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fix ounces. Luxurious living, warm cham-
bers, and a fedentary life, very much alter the

quantity.

XI1V.

I'T may not be improper in this place to enu-
merate the opinions that have been entertain-
ed of the nature of the catamenia. They
have been fuppofed of {o deleterious a nature,
as to extinguifh the life of a male, and de-
ftroy the germination of plants. This certain-
ly is giving the evacuation more poifonous
power than any thing in nature poflefles.
Haller mentions that gardeners would not al-
low their wives or daughters to approach a
plant, if recently fet, if their catamenia were
flowing. The Italians harboured a notion
that the breath of a woman during that period
would kill filk worms. La Motte retains the
idea of thefe women being deleterious, but
with fome limitation ; he only fufpets thofe
with red hair—He relates a ftory of a fervant
maid whofe hair was red, fpoiling a catk of
wine and half a hog, by having accefs to the
former during ‘her menftruation, and falting
the latter at the fame peried, which foon pu-
trified. Indeed, I think La Mottés red head-
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