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INTRODUCTION.

II

IT will be thought prefumptious
that the author, a mere tyro in the fcience of
medicine, thould attempt to write upon three
fubjeéts, which have, for centuries, agitated
the medical world.

If there be no information afforded in the
following pages, he will, at leaft here, be on
a footing with many of his {uperiors.

It would be impoffible, in the compafs of
a difcourfe like the prefent, to enter minutely
into each of the different fubjects embrac-
ed in this differtation. It would require years
inftead of the few weeks which are allowed
to the candidate, to write a thefis; and a mind
pregnant with information, inftead of one
which can only be inits infancy.

The firflt part of this differtation; muft ne-
ceflarily confift in a colledtion of fuch faéls,

ashe has been able to procure.
B
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Moft people, have fuch an averfion from
being experimented upon, particularly with
- the venereal virus, that it has prevented the
fecond part of this differtation from being
treated in fuch an ample manner as could be
wilhed.

I cannot forbear mentioning here, that the
experiments contained in the following pages,
were made with the greateft care, and related
with the ftriCteft fidelity; yet I am fenfible,
many inaccuracies mayhave efcaped; which
thofe will moft readily excufe, who have ex-
perienced the difficulties incident to fuch re-
fearches. |
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AN ATTEMPT TO PROVE, THAT THE LUES
VENEREA WAS NOT INTRODUCED INTO
EUROPE FROM AMERICA.

The origin of the difeafe, now called lues
venerea, has been a fubjeét of much debate
among moft medical writers. The greateft
part of thefe inform us, that it was brought by
Columbus and his companions from the Weft
Indies, between the years 1494, and 1496,
merely becaufe it happened to rage with
great violence in Europe, thortly after the re-
turn of thofe nagivators from their firft
voyage—like the yellow fever, no perfon
willing to give it birth, fruitlefsly feek for its
origin in fhips and failors, that have arrived
from foreign countries.

The proofs of thofe, who have given this
origin to the venereal difeafe, are all equivo-
cal, and much greater counter demonftrations
muft be adduced, before the {cale will prepon-
derate on that {ide of the queftion ; though
now it appears to be the moft prevalent
opinion, as fcarcely a book on this fubject
can be opened, but we are informed that this
difeafe was introduced into Europe from

America.
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To find out the precife time of its firflt ap-
pearange, would perhaps be as fruitlefs as the
fearch after the philofopher’s ftone. The
limits of this differtation will not admit me to
enter into {o minute an inveftigation of its
origin, as could be wifhed.

We will offer here a few remarks upon
one of the oldeft books we have in exiftance—
namely, the Bible. *

It has been faid by fome authors, that
¢ the fore boils wherein Satan {fmote Job by
God’s permiffion, from the fole of his foot to
the crown of his head,” was the venereal dif-
eafe.

In ch. 20. v. 11. he fays,—* his bones are
full of the fin of his youth, which fhall lie
down with him in the duft.”

It has been faid that the following verfes
lead us to believe that David had the fame
difeafe. Pfalm 38. v. 3. “ There is no {found-
nefs in my fleth, becaufe of thine anger ;
neither is there any reftin my bones, becaufe
of my fin.”

# No perfon will think there is the leaft impropriety in
making the following quotations from the bible. The fame
caufles exifted then as exift now for the produétion of this
difeafe ; and in thofe times, other difeafes exifted which
were a thoufand times worfe.
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V. 5. ¢ My fores are putrified and cor-
rupted, becaufe of my foolifhnefs.”

V.7. “For my loins are flled ‘with a
loathfome difeafe, and there is no foundnefs
in my flefh.”

It is faid in Ecclefiafticus, ch. 19. v. 3. as
follows,—* And he who joineth himfelf to
harlots, will be naught. Rottennefs and worms
fhall inherit him.”

The following verfes, we find in the 15th
chapter of the book entitled Liviticus, com-
monly f{aid to be written by Mofes. They are
part of a law given by him in order to pre-
~vent a difeafe from fpreading, which appears
to have been a true gonorrhea. |

¢« Lijviticus ch. 15. v. 2. ¢ The man that
hath an issue of seed fhall be unclean.”

V. 3. “ And then fhall he be fubject to this
evil, when a filthy humour, at every moment,
cleaveth to his fleth, and gathereth there.”

V. 4. “ Every bed, on which he {leepeth,
thall be unclean, and every place on which he
fitteth.”

V. 5. ¢ If any man touch his bed he fhall
wafh his cloathes ; and being wafhed with
water, he thall be unclean until the evening.”

V. 6. ¢ If a man fit where the man had
fitten, he alfo fhall wafh his cloathes ; and
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being wathed with water fhall be unclean un-
til the evening.”

V. 7. ¢ He that toucheth his fleth, fhall
wath his cloathes ; and being himfelf wafhed
in water fhall be unclean until the evening.”

V. 8. “If fuch a man caft his fpittle up-
on him that is clean, he thall wafh his
cloathes ; and being wafhed with water, he
fhall be unclean until the evening.”

V. 9. “The faddle on which he fitteth,
fhall be unclean.”

V. 10. “ And whatfoever has been under
him, that has the issue of seed, thall be un-
clean until the evening. He that carrieth
any of thefe things fhall wafh his,cloathes ;
and being wafhed with water he fhall be un-
clean until the evening.”

V. 11. ¢ Every perfon whom fuch a
one fhall touch, not having wathed his hands
before, fhall waih his cloathes ; and being
wafhed in water, he fhall be unclean until
the evening.”

V. 12. “If he touch a veflel of earth it
fhall be broken;gbut if a veflel of wood, it
{hall be wathed with water.”

V. 13. ¢ If he who {uffereth this disease
be healed, he fhall number feven days after
his cleanfing; and having wathed his cloathes,
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and all his body in living water, he fhall be
clean.”

V. 16 “ The man from whom the seed of
copulation goeth out, fhall waih all his body
with water ; and he fhall be unclean until the
evening.”

V.17. The garment or the fkin that he
weareth thall be wafhed with water ; and he
fhall be unclean until the evening.

V. 32. This is the law of him that hath
the issue of seed, and that is defiled by copu-
lation.”

We {ee that the difeafe of the Jews, called
the issue of seed, as delcribed in the preced-
ing verfes, was contagious to the greateft de-
gree, and alfo propagated by copulation.

To prove that this was a gonorrhea, it is
only neceflary to obferve that this difeafe has
till very lately been fuppofed to confift in a
flow of femen.* Hence the word gonorrheea
is derived from the Greek words v genitura
femen and ¢ fluo, i. e. fluxus feminis. And
upon looking into this part of the Greek bible
we find the word »»eijei= i. e. seminis genitalis

% Aftruc, a late writer defines this difeafe to be a dif-
charge of femen from the uretha.—See his defcription of

it, vol. 1.
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profluvium, which is tranflated in the bible
an issue of seed.

It is faid by one of the prophets, ¢ Fly
the perfon afflicted with the Fudham as you
would a lion.”

Judham being an Arabian word which fig-
nifies an inveterate degree of the venereal dif-
eafe; caufed by improper treatment™®

The inhabitants of Indoftan have, time im-
memorial, made ufe of the word Khorah to
fignity the {ame thing.t

The venereal difeale has been known to
the inhabitants of Indoftan ¢time immemorial,
by the name of the Persian fire. .

This difeafe has been attributed by thein
time out of mind to the Perfians, as the Eu-
ropeans have attributed it to the Americans,
the French to the Neapolitans, the Englith
and Germans to the French, &c.  This dif-
eafe certainly exilted among the Greeks and
Romans:

The difeafe to which the Scythians were
fubjet according to Herodotus, and alfo ac-
cording to Hippocrates,t who have both nam-

* See Afiatic Refearches, vol. 2, and Swediaur’s mala-
dies {yphilitiques derniere edition a Paris, 1798. Tom. 1.

T Ib.

{ Hippocrates wrote 460 and Herodotus 404 years be-
{fore the chriltian era.

)
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ed it morbus femininus (Swediaur fays)feems
to have been a true gonorrhea.*  The laft
of thefe authors, (Hippocrates), {peaks of
deflu¢tions from the private parts, exulce-
rations, tubercles in the groins, large {pread-
ing ulcers, abcefles and fuppurations, muti-
lations of the bones and nerves.t

In his book *de morbis mulierum” he
makes mention of the fuppuration of the in-
guinal glands, and he attributes it to the {up-
preflion of the menfes, which we now know,
will not caufe a fuppuration of thofe parts.

Fuwvenal, in Satyre XI, who wrote in 128,
and Martial,lib. viii, and ix, who wrote in 100,
{peak of ulcers in the genital parts, as difeafes
produced by impure coition.

Plutarch,t in his life of Otho, about the
middle of the firft century, {peaking of
Tigellinus, fays that he was affli¢ted with
feveral difeafes, which he had contracted
by converfing with lewd women.

In Pliny the fecond, lib. 6, Epif. 34, (who
wrote in 97) we find a difeafe of the falling
off, of the genital parts, which was regarded

* Voyez. Swediaur, derniere edition, a Paris, 1798.
1 He fpeaks of thefe in his epidemic difeafes.

I Vol. 8. p. 308.
C
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as incurable, ¢ Maritus ex diutino morbo cir-
“ ca velenda corporis ulceribus putrefcebat.”

Diascorides,(who wrote in 50) recommends
remedies againft rhagades, condylomata, ma-
ligna ulcera, vulvae tubercula, genitalium et
vulvae exulcerationes.”

Sextus Placitus, papyrienfis parabil. medi-
cament. {cript. antiq. {peaks of remedies
againft “bubones feu tumores ad inguina, car-
bunculos in veretro, ficos in ano, rhagades,
phymata, callos in veretro.”

Galenus (opera per I- Cornar-) who wrote
in 200, {peaks of phymofis, paraphymofis,
rhagades,condylomata, bubones, phymata pu-
rulenta, acrochordones, &ec-

Bishop Palladius, who lived in the fifth
century, under the reign of Theodofius, junr,
relates the following curious anecdote of a
hermit named Heron, who had always led a
very virtuous life.

From the Greek ot Palladius, it has been
tranflated into French, from which I have
tranflated it into English,

“ At laft Heron, {eized by the influence of
evil genius, and tranfported as if by a de-
vouring fire, could not remain confined to his
cell. He {fetsout all at once for Alzxandria:
‘he defign of God called him there, and ac-
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cording to the proverb, drove a nail by the
other-*

“Indeed he fell into the forgetfulnefs of his
duties, that were to lead him, in fpite of him,
to his fafety: He frequented theatres, horfe-
races, and fpent his life in taverns. From
the excefs of good cheer and wine, he fell into
the abufe of women, and the moft dirty liber-
tinage- Having refolved to fin, he had an ha-
bitual commerce with a dancer of panto-
mimes, and declared to her the evil, (or
wound) that tormented him- In the mean
while there came upon the gland of his geni-
tal parts, a carbuncle or anthrax (probably
what we would call a chancre): The difeafe
grew fo bad in the {pace of fix months, that
his genital parts were mortified and fell off.”
This is a fufficiency of the anecdote for our
purpofe, and every body will think with me
that it was a cafe of confirmed {yphilis.

Celsus, (who wrote in the firft century), in
his book 4. ch. 31, {peaks of ¢ nimia profufic
feminis {ine venere, et {ine noturnis imagi-
nibus. Thatis to fay, a true gonorrheea,which
became at laft fatal, in caufing by degrees a

* That is to say, pride, by the humiliation of his fall.
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confumption. And in book 6. ch. 18, he fpeaks
of ulcers in the genital parts.

Guillemus de Saliceto, placentimus chirurg.
lib, 1, ch. 42 (who wrote 223 years before the -
difcovery of America) fpeaks “ De apoftemate
in inguinibus- Heac agritudo vocatur bubo
vel dragoncelli inguinis-” And he fays in the
{ame fentence, “et aliquando accidit homini in
virge corruptio propter concubitum cum
feda muliere, aut ab aliam caufam-” Again,
in ch- 48, he {peaks, ¢ de puftulis albis vel
rubris, et de milio et de corruptionibus circa
preputium, propter coitum cum feeda mulieres
aut cum meretrice, aut ab alia caufa.

Guido de Cauliaco Gabalanus,doctor of phy-
fick and furgeon in the univerfity of Mont-
pelier, chirurg, mag.(who wrote 133 years be-
fore the difcovery of America) fpeaks “de ca-
lifadtione et feetiditate in virga propter decu-
bitum cum muliere feda.”

Valescus de Tarenta, profeflor of Montpe-
lier, lib. 6. (Who wrote 93 years"before the
difcovery of America,) fpeaks. ¢ De ulceri-
bus et puftulis virga.” Again he fays, ¢ puf-
tulae virgae fiunt {iquis coeat cum famina
habente ulcus in matrice, quae contagio,
fitate fua inficet virgam et in ea facit ulcus.
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Petrus de Argetata of Bologna, Doftor
in arts and phyfic, in his chirurg. lib- 2. who
wrote 23 years before the difcovery of Ame-
rica, {peaks ; ¢ puftulis quae adveniunt virgae
propter converfationem cum foedd muliere,
quae albae funt vel rubra- Ex materia ve-
nenofa, (fays he) quae retinetur inter prae-
puctium et pellem virgae caufantur iftae puf-
trelae, &ec.”

Lanfrane of Milan, Door of phyfic who
wrote in 1290. Benedictus Gordonius, who
wrote in 1300, profeflor of phyfic at Montpe-
lier ; and fohn of Gaddesden an Englifh fur-
geon who wrote in 1301, all {peak of the fame
affetions of the genital parts as the preceed-
ing writers:

The following is taken from a M- S. in
Lincoln-College in Oxford * (written 63
years before the difcovery of America)-

« Novi enim ego Thomas Gafcoigne,
licet indignus, facrae Theologiae Doctor, qui
hac fcripfi et collegi, diverfos viros qui mor-
tui fuerunt ex putrefatione membrorum {uo-
rum genitalium et corporis fui ; qua conup-

% See Beckett on the antiquity of the venerial difeafe, in
the philefophical tranfaétions abridged by Eames and Mar-
tin, vol. 7.

+ Chancellor of Oxford.
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tio et putrefadtio, ut ipfi dixerunt, caufata fuit
per exercitium copula carnalis cum mulieri-
bus. Magnus enim dux in Anglia, {eil. I de
Gaunt, * mortuus-eft ex tali putrefatione
membrorum genitalium et corporis fui, cau-
fata per frequentionem mulierum, magnus
enim fornicator fuit, ut in toto regno Angliz
divulgabatur, et ante mortem fuam, jacens {ic
infirmus in leto idem eandem putrefactionem
regi AnglizRicardo fecundo oftendit,cumidem
eundem ducem in fuld infirmitate vifitavit ;
et dixit mihi qui ifta novit unus fidelis {facrae
Theologie Baccalaureys- Willus etiam lon.
ge vir maturz aetatis et civitate Londonii,
mortuus eft ex tali putrefaCtione membrorum
fuorum genitalium et corporis {ui, cau-
{ata per copulam carnalem cum mulieribus, ut
iplemet plures confeflfus eft anti mortem {u-
am, cum manu {uad propria eleemofynas dif-
tribuit, ut ego novi, Anno Domini 1430.

It is evident from what has been faid, that
there exifted, long before the difcovery of
America, difeafes of the genitals, fimilar
from their defcription to the venereal difeafe,
which was communicated in the fame way

T John, Duke of Lancafter, called by the Englifh, John
de Gaunt.

S
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that this difeafe is—and which certainly was
the {fame difeafe. |

The following quotation, is taken from the
{ftatutes for the regulation of the public ftews,
eftablifhed at Avignon in 1347, by Jane 1ft,
queen of both the Sicilies and counte{s of
Provence, (written 145 years before the difco-
very of America.)

Article 4.*

“ The queen commands, that on every Sa-
turday the women in the houfe {ingly be
examined by the abbefs and a furgeon ap-
pointed for that purpofe by the diretors, and
if any of ’em has contraéted any illnefs by
their whoreing, that they be feparated from
the reft, and not fuffered to proftitute them-
{elves, for fear the youth, who converfe with
’em, should catch their diftempers-”

In the chronicle of Cardamus we read
that Ladiflas king of Naples died in the year
1414, in conféquence of an infection in the
genital parts communicated by his miftrefs.*

It is faid that Alphonfus, likewife king of
Naples, diedin 1458 of an inveterate gonor-
rhea; thefe words are related of him,—*anxi-

%* Vide Aftruc upon the Venereal, vol. i.
t+ See Sanchez.
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us deceffit, morbo infuper immundo et pe:
naci, involuntario [cilicet infenfibilique sf -
matis fluxu-*”

The venereal difeafe, appears to have <
ifted in England, many centuries before the
difcovery of America, under the name of
brenning or burning-

Mr: Beckett + informs us that ftews we ¢
allowed to be kept on the bank fide in Souil:-
wark under the jurifdition of the bifhcp o
Winchefter. He fays there were ancientl;
18 of thofe ftews, but in the reign of ITcn:y
VII, they were reduced to twelve.

He has examined the records that rclaie
to the regulation of thefe ftews—The oo
ing are fome extralts from them. ¢« We &0
that as early as the year 1162 divers conflitu-
tions relating to the lordfhip of Winchefte;
(being confined by the king) were to be kept
for ever according to the old cuftom that had
been time out of mind.”

- After mentioning feveral rules we find the
following—* No ftewholder to keep any wo-
man that hath the perilous infirmity of burn-
ing.”

* See Sanchez.

T See philofophical tramfaltions abridged by Jones, vol.
5, p. 381.

™

-
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It appears that this brenning or burning
had exifted at 2 much more early period, as
thefe regulations were only a renewal of {fuch
as had been before eftablifhed time out of
mind. '

But to confirm this further—¢ I find, (fays
Mr. Becket) that in the cuftody of the Bifhop
of Winchefter, whofe palace was fituated on
the bank-fide near the stews, was a book writ-
ten upon vellum, the title of which runs thus,
“ Here begynne the ordinances, rules and
cuftoms, as well for the falvation of mannes
lif, as for to afchewe many mifchiefs and in-
convenients that dayly be like there for to fall
owte, to be rightfully kept, and due precau-
tion of thém to be done unto any perfonne
within the fame.”

One of the articles begins thus—* De his

qui cuftodiunt mulieres habentes nefandam
infirmitatem.” It goes on then * That no

ftew-holder keep noo woman within his hous
that hath any fycknefle of brenning,but thatihe
be put owte unto the peyne of make ita fyne
unto the Lord of a hundred fheleyllings.”
Mr. Beckett informs us this was taken
from the original manufcript which was pre-
ferved in the bifhops court, fuppofed to be

written about the year 1430.
D
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John Arden Efg. * who was one of the
furgeons to king Richard II, and alfo to king
Henry the IV, defines this brenning or burn-
ing to be a certain inward heat and excoria-
tion of the urethra, which definition is fuffi-
cient to inform us that itwasa true gonorrhoea.

The fame author John Arden Efg.) who
wrote about 114 years before the difcovery of
America, fpeaking of the cure for this burn-
ing, has the following words. “Contra incen-
dium. Item contra incendium virge virilis in-
terius ex calore et excoriatione, fiat talis {yrin-
gia, (i. e. injectio) lenitiva. Accipe lac muli-
eris mafcularum nutrientis, et parum zucca-
rum, oleum viole et ptifanz, quibus commix-
tis per fyringam infundatur, et {f predictis
admifcueris lac amigdalarum melior erit me-
dicina.t

Mr. Buckett ¥ informs us that in an old
manufcript he has in his pofleflion, written
about 1390, is a receipt for brenning of the
pyntyl yat men clepe ye, ape galee. Galee
being an old Englifh word for a running fore.

And in another manufcript written about
50 years after is a receipt by a woman.

% See philo. trans. abrid. vol. 5, p. 383.
1 Ibid. vol. 7.
. 3b.
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It is certain that the difeafe, from the de-
fcription of its fymptoms as given by the an-
cients, was often in an inveterate ftate, for
which they appropriated particular names,
perhaps more fignificant and expenfive than
thofe impofed by modern authors. Thus,
for inftance, buboes in the groin thzy called
dorfers, from their protuberancy or bunch-
ing out. And the venereal nodes on their
fhin bones, they called boon or bone haw;
which gives us not only a juft idea of the
part difeafed, but in what manner it was
affeCted ; Hawe being an old Englilh word
for a fwelling.*

We have feen the word brenning or burn-
ing mentioned as early as the year 1162, and
ufed at different periods up to the time of the
difcovery of America; we will now proceed
to prove it has been ufed by many writers
fince that time, to {ignify the venereal difeafe.

Andrew Boord, a Do&tor of phyfic and
Romifh prieft, in his book, entitled the bre-
viary of health, printed in 1546, {peaks very
particularly of this fort of burning. One
of his chapters begin as follows: ¢ The 19th
chapter, doth fhew of the burning of an har-
lotte,” and he fays ¢ That if a man be burnt

# Sce Phil. Tranf. Abridg. vol. 7.
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with an harlotte, and do meddle with another
woman within a day, he fhall burn the woman
that he fhall meddle withal.” In his 82nd
chapter, he {peaks of two forts of burning,
the one by fire, and the other by a woman
through carnal copulation, and refers the
perfon that is burnt of an harlotte, to another
chapter of his advice what to do, * if he get
a dorfer or two.”

~ Mr. Becket* fays, in a manufcript I have,
of the vocation of John Ball, to the bifhopric
of Offory in Ireland, written by himfelf, he
fpeaks of Doctor Hugh Weston, (who was
dean of Windfor in 1556, but deprived by
cardinal Pool for adultery) as follows, * At
this day is lecherous Weston, who is more
practifed in the art of breech-burning than
all the whores of the ftews.” Again, {peak-
ing of the fame perfon, he fays, ¢ He not
long ago brent a beggar in St. Botolph’s pa-
rilh.” The fame author, fays of him elfe-
where; ¢ He has been fore bitten with a
Winchefter goofe, and was not yet healed
thereof,” which was a common phrafe for
the pox at that time, becaufe the ftews were
under the jurifdition of the bifhop of Win-
chefter. And we fee, that they have been

# See Philofo. Tranf.
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under his jurifdiction as early as the year
1162,

Simon Fifh, a zealous promoter of the
reformation, in the reign of Henry the VII.
in his fupplication of beggars, prefented to
the king in 1530, fays as follows; ¢ Thefe
be they, (fpeaking of the Romifh priefts) that
corrupt the whole generation of mankind in
one realm, that catch the pocks of one woman
and bear it to another ; that be burnt with one
woman and bear it to another.”

William Bullien a phyfician in the reign
of queen Elizabeth, in a book publifhed,
called the Bulwark of Defence, printed in
1553, brings in ficknefs, demanding of health
what he would do with a difeafe called the
French pockes, health anfwers, “ he would
not that any fhould fifh for this difeafe; or to
be bold when is bitten, to think thereby to be
helped, but rather to efchewe the caufe of
this infirmity, and filthy rotten burning of
harlots.”

What has been related, {fufficiently proves
that the venereal difeafe exifted in England,
many centuries before the difcovery of Ame-
rica, under the name of burning or brenning.
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Delphini {peaks of having feen a man in-
teCed by the venereal complaintin 1491.*

Pintor, before he went to Rome, met
with an old man, aged fixty, in the {ame con-
dition, at Valencia, in Spain. This happen-
ed betore the year 1493.

7. Zacharius Platner, in his opulcula,
fays, ¢ Hoc extra dubium videtur, longé an-
tiquam India occidua inventa eft, aegritudines
fuifle obfervatas, quibus nunc venerei oppri-
muntur.t

In a letter written by Petrus Martyr, in
April 1488, we find the following words,
Petrt Martyris Anglerii mediolanenfis epift.
68. Ario Lufitano, Graecas litteras falman-
ticae profitenti, valetudinario.

In peculiarem te noftre tempeftatis mor-
bum, qui appellatione Hifpana Bubarum
dictur (ab Italis morbus Gallicus, medicorum
Elephantiam alii, alii aliter appellant), incidifle
precipitem, libero ad me feribis pede. Lu-
gubri autem elego calamitatem, aerumnafque
gemis tuas, articulorum impedimentum, in-
ternodiorum hebitudinem, jun@&urarum om-
nium dolores intenfos efle proclamas, ulce-

#* See Sauchez. 1 Ibid.
T Voyez Swediaur. Tom, 2. Introdution, p. 16.
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rum et oris feditatem fuperaddit in promis
eloquentia, conquereris, lamentaris deplo-
ras, &c.*

If there be no miftake in the date of this
letter (which I dare fay there is not) itis {uffi-
cient to make every perfon believe that this
difeafe was not carried from the Weft Indies
into Europe.

Helius Capreoli de rebus Brixianorum,
lib. 12, written in 1492, (before Columbus
arrived in Europe from America) after hav-
ing in common with Pintor and Delphini, re-
cited the calamities which they had juft ex-
perienced, and which ftill continued to exift,
oxprefles himfelf in thefe words—* Ab in-
guine mulieribus, a glande viris fepius in-
cepit; mox per univerfum corpus vagaba-
tur : fenfére id malum prefertim inconti-
nentes, contatu tamen inficiebat quoque
vicinos, audivimus omnem feré tere orbem
invafifle genus id contagionis morbum galli-

¥ Sanchez takes notice of this letter, in his treatife upon
the origin of the venereal difeale, and itis dated in his book
April 5th,1489, he thinks is molt probable it wasdated fome
years after, but he is not certain, as Swediaur has written a
good many years fince the publication of Sauchez’s treatife,
and muft have feen it ; we may conclude, that he would not
have quoted this letter, without being certain of its date.
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cum, t nuncupatum quem hac tenus, ut ele-

phantiafin ante pompeium magnum et aute
Tiberium Claudium mentagram, Italia nun

quam creditur efle pafla.”

From the preceding pages it is evident,
that the genital parts of both {exes, at all
times, and perhaps in almoft all countries,
have been fubjeét to the fame difeafes as thofe
produced at prefent by the venereal or {fyphi-
litic virus.

‘The gonorrheea of the Jews, the ulcers of
the genital parts, the mortification of the
penis, the fwelling and {uppuration of the
inguinal glands, the different excoriations,
the rhagades, &ec. all deferibed by the ancient
Greek and latin authors. Its exiftence in In-
doftan time immemorial by the name of
persian fire. 'The carbuncles and falling off
of the penis of Heron in the fifth century
at Alexandria. The different venerial af-
fections of the genital parts produced * prop-
ter decubitum cum muliere foeda”—the
cales related by the chancellor of Ozford
I. de Gaunt and Wills ; the different regula-
tion of the public fltews &ec. are fatisfattory

t It is notorious that venereal difeale went by the name
of Morbus Gallicus, for centuries after the difcovery of
America.
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proofs of the antiquity of this difeafe. We
will now proceed to fay a few words more,
in order to prove that this difeafe was not
introduced into Europe from America.

Goncalo d’Oviedo, was the firft and only
author in thofe times, ("about the.end of the
fifteenth century) who afferted that the ve-
nereal difeafe was brought from the ifland of
St. Domingo, during the fecond voyage of
Columbus, at his return, on the 8th of June,
1496. In his firft voyage, d’Oviedo has not
{poken of the venereal difeafe.* D’Oviedo
was not a phyfician, and his authority, of
confequence, is of very little importance in
deciding this queftion. We are induced to
believe that his aferibing this origin to the
verereal difeale was altogether conjeftural
from the following {entence.

D’Oviedo, qui, au rapport de Fallope, s’étoit
infecté a Naples, fut aflez ingénieux pour
gonjecturer que fon mal venant des Indes
occidentales, 1l trouveroit aufli aux Indes
le plus puiffant {pécifique ou la meilleure
recette.”’t

It {feems by this that the proofs, if they
may be called fo, of D’Oviedo are mere con-

#* See Sauchez.

1 Voyez recherches philofophiques, {ur les Americains,
par M. de Paw. tome premier. p. 17.
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je€tures. It is faid that he difcovered the
guaiacum by which he was cured.

M. de Paw,* fpeaking of the origin of this
difeafe has the following words. ¢ Ce qui
prouve, fans replique, que la pefte Vénérienne
eft née en Amérique, c’eft la quantité de
remedes auxquels les peuples de ces contrées
avoient eu recours pour en retarder les pro-
grefs extrémes : ils ufoient de plus de foixant
fimples differentes, que le danger preflant
les avoit forcés a connoitre.”

Upon fuch trifling and frivolous aflertions
do they attempt to prove that this difeafe
was introduced into Europe from America.
If we may be allowed to reafon in the fame
way as M. de Paw, has done, this difeafe
ought to have originated in that country
where there exifts its only antidote, namely
mercury.

The venereal difeafe certainly did not
exift among the aborigenes of America.

Profeflor Barton, has informed me, whofe
information on this fubject is {uperior to any
writer, that the Indians conftantly fay, that
the venereal difeafe was introduced among
them by the whites, and that they cannot
cure the difeafe; but when afflicted with 1it,

% Voyez recherches philofophiques, fur les Americains,
par M. de Paw. tom. premier. p. 17.
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always, if poffible, have recourfe to the
whites, in order to be cured.

Petrus Pintor, who wrote a book in 1500,
entitled ¢ De Morbo I'edo et Ocultis his Tem-
poribus Affligenti &c.” {ays, this difeafe (mean-
ing {yphilis) originated in all the world at
the fame time, and afcribes its origin to the
influence of the ftars, &c.—Is it poflible that
it the difeafe had been brought from the Weft
Indies, he would not have known it, and ai-
cribed it to that fource rather than to the in-
fluence of the ftars? Even allowing him to
be fuperftitious, would he not have taken no-
tice of opinions on this fubject contrary to his
own ?*

Pintor, in the fourth chapter of his work,
entitled « Aggregator Sententiarum,” fhows
that the venereal difeafe exifted in Italy eight
days after the return of Columbus into Spain,
from his firft Americanvoyage. He makes the
following obfervation: ¢ Talis Autem Epi-
demia in Urbe Romana Contigit, Anno 1493,
menfe martii, poft introitum folis in primum
minutum Arietis.”

Now the firft return into Spain of Colum-

bus, from St. Domingo, was on the 13th of
March, 1493.

¥ See Sauchez.
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Is it poffible, that the venereal difeafe, in
the fpace of eight days, fhould have been
communicated from the coaft of Spain, to
Rome?

If this difeafe had been brought from
America, would fuch a variety of caufes in
thofe times, (‘about the end of the fifteenth
century) been affigned for its origin ?—*“ As
the fatal influence of the ftars*.”—¢ The
baneful conjunétion of the planets as Jupiter,
Mercury, &c.’—“ The indifpofition of the
air.”—* From eating human fleth.”—¢ Ly-
ing with difeafed beafts ;” and a variety of
others too tedious to mention.

Each of thofe opinions, of its origin, is
given by different authors and written fhortly
after the difcovery of America—had there
indeed been any poffibility of this difeafe
having been brought from the Weft-Indies,
would' all thofe authors have afcribed it to
fuch vifionary caufes as they have-

Astruc has taken much pains to prove
that this difeafe was introduced into Europe
from St. Domingo. He fays, + that Colum-
bus arrived in Cadiz from St. Domingo in

# See Aftruc, on the venereal, vol. 1.

T See his book on the venereal, vol. 1. ch. 9.
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1496, with two fhips, on board of which
there were two hundred {oldiers infected
with the venereal disease.

D’Oviedo, who has afcribed the origin of
this difeafe to the fame fource as Adtruc,
would certainly have availed himfelf ot this
faét if it were the cafe: He (Oviedo) has
taken notice of the difeafed ftate of Colum-
bus’s {foldiers, and mentions that the ¢ Indi-
ans * in confequence of the ill treatment they
received from the Spaniards, would not fow
the Indian corn, which was their only nour-

l ithment. A dreadful famine was the confe-
quence of this obftinancy. The Spaniards
to prevent their perifhing through hunger,
were obliged to eat infeéts of every defcrip-
tion ; and thefe depraved aliments together
with the extreme humidity of the climate, in-
duced a general ficknefs: In this ftate, Co-
lumbus left St. Domingo, on the 10th of
March, 1496, on his return to Spain, having -
on board the two fhips under his command,
two hundred and twenty-five fick foldiers.
D’Oviedo does not {fay a word of the venereal
difeafe in this place ; he confines himfelf
fimply to the above ficknefs, as the following

* See Sauchez.
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extra@t will thew—¢ The half of the crew
perithed, at {fea through hunger. The ifland
was covered with the bodies of dead Indians,
the ftench of which was {o great and pefti-
lential, as to difeafe both natives and Spani-
ards*.”

It appears certain that the 200 foldiers,
who Aftruc {aid were infeéted with the vene-
real difeafe, muft have been difeafed from
famine, and the peftilence, as mentioned
above.

If this difeafe had exifted among the inha-
bitants of America, would it not have been
mentioned by fome of the numerous hifto-
rians who have written upon this country ;
which we do not find to be the cafe.

The greateft proof, (if I may fo call it),
that they have in afcribing the origin of this
difeafe to America, 1s, that the guaiacum is a
native of the Weft-Indies. This every body
will allow is no proof at all.

‘The faé&s which we have related in the
preceding pages, to prove that the venereal
difeafe was not introduced into Europe from
America, are fo pofitive, that the moft igno-
rant {ceptic cannot refufe his affent.

# See Sauchez.
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It is really ftrange to fee the inconfiftency
of the authors who have written upon this
fubje&, nearly all of them fay that the vene-
real difeafe was firft difcovered among the
Indians ; and s¢ill it is {aid, that this difeafe
was inflicted upon us, by the Supreme Being
as a punifhment for the unlawful gratification
of our venereal appetites. It is univerfally
acknowledged that the venereal propenfities
among the Indians are in a very feeble ftate,

Now, is it prefumable, that the Supreme
Being, would inflit a difeafe upon a poor
virtuous fet of people, for the unlawful gra-
tification of an appetite, which they {carcely
poflefs?

Error is never confiftent with itfelf.

Before entering upon the modus operandi
of mercury in the cure of the venereal dif-
eafe ; it will be neceflary to make a few ob-
fervations upon the venereal virus.

In thofe fubftances, where it is impofiible
to know their nature by analyfis or {feparation
of their component parts ; the only means
we have to purfue, is to ftudy fcrupulouily
their effe@ls, to compare them with thofe with
which we are beft acquainted, to remark all
their analogies, and to draw all the poffible -
conclufions.

‘f'-.:i::.
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We have no corre&t knowledge of the ve-
nereal poifon. We only know its effects, and
that it is a morbid fecretion.

It is generally faid that this difeafe was
inflicted upon us by the Supreme Being, as a
punifhment for the unlawful indulgence of
our venereal appetite- This is as foreign
from truth, as it is unjuft to our Maker. God
has nothing to do with infli¢ting difeafes upon
us. (With much reverence would I fpeak
it.) They are all the produftion of our
careleflnefs,

Does God caufe a yellow fever, or is it
caufed by our negligence, in not timely re-
moving the putrefying fubftances from our
fireets? Does God caufe a plurifly or con-
fumption, or is it the effect of not accommo-
dating our drefs to the different changes in
the atmofphere ?

I would rather fuppofe, the venereal dif-
cafe was caufed by copulating too frequent-
ly, thereby ftimulating the vagina to fuch a
degree, as to make it take on an aétion capa-
ble of fecreting this poifon.

We know that when a ftimulus is applied
to any part, dif proportioned to its excitability,
that it will caufe a morbid fecretion. This
is fufficient to account for the prodution of



- R

the difeafe, without having recourfe to fuch
a fuperftitious, and arbitrary explanation.

The venereal poifon when once formed,
is taken into the blood-veflels, and conveyed
by this means to the different parts, which we
fee affeted with this difeafe ; a&ting by its
ftimulating quality upon thofe, and in this
manner producing the venereal affetions,
which we fee in different parts of the body.

There are fats, which prove, beyond all
kind of controverfy, that this poifon is taken
into the blood-vellels.

An infefted father, has communicated this
difeafe to the feetus, by the femen during a
venereal aél, the genital parts being in a ftate
of perfet health. As a proof of this I beg
leave to make the following curious quota-
tions.

“ Un dragon de la garde du roi d’Angle-
terre étoit affecté d’un ulcére fyphilitique dans
la george, qui réfifta longtems au mercure,
pendant le traitment il cohabita avec fa fem-
me, qui n’a jamais eu accun mal fyphilitique,
et qui eft encore eu parfaite fanté. L’enfant
qui fut le fruit de ce coit fut attaqué, quelques
femaines apres la naifance, d’un ulcere {yp-
hilitique, a la george, dans le méme endroit

F
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ou le pére avoit le fien. Jai vu le pere et
le garcon, ils font maintenant tous les deux
parfaitment guéris.*”

¢“ Je fuis informé qu’il y a actuellement
une famille régnante en Europe, dont tous
les enfans font nés avec le germe vérolique
dans leur corps, et dont aucun a furvécu
jufqu’a ce qu’on fe décidata la fin d’admin-
iftrer le mercure a I’animal qui fournifloit le
lait pour la nourriture du dernier né.t”’

Thefe are pofitive faéls, that the venereal
poifon as well as mercury are taken into the
circulation.

There are feveral cafes related of the dif-
cafe being communicated by tranfplanting
teeth from apparently found perfons. i

Befides thefe, there are numerous and
well eftablithed facts, of fmall-pox being
communicated to the fwtus in utero, from the
mother labouring under this difeafe. And
may not this be the reafon, why fome perfons
cannot have the {mall-pox communicated to
them after their birth.

Children have been born with {mall pox,
who have received it in confequence of their

* Voyez Swediaur. Tom. 2. p. 10,
1 Ib. e
1 See Foot on the vencreal;4to p. 472.
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mothers labouring under the fame difeafe, a
{hort time before their birth, and the matter
obtained from the puftules of the new-born
children, has communicated the difeafe.x

This is fufficient to fhew that poifonous
{fubftances are taken into the blood-veflels,
and conveyed by them to different parts of
the body.t

An ingenious opinion has been given up-
on the action of the venereal poifon by a Dr.
Barthez  upwards of twenty years ago. He
fuppofes that a morbific action, fimilar to that
excited by the {yphilitic virus upon the gen-
ital parts, is produced in other parts, (as the
throat) {imply by {fympathy, without the virus
being immediately applied; (and that mercury
cures this difeafe by exciting a new or differ-
ent action, in confequence of which the dif-
eafe is cured or {ufpended.)

* See Foet, on the venereal, quarto, p. 468.

1 Voyez nouveaux elemens de la {cience de Phomme,
Montpellier 1778, and Swediaur. Tom. 2.

1 Mr. John Hunter has publifhed this opinion as his
own ; whether it really belongs to him or to Dr. Barthez,
the candid and unprejudiced reader will pleafe to deter-
mine.
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For fympathy to exift any where but be-

tween minds, is a phenomenon truly afton-
ithing ! :
If this theory were true, the fympathetic
action ought certainly to exilt in the throat,
always while the genitals parts are affefted;
but this is rarely, if ever, the cafe.-

According to this theory, the pains in the
bones, the venereal nodes, &c. -all ought
to exift when the genital parts are moft af
fe€ted ; but thefe affetions we never fee take
place, until the difeafe has exifted feveral
months, or even years; and almoft always
when the genital parts are perfe@ly cured, or
at leaft, the difeafe has entirely difappeared
from them. If this theory were true, I would
alk, why we never fee venereal ulcers firft
originating in the throat, in the mamma, or
in other parts of the body, produce by fym-
pathy venereal affetions in the genital parts;
whereas, if this were the cafe, thefe affec-
tions ought uniformly to take place? Sym-
pathy is always reciprocal. On the contrary,
we {ee the different venereal affetions never
are fo.
~ Is it poffible that this poifon fhould a&

'.;"_E.’_;mnly by exciting a {ympathetic action, be-

-

“tween *We genital parts and the fkin, the

£
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roots of the hair, the throat, and the dones,
while fome other parts (which every body
would think more capable of taking on a {ym-
pathetic action), thould remain entirely unat-
fected by this difeafe?

I would afk why, after having defiroyed
the venereal virus at its fource ; after having
cured the original venereal ulcers, we thould
ftill fee {yphilitic affections in other parts of
the body?

We have feen pofitive proofs that the
poifons of fyphilis and {mall-pox, are taken
into the blood-veflels, which is fufficient to
explain why different parts of the body are
affe@ted with this dif-afe.

Nature never ufes two different ways
when her work can be effected by one. My
preceptor, Dr. Ruth, has taught us to believe
that all forms of difeafe are produced by the
application of a ftimulus difproportioned to
the excitability of the part, to which itis ap-
plied. In fhort, to believe in the exiftence of
a fympathetic affection, between the differ-
ent parts of the body, where there can be no

mind, 1s as erroneous as—

ﬂ}

The poor Indian whofe untutored mind,
« §ees God in clouds or hears him in the wind.”
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AN EXPERIMENTAL INQUIRY INTO THE MO-
DUS OPERANDI OF MERCURY, IN CURING
THE LUES VENEREA.

¢ Jci la faiblefle de mon entendement m’arrete.””
Blanchet.

I AM now entering upon a fubjet, which
to treat it as it deferves, is a tafk truly diffi-
cult.

The manner in which mercury adts in cur-
ing the venereal difeafe, has always been one
of the moft inexplicable phenomena in the
fcience of medicine.

As difficult as it is, phyficians have not
been deterred from forming many ingenious
and beautiful hypothetical theories upon its
aCtion, in curing this difeafe.

To fay that mercury cures the venereal
difeafe by its weight, or by exciting a counter
irritation to that produced by the venereal
poifon, or by producing a {ympathetic ac-
tion ; is faying no more than would apply to
almoft any article in the materia medica.
Would it not be more rational to fay, that
the venereal poifon affects the lymphatic
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{yftem, more than any other part of the body ;
and that in thofe veflels it produces morbid
excitement, in the fame manner as any other
ftimulus produces morbid excitement in the
blood-veflels. Now mercury aling upon
the lymphatics, deplete in the fame manner,
as the lancet does in removing morbid ex-
citement from the blood-veflels. Infhort, mer-
cury is to the lymphatics, what the lancet is
to the blood-veflels.

T
——

The following Experiments were made in
order to afcertain the manner in which mer-
cury aéts in curmg the Venereal Difeafe.

First Ser:fs -:;f Exﬁfnmfnrs.

FKPERIME\TT 1.

I inoculated my fellow-ftudent, Mr.
Wootton, on the right arm, with {yphilitic
matter, which was obtained from a chancre
about an hour before: the part gradually in-
flamed, and in the fpace of four days, a com-
plete chancre was formed.

EXPERIMENT 2,

At the fame time, and with a portion of the
{ame {yphilitic matter, mixed with an equal
quantity of calomel, I inoculated Mr. Woot-
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It is certain from the preceding experi-

ments, that mercury being mixed with fmall-
pox matter, does not prevent that difeafe

from being communicated, but by mixing
it with venereal matter, feems to bave a con-
trary effect.

To afcertain how f{mall a portion of the
{yphilitic virus would communicate this dif-
eafe, and to fee how {mall a portion of mer-
cury would prevent it from being taken, I
made the two tollowing experiments.

EXPERIMENT 6.

I diffolved about the fixth part of a grain
of fyphilitic virus (obtained from a large ve-
nereal ulcer) in one ounce of water. I intro-
duced about a fourth of a drop of this folu-
tion into the right arm. There was no
chancre nor the {malleft inflammation pro-

duced.
EXPERIMENT 7.

Into the above mentioned {olution I dif-
folved half a grain of corrofive fublimate,
and inoculated the {fame perfon, on the left
arm ; at the fame time, and with the fame
quantity as mentioned in the preceding ex-
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formed, took at this time, (while the inflam-
mation exifted) a purge of calomel and jalap.
Could this have prevented a chancre from
taking place ?

My friends Dr. Arthur, and Alexander
May, affifted me in making experiments with
fome of the fame matter as mentioned in ex-
periments 6, 7, 8, & 9. A chancre was pro-
duced in none of their experiments.

In Cullen’s materia medica, under the ar-
ticle mercury, we find the following experi-

ment related.
“ A phyfician took a quantity of matter

from a venereal chancre, and mixing it with
a quantity of Plenk’s gummy folution of mer-
cury, he applied this mixture to a found
perfon, but could not find that it produced
chancre or any other f{yphilitic fymptom.”
Dr. Cullen thought it very probable that the
gummy folution might render the mercury
nert.

To {ee if there were any foundation for
the Doctor’s conjecture, I made the following

flow of falavia (in confequence of taking mercury) fhould
ceafe upon the remiffion of a paroxifm of fever, or upon be-
ing feized with a diarrhea. I have frequently feen faliva-
tion alternate with the paroxifms of fever, at the city hof-
pital, in time of the yellow fever of 1799, and twice with a
diarrhea in the fame place.
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largely, ufed to wafh the parts in milk and
water, in a tea-cup with fome lint, and gene-
rally let the lint lie in the cup with the milk.
A little boy in the houfe, {tole the milk and
drank it: but whether or not he fwallowed
the lint, was not known. Nothing happened
that could give the leaft fufpicion of his hav-
ing been affected either locally in the fto-
mach, or conftitutionally.”*

Mr. Hunter, alfo mentions, that ¢“a gen-
tleman had a moft violent gonorrheea, in which
both the inflammation and difcharge were re-
markably great. He had alfo a chordee,
which was very troublefome at night ; in or-
der to cool the parts, and keep them clean,
he had a bafon of milk by the bed-fide, in
which, when the cordee was troublefome, he
got up and dipped, or walhed the penis.
This operation he frequently repeated in the
night. Under fuch complaints, he allowed a
young lady to fleep with him; her cuftom
was, to have by her bed-fide, a bafon of tea
to drink in the morning before the got up;
but unfortunatly for the lady, the drank one
morning, the milk inftead of the tea; but
nothing uncommon happened, for at leaft

many months.”
* See Hunter on the venereal,
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was introduced into the left arm of a young
negro lad ; it did not prevent a chancre from
being formed in the {pace of three days.

EXPERIMENT 12.

At the fame time, a fimilar experiment
was performed upon another perfon with the
fame refult. *

EXPERIMENT 13.

A portion of {mall-pox matter, was inti-
mately mixed with an equal quantity of the
gaftric juice, (as mentioned in the two pre-
ceding experiments), with this mixture two
children were inoculated both of whom had
the {mall-pox in the ufual manner.* '

We {ee by the preceding experiments, that

the gaftrie juice, when mixed with the poifon-.

ous fecretions of {yphilis and fmall-pox, has
no power of decompofing or rendering them
inert, at leaft, when out of the ftomach.

Poifons not producing their effeéts when

taken into the ftomach can only be Exf)lained
upon the principles of Dr. Rufh.t

* Thefe three lalt experiments were made as foon as
poflible after the gaftric juice was obtained from the {tom-
ach.

1 He has ingenioufly divided the body into feven fyl-
tems; upon each of which, all the different kinds of limu-
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EXPERIMENT 14.

I inoculated on the right arm a man with
venereal matter mixed with an equal quan-
tity of a {folution of the fulphate of copper, of
the firength of one fcruple to an ounce of
water. It did not prevent a chancre from
taking place.

EXPERIMENT 1s5.

At the fame time, I inoculated the fame
perfon on the left arm with venereal matter,
mixed with an equal quantity of a folution of
the fulphate of iron, of the ftrength of one
fcruple to an ounce of water. It did not pre-
vent a chancre from taking place.

¢ EXPERIMENT 16. 4

At the fame time, I inoculated the fame
perfon on the left arm with fome of the fame
matter mixed with an equal quantity of the
oxide of mercury, or precipitate per se. It
prevented a chancre from taking place.

: It is evident from the preceding experi-
ments, that when mercury comes in contact

lants appear to have fome particular action; but are by no
means more confined to them than the different forms of

difeafe are.
H
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with the {yphilitic virus, it either renders it
entirely inert, or changes its nature in {fuch a
manner, as to render it incapable of produc-
ing the venereal difeafe.

We can as eafily conceive this to be the
cafe, as that an acid fhould deftroy an alkali,
or render it inert. We may as readily believe
that an elective attraction thould take place
between the venereal matter and mercury, as
between nitric acid and mercury, or any other
agents ufed in chemiftry.

It will not be improper here to take notice
of an opinion which has been lately offered
to explain the modus operandi of mercury, in
the cure of the venereal difeafe. The opinion
alluded 1o, is this: that the anti-venereal pro-
perties of mercury depend entirely upon the
oxigene which is contained in its different
preparations. It is faid, that mercury is abfor-
bed and carried into the blood-veflels, in the
form of oxide, or mercurial {alt, and that the
mercury leaves the oxigene and pafles off un-
der its metalic ftate, as a foreign body, from
the mafs of blood, by perfpiration or other
excretions.*

The arguments that have been adduced
in fupport of this opinion, are at firlt fight

* Voyez Swediaur, tome 2.

. .
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plaufible ; but they can neither ftand the teft
of reafon nor experiment.

It cannot be the oxigene contained in the
preparations of mercury, that cure the vene-
real difeafe ; becaufe we take into the blood-
vellels more oxigene in a few infpirations,
than is contained in a quantity of the muri-
ate of mercury fufficient to cure a dozen cafes
of {yphilis. Befides, the blue pill and mercu-
rial ointment, are not in a ftate of oxide, as is
fatisfactorily proved by the experiments of
Mr. Leg.*

We have {een that the poifons of {yphilis
and fmall-pox, are takeninto the blood-veflels.
The fame faét is equally true, when applied
to mercury.

Our not being able to fee thofe fubftances
in the blood-veflels, is no proof of their not
exilting in them.

If mercury was not taken into the blood-
vellels, how could it cure venereal ulcers,
and other external {yphilitic affe@ions?

Bodeloque,t informs us that mercury has
been detected in the liquor amnii of a woman,
who had taken large quantities of it.

* See Medical Repofitory, vol. 4.
T See Bodeloque’s Midwifery, vol, 1.
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A piece of gold will be turned white by
rubbing it on the body of a perfon that is {a-
livated®*

Watches, rings, or other gold jewels, will
begin to whiten from the moment that mer-
cury enters the mafs of blood; or when it
begins to pafs off by perfpiration.t Now I
will thank any perfon to inform me, how this
can be effected without mercury being taken
into the circulation.

Swediaur} informs us, that a guilder in
Paris was falivated by the fumes of mercury,
to fuch a degree, that his legs and thighs
were very much {welled, and there came
upon them a great many blifters, which dif-
charged an abundance of thick ferous water,
which was kept in pots.  After a certain time
there was depofited in them globules of mer-
cury.

We are informed by numerous authori-
ties, and thofe too the moft refpectable, that
mercury in its crude ftate, has been found in
different parts of the body.

In order to prove that mercury can exift

# See Flack on mercury.,
1 Voyez Swediaur, tom. 2.
1 Ibid. tom. 2, p. 369.
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in the blood-veflels, the following experi-
ments were made.

..............

Second Series of Experiments.
EXPERIMENT 1.

I injected into one of the jugular veins
of a fmall dog, one ounce of quickiilver:—
Immediately after its introduction, the action
of the heart and arteries appeared to be in-
creafed, attended with a refpiration fomewhat
laborious. He appeared rather dull for two
or three days, but gradually recovered his
former aflivity, and appears now to be in

perfe@ health. It is more than three weeks
fince this experiment was performed.

EXPERIMENT 2.

One scruple of calomel with three drachms
of pump water were inje€ted into one of the
jugular veins of a puppy. In eleven minutes
after it was introduced, he tried {everal times
to vomit. In forty minutes he difcharged
feeces—in forty-five there was a great fecre-
tion of faliva—in fifty minutes a h&@morrhage
from the nofe—and in fixty he died.*

* My fellow ftudent, Mr. Rowan, was prefent at the
two lalt mentioned experiments.
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EXPERIMENT s.

I injeted into one of the jugular veins of
a bitch, half a drachm of precipitate per se
with three drachms of pump water. She
died in fixteen minutes. She had no fecre-
tion of faliva.

EXPERIMENT 4.

I injeted into one of the jugular veins of
a dog, eight grains of calomel, with three
drachms of pump water.

In 30 minutes he puked a great deal, and
in 60 he difcharged feeces. There was a
very confiderable {ecretion of faliva, which
continued until he died. It had not the mer-
curial fetor. He died in 17 hours. .

EXPERIMENT 5.

I injected into one of the jugular veins of
a fmall bitch, four grains of calomel with two
drachms of pump water. She died in thirty-
{ix hours. There was no fecretion of faliva.

EXPERIMENT 6.
I injeéted into one of the jugular veins of
a dog,two grains of calomel with two drachms
of water. Itdid not produce death. He ap-
peared to fuffer very little from the experi-
ment. He now appears to be in perfeé health.
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EXPERIMENTAL PROOFS THAT THE LUES
VENEREA, AND GONORRHOEA, ARE TWO
DISTINCT FORMS OF DISEASE.

b1

IT is an unfortunate truth, and much to
be regretted, that moft phyficians, had rather
theorize, than experiment.

All opinions in medicine, in order to be
lafting, ought to confift of the pure and fimple
expreflion of faéts.

It has been a fubjet of much debate and
is ftill the cafe at prefent, whether the lues
venerea and gonorrhea are one and the fame,
or two diftin¢t forms of difeafe.

THe arguments that have been adduced
to prove that the {yphilis and gonorrhoea are
the fame difeafe, are fo well known, that it
would be unneceflary to introduce them in °
this place.

i

The following experiments, compared
with the preceding, it is hoped, will be {uffi-
cient to eftablifh the difference between the
fecretions of {yphilis and gonorrhea.
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an was inoculated on the right arm. There
was no inflammation produced.

EXPERIMENT 5.

I inoculated my friend Mr. Thom{on, on
the right arm with gonorrhoeal matter.
There was no inflammation produced.

EXPERIMENT 6.

At the fame time Mr. Thomfon, was in-
oculated with fome of the {fame gonorrhoeal
matter, mixed with an equal quantity of a
gummous folution of mercury, of the follow-
ing proportions. Quickf{ilver fixteen grains,
gum arabic two {cruples, water eight ounces.
There was no inflammation produced.

EXPERIMENT 7.

I inoculated a {ervant man, on the right
arm with gonorrheeal matter juft obtained
from the penis. There was no chancre nor
the leaft inflammation produced.

EXPERIMENT s.

At the fame time, I inoculated the fame
perfon, (as mentioned in the preceding expe-
riment) on the left arm with gonorrheeal mat-
ter mixed with calomel. There was no chan-
ere nor the fmalleft inflammation produced.
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EXPERIMENT o9,

Three weeks from the time, when the ex-
periment was performed upon me by Dr. Bar-
ton. I was inoculated with fome freth gon-
orrheeal matter on the right fore arm. There
was no chancre nor the leaft inflammation
produced.

EXPERIMENT 10.

At the fame time, and with fome of the
fame matter mixed intimately with a weak f{o-
lution of nitric acid, I inoculated myfelf on
the left fore arm. There was no chancre
formed; but fome little inflammation, caufed,
I fuppofe, by the acid, which foon went off.

EXPERIMENT 11.

I inoculated Mr. Rowan* on the right
fore arm with fome of the gonorrhoeal matter,
as ufed in the two laft mentioned experiments.
There was no inflammation produced.

EXPERIMENT 12.
At the fame time, and with fome of the

fame gonorrhoeal matter, as ufed in the pre-
ceding experiment, mixed with a weak folu-

* This experiment was made two weeks after the third
experiment.
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on the left fore arm. There was no inflam-
mation prnduced.

EXPERIMENT 13.

I inoculated Mr. Thompfon, a ftudent of
medicine, a {econd time (ten days after the
firlt experiment was performed upon him) on
the right arm with fome of the gonorrhoeal
matter, as ufed in the preceding experiment.
There was no inflammation produced.

EXPERIMENT 14.

At the fame time I inoculated Mr. Thom-
fon, on the left arm, with fome of the fame
gonorrhoeal matter, mixed with gum arabic.
There was no inflammation produced.

EXPERIMENT 15.

Two pieces of lint well foaked in frefh
gonorrhoeal matter, (‘which I was informed
was perfectly virulent) were applied behind
the glands penis under the prepuce, and fuf-
fered to remain two days and a half. There
was no chancre, nor the leaft inflammation
produced.






It appears from the following experiments,
that the dogs, &c. are not capable of being
infected with the veneral disease.
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EXPERIMENT 1.

I inoculated a dog, on the under fide of
each ear, with venereal matter ; and alfo ap-
plied a portion of the fame matter to each
eye. There was not the {malleft inlamma-
tion produced, either in his eyes, or on the

under fide of the ears.
EXPERIMENT 2.

I inoculated a cat, with venereal matter,

there was no inflammation produced.
EXPERIMENT 3.

A large portion of venereal matter, was
diffolved in two drachms of water, and in-
jected into the vagina of a bitch. It did not

produce the difeafe.
EXPERIMENT 4.

I inoculated a dog, on the inner fide of
each ear, with gonorrhoeal matter, and alfo
applied fome of the fame matter to each eye.
There was no inflammation produced, either

in his eyes or on the under {ide of his ears.
EXPERIMENT 5.

I diffolved a large portion of gonorrhoeal
matter, in water, {o much fo, that it was quite
turbid ; and injected it into the eyes and nof-
trils of a cat, apparently in perfeét health.
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From the experiments made by Mr. Hun-
ter, and ‘myfelf, it is fatisfactorily proved,
that thofe animals cannot be affec¢ted with the
venereal difeafe ; and we mulflt believe M. de
Paw, is as much miftaken on this {ubject, as
he is concerning the origin of this difeafe.

Before clofing this eflay, I cannot forbear
mentioning that the difficulty of the fubjects
and the time in which they were written, has
unavoidably prevented the preceding pages
from being handled in fuch a fatisfactory man-
ner as could be withed. Thofe who read to
find fault, will not be difappointed; but thofe
who are more candidly difpofed, will at leaft
fay, that I have attempted to inveftigate an
obfcure part of the {fcience of medicine.

Each of the Profeflors in the Univerfity
of Pennfylvania will pleafe # accept my

thanks for the information I have received

from their lectures.

Myformer preceptor, Dr. Beanes, will alfo,
pleafe m accept mybeft refpeéts, for the many
attentions I have received from him.

I begleave in this place to return my beft
thanks to Dr. Phyfick for the information I
have received from his valuable lectures up-
on the operative part of furgery.

FINIS.
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