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statesman, was deputed by the French Government to
examine and make a report of the education system
of Prussia. His report appeared in thirty-two, and
being immediately followed by the action of the gov-
ernment, greatly improved the French system of edu-
cation. Time will not allow us to dwell any longer
with these foreign systems of education. Such as wish
to study correctly and fully, the theory and workings
of the European Systems of Education, I will refer to
President Bache’s Report to the Trustees of the Girard

College. This is a volume of more ability, and one

affording more valuable, practical assistance than any
work that has been published in this country. In this
very difficult and laborious effort, President Bache has
conferred on his country an immeasurable good.

Let us then, return home, and look over these twen-

_ty-six independent states. Here is a whole nation

unarmed ! 'The asylum of a world,—inviting all to
come and partake of this inheritance of liberty!
Where all power and protection is, not in a military,
posted at every corner of our streets, passing our win-
dows every hour with waving plumes and gleaming
blades, and tramping the earth with bayonet and
sabre; no! but in the boys and girls of the land, going
from their homes to their schools, carrying the Testa-
ment and the Spelling book—the boys and girls of our
Common Schools, the true standing army of a free
people.—{ Great applause.)—Here is not a high gilded
throne, lifting one crowned head over all—Here are
not armed citadels and fortresses, but 50,000 Common
Schools! Each school a Sentinel of Liberty—a Light
House of Freedom.—( Applause.)—Here is not a society
with its thousand abuses to reform ; with its half fed
untaught millions, crying for food and guidance at the
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and the darkness -comprehendeth it not” if Common
Schools are neglected. You will keep in mind that
nineteen out of twenty, receive from Common Schools
all their ability to read the Bible, and that these must
read understandingly, or otherwise as these schools are
improved or worthless. A great part of the reading
with the majority of the people is so wordy, so mechani-
cal, so feeble, that the thought makes no lodgement, the
truth no conviction. A well trained school-master with
his primer, must precede the school-master with his
Bible. There are in the United States, according to
the census of the general government taken in 1840,
546,769 white adults over twenty years of age, unable
to read ; and 672,442 children between the ages of five
and sixteen without the instruction, or the means of a
Common School education!! And yet we resolve to
give the Bible to every child and youth in the United
States—a good resolution ; but should we not also re-
golve, that every child and youth in the United States
shall be taught to read a copy of the Bible. The
reason that we sow so many seeds by the printed page,
and see so few flowers, is, the people are not taught to
read intelligently and with abiding convictions. A
tract distributor passed me a few days since and handed
a sailor a tract. 'The sailor turned it overand up side
down, and said “I can’t read,” and dropped the tract on
the ground. *Has our whole duty been discharged by
handing the sailor a tract ?” said a reverend gentleman
to me, now three years since, “I have just completed
a tour for distributing the Bible under the direction of
the American Bible Society. Seven hundred and two
Bibles have been left by me, but unless teachers are
sent to teach the people to read them, I had better go
and bring back at least five hundred of the copies.”
2 :
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duce a garrison, sheltered by a huge mud fort. Had
the walls been of timber, the besiegers might have
burnt them. Had they been of stone, even blocks of
granite, they might have breached them by their can-
non. But the vast passive mound received the iron
missiles without effect—they just closed in and were
dead. And the mighty engines of attack and demoli-
tion were paralyzed and powerless. So it is with the
preacher when he preaches to the ignorant, (a strong
sensation in the audience,) “ seeing they see not, neither
do they understand.” And I most respectfully beg
leave to remind the learned clergymen present, in the
quaint language of South, the English sermonizer, “ the
school-master often mars what the preacher never
mends.” The preacher should not only see that the
truth falls from his lips, but also that the people are
capable of receiving it. Now, we ring the Sabbath
bell long and loud, but forget to unlock the church
door—(the mind.) The invitation goes out to the
people to come and hear, but the bolted door of igno-
rance forbids them to enter.

The blessings of a Free Press are also dependant on
good Common Schools. My friends, whatis the Ameri-
can newspaper press? Fifteen hundred in number;
pouring annually upon the wings of the wind, to hide
from us the sun of truth, ten millions of printed sheets ;
and these damp sheets are falling upon us every morn-
ing as thick as snow-flakes in a snow-storm; and the
people are eagerly gazing upward, with mouth, and
eyes, and hands, wide open, ready to swallow raven-
ously every thing that drops.—(Applause.)—What are
these damp sheets filled with. After a few honorable
exceptions, with crime made an amusement ;—see de-
tailed criminal and crim. con. cases—with demorali-
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