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unreasonable assumption, even if the assumption were
not contradicted by adverse facts, that their learning
was in any sense the direct causc of their infidelity.
It is more fairly to be presumed, that in the absorbing
pursuit of other studics, the claims of religion were
never subjected by them to a candid and careful exam-
ination.

Sir Isnac Newton was at first a clamorous unbe-
liever, but on a careful investigation of the claims of
christianity, he found causc to change his opinions.
The celebrated Dr. Edmund Halley was once arguing
with him against the scriptures, when Sir Isaac cut
him short with words like these: “Dr. Halley, I am
always delighted to hear you speak of astronomy, or
other parts of mathematics, for these subjects you
have studied, and I know you understand them; but
Sir, you should let christianity alone, for that sub-
ject you have not studied. I have, and I am certain
that you know nothing of the matter” I am per-
suaded that a similar reproof might be justly admin-
istered to nine in ten of the educated infidels of any
country. Dr. Johnson observed that ‘““no honest man
could be a deist, for no man could be so, after a fair
examination of the proofs of christianity.” On the
name of Hume being mentioned to him, “No, sir,” said
he, “ Hume owned to a clergyman in the bishopric of
Durham, that he had never read the New Testament
with attention.”

A young lawyer in company with others of his pro-
fession was dining once at Poughkeepsie, in this state,
with Alexander Hamilton, a name ever to be mentioned
with reverence and tears, and in the course of the
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Jdinner, wishing to promote hilarity, he ventured a story
the point of which was to cast ridicule upon christians
and their creed. When he was done, instead of the
responsive merriment which he hoped would be excited,
Hamilton gravely asked him if he knew what he had
been talking of? Seeing the young man overwhelmed
with embarrassment, he added that he had not design-
ed to give him pain, but to call his attention to his own
case. “Not many months ago,” said he, “I was as
you are, doubtful of the truths of christiamty, but
some circumstances turned my thoughts to the inves-
tigation of that subject, and I now think differently.”
This anecdote is given on the authority of bishop
Chase, who received it from the lips of the very indi-
vidual to whom Hamilton administered his reproot.

It would be easy to show from the written and pub-
lished confessions of many converted infidels, and from
authentic admissions of infidels who were never con-
verted, so far as is known to men, that, as a general
thing, infidelity has had its origin from men’s ignorance
rather than their knowledge ; and that your learned
unbelievers have been those who, from the absorbing
nature of their other studies, or from distaste for this,
have been led wholly to neglect the study of religion,
and have formed their opinions solely from their pre-
judices, or from the slanders of enemies as ignorant
and as prejudiced as themselves.

But it is assumed that there is something especially
hostile to religion in the study and practice of the noble
science of medicine. On what ground this assump-
tion stands, I am utterly unable to conceive. My own
judgment, formed upon a simple consideration of appa-
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world to come; that you should accompany them down
to the very gate of death, and see it open to receive
them, and whisper in their ears no thonght of God and
Heaven, and make no effort to direct their fainting vision
to the cross of the sin-atoning Jesus? Oh, how might
you in innumerable instances be ministers of heavenly
consolation and immortal hopes to those whom your skill
suffices not to rescue from the grave! I will even ven-
ture the opinion that your very skill as physicians might
be made more effectual by uniting with it the soothing
influences of christian encouragement and prayer. And
I must here take the liberty to express my entire dissent,
confirmed by no little experience, from the superlative
and most unwise caution of those physicians who would
exclude the ministers of religion from the bed-sides of
their patients, from an apprehension that injury would
be done them by the admission of such visits. I know
that in many cases, nothing is more important to the sick
than rest and quiet, but I have yet to meet with the first
case, in my own observation, in which the voice of chris-
tian sympathy and prayer has not rather tended to pro-
mote quiet than to disturb it. Its influence is to calm
more than to agitate,

The minister of religion must know how to con-
duct himself in the presence of the sick, as well as the
physician, and if he understands his duty, I affirm that
his visits and offices in their chambers will rather aid
than hinder the efficacy of medical advices. But if, as
you sometimes think, the visits of ministers cannot be
allowed, how much more important does it seem that
you yourselves should be qualified to perform their func-
tions? It is possible that at certain critical moments












