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himself, in a surgical operation which he expect-
ed to perform in a few days.

4. Dr. E. E. Marcy, formerly of Hartford, now
of the city of New York, was present at the
rooms of Dr. Wells, by his special request, to
witness the operation upon Mr. F. C. Goodrich,
and witnessed it with the strong sensations pro-
duced by a new and wonderful discovery upon
a scientific observer. He says, not only was the
extraction accomplished without pain, but the
inhalation of the gas was effected without any
of those indications of excitement, or attempts
at muscular exertion which do commonly obtain
when the gas is administered without a definite
object or previous menlal preparation. “ By this
experiment,” says Dr, Marcy, “two important,
and to myself, enfirely new facts, were demon-
strated : 1st. That the body could be rendered
insensible to pain by the inhalation of a gas or
vapor, capable of producing certain effects upon
the organism. And 2d. When such agents were
administered, to a sufficient extent, for a defi-
nite object, and with a suitable impression being
previously produced upon the mind, that no un-
usual mental excitement, or attempts at physical
effort, would follow the inhalation.

“Witnessing these wonderful phenomena—
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these new and astounding facts—the idea at
once occurred to me, whether there were not
other substances analagous in effect to the gas,
and which might be employed with more con-
venience and with equal efficacy and safety.
Knowing that the inhalation of sulphuric ether
vapor, gave rise to precisely the same effects as
those of the gas, from numerous former trials
with both these substances, 1 suggested to Dr.
Wells, the employment of*the vapor of rectified
sulphuric ether—at the same time detailing to
him its ordinary effects upon the economy, and
the method of preparing the articles for use.
Our first impression was, that it possessed all the
an@sthetic properties of the nitrous oxyd, was
equally safe, and could be prepared with less
trouble, thus affording an article which was not
expensive, and could always be kept at hand.
At the same time, I told Dr. Wells that I would
prepare some ether, and furnish him some of it
to administer, and also make a trial of it myself,
in a surgieal case which I expected to operate
upon in a few days. Not long after this conver-
sation, (to which allusion is made by Mr. Good-
rich, in his affidavit,) I administered the vapor
of rectified sulphuric ether, in my office, to the
young man above alluded to, and after he had
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been rendered insensible to pain, cut from his
head an encysted tumor of about the size of an
English walnut. The operation was entirely
unattended with pain, and demonstrated to Dr.
Wells and myself, in the most conclusive man-
ner, the anssthetic properties of ether vapor.”
We have narrated this important experiment
in the language of Dr. Marcy, to whose affida-
vit we take leave to refer, as no part of 1t can,
with any propriety or justice, be overlooked by
any one, who proposes to subject this matter to
a searching examination. Tt shows the progress
and the successful result of these enquiries and
experiments of Dr. Wells, and of those skillful
and liberal professional gentlemen, who co-ope-
rated with him. It shows that the opinion was
then entertained by Dr. Marcy, that the cons
stituents of the gas were more nearly allied to
the atmospheric air than were those of ether
vapor—that the former was more agreeable and
easy to inhale than the latter, and upon the
whole was more safe and equally efficacious as
an anxsthetic agent—and that this opinion was
fully confirmed by numerous experiments sub-
sequently made by Drs. Ellsworth, Beresford,
Riggs, Terry, Wells and himself. 1t shows fur-
ther, that Dr. Wells visited Boston in 1844, for
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anmouncing his discovery, and giving it a fuller
trial at the hospital, in that city, and of his dis-
satisfaction at the result of his visit.

The testimony of these two last witnesses, no
criticism or carping can invalidate. They are
not only gentlemen of the highest respectabili-
ty, but eminent in their profession, and acute
and accurate observers, not easily deceived, and
not capable of deceiving others.

6. Anevent of this kind could not well occur
without attracting the attention of the commu-
nity in which it happened. Accordingly we
have the testimony of Dr. G. B. Hawley, of
Hartford, under the date of March 27th, 1847,
that during the then last two or three years, he
had been familiar with the successful operations
of Dr. Wells and other dentists in that city, in
extracting teeth without pain, by the aid of ni-
trous oxyd gas, and that he alone was regarded as
the author of the discovery. We have also the
testimony of Dr. Fuller, late Superintendent of
the Retreat for the Insane, at Hartford, to the
fact, that Dr. Wells, for more than two years
prior to the 25th of March, 1847, had had the
reputation of haying made this discovery—that
he had himself conversed with several gentle-
men, whose charactey for honor and veracity
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