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A DISCOURSE,

GALATIANS Vi. 9.

Let us not be weary in Well-doing,

THE‘Weaknefs and Imperfeétion of the human Mind is
not more vifible in thofe vain and trifling Objeéts which Men too
commonly purfue, than in the Eafe with which, while profecuting
the beft, they yield to Oppofition and fink under the Preffure of
Difficulties. While the Wifdom and the Goodnefs of Gop are abun-
dantly manifefted as well in revealing to Men the great. Objets de-
ferving their Attention, as in thofe gracious Promifles and kind Invi-
tations which fill the facred Volumes, and are intended as Checks to
this fuccumbing Difpofition, and as Incentives to Diligence and Per-
feverance in Duty. Among thofe, that which I have now read to you,
is not the leaft confiderable, nor the leaft applicable to a Society

like that befare which I have now the Honor to ftand.
You
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You will then permit me to enlarge alittle on thofe attive Scenes
of Life, in which the Man and the Chriftian fhould be engaged :

Tue Difficulties which he may probably expeét to meet with in
the Way :

AxD the many Encouragements by which he is animated to rife
_i"upfriﬂr to them, and if poffible to reach the defired Goal.

IN afcertaining what belongs to Man, we muft endeavour to in-
veftigate the Defign of the Creator in his original Formation ; for
clearly, to purfue that Defign muft be right.

WHEN we contemplate the Great Firft Caule, if Duft and Afhes
may be allowed to lift its trembling Views to an Heiglt fo tranfcen-
dent, an Objeét of Majefty is prefented to the Mind, infinite in all
the eflential Attributes of Wifdom, Goodnefs and Power, inhabiting
Eternity, and complete in Self-Enjoyment. To fucha perfeét Caufe
no conceivable Reafon can be affigned for calling into Exiftence
any intelligent Being, or Order of Intelleftuals, but to communicate
to them a Portion of that Happinefs which dwells confummate in
Himfelf ; for who can add to that which is infinite ? Can Man be
profitable to his Maker ? Man, whole very Exiftence is an Indul-
gence ! Or, can the Angels bring any Acceffion of Glory to Him,
when he charges their Wifdom with Folly, and declares that their
beft Services, like the Heaven in which they dwell, are not pure n
his Sight ?

O~ this Ground let us fuppofe the Infinite Mind forming in the

Operations ofhis own Wifdom,the beneficent Decree, that the whole
Extent
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Extent of Space fhall be filled with Creatures of Intelligence ; and
behold, the heavenly World is flored with Spirits knowing their
Maker's Will, and fubjeft to a Law : Cherubim and Seraphim,
Angels and Archangels, Principalities and Powers; ftand forth con-

fplcunus of various Grades of E*{cel]en:e fﬂrmmg a Chain of In-
telligents, from thie higheft Seraph to the humbleft Spirit.

Wirring to proceed the Decree is paft, and Spirit fhall be allied
to Flefh, Beings incapable of fubfilting in pure Aither, (hall have
Habitations fuitable, and well furnifhied for theirRefidence. He fpcaf{s,
and behold | thofe Suns which appear fo magnificent in the great
Concave, mﬂanti}r exift ; Suns which the Eye of an He rfchel or a
Newton, affifted by their heﬂ telefcopic Glaffes, is unable to number :
He commands, and behold! thofe Suns are furrounded with Planets,
and their concomitant Satellifes; prepared with all the Accommoda-=
tions for embodied Spirits. It is notimprobable that the Inhabitants
of thofe countlefs Worlds which roll inceffantly around their central
Fires, forming Syftems beyond Syftems, are endued with different
Degrees of Intelle&, and different Modes of attaining that Happinels
for which they were made. We may not fet Bounds to that which
is Infinite. And the greater the Varicty, the more aftomifhing is that
Wifdom, and the higher in our Eftimation does the Charatter rife
of Him who is the Maker and the equal Governour of them All

PursuiNg this train of Thought, let us turn our Attention to the
Globe, which is deftined by the allwife Creator, to be the Refidence
of Man ; and alfo to Man kim/elf, the illuftrious though temporary
Inhabitant thereof ; for here we leave the Regions of Conjefture or
very imperfeét Information, and have Experience, authentic Hiftory,

or Revelation for our Guide.
PowER
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Powenr infinite enters intothe very Idea of Creation ; for rothirig
fhort of the infinite DivineWord could give Exiftence vifible to that
which once was not. And our beft Conceptions of a World effefted by
infinite Power, fuggefted by infiniteGoodnefs, and direfted by infinite
Wifdom, would be one where Population and Enjoyment would go
hand in hand ; where Soil would be produétive ; Climate mild ; and
the alternate Returns of Light and Darknefs fo necarly equal, as to
afford a fuitable Time both for Labour and Refl,

T AT fuch was our Earth in its original Conftruétion we may pro+
bably infer, partly from its prefent State, and partly from thofe various
Appearances which are no otherwife to be accounted for, than by
acknowledging that it has undergone fome moft violent Concuflion,
when theFountains of the great Deep were broken up, when the Land
was here piled into Mountains whichmock the Skies, leaving there an
immenf{eVoid to be covered over by the mighty Waters of the Pacific,
theIndian, and theAtlantic Oceans ; and {uch a Caft of Axis as to give
in fome Parts of the Earth, a moft unfriendly Alternation of Night and
Day, and fuch an Extreme of Cold and Heat, as to render almoft, if
not altogether uninhabitable the frozen Regions of the Polar Circles,
and the arid Sands of the Arabian Defert : as if intended by Divine
Providence that we fhould have perpetually prefent to our Senfes
thofe ftrong Marks of onr Maker’s Anger, for theTran{greflions of our
Forefathers, that we, their Children, might be thereby reftrained from
their Offences, and be held, through Fear of fimilar Difpleafure, in the
firait and humble Walks of entire Obedience.

LeT us next turn our Thoughts to Man himfelf : and what will

be our Ideas of a Spirit formed for Happinefs, and deftined by infinite
Wildom
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Ir yoi1 go forth in fearch of this admired Charaflef, is not eich
Man you meet a Cabinet of Secrets clofely locked, as if harbouring
Sufpicions by you meditated againft him, or ftudious to conceal the
Advantage which he propofes to take of you ?/* .- i

LET us look into Families, and how often do we find thé Menibers;
through Decency, fmothering the Diflikes which prevail among them,
or openly contending, and finally feparating ?—Would we look for
Nations united on this broad Plan of Brotherhood and Happinels ;
crofs but the neareft Ocean; and yoit are ftopt on your firft landing :
a Babel is prefented ; their Speech is firange; ‘their Language 1s not
underftood : you afk for Bread and they give you a Stone. Tuin to
any other Quarter; and the fame Scene prefents itfelf. Will you take
an Interpreter, or alk for fome impartial Voluine to give you the
Hiftory of that Nation, and the otheér Nations of the Earth, and what
are the Contents, but the Narration of Civil Contefls and everlafting
Wars, the Effefls of vile Avarice or viler Jealotify, pmud,ﬂmbitiun.‘
black Malice, or infatiable Revenge ? interfperfed indeed with a few
Years of Reft fmm this horrid Work of Defolation, which is called
Peace, but is only an Armiftics, a Ceffation from Hofilities, to gather
Strength for fome future Conteft, a Calm dread fully forebadmg an-
other and more furicus Storm.

THE Shades of this Night- Piece aré indeed happﬂ}r relieved with
dn Effufion of Light; fome beautiful Contrafts, fome prominent
Flgunes of Religion, Literature and Humanity, rwhofe Wri itings, and
whole Labours of Love, are fufficient to compenfate for the Evils
which we have detailed.  As in the Ruins.of fome ancient City, we
are able from what remains, 10 trace oyt its former Limits, the Gran<

deur
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deur of its Buildings, the Riches and architeétural Knowledge of its
Founder; {o here, by thefe happy Reliefs on a deep dark Ground, we
are inflrufled, that though Man is degraded, he is not forfaken : 1f
he is not what he once was, yet we {ee what by divine Grace he may
be, and are brought to acknowledge that Rightmufnefs hath looked
down from Heaven, and that Goodnefs and mercy do ftill follow him.

Bu T how are we to account for this Degradation, this partial Enjoy-
ment, this Abounding of Evil >—W#ence the Origin of Evil, how thele
Shades fhould have obtained an Entrance into this fair Creation, is a
Queftion that has puzzled the acuteft Philofophers that the World
has ever produced, and has diftreffed many worthy Minds.—While
they have acknowledged and bewailed the Effeét, they have been at
a lofs to difcover the Caufe, That infinite Pawer might have pre-
vented it, mult beallowed, or it muft be allowed that there is in .
Nature a Power fuperior to infinite, which is abfurd : that it muft
have I:_:een admitted by Permiffion of God, is therefore evident. But
why ? Is it confiftent with infinite Goodnefs to create a World in
which Evil exifts in ten thoufand Forms? Is it poffible to adjuft
this with the Idea of a Place and a Race of Beings deftined for
Happinefs ? Cloudsand Darknefs reft upon this Subjeét when viewed
by the Light of unaffiffed Reafon, But Reafon, enlightened by
Revelation, adopts the Conclufion of the great Englith Moralift, *
“Moral Ev:l is of Man, is occafioned by Free Will, which implics
unnece flitated Choice ; neceffary Choice would make Man a Ma-
chine : Natural Evil is of Gop, and is the Confequence of moral,—
for Correétion ; but with all the Evil that there is, no Man but would
rather be a Free Agent, than 2 mere Machine without the Evil ; and
what Es beft for each Individual, muft be beft for the Whole,”

In
* Dr. Samucl Johnfon. See alfo Fletcher, Vol. v. p. 18.
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Iy all Governments and in all Worlds, that is deemed good, where
there is a Predominance of Enjoyment. I therefore add, there is na
Man, who poffeffes his mental Faculties undifturbed, but will ac-
knowledge that he has fo much Happinefs, though furrounded with
great Diftrefs, that he had rather remadin in his :pre'i'ent Situation, than
to drop into a State where he muft lofe the Enjoyment which he now
has. And if the Happinefs of each Individual is fuch, then the Mals
of Happinefs in the World muft be fuperinr to the Mafs of Mifery,
and then both the Goodnefs of Gobp, and the S}fﬁem c}f prevailing
Happinels' is vmdlcated Ll A LA B Gl

THE only Objeftion to this Doftrine is, that in'a Plan of infinite
Perfeétion, we fhould expeét to find the greater Share of Happinefs
- uniformly attached to the greater Share of Virtue, and of Mﬂer)r to

Vice, but that we do not find it thus prnpurtmﬂed |

1 answER,—In the firft place we are very incompetent Judges
of our own Happinefs, feldom judging rightly between real and ima-
ginary Evil ; much lefs of others. Weare aptto judge ‘thofe happy
who roll in affluence and ftand in elevated ftations, but we know not
the Arrows which rankle in the great Man's fide, nor the Thorns with
which his pillow is transfixed : and fo of Mifery, we are prone tothink
thofe wretched who dwell in Hovels, and whofe tattered Raiment is
fearce fufficient to guard them from the Froft ; not confidering that
benezth this unpromifing exterior there may bea Firmnefs of Con-
ftitution which defies the Cold 3 .a Keennefs of Appetite which
makes fweet the mouldy Cruft; and an internal Enjoyment which the
Wealth of both Indies cannot purchafe. But let us fuppofe the worft,
that good and evil are very unequally diftributed among the children
of men, what is the Confequence ? Not that the Ways of Gobp are

unequal,
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unequal, or that there is not upon Earth a Predominancy ot Good,
but that the prefent world is not the whole of human exiftence, but
a part gnly 5 and that there awaits us another and eternal ftate, where
all thefe: irregularities (hall be duly adjufted, wherein opprefled vir-
tue fhall be amply rewarded, and vice however exalted here, fhall be
 moft certainly punifhed, This is faintly adumbrated in the heathen
Mythology ; is perfeétly confentaneous to our beft internal fent-
ments ; and is verified by the Chriftian Revelation, that divine Reli-
gion which, arrayed in white and holy vefture, came down from
above; which prefents herfelf to every man coming into the world,
and only afks'to be embraced, to enlarge his Capacity and to increafe
his Stores of Happmefs a Declaration which has been juftified by
the etpertcnce of thnufands, am:l thoufand thoufands of her Children.

'NoTwiTHSTANDING which, horrid to relate ! there are who by
every Art endeavour toblacken and deftroy it : who call it aMonfter
generated by Pride on Intereft ; the fouleft of Superflitions whofe
every veflige ought to be fwept away. But thanks to our Gonp, the
great Promife ftands, that though ‘wounded it fhall not fall, though
bitterly affuiled tke Gates of Hell fhall tever prévail'againft it. Others
there are not quite fo violent, who are willing to admit its Right of
Exiftence in common with other Religions, yet can {ee fi¢tle to render
it worthy of general Acceptance, To thefe the excellent PALEY *
well obferves, “ Had Jefus Chrift delivered no other Declaration than
the following,—tke Hour is coming in the which all who are in the
Grave [hall hear his Voice, and fhall come forth---they that have done
well to the Refurredlion of Life, and they that have done Euvil unto the
Refurrection of Damnation.”"—He had pronounced a Meffage of inel-
timable Impuﬂmce and well worthy of that {plendid Apparatus of

Prophecy
* Archdeacon of Carlifle. Book v. ch. 9
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Prophecy and Miracles with which his Miffion-is introduced -and
attefted :—a Meflage in which the wifeft of Mankind would re-
joice to find an Anfwer to their Doubts, and Reft to their Inquiries.
It is idle to fay that a Future State had been difcovered already. ' It
had been difcovered as the Copernican Svftem was : It was one Guefs
among many. He alone difcovers who proves, and no man can prove
this point, but the Teacher wha teftifies 4y Mirgcles that this Doétrine
comes from Gobp.” T -

Acrr this i5 Truth, great and important Truth : but had the bleffed
Jefus delivered no other Meflage than this, we fhould ftill have been
left in a flate of extreme Perplexity : We muft have gone back to
the Wanderings of our own Minds, to the uncertain Conclufions of
our imperleft Reafon to be determined concerning that Well-doing
to which is annexed the Promife of a Refurredion unto Life ; and
our Inquiries after the Means would probably have been as multi-
farious and contradifory as were formerly our Refearches after the
£nd. Butas He came to inform us not only gf a Refurreétion of the
Body and a Life to came, but alfo to communicate to us the whole
"‘Will of Gop; and the Communication of that Will was entered
upon Record ; and that Record is by the Providence of Gop tranf-
mnitted to us ; we have only to open the facred Volume, and what we
there read to praftice. The Leffons there inferted are addreffed to
men 1n their individual, their focial and their religious fapacit.ries.

As Individuals, the Direflions to us are to be temperate and pure,

Blyfed arethe purein Heart for they fhall fee God.

As Members of Society, the Inftruétions are to be juft and merciful,
Bleffed are the Merciful for they fhall obtain Mercy.
‘M
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In our religious Capatity or as Beings capable of Liolding Com-
munion with Gop, we are direéted to be fervent in Spirit, Blyfed
dre they who do hunger and thirfl after Righteoufne/s.

I'r is not enaugh that we have lulﬁlled the tormer Duties, wé
muft add this as the Crown of our moral Chara&er CHRIST
IS OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS ; te him {hould our ﬂmng Defires
be ; his Image fhould be deeply engraven on the Heart of every le"
t1ple and his Image is Love, Love to Gop and Love to Men. Tho'
walKitig on Earth his Mind was in Heaveri : his chief Defire was to
bring Honor to his Father, to do his Father’s Work, And all lus
Miracles of Love he afcribes to the Power and the Grace of Gob ;
and thus he glorified his Father in Heaver. But though his Mind
was in Heaven, his Feet lightly refted upon Earth, and he went about
doing good ; good to the Souls and the Bodies of Men, infliuting
the Ignorant, reclaiming the Vicious, giving Bread to the Hungry,
and Confolation fo the Mourners. This was well done. Thus pailed
his Hours, thofe bright and fplendid Hours, in one only of which
Aftonithment feizes the Mmd while we read the variety and the num-
ber of his miraculous Exertions.  In that fame Hour, fays the Hifto-
rian of his Life, in the prelence of the Meflengers of John, he cured
many of their Infirmities, and Plagues; and ewil Spirits ; go your way
now, faid Jefus anfwering, and tell Fokn what Things ye have heard
and feen—how that the Bhind fee, the Lame walk; the Lepers are
cleanfed, the Deaf hear, the Dead are raifed, and to the Poor the Gofpel
i preached,  'What an Hour !'—Thus doing he diffufed Joy through
Heaven as well as Earth, and received the Approbation of.the glori-
ous Gop in Words mild but energetic ; a Voice from Heaven wus
heard, This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleafed, hear him,

I
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IN relieving the Miferies of Men, increafing the Quantity of Hap-
pinefs upon Earth, and in bringing Glory to Gop, confiited the con-
tinual Bufinefs of that fhort Life which he paffed among Men.—
His Path, like the dawning of the material Sun, growing brighter
and brighter unto the perfeft Day, on which, having given himfelf
a Sacrifice for Men, a Sacrifice of Atonement for the Sins of the

whole World, he afcendcd to the Righl Hand uf his Father in the
World of Glory.

BLEssED and forever bleffed be his revcren&_ and Holy Name !

~ IN the Imitation therefore of all the imitable’ parts of ‘his Cha-
rafler, by aiming to leffen the Quantity of Evil, and fo enhance the
Portion of Happinels among Men; and aferibing both the Will and
the Power of doing it to the Riches of the Grace of Gop, confifts
the Great Bufinefs of Well-doing. While employed in thele de-
lightful Occupations we are treading in the Steps'of the divine Re-
deemer, we are fulfilling the Will of our Maker, weare engaged int

the {fame Bufinefs as himfelf, we are Fnllnwer’s of Gop, and Fellow-
Workers with him.

IT is matter of high Satisfaltion, my refpetied Hearers, 'when 1
look around me to perceive that on all thefe Accounts 1 fland om
Chriftian Ground, and am furrounded by the Friends of the benevo-
lent Mefliah. ¥ T am afked, where are the Teftimonials of your
Zeal for Gop ? I anfwer, in the free Publication and very general
Adoption of the Sacred Volumes ; in the Obfervationof the Sab-
bath ; in ‘the various Schools and Seminaries of Learning, where
our Youth are inftrufted in the Principles of Virtue and Piety ;
and in thofe numerousEdifices which are at once the Ornaments of our

Cities,
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Aliment, and Medical Advice ; which promifes fo be of great

public Utility, and of courfe is moft honerary to its Founders and it
Members, '

AcricULTURE, which ftands foremoft among the Arts, whuﬁg
Exercife is Health, and whofe Fruits are Plenty and Wealth, and

Independence, finds here a Society whofe Objeé&t is, at tlieir own
Expenfe, to colle® froni every Quartér, the beft Information upon
the Subjeét, and freely to point out to our young Farmers the Errors
of our prefent Hufbandry ; to fhew them a better Mode of Cultivation,
and of rural (Economy ; and thus how toturn their Labour to their
own greateft Emolument and the Benefit of the Publick.—A moft
ufeful Charity this, in a Country like ours; juft emerging from its

native Wildnefs, and which has already effefted Changes the moft
valuable and important,

Tue Element of Fire, foufeful to all the Arts, fo neceffary to the
rendering of our Apartments comfortable in the dreary Seafon of
Wi nter, and for all culinary Purpofes; fometimes thro’ Careléflnefs or
by mere Accident, fuddenly burfts forth and bids Defiance to Oppo-
fition, till it has laid wafte the Dwelling of fome deferving Family,
and reduced perhaps to Penury, a Parent and his Children who
lately lived atEafe. To guard againft this Ewil, two Societies are
incorporated for equalizing fuch Loffes at a moderate Premium by
Infurance ; and another to compenfate in fome Meafure the more
indigent Sufferers, and to place them again in Circumflances to
purfue, withoit An xiety, their former ﬁccu’i)aﬁum;

Axornxr Element, whofe Ufes are fo various for the Cleanlinels,
the Health, and the Comforts of Mankind, that our loudeft Eulogiums 3

Fall
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caeck thefe Defpondencies, to animate us to manly Perfeverance,
and to carry us on to final Vi€ory and Triumph ? Is it notthe Voice
of Nature, is it not the Command of Infpiration that, as we have
Opportunity, we fhould do Good unto all"Men ? Have we not in
the Great Head of our Religion a ftrong Example of this beneficent
perfevering Spirit ? Is there not a {weet Confolation to the Mind in
refleéting that, though little Good has been effefled by us, it was all
that our beft Exertions could procure, Is there nota Spring of Joy
refulting from the Hope that more may yet be done ? and is not
our own Happinefs increaled by making others happy ?

SyMPATHY is one of the beft Principles of our Nature. Do
we not enter with Eagernefs into the Diftreffes of thofe who have
juit received the Information that a dear Relative or valuable Friend
is loft, or in imminent Danger ? do we not wifh it were 1n our
Power to bring back the Spirit that is, to all Appearances, fled ?
do we not watch, with an Anxiety not to be defcribed, the Exertions
that are making to reftore 'Warmth to the cold Body, and Refpira-
tion to the breathlefs Corps ? And if the Efforts fucceed, with what
Exultation do we meet the opening Sight, and give back to the Parent
adarling Child, to the Wife a beloved Hufband. Think, what were
the Raptures of the Widow of Serepia when Elijah reftored her
Son ? What were the Senfations of the Widow of Nain when the
Divine Redeemer flopt the Bier, and bid the young Man awake, and
the frantic Mother receive her only Son ? What were the Exulta-
tions of Mary and Martha when the fame God-Man commanded the
Stone to be rolled from the Mouth of the Tomb, and bid Lazarus
come forth, and join his weeping Sifters ? Joys fimilar to thefe
you have often witneffed ; and probatly will many more, And 1§

not
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not this a Reward amply fufficient for all the Wealth# and Labout
that you have hitherto expended; or may yet expend.

WEeRe the Dead permitted to return, could the Shades of our
departed Friendsappear, the Shades of Bowdoin, Ruffell, Mafon, Clarke,
could they {peak, would they direft usto break the Chains of our
Union, and (ulpend our Work, or; would they not rather f{ay to us;
in Accents [weet as the Notes of Angels; * Ceafe not, ye Friends of
“ Humanity, from the Employment which we loved ; they are
“ approved of Heaven ; they gladden the delightful Regions where
“ we dwell ; they fill with Incenfé the Manfions which the Rex
“ deemer is preparing for his Friends."”

Ir we are, as the Oracles of Truth atteft, the Objeéts of Angelic
Attention ; if Angtls are commanded to encamp around us, and the
heavenly Hofts are witniflering Spirits to thé Heir's of Salvation ; in
what Services can we be employed more agreeable to them, than in
guarding our Fellow-men againft Evils {lmilar to thole in which
they are engaged while protetting us P—And if there is Joy in
Heaven over one Sinner that repents, what muft be your Joy in
reftoring Numbers to a new Probation, to further Opportunities of
lifiening to the Calls of Heaven, and making their Eleftion fure ?

What

* « But for one End, one much neglected Ute,
¢ Are Riches worth your Care : (for Nature’s Wants
« Are few and without Opulence fupplied.)
# This Noble End is, to produce the Soul ;
¢ To fhiew the Virtues in their faireft Light,
¢ To make Humanity the Minifter
“ Of bounteous Providence ; and teach the Breaft
* That generous Luxury the Gods enjoy.”

ArmsTrRONG on Health. B. iv. p. 101
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What, unlefs it be the Raptures of that laft Great Scene, when the
Heavens, like a Scroll, fhall roll away ; the Earth and the Sea give
up their Dead ; when the Almighty Judge fhall defcend beneath
the Banners of the Crofs, and all Nations fhall be affembled before
him ; when you fhall behold, from amidft this mighty Concourfe,
thofe whom you have been inftrumental in ‘recovering to-a fecond
Life, and who have improved that fecond Trial to the Approbation
,of their Saviour God ; when you fhall fee them with expanded
Hands, advarcing towards’ you, with Language of this fort upon
their Tongues, “ Thefe are the Men, thele the Friends to whom we
« were tndebted and were not able to repay their Kindnels ; thele are
¢ the Men to whofe Humanity we were when dead indebted, under
“ Gonp, for a fecond Exiftence, when in dange:r of Death for Saiet},
¢ for Comtort, and for Happinels.”

Wuar muft be your Joy, when the benevolent Judge rifing
from his Seat fhall fay, *“ Well done good and faithful Servants,
“ becaufe you have rendered thefe Services unto the leaft of thefe
“ my Brethren, you have done them untome: Come to the King-
“ dom prepared for you : Enter ye into the Joy of your Lord.”

Let us, then, not be weary in Welldoing. Yea rather, Be ye
fteadfaft, immoveable, always abounding in the Work of the Lord ; -
forafmuch as ye fnow that your Labour fhall not be in vain in the Lord.

Anp now unto Him who is able to keep you from falling',--
and to prefent you faultlefs before the Prefence of his Glory ; t

the only Wife Gop our Saviour, be f;“lury and Hanour Darmnmn
and Mlght henceforth and forever... | i ..yll o1
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ACT of INCORPORATION of the HUMANE SOCIETY
of the CommonwEaLTH of MassacHusETTs,dnd the RULES
and REGULATIONS of faid Sociery fince their Incors
poraTiON ; with the METHODS of TREATMENT
in Cases of APPARENT DEATH, COMMUNICA-
TIONS, TREASURER’s ACCOUNTS, CATALOGUE
of MEMBERS, &c. &c.

ComMoNwEALTH OF MAsSACAUSETTS.
In the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and ninely oné.

An A& to incorporate and eftablifh a SoctETY by the name of the HU-
MANE SOCIETY of the CommoNwEALTH of MASSACHUSETTS.

HEREAS it is the .-:fuf_p of Government at all times, ta conntenance and
[upport its citizens, in their cxertions for alleviating the diftrefis of their fel-
foww-men : And whereas divers perfons have petitioned this Court, for an ait of
incorporation, whereby they may more ffefually carry into execution, their benevo-

lent defigns ¢

Be it therefore enafled by the Senate and Houfe of Roprefentatives in G, eneral
Court affembled, and by the authority of the fame, That the Hon. Thamas Rufll,
Efq. Fonathan Mafon, EXq. Fohn Warren, M. D. Rev. Simeon Howard, D.D.
Rev. Samuel Parker, D. D. Fobn Avery, jun. Eiq. Rev. Fobn Lathrop, D. D.
Rev. Peoer Thacker, Rev. Folm Clarke, Do&or Thomas Wellb, Aaron
Dexter, M. D. and Mr. Nathaniel Balch, together with all thofe who now
are, and fuch others who fhail become members thereof, be, and they
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are hereby erected into, and made a body politic corporate forever, by

the name of the Humane Socicty of the Commonwealth of Mafa-
rﬁuﬁ;‘f;. E

And be it further enafted by the authority aforefuid, ‘That the faid Corpora-
tion are hereby declared and made capable in law, of having, holding,
purchafing and taking in fee-fimple, or any lefs eftate, by gift, grant, de-
vife or otherwife, any lands, tenements or other eftate, real and perfonal ;
(provided that the annual income of faid real and perfonal eftate, fhall not
exceed the fum of four thoufand pounds )—and alfo to fell, alien, devife or

difpofe of the fame eltate, real and perfonal, not ufing the fame in trade
or commetce. M

And be it further enadled by the authority aforefaid, That the faid Corporation
fhall have full power and authority to make, have and ufe a common
feal, and the fame to break, alter and renew at pleafure ; that it fhall be
capable in law to fue and be fued, plead and be impleaded, anfwvér and be
anfwered unto, defend and be defended, in all Courts of record or other
Courts or places whatfoever, in all a&ions real, perfonal and mixed, and

to do and execute all and fingular other matters and things, that to them
fhall and may appertain to do.

And be it further enafed by the authority dforefaid, 'That the faid Corpora-
tion may make, eftablith and put in execution, fuch laws and regulations as
may be neceflary to the government of faid Corporation, provided the
fame fhall in no cafe be repugnant to the laws and conftitution of this flate.
And for the well governing of the faid Corporation, and the ordering their
affairs, they fhall have fuch officers as they fhall hereafter from time to
time, ele® and appoint 3 and fuch officers as fhall be defignated by the
laws and regulations of the faid Corporation for the purpofe, fhall be
capable of cxcrf.:iﬁx‘l:g fuch power for the well governing and ordering the
affairs of the faid Corporation, and calling and holding fuch gccafional
meetings for that purpofe, as fhall be fixed and determined by tlie faid
laws and regulations.

And be it further ena8ed by the authority aforefuid, That the end and de.
fign of the inftitution of the faid Society, is for the recovery of perfons
who meet with fuch accidents as produce in them the appearance of death,
and for promoting the caufe of humanit}*, by purfuing fuch means from
time to time, as fhall have for their obje&, the prefervation of human life,
and the alleviation of its miferies.
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And be it further enalied, That the place where the firlt meeting of the
faid Society fhall be held, fhall be the town of Bgfflon; and that the Hon,
Thomas Rujfell, £q. be and he hereby is authorized and empowered to fix
the time for holding the faid meeting, and to notify the fame to the mem.
bers of the faid Society, by caunfing the fame to be publifhed in one of the
Boflon newlpapers, fourteen days %efore the time fixed on for holding the
faid meeting.

In the House of Reeresentatives, February 21, 1791.
This Bill, having had three feveral readings, pafled to be enatted.
DAVID COBB, Speaker,

In Ssware, Felruary 23, 1791.
This Bill having had two feveral readings, pafled to be enacted.
SAMUEL PHILLIPS, Prefident.

By the Governor,

Approved,
' JOHN HANCOCK.
Atteft,
Joun Avery, jun. Sec,
G N I B T Sais =

The INSTITUTION of the HUMANE SOCIETY of the

CommonwEaLTH of MAsSSACHUSETTS,

FROM a variety of faithful experiments, and incontcfiable faéts,
itis now confidered as an eftablifhed truth, that the total fu/penfion of the
vital funétions in, the animal body is by no means incompatible with life,
and confequently the marks of apparent death may fubfilt without any
neceflary implication of an abfolute extinction of the animating principle.
The houndary line between life and death, or the diftinguithing figns of
the latter, are objeés to which the utmolt efforts of the human capacity
have never yet attained. Nor can we with any degree of certainty, pro-
noynce that an animal is dead, until the moft unequivocal proofs of pu--

trefaction, have been furnifhed. From thefe fats it might reafonably be
expested,








































































