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PHYSICAL AND FUNCTIONAL. . 201

tion or annihilation of the nervous influence on the
system at large : those of chronic diseases of parts
which have no special connection with the brain
and spine, also frequently exhibit the effects of dis-
turbed or diminished nervous influence, as regards
not only sensation and volition, but the involuntary
actions.

The suspension or derangement of the function of
an organ, from whatever cause, is followed by conse-
quences apportioned in seriousness to its degree,
and the importance of the organ in the economy ;
those of the liver, kidney, or an organ of sense, are
generally of subordinate importance to those of the
brain, heart, or lungs. All organs are subject to be
affected by remote morbid actions through the me-
dium of the brain; and this, being the source and
centre of sympathy, is especially liable to be itself
affected in its function both by external and inter-
nal causes. Many and various instances of the first
are enumerated in the preceding chapters; the innu-
merable modifications of hysteria are examples of
the second.

Frequent instances of sudden death, consequent
upon injuries which leave no trace of their destruc-
tive operation upon the texture of the vital organs ;
other instances of death after the lapse of a few hours
or days, and some even of weeks from the injury, ad-
mit of no other explanation according in any degree
with the history and symptoms of the malady, than a
suspension or failure of the nervous power. Between
those which are of short duration and certain physi-
cal injuries of the brain, there is a considerable
though not a strict analogy : whereas those which are
protracted are characterised by symptoms of ex-
haustion more nearly resembling such as attend upon




















































































































































































FROM ANIMAL POISON. a5

Fifth day. The erythema had spread upon both
sides of the fore arm and there was a patch of in-
flammation over the biceps. The general symptoms
were the same, the stomach nauseated and very irri-
table, with oceasional slight hiccup, and having taken
a small allowance of wine at intervals he was a little
flushed, and sometimes incoherent. The mind was
evidently weakened and irritable.

Sixth day. The inflammation had extended to the
neck and over a small part of the pectoral region.
Large vesications appeared on the back of the elbow
and hand, and clusters of small vesicles on other
parts of the arm. Leeches were again applied to
the inflamed surface. A pill of three grains of the
carbonate of ammonia and one of extract of opium
was directed to be taken hourly. The camphor
draught continued, and the parts to be fomented
with an embrocation of equal parts of spirits of cam-
phor and tincture of opium.

Seventh day. Seemed more composed in mind
after having taken three of the pills. The pulse 120,
soft and powerless. Tongue hitherto clean, getting
a brownish fur; skin perspirable. Had dosed a good
deal. Hiccup had continued through the night with
little intermission. The erythema fading upon the
hand and arm was vivid upon the chest, and extend-
ed over the scapula to the spine. A pill of five grains
of castor and a quarter of a grain of opium directed
to be taken each hour, and a poultice besprinkled
with tincture of opium applied to the pit of the sto-
mach. Ammonia and camphor draught continued,
and wine-whey given occasionally.

Eighth day. Is slightly under the influence of
opium. Incoherent talking, between dosing and
waking, ceases when he is quite roused. The hic-














































































