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NOTICES OF THE FIRST EDITION.

“ We can employ no langunage sufficiently strong to ex-
press our admiration of the manner in which the author
has executed his delicate task. We commend the volume
as the most masterly production on this very melancholy
theme, in our own or in any language; and we sincerely
trust that its contents will be seriously and prayerfully
pondered by millions of the people. Every young man
living, or intending to live, in our cities or large towns,
should be supplied with a copy. Parents will incur a fear-
ful responsibility if they do not act on this suggestion.””—
Christian Examiner.

“Jt may be unnecessary to observe, that in Dr. WarD-
LAw’s Lectures there is nothing offensive to delicacy, be-
yond what is inherent in the subject.—Able, no doubt,
these Lectures are.”—=Spectalor.

% Good reason have they to be satisfied with their learned
and eloquent advocate, whose lectures, now issued from
the press, at the earnest request, not only of the requisition-
ists, but of the large audiences before whom these were
delivered, will, we trust, rouse the same spirit of active
philanthropy among the Christian inhabitants of every
populous town and city of the British empire; for every-
where this foul crime is spreading as a pestilence, and cor-
roding the very heart of society. We can assure our read-
ers, that these Lectures, if read attentively and in the
spirit which their perusal is calculated to awaken, will
make them practical reformers, and that they will hence-
forth regard the monster iniquity as an enemy to be vigo-
rously grappled with, till it is driven from the haunts of
virtuous men, and compelled to skulk in the darkest reces-
ged, where the reprobate and the lost seek a hiding-place
and a refuge.””—.J tlas.

¢« We have seldom, if ever, read a more valuable publi-
cation, in a moral point of view. It isa book which, to
be appreciated, must be read; and which ought to be






NOTICES. 1L

ertion. Like every other evil, however, in order to be
remedied it must be known, and to make it nown in all its
repulsiveness, with a due regard at once to fidelity and
good taste, required a combination of excellencies, moral
and intellectual, which rarely fall to be the portion of one
individual. Having searched the various sources of infor-
mation, and having selected the best authenticated facts,
the result is a performance distinguished by plainness and
fidelity, exhibiting a sufficiency of detail without exciting
unnecessary disgust, and a moral fortitude which calls
things by their proper names without the slightest tendency
to foster impure imaginings.”—Scoftish Congregational
Magazine.

““We entreat all our readers who have any means of
bringing their influence to bear on this evil, to read care-
fully Dr. WArpLAW’s lectures. The subject is treated
with as much delicacy as is consistent with faithfulness,
and as much faithfulness as is consistent with delicaey.
We are sure our readers would rise from the perusal of the
volume, with a solemn conviction that thisisa question that
more powerfully affects the well-being of the nation, than
nine tenths of the questions that agitate the political
world.”—Scoitish Guardian.

¢ The lecturer has taken great pains to make himself
master of the subject in all its parts and bearings, and he
has treated it throughout with sound judgment and ex-
quisite delicacy. There is much in the scheme which de-
mands the attention of the heads of families, and nothing
that it is necessary to withhold from the perusal of young
persons who are approximating toward maturity.”’—Bap-
tist Magazine.

¢ We are deliberately of opinion, that the volume before
us far surpasses, in comprehensiveness and power, any
work that has ever seen the light, on the agitating and
much-neglected topic to which it refers. One of the most
brilliant efforts of a mind whose powers have been devoted
for forty years to the benefit of mankind. The most sur-
prising and eloquent work in our language on the subject
of magdalenism. Could we prevail on every good man and
























ADVERTISEMENT. 13

There are not a few (and I know not how to
blame them, for the feeling springs from principles
in themselves so commendable) who are averse to
having the subject so much as mooted among those
whose purity and virtue are the objects of their
concern. The very title of such a book they
would, if it were in their power, keep from meet-
ing the eye of any member of their domestic circle.
Such attempts at entire concealment, however, can,
in few instances, in a world and a city like ours,
prove successful ; and in some cases, there is
reason to fear, where there is most the appearance
of success, the failure is really the greatest: the
very eagerness to conceal on the one side, giving
rise to the greater reserve and secrecy on the
other. I say this for the purpose, not of repres-
sing prudent vigilance, but of modifying that over-
strained and morbid apprehensiveness, which, in-
stead of accomplishing the desired ignorance, may
hinder the restraints of a salutary knowledge.

By a culpable inadvertency, the author, in the
preface to the first edition, omitted to insert the
names of the committee by whom the requisition
was projected, and the signatures to it obtained ;
and to whom, therefore, the public are indebted
for having had their attention called to the subject,
for whatever interest may be awakened, and for
whatever results may follow. I now, with much
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18 ON THE NATURE AND EXTENT

I shrunk from the task imposed upon me:—but 1
shrunk, still more sensitively, from the possible
reflection, which might have loaded my spirit af-
terward, of having “left undone” what, how feeble
soever its execution, might have contributed, by
giving the first impulse to a series of future move-
ments, to the accomplishment of those most desir-
able results, by the hope of which the respected
requisitionists were influenced in presenting their
request. If there was presumption in undertaking
such a duty, the presumption, I felt, would be still
more reprehensible in resisting such an applica-
tion. Yet the repulsiveness of the subject, giving
force to every plea for setting it in the meanwhile
aside, may with truth be added to the existence of
various engagements, constant and unavoidable,
during the winter months, in accounting for a de-
lay, which certainly demands an apology. In
these circumstances, then, I appear before you;
and cast myself, confidently, upon your candor
and indulgence.

The subject is one of great delicacy and difficulty.
The latter arises, in part, from the former. It is im-
possible to speak of it at all, and especially to enter
into it with any minuteness of detail, without using
phraseology, and bringing forward statements, from
which the ear and the feelings of virtuous purity
recoil. And the very hearing of these, it may be
alleged, is in danger of conveying a taint, especial-
ly to the youthful mind, and of introducing asso-
ciations there, which might not otherwise find ad-
mission, and from which it were better kept free.
But there is another view of the case. As the
difficulty is almost insurmountable of keeping these
subjects from the minds of youth, the question
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comes to be one of surpassing consequence, whe-
ther they are to be brought before them by the
friends of vice, or by the friends of virtue—whe-
ther invested with all their tempting fascinations,
or stripped of their allurements, and in their true
character of moral loathsomeness, and wretched
and damning tendencies.

In such discussions, generally speaking, it will
be found, that terms which are plain, but not coarse,
are at once the least offensive and the least prejudi-
cial. Inthesacred scriptures, on all subjects of this
kind, there is what may be called a divine freedom.
I am aware that of some passages the enemies of
revelation have laid hold ; have sneered at them;
have chuckled over them ; have made obscene
uses of them ; and, with sarcastic bitterness, have
founded upon them heavy imputations of immoral
tendency. As, in these lectures, the authority of
scripture must of course be assumed and appealed
to, it may be well, in the outset, to wipe away this
false aspersion, and take off the impression which,
in any mind, might interfere with the efficiency of
such appeal.

First of all, then, we fearlessly ask, who are the
persons, what their character, by whom this charge
has been brought? Have they themselves been
the exemplarily pure, and virtuous, and godly ?—
evidently and deeply concerned for the interests of
religion and of moral principle 7—shrinking, with
a delicate sensitiveness, from all that is opposite
to virtue and to piety ’—trembling to touch the un-
“clean thing themselves, and solicitous to preserve
others from the taint? Has the reason why they
do not come to the Bible, why they refuse to study,
or even to read or have anything to do with it—
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the very reverse of everything of the kind by
which these others are characterized ? Instead
of alluring to sin, by cherishing any light feeling
of its sinfulness, or any favorable impression tow-
ard it, is not the invariable design to set forth, in
lively colors, and in lines of deep condemnation,
its fearful malignity, turpitude, and guilt, the divine
detestation of it, and the peril of every one who
indulges in it? Is there, in any one instance, the
slightest perceptible symptom of its being the aim
of the writer to excite evil passions, or impure
conceptions and desires ? Is there not, on the
contrary, on all occasions, an infinite distance from
everything of the kind, and an obvious, affection-
ate, and pervading solicitude to attach shame
‘and reprobation to all that is sinful, and to promote
in every heart the sentiments and feelings of spirit-
ual purity and heavenly-mindedness? 1 ask fur-
ther :—if it were otherwise—if the Bible were
really a book of impure conceptions and immoral
‘tendency—in whose hands should we naturally ex-
pect to find it? Should it not be in the hands of
those who love to have their passions stimulated,
their impure desires inflamed, their propensities to
evil encouraged ? Might we not, as a matter of
course, look for it on the table of the man of pleas-
ure ;—fingered and worn down at favorite pas-
sages, as such books ever are, by the sensual, the
frivolous, and the profane? If it really counte-
nanced sin, would it not be a favorite with the sin-
ner? If it were a friend rather than a foe to li-
centiousness, would it not be liked by the licen-
tious? 1If it supplied kindling and fuel to lust,
“might we not expect it to be the secret companion,
the vade-mecum and bosom-friend, of the man
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ever embitter the sweet, or pollute the pure ?—
Many have died in desperate anguish, lamenting
the ill-fated hour when first they listened to a skep-
tical companion, or opened an infidel book, and
closed and laid aside the Bible : heard you ever of
any, whose last hours were embittered by the re-
flection, of their having listened to the instructions,
followed the counsels, and obeyed the precepts, of
the Bible 7—No, never. That book, the faith of
which has changed and purified the heart, has
made it the residence of holy principles, and holy
affections, and holy joys, and has thus fitted it for
the present and everlasting enjoyment of the God
of purity and love, that book has ever proved the
rock of the soul’s confidence in the dying hour;
so that when, in any case, there has been fear, it
has arisen, not from any apprehension of the in-
sufficiency of what it reveals, but from the self-
diffident suspicion of the dying saint, that he had
not truly believed it and experienced sufficiently
its renovating power !

‘Nothing can be easier, than bandying bible
phrases, in the impure sportiveness of wanton
libertinism ;—but it is only because light associa-
tions with that book are felt to take off from the
awfulness of its damnatory denunciations. It is
easy to take portions of it out of their connexion,
and so to turn them to purposes the very opposite
of those they were meant to serve. But what
should we think of the man—what of the charac~
ter of his heart—what of the fairness of his in-
sinuated inference—who should take up Solomon’s

phic description of the adulterous harlot, whom
iﬂﬂaw from his casement addressing her entice-
ments to the simple unguarded youth, and should












































































































































































































OF MAGDALENISM. 91

But, to have a full view of the case, vou must
think further of the effects of magdalenism, as they
were formerly, though far from fully, set before
you,—the various and dreadful results to which,
both in this world and in the world to come, it
gives rise. Is there no moral evil in being acces-
sory to these 7—no violation of the claims of right-
eousness and benevolence —no offence against
the great rule of all equity, and honor, and love,
“ Whatsoever ye would that men should do to
you, do ye even so to them?’ By any man who
reflects for one moment on these results, can
any answer but one be given to such questions ?
And be it remembered, every man s accessory
to those results—to one and all of them, in
all their horrible multiplicity and extent—who,
whether by his personal example or in any other
way, contributes to the support and countenance
of the system. There are not a few, it is feared,
who never think of this; who indulge in their
own gallantries, and look no farther, conceiving
that they have to answer only for their own,—
that with those of others they have nothing to do.
But I wish them to think of it. 1 wish all to
think of it. Such men are far mistaken. Their
gallantries can not be taken by themselves. They
form part of an aggregate ; and the amount of that
aggregate they contribute, in various ways, to in-
crease. They go to the upholding of an extensive
an extending system of sin and misery. And i
this tendency, apart from their own intrinsic guilt,
they are deeply criminal. The man who by his
practice, by his writings, by his conversation,
by his company, countenances this vice, stands
chargeable with his share of all its attendant and
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short period, these children are said to become
stale, and are turned into the streets (contaminated
or not) to starve.” He again remarks, that ¢ pro-
curesses are employed in this metropolis and else-
where to watch stage-coach offices, and to offer
advice, aid, and lodging, to girls who come to Lon-
don to obtain situations. Others frequent servant’s
bazars, or rather sinks of iniquity, workhouses,
prisons, penitentiaries, for the purpose of luring
servants, and decoying innocent and inexperienced
girls, by every artifice and cunning which infamy
can suggest. 1 have known procuresses who were
sent seventy miles from London, and no expense
spared in their horrible traffic. Others prowl
about the streets of London day and night, for the
purpose of entrapping the unwary ; and thus the
demand for fresh victims is supplied.” In refer-
ence to another kind of procuresses, Mr. Talbot
observes:: ¢ The Sabbath is a favorite day with
these wretches ; and they watch young children
going to Sunday schools, and entice them to their
haunts ; nay, I believe children have been actually
taken from the schools in the sight of teachers and
companions, they having no idea of such a shock-
ing system being in operation. As soon as the
children are secured, they are sold, and their ruin
sealed perhaps by some hoaryheaded debauchee,
at an enormous price” The whole system here
depicted, is one of such a horrifying description,
that nature shudders at the thought of it. Edin-
burgh being comparatively a small city, may not
present the evil in the same magnitude or enormity
as London ; yet it is much to be feared that an
evil of the same kind exists on a small scale.
Mangle-wives have been reported to be established,
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virtue, and that the question of marriage is a prop-
er sphere for its exercise. But there can not be 2
doubt, that high notions, which, by the refinement
and extravagance of our times, have been intro-
duced, of the style in which young men entering
on life must set up their domestic establishment,
have, in many instances, laid restraints on the early
cultivation of virtuous fove, and prevented the hap-
py union of hearts in youthful wedlock. I can not
look upon this as at all an improvement on the
homely habits of our fathers. Many are the young
men who are thus tempted to remain single by
their felt inability to start in what is regarded a
somewhat creditable style. Would to God I had
the ear of all the youth in our city, and in our
country, that I'might tell them of the sweets of
early virtuous union; that I might earnestly and
affectionately urge them to consult their own best
interests, and to set an example pregnant with the
most beneficial results to the community, by bid-
ding defiance to the tyranny of fashion ; by return-
ing to the good old way ; by finding a partner who
will marry from love, and who will be willing, and
more than willing, to begin upon little, and by the
blessing of providence, to rise gradually to more.
That was the way in the olden time ; and, although
no croaker for the superiority of all that pertained
{0 ancestry, this, most assuredly, is a point in which
[ should “ say of the former days they were better
than these.” I would say to the rising youth—the
hopes of coming generations—* Moderate your
“views ; defy custom; marry; fear God; be vir-
tuous ; and be happy.” Could my voice and my
counsel prevail, what a salutary check would be
given to the prevalence of the vice which is our






OF MAGDALENISM. 105

closed against him. He is “sent to Coventry.”
And while this is the deserved fate of such char-
acters, 1t is too often the fate also—(then most un-
deserved)—of the man who has so much of the
principle of moral rectitude in him, as to refuse
submission to the world’s law of honor, and rather’
to be called a poltroon than to violate his con-
science. He, too, in fashionable circles, is black-
balled and bolted out. But the man of gallantry—
does Ae meet with any such rebuffs? On the con-
trary, does he not find his open way into what the
world calls the best society? Is he not the pride
of the club-house,—the ornament and magnet of
the drawing-room? Is it or is itnot so ;—that the
man who, night after night, is making himself fa--
miliar with pollution; who bargains for unfallen
inocence ; who, by “ perjured arts and smooth dis-
sembling,” beguiles that innocence to ruin; who
boasts of such exploits ; who casts off victim after
victim to its unpitied destiny, so soon as it has
served the hour’s purpose of his lawless lust ;—to
whom be his station in society what it may, and by
what epithets soever of apologetic courtesy his vi-
ces may be glozed over in the circles of gayety and
fashion, the Bible, with “divine plainness of
speech,” assigns his place of reprobation among
the “ whoremongers and adulterers whom God will
judge ;” that that man, for whom, and for whose
career of selfish and pitiless vileness, there are no
~ terms of execration sufficiently strong ; that that
man finds his undisputed place in the first circles ?
—he passes from the brothel tg the ball-room;
from the scene of ruined innocence to the scene
of courtly splendor and gay festivity :—he smiles
and is smiled upon :—he is followed by glistening






































































































MITIGATION, AND REMOVAL. 139

the cross ; to exhibit, in all their divine simplicity,
its terrors and its attractions ;—to hold forth to
them the boundless love of a sin-hating but sin-
pardoning God—the God who while he hates the
sin, loves the sinner—who has “ remembered
them in their low estate,” and who “ delights in
mercy ;"—the merits of a divine Savior ; the pre-
ciousness, and the permanent virtue, of his blood ;
the untrammelled and universal freeness of his
grace. 'This is the refuge from despair. It is a
refuge for all—a refuge for the worst. - Let not
Christians forget Him who said to the weeping
penitent that washed his feet with her tears—*Thy
sins are forgiven thee :—go in peace!” If you
would soften the hard heart, you must employ, for
your purpose, the ommipotence of love. You
must work upon it by the mercy of the cross—the
mighty, melting mercy of the cross. The truth
revealing it is simplicity itself, and the right per-
ception of that truth, is the inlet to all the rest.
Get but the mind of the most ignorant and most
obdurate to catch a glimpse of God’s delight in
mercy through a divine Savior ;—the heart bends
to the power of redeeming love ; the tearless eye
fillss; the once untamed, but now timid and tremb-
ling spirit, receives peace—a peace, not from light
thoughts of sin, for how could they be lighter than
they were before >—but springing from the faith
of that simple truth, which at once impresses with
sin’s ‘ exceeding sinfulness,” and shows that sin
forgiven. Let Christians remember, that when
the Baptist preached repentance, and pointed to
 him who should come after him”— the lamb of
‘God which taketh away the sins of the world,”—
while the proud Pharisees “rejected the counsel
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est on those who have been least accustomed to
it. A poor orphan girl, who, for some cause had
been dismissed from one of the haunts of magda-
lenism, made her appeal, as stated by Duchatelet,
to a benevolent lady :—she was received and
spoken to with kind compassion :—‘she burst
into tears ; and, being questioned as to the cause
of her emotion, replied, that it was the first time
in her life she had found one who took an interest
in her, who spoke to her with gentleness, or who
showed her any friendly feeling.” And assuredly
there could be no greater incongruity, than ex-
hibiting the mercy of God in an unmerciful spirit
—than telling a fellow-sinner of the love of Christ
in the temper of those who said—* Stand by thy-
self ; come not near to me ; for I am holier than
thou!” I have spoken of this means in general
terms ; because it may be used by Christians in-
dividually, as well as within the walls of a peni-
tentiary. And by whomsoever it is used, nothing
can be of more importance than its being rightly
used. It is the gospel—the gospel in its simplest
and most elementary truths—the gospel, as con-
centrated into the one sentence—** The wages of
sin is death ; but the gift of God is eternal life,
through Jesus Christ our Lord,”—it is this truth,
this gospel, that is able to change the heart and to
save the soul. O! the first and grand object is—
to get the poor sinful creatures convinced, that,
while their sins have doomed them to hell, the
God who has pronounced their doom is in earnest
in offering them mercy ; that there is no sin for
whose guilt the blood of the cross is not a suffi-
“cient atonement ; and no character of which the
sins are so numerous or so aggravated as to be
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the character of a penitentiary for females of the
description in question, we shall inquire imme-
diately.

There can be no question, that a large amount
of benefit, both temporal and spiritual, has resulted
to fallen females, from the institution of asylums,
under various designations, as places of refuge
from the temptations of the world, and from the
imminent danger to which, in their state of outcast
degradation, they otherwise stand exposed, of re-
turning to their former courses. The following
statement [ lay before you from the London City
Mission Magazine for September, 1837. I read
it myself after writing the preceding paragraph ;
and it will be observed how precisely the two in-
stitutions first mentioned accord, in the nature of
their relation to each other, with the suggestion
which that paragraph contains, and which indeed
can hardly fail to present itself to every Christian
mind :—

“The Lock hospital is the oldest institution in
London for the benefit of degraded females, and
is devoted entirely to the cure of such as are dis-
eased. It was founded in the year 1747, and
since that period to the present, 45,448 have been
cured by means of this valuable hospital.

“The Lock asylum was founded in July, 1787”
(forty years after), “ for the reception of penitent
female patients when discharged from the Lock
hospital, and up to Lady-day, 1837, the number
of women received into the institution was 984"
(in half a century! an average of not quite 20 an-
nually); “of whom 170 have been received by
their friends, 281 have gone to service, 22 have
died in the house, and 18 were in the house at
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Let us, then, in the prosecution of our duties, hope
that some poor ‘wanderer from the paths of virtue
may, in this asylum, be brought to the knowledge
of eternal life, embrace the way of salvation, and
become an everlasting monument that Christ came
“to seek and to save that which was lost.” = Then
would all our outlay be more than repaid, and all
our exertions in this benevolent scheme be more
than remunerated.” True, however, as this is,
the reflection is a very melancholy one—one which
can not fail to draw the sigh of heaviness from
every rightly-feeling bosom, that the proportion
even of those who have taken refuge in such asy-
lums—and still more of those who have been
really benefited by them—is so very small, when
compared with the numbers who, during the same
periods, have lived and died in their sins. The
ratio, on this point, which some statists have given
in regard to London, I shrink from mentioning ;
because it proceeds upon deta, both as to the num-
ber of harlots in that metropolis, and as to the
proportion of them who die annually, which, as
formerly stated, have been clearly shown to be
fallacious. It is upon the assumption that there
are 80,000 harlots in London, of whom 8,000 die
annually (of the extravagance of which assump-
tions I can not now resume the proof), that Dr.
" Ryan proceeds, when he says, that ¢ while 11,000
individuals have been benefited by these asylums
(in London) four millions have, within the same
portion of time, been sacrificed by magdalenism.”
I am constrained, therefore, to take this statement
with a deduction corresponding to that requiring
to be made from the assumptions on which it rests.
It is a subject on which, as on other branches of
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even were they willing to work, no one will re-
ceive them. What a blessing, then, must such an
institution as this be to these poor outcasts, with-
out a friend and without a home, domiciled only in
the haunts of profligacy! Across their minds
some painful recollections of a character once un-
tarnished, and of joys now departed, occasionally
force themselves ; and kere they have an opportu-
nity of proving whether such feelings shall be
matured into final improvement, or subside at last
into confirmed degradation.”

The new institution is for the repression and
reformation of juvenile female delinquency in gen-
eral—it having been thought practicable, by an ex-
tension of the constitution of the Magdalene asy-
lum, to combine its special object with the more
general one. The institution now affords its bene-
fits to the three following classes : * 1st, females
of more mature age, but under twenty-five years
of age; 2d, young females, who may be com-
mitted to the jail and bridewell, and who express
a desire to be received into the asylum; 3d,
young females who, from extreme want and desti-
tution, may be in danger of being led astray ; but,
as to the admission of suc¢h, the committee of
management for the time are to be at liberty to
exercise their own discretion in all cases.” Tt
will be observed, that, while there is thus an ex-
tension of the previous constitution in one way,
there is an abridgment of it in another. In the
first place, there is an exclusion of all above
twenty-five years of age ;—and secondly, although
the terms of the act are purposely general, speak-
ing only of * such young persons as the b?ard
shall think fit and as shall request to be received
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has become a proverb, that “to prevent is better
than to cure.” The systems of which I have been
speaking have too little in them of the preventive.
It is surprising, that plans on the principle of the
adage just cited should not have been sooner
thought of ; or, if thought of, should not have been
sooner carried out into vigorous practical efficiency.
I have the greatest satisfaction in now proceeding
to state, that in the year 1835, a society was formed
in London, under the designation of “ 'The Lon-
don Society for the Protection of Young Females,
and Prevention of Juvenile Prostitution.” The
leading objects of this most important institution
are—1st, ‘“to suppress those houses which en-
courage juvenile magdalenism: 2d, to punish per-
sons acting as procurers or procuresses; 3d, to
afford protection to the unhappy sufferers.” To
this statement of its object there is added : * That
this Society shall co-operate with other institutions,
which shall have for their object the amelioration of
human suffering, in the protection and rescuing from
irremediable ruin those unfortunate victims who
may have fallen a prey to the machinations of li-
centiousness, or been betrayed by the traders in
prostitution.”  One of the means by which the so-
ciety prosecutes its ends,—or rather, I may say,
one object at which it aims, in order to ulterior ob-
jects, is, “to procure an alteration in the existing
laws, so that the evidence necessary to convict may
be more readily and easily obtained, and to provide
a summary and severe method of punishment.
This object once obtained,” says the committee,
# the labors of the society will be comparatively
easy.” This society, I rejoice to say, is under
high patronage, and zealt;l;s and effective manage-
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a total of females received intq the asylum of 226
since the establishment of the society.” In con-
sequence of the impossibility of receiving and ac-
commodating the number of juvenile unfortunates
(for to children from eight or nine to fifteen years
of age, who are the victims of the wiles of demons
in human form—at least to many of them—one
knows not how to apply a severer designation)—
who seek admission or for whom it is sought—the
society, in the end of 1840, for reasons alas!
too satisfactory, * resolved upon opening a subscrip-
tion, either to erect a building, or to adapt one al-
ready erected to the purposes of an asylum, capa-
ble of accommedating not less than 150 young fe-
males, tobe denominated ¢ the Juvenile Female pen-
itentiary.” ” May the benevolent design be speed-
ily accomplished ; and may it, under the blessing
of Heaven, realize and exceed all the committee’s
philanthropic desires,—in saving from ruin these
infant victims of the lust and cupidity of human
brutes of a maturer age; thus at once benefiting
the poor young creatures themselves, and benefit-
ing the community by the prevention of extending
pollution and crime !
I have further the satisfaction of mentioning that,
. in conformity with the purpose of that society to
\Wnad the operation of its system in other large
cities and towns in the united kingdom, its intelli-
gent and zealous travelling agent, Mr. Greig, has
been recently in Scotland ; and that, in conse-
quence of his visit, societies have been formed, both
in Edinburgh and Glasgow, based upon the same
principles with that in London. The society formed
in our Scottish metropolis has published its objects
in the following definite terms : 1. * To obtain the






to obtain an alteration in the laws regarding tra-
ding in magdalenism :” And still further, « that
the lord-provost be requested, as chairman of
the meeting, to convey to the promoters of the
new police bill for Glasgow (now before parlia-
ment), the earnest desire of the meeting, that a
clause or clauses should be inserted into such bill,
giving to the magistrates greater power to detect
and punish the keepers of brothels, and others
guilty of promoting  the vice of magdalenism.”
The objects of this association, as being an
auxiliary to the society in. London, are of course
substantially the same with those of the parent
institution. They are thus stated : After the res-
olution, “That the society be designated the
Glasgow Association for the Protection of Young
Females, and reclaiming them from Magdalen-
ism ;”—

1. “To induce young females, who have be-
tome harlots, or who are in danger of being led
into this profligate course of life, to take advan-
tage of the means now existing, or which may be
provided, for their protection and reformation.
2. To call public attention to the frightful and in-
creasing#xtem of this much-neglected enormity,
the fruitiul source of crime and wretchedness—
by obtaining infurmation——particularly statistical
information—and by inducing ministers of the gos-
pel to call attention to the subject, in such forms
as they may deem most hqnefiplal. 3. To expose
and punish all parties tra(_lmg In, or promoting, the
sin of magdalenism.” Itlli j‘urther specified “that,
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in prosecution of these ends, the association will
use their utmost efforts to obtain petitions to the
legislature, for the enactment of such laws as
shall more effectually reach and punish the guilty
parties :—and that the association co-operate with
the directors of the Female House of Refuge,
with the parent institution in London, and with
other institutions seeking to promote female
virtue.”

I trust the public will be induced to take a ready
and a zealous interest in the objects of this society,
and efficiently to countenance and assist it in their
promotion. You will have observed, that one of the
leading objects of such institutions is prevention ;
the prevention, by every accessible means, of the
early temptation and ruin of the female character—
on the high or the low average of which, in a com-
munity, the general virtue, and the consequent gen-
eral well-being, to such an extent depend ; the pre-
vention, for example, of the arts of that diabolical
system, by which unwary young females are so
often entrapped into vice and ruin, and even mere
children decoyed, and sold into the hands of liber-
tine brutality. This is to be done, by getting pres-
ent laws examined and understood in their true
extent, and to that extent more stringently enforced ;
and by obtaining such alterations in the existing
statutes as will accommodate them more to the
present state of society, and render them both
more capable of easy application, and more
thoroughly efficient. In such cases as have just
been referred to—namely, of the seduction of young
females, it is at present enacted, that *if the un-
happy victim has been drugged, or is under twelve
years of . age, the offence shall be held capital ; and
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along with the principal the person procuring is in-
volved as an abettor and accessary. But there is
no law for the punishment of the seducers, when
their prey has passed this tender age, even by an
hour.” The design, then, is—(for I can not ex-
press it more succinctly and appropriately, than in
the terms of the address of the Edinburgh Society
—from which too I have just taken the statement
of the existing statute)—‘“to endeavor to wipe
away that reproach to our laws; to reach the
purveyor, and repress her trade ; to track, expose,
and punish the profligate who bribes her services ;
and, not least, to rescue, protect, and restore to
her friends, at the moment when she will most
gratefully and eagerly embrace the means, the
helpless young creature who has just been envel-
oped in the spider’s toils.” In the experience of
the London society, as partially laid before you
in the last lecture, it has already been seen, to
~what an extent even existing laws may reach to
the apprehension and punishment of these pests
of their species, and to the suppression of those
receptacles of pollution where so many bodies and
souls are destroyed. It is certainly most desirable,
that the law should be made to reach more effect-
ually every accessible point of this system of
moral desolation and death. We have laws
against gaming-houses. On what principle are
these laws founded? In themselves, they wear the
aspect of an encroachment on the liberties of the
subject. Has not every man a right to use his own
house for what purposes he pleases, and for which
others voluntarily please to frequentit? The an-
swer is, that where there are laws against injus-
tice, swindling, and robbery, no man is entitled to
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be so far extended and strengthened, as to enable
them to put down those houses of infamy, where
the youth of both sexes are contaminated with the
worst principles of evil; and which are fountains
of moral pollution to the public character, and foul
nests of disease and crime. And can any suffi-
cient reason be assigned, why those whose char-
acter and vocation as harlots are notorious should
not be prevented from carrying on that vocation in
our streets? Are the known character, and the
purpose for which they come abroad at particular
seasons, not sufficient ground for such prevention ?
L am here of course to be understood as referring
to the known inmates of houses of ill fame. To
extend the power to apprehension on mere suspi-
cion, would be a hazardous and inadmissible en-
croachment on the liberty of the subject, and lead
to all manner of oppressive abuses. And why
should not those monsters to whom I made point-
ed reference in last lecture—the purveyers for
sensuality, the hired decoyers of innocence, the
deliberate traders in virgin purity, be met by some
determined measures of prevention? I say of
prevention:—for In their case, be it remembered,
prevention is the only thing worth attempting. Are
you, in such a case, to wait for the evert act, for
the positive perpetration of the infamous deed—
and then visit it with punitive vengeance ? O let
it be recollected, that this description of robbery
is not like others. Not only is it the robbery of
that, compared with which the « purse” is “ trash,”
—but it is robbery of what can not be recovered.
By the efforts of an active police, you may trace
to their secret concealment the robbed or the sto-
len property ;—but what police can restore the
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end,—namely, the maintenance, to the extent
needed, of the really destitute and dependant,—
with the least amount of liability to abuse on the
part of those who come not under this description ;
so that there may not be, on the one hand, the dis-
advantage to the deserving poor of nominal support,
while, from the pitiful smallness of the pittance
doled out to them, it is nominal only, and liitle bet-
ter than a mockery,—nor, on the other, such an
alienation of the funds designed for them to per-
sons of a different character, as to foster the spir-
it of idle and lazy dependance, and help the dis-
solute to the means of profligacy. But it will not
be expected that I should here attempt to decide
between the contending claims of the different
theories for the prevention and relief of pauper-
Ism ; spontaneous charily alone, legal provision
alone, or some plan which might combine the vir-
tues of both, with the least possible of the vices of
either.

In last lecture, I mentioned the want of educa-
tion, and especially of religious instruction, as con-
tributing essentially to the evil deplored. Form-
ing his estimate from tables kept at the lock hos-
pital,—one of which shows that of 1,591 patients,
admitted within a certain period, there were 777
—nearly a hall—whose fathers were dead,—and
another, that from the middle classes of society
(the higher being of course out of the question)
the proportion of inmates is, comparatively to t_ha
lower, very small,—Dr. Hannay says : “ The in-
frequency of the children of the middling classes
falling into this sin, speaks volumes for the excel-
lence of the educational and moral discipline to
which they are subjected, as far at least as pre-
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wventing this evil ; and suggests, that, to the main-
tenance, improvement, and extension of this dis-
cipline we can not, therefore, pay too much atten-
tion””* Of the correspondence of the proportions
in these tables with great general averages, I en-
tertain no doubt. It were well, then, to bring into
operation, to the utmost extent possible, this coun-
teracting influence ; by endeavoring more widely
and efficiently than ever, to diffuse education, and
particularly Christian education, before the period
of life, at which, to the female character, the prin-
cipal danger commences. Any association that
seeks the prevention of the evil, would do well to
look earnestly after this. I would urge the teach-
ers of our invaluable sabbath schools, to increase
as much as possible the number of their adult clas-
ses,—classes, in which children are retained for
more advanced instruction, after they have passed
the limit of childhood. I would entreat both pa-
rochial ministers and the pastors of dissenting con-
gregations, to augment to the utmost those district
day schools, in the poorer localities of the city,
where the ability to read may be imparted to so
many who would otherwise remain without it,
and where the knowledge may be acquired, and
the restraining influence begin to be felt, of those
principles of religion, which are the best safeguards
of all virtue. I would entreat also the owners and
superintendants of large factories, to which so spe-
cial a reference was made in last lecture, to look
well to the education of the younger workers. Were
this conscientiously and liberally done, these es-
tablishments might, in many cases, instead of nur-
series of pollution, be rendered subservient to the

* Private communication. '
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advancement of knowledge and of personal and so-
cial virtue ; inasmuch as many young persons
would receive there an education suited to their
circumstances, as well as the elements of religious
instruction, who would never have enjoyed these
benefits at home. If the proprietors of those
works were rightly alive to their own interests,—
as universal experience shows,—they would not
neglect this department of both moral and legal ob-
ligation ; instead of evading the law, they would
go beyond it. The reviewer of Fregier's work in
the Quarterly, after speaking of the corrupting in-
fluences of the society of such establishments up-
on their inmates, says—perhaps with a sufficiently
indiscriminate severity,— It is seldom, that the
master of the establishment and his deputies pay
any attention to all this; engrossed as they are in
their one great aim, the execution of a certain
quantity of work in a certain space of time, and
blind to the fact, self-evident as it is, that MmorAL-
ITY IS THE BEST FOUNDATION OF ORDER AND DIS-
cipLINE.” Would to God that all owners and mas-
ters were impressed as they ought to be with the
truth of this self-evident maxim, and would but ap-
ply it actively and faithfully in the management of
their little communities! What real substantial
benefit might they confer on thousands of the ri-
sing generation, and through them on the commu-
nity at large,—not only without injury, but with ul-
timate advantage, to themselves!

[ may mention, in addition to these means of

moting the end in view, some system of ¢ract
distribution : the circulation of larger and smaller
publications, having more especial reference to the
subject under discussioi!é And these should be of
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various descriptions,—more general, and more par-
ticular :—those of a general character, designed
and fitted to inform, to interest, and to rouse the
public mind, by setting forth the nature and extent
of the evil, and the necessity of every possible
means being put into operation for its removal ;—
the more partmular addressed appropriately to va-
rious classes—to the victims of the vice themselves
—to young men,—to young women,—to servants,
—to heads of families ,—1t0 proprietors and super-
intendants of factories. ;—and perhaps, rising still
higher, to the legislators of our country, the repre-
sentatives of the people, and the peers of the
realm ; and this, with the view of contributing to
give efficacy to another means, before alluded to,
the petitioning of the legislature for a revision of
the laws relative to this subject, in order to their
amelioration and enlargement. But I can not en-
ter farther into detail. With any institution that
now exists, or that may be formed on similar prin-
ciples, though perhaps on a still more comprehen-
sive scale,—I must leave the reduction to practice,
by all the variety of accessible and legitimate
means which their discretion shall suggest, of the
general principles and views which, in these lec-
tures, I have been endeavoring, however feebly, yet
in dead earnest, to expound and inculcate.

I have done. I urge upon you the duty of zeal-
ous co-operation in this good work, by the claims
of every relation you sustain, 1 plead with my
fellow-men on the principles of theu' common hu-
manity, which should prompt them, whenever, with
the old Roman, they say « Homo sum,” “[ am a
man,” to subjoin his practical conclusion—* huma-
ni nihil a me alienum puto,”—* whatever concerns
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man concerns me.” And as men too, allow me to
remind you, that you are the natural guardians of
the feebler sex. 'They are committed by Heaven
to your protection. Alas! that the very weakness
which should interest every heart and nerve every
arm in their defence and in the maintenance of
their honor and their rights, should, in so many
instances, be basely taken advantage of for their
wrong and ruin. I call upon you, as men, to stand
forward on their behalf; to come with the shield
of your protection between them and danger; to
prevent their degradation, and vindicate their hon-
or ; to screen their purity from the putrid breath
of pollution ; to maintain and elevate their virtue,
that along with it,and by means of it, you may
maintain and elevate that of the community to
which they belong, and of which, take them in the
aggregate (I speak my most sincere conviction
when [ say so), they are not the weaker merely,
but by many degrees the better portion. And this
leads me naturally to add—I plead with you, as
my. fellow-townsmen, by the interest you feel in the
character of our city ;—whose emblematic tree
bore of old the motto, “ Let Glasgow flourish by
the preaching of the word.” They did foolishly
who abridged it ; for if the abridgement was in-
tended to render the wish for the city’s prosperity
more general and comprehensive, they forgot—
what those who first affixed the motto knew—that
the prevalence of true religion tends as effectually
to temporal as to spiritual prosperity. I plead with
you, as my fellow-countrymen, by all the claims of
an enlightened patriotism ; for it has been true from
the beginning, and will continue true to the end,
that “ righteousness exalteth a nation, and sin is












