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TESTIMONIAL

OF MEMEBERS OF THE MEDICAL PROFESEION OF PHILADELPHIA,
IN BEHALF OF WM, T. G. MORTON, M.D.

To raEiR FElLow CITIZENS:
February 15, 1860,

The vast importance of the effect of the inhalation of ether in preventing and suspending
pain has long ceased to be a matter of doubt among the members of the medieal profession, and
is too well known to the intelligent citizens of Philadelphia to need any further exposition.
Etherization has been tested in countless instances, under a great variety of circumstances, during
more than twelve years of constant employment by thousands of operators; and the result of this
unsurpassed experience is decisive in confirmation of its safety and efficiency as a suppressor of
physical suffering, and a powerful assistant of the healing art.

Believing, therefore, that anmsthetic inhalation is the most available and potent means of
alleviating pain yet employed in the practice of surgery; and, consequently, that it is one of the
greatest gifts to humanity of the present age, we cannot but regard the original and successful
introducer of this invaluable boon as entitled to the warm gratitnde of mankind.

We believe the practical originator of anmsthetic inhalation to be Dr. William T. G. Morton,
of Boston, Mass., in whose behalf we are happy to bear witness in this testimonial.

We are convineed that he is the one who first resorted to ethereal inhalation for the purpose
of producing insensibility to pain in a patient while undergoing a surgical operation; and that
he is the one who firet suceeeded in effecting thiz result. He was, indisputably, the first to urge
the anmsthetic properties of the vapor of ether upon the attention of the medical profession; and
thus succeeded in establishing the practice of anmsthetis inhalation.

We therefore take great plessure, and at the same time perform an act of duty, in recom-
mending the elaims of Dr. Morton to the favorable consideration of our fellow citizens; and would
cordially urge upon them the propriety of showing their estimate of his services by a substantial
acknowledgment, such as is manifestly doe from an enlightened community to one who has
conferred upon its members so inestimable a benefit.

We may refer to the annals of medicine in the Old World for many instances in which
analogous discoveries of less moment have been recognized and paid for by Huropean govern-
ments, sometimes even before their true value had been aseertained. The length of time which
has elapsed since the adoption of etherization has only the more firmly established its position
by demonstrating its safety and developing its usefulness.

Our National Government has admitted the justice and importance of Dr. Morton's claims in
the introduction of ethereal anmsthesia, but has neglected to provide the proper reward.

Under these cireumstances the plan of individual contribution has been successfully resorted
to by the citizens of Boston and New York as the best suited to the temper of our people, and
the most likely to reach a satisfactory conclusion. .

An opportunity is now offered to the citizens of Philadelphia to unite with their neighbors
in the same work of benevolence and justice; and it is in this that we earnestly desire to interest
them.

We sincerely hope that our townsmen, in whose liberality and sense of right we have great
confidence, may join us in rendering the tribute to his merits and necessities which has elsewhere
been accorded to him, and which we believe him to deserve.
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