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are absolutely ignorant) have been beneficial to them since
such were taken antecedent to their relief from disease,—
hesitate not to assert the efficacy of such compounds, and to
prescribe them, with great readiness to their friends, for all
diseases to which our flesh is heir. Nay, they sometimes
think it a most solemn duty to pay a visit to a sick®friend,
and, without a moment’s reflection as to the discourteous
nature »f such conduct to the attending physician, to recom-
mend the use of their favorite remedy with the most solemn
assurances of their belief in its capability of effecting a

may understand the nature of disease and the therapeutic
value of remedies, but who, on account of an attachment to a

Cure.

To this genus of Quacks, we must add the Physician, who 2
special system, follows strictly a routine course of treatment,
not considering the different circumstances that must attend
every case of disease.

Now, these men cannot be branded as impostors, although
they are undoubtedly Quacks, resulting always from want of
knowledge. The caviller may say here: ‘‘what! you must
be bold sir! to say that the Hon. Vociferous Smith, who has
represented his district twice in Congress and is now in the
Senate, who has been considered one of the finest linguists
and belles-lettres scholars of the present day, is defective in
knowledge simply because ne has found the Electric-Sugar-
coated Pills useful in disease and has deemed it incumbent
on him to recommend them to the public in a card;”’ or
perhaps he may exclaim; ““you are mad, to say that the
Rev. Boanerges Noakes—the light of our Church—is ex-
pressing his opinion ignorantly on the subject, when he
recommends Baron Munchausen’s Dead Shot for Worms;’”’
or he may whisper gently in our ears; ¢ take care,—don’t
be presumptuous,—you are young, and should not charge
Dr. Hippocrates Bolus with want of knowledge because he
has ulways begun his treatment of Pneumonia with ten
grains of Calomel and ten of Jalap, and has done this so
successfully for thirty odd years as to have acquired the
name of ““old ten and ten.”” With all due respect then to

the learning and position politically of the Hon. Vociferous
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Smith, to the piety and eloquence of the Rev. Boanerges
Noakes, and to the hoary-headed experience of Dr. Bolus,—
and notwithstanding the complimentary adjectives of “bold,”
“mad’’ and ““presumptuous’’ stare us in the face, we hes-
itate not to say that each one of them is aiding and abetting
the cause of Quackery, and is doing it either from a want of
knowledge or a misapplication of his knowledge, in conse-
quence of the adoption of some theory which has obscured
his mental vision. Actually they are doing exactly what poor |
John Smith, in the mountain, does when he recommends his
“yarb teas’’ for all kinds of fevers, and are like the Lord
on the battle field who told Hotspur, that

““the sovereign’st thing on Earth
Was parmaceti, for an inward bruise.”’

IT. The Impostor Quack. Here the subject swells to im-

- mense importance, No show of sincerity gilds the quackery

of this class of personages. These seize the truths that form
the underlying stratum of Quack systems or Quack applica-
tions, without any belief in their applicability to the cure of
diseases, and with an eye single to the accumulation of wealth.
In the manufacture of their nostrums, it is not necessary
that any thing useful should form part of the composition,
for what is defective, in this particular, is made up by the
loud-sounding assertions of the vendor. The columns of
our newspapers teem with advertisements, in which rhetoric
seems to exhaust itself in sounding forth the virtues of
Panacea, Vermifuge, Syrup or Liniment, with huge, lum-
bering adjectives prefixed in such a way as to attract the
unwary and induce them to purchase. The inflated style
pervading this class of advertisements would make us believe
that the bag, which Alolus gave to his travelling friend,
containing the winds closely confined, had been gained pos-
session of by the nostrum-vendors, and that all the winds
rushing out at once were disposed to sound forth the merits
of their specifics to all quarters of the world. Truly has it
been said, sermo datur omnibus, animi sapientia paucis,—
speech is granted to every one, wisdom but to few,.

These advertisements bear, on their face, ‘¢ the mark of the
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fountains of pollution. Where ignorance is surely bliss,
knowledge of the vilest diseases of our race is thrust before
the pure, good and virtuous of our land. Such are the
effects of the spread of Quackery in our time. Be its pre-
tensions what they may,—be the real virtues of its nostrums
never so useful in disease,—the basis on which the dealer
constructs his plans is the desire to palm off something on
the community that will put money in his pocket.

Let us now glance briefly at the success of Quackery and
the causes that produce it. This success does not consist in
the attainment of that good name which dieth not, but in
the acquirement of piles of gold that may gild the imposi-
tions and fraud by which it has been obtained, purchase a
false position in society for the Quack, and, after his death,
build up a monument to his memory in which the beauties
of Sculpture and Architecture shall be employed to mark,
with ostentation, the place of his interment, But thereis a
just punishment of evil deeds, awarded by mankind to the
unworthy, either during their life or after death. If con-
temporaneous history be not impartial, posthumous history
is. The good may suffer contumely and reproach during
life, but the purity of their intentions, the justness of their
lives will be vindicated at some time or other, and posthu-
mous praise will be theirs. The bad also, although plenty
and success may seem to smile upon them, will have, after
death, if not before it, their real unworthiness displayed by
the stripping off of the gilded mask which concealed it. The
former will live in the memory of their race, will have their
names prized as precious jewels, and their deeds will be-
come familiar as household words. The latter will live only
in the shame that is their due, and memory will refer
to them and their success as examples to be avoided by
others ; their piles of wealth will dwindle away, as ill-gotten
gains ever must, without being of substantial benefit to their
heirs. These results are beautifully displayed in the lives
and deaths of the beloved physician and his antipode—the
brawling impostor. The former is recollected, by his patients
and their children, only with love, and little ones will be
taught to prattle his name as that of a great and good man ;
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while the Quack is soon forgotten,—his splendid success

living in memory as the gaudy scenes of a parorama which

are, after all, the poorest imitations of something greater

and more glorious that is real. Where is a fame more desi-

rable than that of a Jenner,a Rush, and a host of worthies

of our profession? Propriety forbids the mention of others,

with a world-wide notoriety as Quacks during life, who have

gone down to their graves,—their magnificent fortunes

squandered by extravagant heirs,—their nostrums only found

.S} on the shelves of some old fashioned apothecary and their

places filled, in the estimation of the eredulous public, by some

newer preparation with a more high-sounding and attractive

title. Such is the success of the impostor? Which, gentle-

Z men, would you have attached to your names? Will it not

| be your highest aim,—your proudest aspiration to merit the

. good will of your brethren by your good deeds, than to gain

i Y gold by means that will only call forth contempt? ‘A
| good name is rather to be chosen than great riches.”

Of the causes of the success of Quackery it may probably
be laid down as one of the most prominent, the disposition
mankind has to repose confidence in those who loudly assert
their ability to cure disease. This disposition rests on the
principle of Faith, which never requires proof for the sup-
port of any assertion from those in whom confidence is placed.

And this confidence is readily reposed in any man who ex-
: hibits much show of knowledge conjoined with a confidence
in the value and importance of that knowledge. The rela-

tion of mind and body is so intimate, that where the former
is fully satisfied, the recuperative energies of the latter are
much better fitted to achieve the overthrow of any disease
present for which they may be adequate. This occurs with-
out referrence to the medical agents employed in the case.
The honest physician too often overlooks the means by which
this faith in his own powers can be obtained,—relies on his
knowledge and, like every wise man, is perfectly conscious
where that is defective and will not hesitate to say so. In
this way, he depends upon his character, as a man, to sus-
tain him as a physician. The Quack, however, has no care
for his character as a man, but, boasting loudly of the effi-
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cacy of his remedies and asserting that they never fail,
obtains just the very faith, for the want of which the physi-
cian fails to succeed. This confident manner attracts to the
Quacks many of the gentler sex, naturally trustful of those
who seem bold and self-reliant, who, with all the tender
gratefulness of their nature, endeavor to repay for the sup-
posed benefits they have received, by inducing their friends
to come to the same fountain of relief. They throng the sick
room and, constituting themselves, with the kindest inten-
tions, special consulting physicians in the case, recommend
the various nostrums of the day with an enthusiasm worthy
of a much better cause.

Woman's aid constitutes thus the second cause of the suc-
cess of Quackery, and it is indirectly a result of the first.
A host of female would-be missionaries is raised up to bring
the healing merits of Quack compounds before the commu-
nity. If family medicine-chests are fairly entitled to the
name of family-enemies, at least they contain nothing the
composition of which i1s not known to those who use it, but
what must be said of nostrums, whose composition and true
properties are unknown to those using and prescribing them.
Yet it is with the zest of almost fanatical zeal, that some of
the gentler sex will urge the use of such articles on their
triends and acquaintances. They introduce them into their
own family-circles and soon bring husband and children
into the ranks of the promoters of Quackdom, with very
little astonishment either on our part, as woman is inti-
mately associated with much that can cheer the sick room,
ease the fevered brow and quiet the restless pulse of care.

A third cause arises from the apparent beneficial results
which follow the use of Quack remedies. These may be
pointed at by the Quack himself as overwhelming proofs of
the value of his preparations. Let us examine into this

- apparent benefit from their use. We do not pretend to say

that cures are not occasionally effected by the employment
of such preparations; they often contain efficacious sub-
stances, and it must sometimes happen that these are suited
to the diseases of those using them. We commenced our
discussion of the subject by the assertion that truth was gen-
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erally, in some way, involved in the composition of all quack
medicines. In their indiscriminate application to disease,
they may occasionally meet,with that for which they are
specially fitted, just as in the Lottery, some one will draw a
prize, although thousands may groan over blanks. Yet the
one prize seems to beget more partizan friends than the
thousand blanks will produce of enemies.

It is mostly in Chronic cases where this class of nostrums
are employed. In many of"these, the system has been freed
from disease by a previous course of medicine, and the re-
cuperative energies of the patient are just coming into action,
when the quack specific is brought into use, and then—of
course, unless this is really detrimental to the animal econ-
omy, convalescence goes on and the patient gets well. All
honor and credit is attached to the patent medicine, while
the physician, who has carefully aided in the removal of such
obstacles as were in the way of the vis medicatriz nature, is
denounced as ignorant of his profession and entirely lacking
in skill. With such cases continually before us,—not few in
number and widely separated, but many and frequent,—we
are able to appreciate the meaning of the terse proverb, now
three centuries old ;—*“Happy is the physician, whose coming
is desired at the declension of a disease.”

Another mode of getting the credit of curing disease is
that adopted by the disciples of Homeoquackery. This
affects special ability to treat chronic diseases. These are
often of such a character that the recovery of the patient is
much delayed on account of imprudence in diet and regimen,
The Physician neglects to impress, on his patient’s mind,
the necessity of an attention to these matters, and the
patiznt trusts that the medicines employed will bring the
desired relief under any circumstances; the Homeoquack
lays greatest stress on these particulars, and declaims learn-
edly as to the injuries which will inevitably result if impru-
dences in diet or regimen are permitted, speaks of the great
care which should be taken in consequence of the wonderful
potency of his pillules, and administers, with all the solem-
nity that fanaticism or imposture can command, those little
embodiments of the millionth or decillionth part of a grain













