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for greater mental exertion, and they might be
enabled to continue their labours longer, for the
benefit of those around them, and to their own
greater comfort. For to adopt the language of M.
Tissot, a quoi sert la science sans le bonheur? -

On the subject of the enlargement to which the
Prostate Gland is liable, there never was any
separate treatise written before that of Mr. Home,
which has not yet general circulation in this
country. Whatever else is written concerning it, is
scattered through the various periodical publica-
tions, in the form of cases, from which we learn
nothing but the symptoms of a retention of urine,
and the dreadful certainty, that nothing had been
done for the patient. To some of these cases the
detail of a dissection is given, the parts cut through
enumerated ; and as to the state, appearance,
{exture, size, and condition of the gland, and the
state of that part of the urethra connected with
it, not one word issaid. We are told what we knew,
by the examination per anum, before the bodv was
opened, that the Prostate Gland was enlarged.
It is to such vague methods of procedure, that we
are to attribute the little knowledge we possess of
the precise state of the parts affected.

The general appellation of these cases is, en-
largement of the Prostate Gland. Some, however,
by way of diagnostic, called it a Schirrus; and
with this attempt they also have remained satisfied,
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the most exquisite anguish attending it. Besides,
the patient in the case of an enlarged Prostate,
is denied from its situation the advantages known
to result from local applications, which are easily
made to the testicles, and if these fail of success,
and if the disease assumes a character which nei-
ther local nor general means can subdue, the pa-
tient has always left the resource of extirpation.
Not so of the Prostate Gland, situated internally,
and surrounded by parts of high consequence to
the animal economy, which, as it enlarges, it excites
to such a degree, that sooner or later, an excruciat-

ing death must ensue from the secondary affections
of these organs.

What the causes of the enlargement of the
Prostate Gland are, and with what species of disease
it is affected, little has been said more than mere
conjecture, and that not very plausible.

Among the causes have been enumerated psora,
{eiters, venereal virus, &c. But the grand one
of all is scrofula, which has been assigned,
forsooth, because the diseased part is a gland,
and this as a cause, has been set down by
those, who do not believe that ‘that disease ever
affects the body after the twenty-fifth year: with
such causes, and the incurable nature of scrofula,
they have been pleased 10 rank an enlarged state
of the Prostate Gland, with the opprobria medico-
rum + all that has been done in the way of treat-
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ment, has been performed without any reference
to causes, for the palliation of symptoms present,
and the prevention of more serious ones.

“ Causes are,” it is true, * for the most part
obscure :” but surely when soimportant a part is
concerned as the Prostate Gland, we ought to make
some endeavours towards their discovery. Let us
work from supposition, from hypothesis, from
analogy, or from theory: where we cannot succeed
from the two soundest, viz. analogy and theory,
let us have recourse to the others : open the path,
and perhaps it will be followed more assiduously,
and may lead to some important facts which will
tend to the alleviation, if not to the cure, of a
hitherto fatal affection. ;

It is believed we have attempted this work from
theory, and from analogy, but one less interested,
and considering every thing impartially, might say,
it is mere Hypothesis: for says Tristram Shandy,
“It is the nature of an Hypothesis, when once a
“man has conceived it, that it assimilate every thing
“to itself as proper nourishment, and from the first
“moment of yourbegetting it, it grows the stronger,
“by every thing you see, hear, read, and under-
“stand.” This is an observation which every man
who pretends to write upon the treatment of a dis-
ease, the theory of which he himself has formed,
should keep in mind, and be able tosee distinctly
every side of the question. It does in some degree



; x1il
apply to the present performance. I have assi-
milated to it not what 1 have seen, for that is
nought ; but what I have read, heard and under-
stood ; how far 1 have done this fairly, I shall leave
for others to determine.

The French journalists have certainly the credit
of having done more in the way of investiga-
tion of this important affection than their boast-
ful neighbours. To M. Dessault, particularly, we
are indebted, for at all events, he has found out
the method of curing; although he has apparent-
ly not troubled himself much concerning the cause,
of this disease.

But the English, priding themselves upon their
superior surgery, pretend 1o reject every thing
that is any way of French origin, although they
frequently acknowledge them their masters in
medical surgery, by their numerous plagiarisms:
how M. Dessault, has escaped them this time, is a
little surprising.

It proves, however, the advantages Americansur-
geons possess. For by their impartiality, they reap
the fruit of the labours of both.

The opinion advanced in this thesis, concerning
the causze of this morbid enlargement, and of its
occurring, for the most part, in old and sedentary
men, although not altegether new in regard to
another affection, with which analogy suggested
the idea, is so, as far as I am aware, in its appli-






























































































































