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BILLIOUS RHEUMATISM. 53

nereal disease. Was called to visit him on the 14th Feb-
ruary, 1843. He complained of excruciating rheumatic
pains, affecting all his limbs and back, which were greatly
aggravated upon the slightest motion. His pulse was rapid
and full, and other symptoms of active synocha were pre-
sent. I proposed the administration of a mercurial purga-
tive; but he obstinately refused, declaring he would sooner
die, nor would he permit venesection. 1 then placed one
electrode of the machine, wrapped in a wet cloth to the soles
of his feet, and the other in his clasped hand, and transmit-
ted as powerful and hasty shocks through the system as he
could endure, until moisture was produced in the palm of
his hands, then shift'ng the electrode from his hands to his
neck, 1 passed it down the spine. The pains were removed
in about ten mnutes. Preseribed a mixture of equal quan-
tities of tnct. apocynum and vinum colchici, to be taken
in doses of a table-spooful three times a day, the quantity to
be increased if nausea was not produced. Feb. 15th. Found
the patient free from general fever, though the rheumatism
had returned, but was confined to the right hip joint, which
was somewhat tumid and extremely painful.  Applied elec-
tricity as before, and mullin leaves steeped in vinegar, to
the inflamed hip. Continued the mixture. Feb. 16th. Tu-
midity of the hip reduced, but some slight soreness remained,
attended with a partial paralysis of the neighboring muscles.
Applied the machine to the affected limb and muscles for
five minutes, and as the mixture had operated freely upon
the bowels, directed its discontinuance for two days. Feb.
17th. I'ree from most of his former symptoms; continued
the electricity. Feb. 18th. Walked half a mile and called
at my office for the usual application. This was made for
eight days longer, and the mixture was also continued in
half doses; when his perfect cure was effected. '
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