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ridiculous pretensions. It is not surprising that ignorant persons
should be duped and deceived by nostrums, freighted with re-
mmmendatinns which assert a power to cure every ill flesh is
heir to, and attempted to be sustained by certificates as ingenious
as false; but it is surprising, and justly merits indignation, that
men of sense and character should patronize the authors of this
system of fraud—these sordid hucksters, who violate every prin-
ciple of humanity—these mountebanks, who have stolen the
garb of medicine in which to practice their diabolical arts—jug-
glers in medicine, who, in defiance of decency, with a miser’s
unscrupulous lust after gain, under the disguise of falsehood
and secrecy, deal in public eredulity and traffic in human life.
These charlatans are our acknowledged and sometimes preferred
competitors, who attain not unfrequently to boundless wealth,
while the upright and well-informed Physician languishes in
poverty and obscurity.

It is the pride and privilege of the medical profession to ren-
der gratuitous services to the Clergy and their families; yet this
influential, honored and holy class, whose mission it is to inves-
tigate, cherish, and dispense a truth more glorious than that eman-
ating from the lamp of science, are often so far forgetful of the dig-
nity of their station, and of their obligations to society, as to sanc-
tion by their approval,and encourage by their patronage, men who
discard the patient pursuit of a profession and embark in a traffic
of deception, for the sole and sordid purpose of money-making,
as must be obvious, upon mature reflection, to every candid and
intelligent Minister of the Gospel. The press and the legislation
of the country contribute to the advancement of quackery, and
invest it with a false consequence. 'To grant patents for secret
remedies is a palpable prostitution of the powers of legislation.
It is the duty of the public to appreciate and patronize medical
talent and worth, wherever found; and when the profession
shall clearly present these qualifications, and manifest their own
appreciation of moral worth and ability, we may then expect
public confidence and respect, and not till then. 'We must not
tolerate those who are so unmindful of the distinction the medi-
cal badge confers, as to sully it by unprofessional conduct; nor
inust we countenance secret compounds of high-sounding claims,
though they come to.us endorsed by the dignitaries of the land,
and recommended as possessing powers to establish the bloom
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by a legislative act, the sale of secret compounds within her
limits, and to require the authors of the whole tribe of nostrums.
under proper penalties, to have the name and proportions of the
articles of which they are composed, to be written out on the
label in plain, vernacular English? While the Physician, who
exposes the name and nature of his remedial agents to public
view—who unsheaths and exhibits his weapons—cheerfully
pays a tax for the privilege of practising his profession—shall
the stealing trickster, who envelopes his nostrums in profound
secrecy, be permitted to pursue unheeded his course of craft and
treachery: and the Legislature, by its silence, confer upon him
immunities denied to the regular practitioner? Judicious regu-
lations exist on this subject in some of the States of the Union.

Permit me to allude to a few of the extravagant appendages
of the medical profession—Homepathy and Hydropathy—sys-
tems containing some truth, though largely diluted with error.
The inappreciable doses of Homeepathy is a pretty apt illustra-
tion of the expectant plan of treating disease, and operate like

~doses of confidence, which are often of signal advantage. Who
would at this day renounce cold water as a "Therupeutic agent?
Yet how vain the attempt to invest it with the virtues of a pana-
cea—vainer still the attempt to dignify Hydropathy with the
appellation of science! Heat and Steam are also valuable agents,
but admit not of that universal application in the practice of
medicine, which is claimed for them by the misguided and fa-
natical 'Thompsonian.

I turn now, with pleasure, to the consideration of a more
pleasing and useful subject. One of the highest objects of our
Society is to ascertain the true nature-and treatment of disease,
as it occurs among us. However highly we may estimate the
observation and experience of Physicians in foreign countries—
however much we may prize the learning, research, and varied
information which comes to us from native Physicians, whose
talents, ability, and integrity adorn our profession—and, how-
ever useful and indispensable all this knowledge may be, yet
there is a local knowledge of disease which every Ph},_rrsicjan
must acquire for himself—a modification of disease, which ac-
curate observation at the bedside alone can teach him. Habits
of life—age—condition in society—sex—peculiarity of consti-
tution—seasons—epidemic influences—and particularly elimate,
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are some of the circumstances which produce such modifica-
tions, as to occasion in works of the highest authority, in regard
to symptoms and treatment, a discrepancy of opinion, a dissimi-
larity of views, constituting a fruitful source of confusion and
medical skepticism. That we may have clear and satisfactory
views of the correct treatment of diseases, peculiar to the diver-
sified climate in which we live, we must learn their true char-
acter by our own observation as well as by the teachings of the
books. This study and observation of disease, with every at-
tending and modifying circumstance, as well in relation to its
theory as its practice, should be embodied and reported to this
Society; that we may thus establish a standard of ripened opin-
ion and experience for our guidance and instruction in the treat-
ment of disease, as it occurs in our several locations. To pro-
mote this object, let every Physician keep a note-book, and reg-
ister his cases. This is a drudgery, but nevertheless a duty,
and every Physician ought to perform it. He will then be fur-
nished with important and practical information. Patient and
correct observation, though humble and unpretending in its -
character—though deficient in the power to charm like the dis-
covery of a new theory, which inventive genius weaves into a
plausible and beautiful web—will stand out as a beacon light to
direct the practitioner safely in his course, whilst the most inge-
nious speculations are forgotten, or only remembered as brilliant
fancies. Extending the plan of forming an accurate acquain-
tance with the diseases of the South, Dr. Fenner, of New Or-
leans, proposes to publish an Annual Volume, devoted to the ad-
vancement of Medical Knowledge in the Southern States. If
the plan of the “Southern Medical Reports” shall be fully car-
ried out and properly patronized, it will collect and present in a
durable form the experience and observations of the Physicians
of the South, and will exert a more decided and salutary influ-
ence in promoting medical education and forming the medical
history of our own region than the Establishment of a Medical
College.

The accounts of the Meteorology, Medical Topography, and
prevailing diseases of the year, with reports of important cases
from all parts of the Southern country—an annual expression
of medical opinion upon the diseases of the South, with an ex-
position of their true character and proper treatment, can but



























