The nervous system.

Contributors
National Library of Medicine (U.S.)

Publication/Creation
New York : Appleton, 1882.

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/jp34nj5z

License and attribution

This material has been provided by This material has been provided by the
National Library of Medicine (U.S.), through the Medical Heritage Library. The
original may be consulted at the National Library of Medicine (U.S.) where the
originals may be consulted.

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/




































































































































































































62 THE NERVOUS SYSTEM.

stronger stimulus. A new phenomenon occurs, the reflex
act is no longer limited to the leg of the same side, but
the other leg or foot makes an effort to brush away the
offending body. Thus it would seem that the stronger

Fig. 24.

stimulus so powerfully excites the sensory nerves that the
impression passes across to the opposite side of the
spinal cord and thus excites the opposite motor nerves
(B, Fig. 24).

The most reasonable explanation of these and similar
phenomena appears to be, that the spinal cord contains
certain ganglia or groups of nerve-cells, which when
stimulated cause several muscles to contract in an
associated manner. Under all ordinary circumstances,and
before the animal is decapitated, the stimulus to this
movement 1s any irritation of the skin; the sensory
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