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THE AUTHOR’S PREFACE, XXIx

the improvement of his knowledge; so that at length,
after many years’ experience, he may fix upon such a
method of curing any particular disease, as he need not
in the least depart from.

17. But the publishing particular observations is not
so useful, in my opinion; for if the observer only intends
to inform us that a particular disease hath yielded once,
or oftener, to such a medicine; of what agvanta e is it
to me that a single medicine, which I knew not before, is
added to the immense stoek of eminent medicines, that
we have long been pestered with? But if, laying aside
all other medicines, I should use only this, ought not its
virtues to be approved by numerous experiments? And
are there not also numberless other circumstances, relat-
ing both to the patient and the method of cure, to be con-
sidered before any advantage can be reaped from a sin-
gle observation? If the medicine never fails, why does
the observer deal only in particulars, unless he either dis-
trusts his experience, or desires rather to impose upon the
public in part, than in the whole? But how easy a task
it is to write large volumes of this kind can be no secret
to one that is but little acquainted with practice; as, on
the contrary, how difficult it is to lay down a perfect, and
every way complete method of cure in any disease. 1f only
one person in every age had treated but a single disease
in this manner, physic would have been brought to as
much perfection many years ago, as the condition of man-
kind will admit. But our misfortune proceeds from our
having long since forsook our skilful guide Hippocrates,
and the ancient method of cure founded upon the know-
ledge of conjunct causes, that plainly appear: insomuch,
that the art which is at this day praciised, being invented
by saperlicial reasoners, is rather the art of taﬁiing than
of healing. But that I may not seem to advance this as.
sertion without sufficient grounds, I beg leave to make a
short digression from the subject, in order to prove that
the discovering and assigning of remote causes, which
engross the thoughts, and feed the vanity of curious in-
quirers, is an impossible attempt, and that only immediate
and conjunct causes fall within the compass of our know-
ledge, and that from these alone the curative indications
are to be taken.






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































