion
“of $4, or nearly go per cent. Of these same 74, 51 had typhoid
“fever, or a proportion of nearly 69 per cent. If all the people in
“the town, say 8,000, had been affected in an equal proportion, more
“than 7,000 would have been ill during these few weeks, and about
“5,500 of them would have had typhoid fever; and of these, over
“ 1,375 would have died. If it would be a more just comparison totake
“the whole family at Maplewood into the account, estimating the
“number at 112, 56 had typhoid fever, or 5o per cent.; and of these
“ 56, 16 died, or over 285 per cent. These proportions, applied to
“the whole population of 8,000, would give 4,000 of typhoid fever in
“the same time; and of these, 1,140 would have died. According to
“the testimony of the practising physicians of Pittsfield, the number of
“ cases of real typhoid fever, during this period, aside from those affected
“ by the influences at Maplewood, was small, some physicians not having
““had any, others having had two or three.”

From the authorities and instances cited by the Committee, I ex-
tract the following :

“ Dr. E. D. Mapother, Professor of Hygiene, and Medical Officer of
“ Health of the city of Dublin, says: ¢ Typhoid fever is about the most
“ preventable of diseases, yet of this affection 140,000 cases occur, and
“ at least 20,000 young persons, including many of the flower of the
“ people, die every year in England.” He attributes it to foul emana-
“ tions, and says there is much greater risk of the disease being com-
* municated from the decomposition of materials and the production of
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“periments in his laboratory several times repeated, whatever may be
“ their scientific value, I am content to set the five years' experience of
“ the Dry Earth system throughout the whole of British India. Surely,
“if Dr. Rolleston’s apprehensions be just, we ought ere this to have
“ heard of outbreaks of cholera or fever in jails with 700 and even 1,500
¢ inmates, in which this system during those five years has been in full
“ gperation, I have heard of none. I cannot ask for space to remark
“ on the difficulties which Dr. Rolleston expresses on the working of a
“ system, with which either in its fulness or its details he seems to be so
« imperfectly acquainted. I would, in conclusion, express my surprise
“ that the only extract given from Dr. Mouat’s ¢ Report on the Jails of the
 Lower Provinces of India,’ should be that which is in fact a caution
“ against a hasty deposition beneath the soil of the removed excreta and
«earth. And I would ask Dr. Rolleston and your readers to place by
« the side of that extract, and of all that he has written, the following
“ passage, written by the same eminent officer in that very same report:
«: It is impossible, in my humble opinion, to overestimate the result of
t“ the Rev. Mr. Moule's labors in this important branch of hygiene—the
« Dry Earth system. It is without exception the greatest public benefit
¢ conferred by a private individual in a matter so essential to public
¢ health, that I am acquainted with.””

I have, at the risk of being tiresome, gone more fully inte the ques-
tion of infection, and the propagation of disease, than may seem to have
been necessary in advocating the reform under consideration. But I
believe that there is no statement in all of the foregoing extracts that it
is not of vital consequence to every intelligent person to consider.

The preservation of health and the arresting of infectious diseases
are the first duty of us all, whether regard is had to the sanitary arrange-
ments of our own houses or of the communities of which we form a
part. We have no right either to so keep our household wastes as to
endanger the health of our families, or to deposit them, whether by
sewer transportation or otherwise, where they will endanger the health
of other people. It'; therefore, the reader has passed over any part of
these extracts from medical authorities, I beg that he will apply himself
again to the task, and attain a full realization of the evils from which
the Earth-Closet System, and it alone, has power to give relief,
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