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We are convinced that he is the one who first resorted to
ethereal inhalation for the purpose of producing insensibility to
pain in a patient while undergoing a surgical operation; and
that he is the one who first succeeded in effecting this result.
He was, indisputably, the first to urge the anwesthetic properties
of the vapor of ether upon the attention of the medical profession;
and thus succeeded in establishing the practice of anssthetic
inhalation.

We therefore take great pleasure, and at the same time per-
form an act of duty, in recommending the claims of Dr. Morton
to the favorable consideration of our fellow citizens; and would
cordially urge upon them the propriety of showing their estimate
of his services by a substantial acknowledgment, such as is
manifestly due from an enlightened community to one who has
conferred upon its members so inestimable a benefit.

‘We may refer to the annals of medicine in the Old World for
many instances in which analogous discoveries of less moment
have been recognized and paid for by European governments,
sometimes even before their true value had been ascertained. The
length of time which has elapsed since the adoption of etheriza-
tion has only the more firmly established its position by demon-
strating its safety and developing its usefulness.

Our National Government has admitted the justice and im-
portance of Dr. Morton’s claims in the introduection of ethereal
anmsthesia, but has neglected to provide the proper reward.

Under these circumstances the plan of individual contribution
has been successfully resorted to by the citizens of Boston and
New York as the best suited to the temper of our people, and
the most likely to reach a satisfactory conclusion.

An opportunity is now offered to the citizens of Philadelphia
to unite with their neighbors in the same work of benevolence and
justice; and it is in this that we earnestly desire to interest them.

We sincerely hope that our townsmen, in whose liberality and
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AFPENDIX A,

THE NEW YORK APPEAL.

The Medical Profession have, from the earliest ages, felt the need of
some safe and efficient agent for annulling pain.

The ordinary anodynes, long in use, have never supplied this defi-
ciency, and the various new agents which, within the past sixty or eighty
years, have been substituted for these, have, until recently, proved either
too dangerous or too unreliable to be employed in general practice.

Wine and strong alcoholie drinks, given in such quantity as to induce
intoxication, were occasionally employed, even before the commence-
ment of the present century, for rendering persons insensible to the pain
of surgical operations. With the same end in view, some surgeons,
addressing the intellect, were in the habit of exciting sndden fear, alarm,
or astonishment, to divert the attention of their patients. Others, again,
resorted to the uncertain and inexplicable influence of mesmerism.
Still more recently, the nitrous oxide gas, administered by inhalation,
has, as originally suggested by Sir Humphrey Davy, been employed for
producing temporary loss of consciousness. But this, too, after a fair
trial, has failed, and the hopes founded upon it have proved nugatory
and delusive. So that, up to this point, the want of a reliable agent for
rendering the human body insensible to pain—a want so long felt, and
to obviate which so many fruitless efforts had been made—was still to
be supplied. That want, however, has since been fully met.

The first great trinmph of placing in the hands of the profession an
agent capable of rendering the patient safely, and at will, utterly insen-
sible to the stroke of the surgeon’s knife, was in detecting and estab-
lishing by experiment the an®sthetic powers of sulphuric ether. For
this discovery the world is indebted to Dr. Wm. T. G. Morton, of
Boston.

Whatever may have been the steps preliminary to this remarkable
discovery, Dr. Morton’s claim to it is established beyond all contro-
versy, and his merit in this respect, with those who have taken the trou-
ble to inform themselves on the subject, can be no longer a question of
dispute.

Nor can the importance of his early investigations and experiments
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under the guidance of Providence, in reference to the properties and
uses of ether, be, at the present day, too highly estimated. The intro-
duction of this agent as an anwsthetie, and of the various other agents
of the same class—as chloroform, amyline, and the like—to which this
directly led, has done more for the mitigation of human suffering than
any other discovery, with the exception, perhaps, of vaccination, for
which the world is indebted to medical science in either ancient or
modern times.

The benefit derived from these newly discovered agents is not confined
to the hardier procedures of operative surgery. They are now in hourly
requisition in every quarter of the civilized world for suspending all
sense of suffering during the severest throes of childbirth, for arresting
convulsions, for relaxing spasms, for suspending volition and overcoming
muscular resistance during the reduction of fractures and dislocations,
for allaying restlessness, wakefulness, and morbid excitability; even for
assuaging the pangs of approaching dissolution, not to speak of the
almost innumerable minor uses to which they are applied, as well in the
investigation as in the treatment of disease.

In view of these advantages from the use of anmstheties, we feel that
Dr. Morton—the first to demonstrate their safety and efficiency, and to
establish them in general practice, has conferred a boon upon humanity
as imperishable as it is important, and one of such a character as to
entitle him to rank among the benefactors of mankind.

As members of the medical profession in the city of New York, and
as physicians and surgeons to the various hospitals and infirmaries in
this city and its vicinity, we therefore rejoice to learn that a movement
has been commenced by our professional brethren and other gentlemen
of Boston, to establish a national testimonial, by voluntary subscriptions,
for the benefit of Dr. Morton. In this movement, after full delibera-
tion and consultation among ourselves, we are ready to participate in
accordance with the plan of those who originated it, which plan is set
forth by the gentlemen of Boston in the following terms :—

We propose that a national subseription be instituted, the avails of
which shall be paid into the hands of THoMAS B. CurTis and CHARLES
H. Mivris, Esquires, as Trustees—to be held, appropriated, and invested
upon such trusts, and for such uses, for the benefit of Dr. Morron, as
the Trustees may determine,

The following gentlemen, as bankers, have agreed to receive for the
Trustees any sums paid to them for the purpose above mentioned : —

James BrowN, New York. Browx, Broruers & Co., Philadelphia.

W. H. GrauaM, Baltimore. JAMEs ADpGeR, Charleston.
SamueL NicrorsoN & Co., New Orleans.
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discoverers, and in applications to Congress to induce them to reimburse
him for his actnal expenditures.*

A handsome beginning for the collection of this sum has already been
made, though much remains to be done. The fund has received, as was
most fitting, from the medical institutions of Boston and vicinity, and
from eminent and wealthy persons residing in that seat of literature and
science, munificent subscriptions. New York, too, represented in the
same. way by her medical institutions, and her wealthy citizens, has
shown an equal promptitude in discharging this debt of honor, too long
owing to a nation’s benefactor.

Such is a brief and general statement of the objects to be accom-
plished, and the present state of the enterprise.

It is not necessary to argue at any great length for the character or
success of this undertaking. That would be almost an insult to the long
list of men distinguished in all the professions, and honorably known in
commerce or in the more secluded walks of private life, who now appeal
to the public at large to do justice in this matter. To doubt its snccess
would be to challenge the sincerity of the great bulk of the medical
profession in Massachusetts, New York, and Philadelphia, who ask
subseriptions to this fund; would be to say, that the world had gone
back in the present century, and that the justice given to Jenner who
conquered smallpox in the last century, would be denied to Morton,
who may be said to have conquered pain in this.

It may not be out of place, however, to recall here the universal thrill
of joy that was felt when it was first announced to the world, how the
subtle spirit of ether would almost everywhere subdue pain, in the
severest surgical operations, in the pangs of parturition, in the number-
less cases at the hospitals, on battle-fields in time of war, in cottages, “in
piping times of peace,” removing, as has been well said, ‘‘half the primal
carse,” and more than justifying the unstinted praise of the foregoing
appeal of the medical profession in New York, which says :—

““In view of these advantages from the use of anwmsthetics, we feel that
Dr. Morton—the first to demonstrate their safety and efficiency, and to
establish them in general practice—has conferred a boon upon humanity
as unperishable as it is important, and one of such a character as to
entitle him to rank among the benefactors of mankind.”

Neither is this the place or time to set forth as they deserve the labors
and the sufferings which Dr. Morton has undergone in the twelve years
which have succeeded his great discovery. The story of his wrongs, his
patience, his perseverance, his unconquerable energy, his poverty, his

# Vide p. 449, ** Trials of a Public Benefactor,” by N. P. Rice. J. B. Lippincott

& Co., Phila.dalihia.





































































