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NERVOUS SYSTEM. 533

severe and distressing, both from the great sensibility of the part,
as from the tense and unyielding nature of the membrane forming the
tympanum. This for the most part is confined to the ear itself, but
not always ; as the side of the l:}.laead, and even the brain, have be-
come involved in the inflaimmation. When this oceurs there is a
great increase of the circulation, with heat, fever, thirst, delirium, and
stupor. The inflammation will sometimes terminate in suppuration,
and the discharge gradually changes its character to thin, offensive
sanies, from the deep-seated ulcers formed in the ear. The chronie
form of otitis, when there is a continual discharge from the part is
frequently a termination of the acute disease. It is a very common
affection after scarlet fever, and is characterized by a discharge,
which varies in quantity and color, butis for the most part uniformly
of an offensive odor. When it is continued for a long time, the
inflammation and disorganization extend through the tympanumg
and the small bones of the ear are discharged. Deafness, for the
most part, is a prominent symptom throughout this affection, in-
ereasing in proportion to the extent of the disease.
TrearMENT.—For the ordinary form of otitis or otalgia, by
which name it has been called from the violence of the pain, such
remedies only are required as will remove the local irritation, and
restore a secretion to the inflamed surface, such as the application
of warmth and moisture to the part, by means of a poultice of
hops; the latter, especially, will have a very soothing effect, and if
accompanied by purgatives and warm pediluvium, will often arrest
it at once. An ordinary poultice, with laudanum, will also be a
useful remedy ; and when the pain is very severe, a few drops of
laudanum and sweet oil on a small piece of cotton will afford great
relief. A small lump of camphor enclosed in a piece of cotton
will often relieve a severe attack of ear-ache. The wax in the ear
at times becomes hardened, and should be softened and removed.
This may be done by means of warm water injected into the exter-
nal passage by means of a syringe with a large orifice whereby the
part may be thoroughly washed. If these measures are not follow-
ed by an abatement of the symptoms, either local or general bleed-
ing will be necessary ; this should be followed by a continuance of
the soothing local applications above mentioned. '!‘he necessity of
a strictly antiphlogistic course may be known by the increase of heat,
ain, and some degree of tumefaction, which may be discovered on
inspection. Leeching, general bleeding, with purgatives and anti-
monials, will in some cases be demanded, according to the extent
and violence of the inflammation. ;
If suppuration occur, and the inflammatory symptoms have sub-
sided, stimulating and astringent injections will be indicated, s the
sulphate of zinc, in the proportion of two or three grains to an










































