Sir, Your being a member of the Hon. the Gen. Assembly of this state, and
our taking into our serious consideration, the great and important object of
promoting the increase of medical knowledge in this country, must be our
apology for troubling you with this letter.
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SIR,
OUR being-a Memer of the Hon. the Gen.
Alfembly of this State, and gur taking into
vur fenons confideration, the greac and impor-
rant objelt of promcting the increafe of medical
Knowledge in this Country, mult be our Apolo-
gy Tor troubling you with chis Zerrer,

We bep leave to mention, that the medical
Arthas been rifiing o bigher and higher ﬂ!%iﬂ%
of Pecfeltion, in proportion as the new medical
Dilcaveries and Improvements have from tiine wo
time beenulhered ipto the world, ever Gnesthe
Days of Afelampas, the firlt nored Phyficion, men-
thaned in p ane Hliltary ; ond, who lived a-
‘bant an hun md. Y:.u':. Elm;-c l|_11.: Dcaﬂ\ qr .’ifsj&;.

T hat this Art appears ac prefent, to be raifed o
amuch higher degoee of Perfeflion in Europe,
than it is in America, on Account of a gresc
nunbier of new m:ﬂi:ﬂf}iﬁ;uu':ri:! :m-:l [rnprl;l'm:-

. menty, male knowito the  Evropean Pi}{rh
wn

Surgeens, and Apaibeearies ; but chiefly uvn

1o the preatedt part of our Country Frafifioeers,

Tar the want of proper Publications,

Thar although the old medical Books, mow in
ule in this Country, eontain fome judicious Ob-
fervations § yer, by reafop of the new Difcove-
'i'it!. in the I:I;ITEI'EF.I I;rrarql;h“ ol Mtd.icine,, 1|1.¢:,l

ere found (o be replete with Error; giving an
erroncous Acconnt of the Virtues of Medieines,
and the genuine MMethods of curing Difeales.—
And from hence the ﬂndr aof thofe ki nLlE_'ht

tor be Tupprefied, becanfe it has not mﬂ{ a direlt
rendlency o bead Studowss into Eiror; buete ex-
'F'U‘!-I: the lives of the I'n*pl-c, by |'|1:|’$uid'i|‘|]§ﬁmc-
Hitesers in thelr attemprs (o alleviate the Dilbrel-
fes of their feliow Morals ; for where the theory
of any Art or Science is wrong, the Praftice of
it will be foin general,

,ﬂ;rnptr Encoursgement was given by the
Public, it appears v us that the medical Arg may
be raifed 1o as high a degree of Perfeftion in
Americs, asit is in Europe, ; n:{], perhaps high-
er, for fome things have besn difcovered here,
which hive nor as been publithed.  Nobw if
our own Dilcoverics, with thofe made in the o-
sher parts of the world, were publithed, and ipread
omonglt all our Praffideosers, it would make the
bealing Arc more perfoft and ulcful, tham it has
_the world began. i

That h 190 Years have revolvedefinee
this Country was firlt feedded by che Evropeans
¥er we cannot learn thar any man ever arempaed
to ewmpile 3 regular Syl of Pharmacy, Pévie,
and Sargery, in America, Gl the Year 17721 a
which time, Dr. Stesrms, an American Phylician
and Aflronomer, on ditcovering thar both the
Theary and Praflice of Phylic fleod in grea
need of Reformation and Amendment, undertook
the laborious talk ; and has fince wavelled in
Mine of the American Goveraments; and  in
England, Scotland, Ircland, and France, for the
Purpofe of collsfling an Account of the new
medical Difcoveries and Improvements tharhave
been made in the diferent pares of the world; has
expended mare than 4o00 Dollars, and the grear-
ell pare of his timne for ten vears palt, in the Pro-
fecotion of the work, which is to be printed in
wwo large Volumes in Fedis, under the Names af
an americas  Difpeafarery, and the Cofumbian
FPrafice of Plfe, and Sydem of Swegery y be-
ing imiended for a complete medical L.linr}',

iy excepred.
§I‘l thefe Froduftions have been examined by
fundry leapned  Phyficiams, who have found thae
the work i well executed, and” thar ir conrains
Syflems of medical Information of s immenle
value, founded on thofe things that kave food
the el of Ages in the curs of Ditzales, apd on

* e Tate Dilcaveries and Imiprovements in fhe no=

Ble Art of Medicine,

“That ic was the Aarber’s Intention o have pub-
lithed his Produftions by Subferiprion ; bue has
faund, that that method will by no mea fwer
the great and good purpale of giving o
miedical Dilcoveries and Inpravements, a' puedy
and gencral fpreadamonglt the Gentlemen of the
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Facalty, becaule many of them, and elpecially in
new feteled Places, have had their Learning o
pay for, after they nto pradtife; Medicines
and Horfes to purchale ; Lands o buy s Houfes
to build; Fanulies to maintaing Taxes o pay;
andl a large number of poor Peonle o vilig,
who are unable to make payment; and that for
thele Reilons, many ufl;hnF:Pnﬂélimrr: are wp-
able 1o pay for his Produlions.

That as the new medical Difcoveries and Tm-
provemehts oughe ta be immediately poblithed
and [pread anangft all the Mraffifiosees in hy-
ficythat their minds may be enlightened, and their
Praftice repnlated, it has been propoled by a
namber of Poyicians and other relf bLle &m-
Hemen, that the fum of 30,000 Dollars be raifed
by a Leirery, I'.'a be dr:vmbiu. feveral ijfal'l'n, for
the purpale of defraying the expence of compi-
IingpanLi;}ubliﬂuin Irhtsl-ﬂhl mrdical Prﬂ,’.ﬁm;},
and that Copics of them be given gratis, to the
Pimficlams, Surgeane, Apstbecarier and Orbers,
who may be inclined o become acquainted with
the madical Are

That for the following Reafons this is efleem.
ed. the beft method that cap be contrived for
the purpofe of (preading medical knowledge in
America, for, b
1. It will make medical Tnformation free, far

all the Praflifieners and Sixdents in Phylic.

2. It will prevent Siedents from walling their
time in the fudy of erroneous Books ) and
help them to ateain thale qualifications which
are necellary for regular bred Phyfefons,

1 As the money will come principally our of
the rich Adeemarery in the Lattery, who will
{tand che fame chance of drawing Prizes asin
other Latferies, it will be a great help to chalt
ulm.hlcm procure medical Librarbes,

4 Do will furnilh the Phyfriaus, the Swrpeoes,
and the dperbecaries with an exeellent {f:::ﬁ-.
in all the dificult and dangerous Cafes, Ope-
rations, and Procefles they may have wen-
COunter,

g. It will exhibic the Virtes of a number
of our American Produttions : bring them
mure and more into uie : Jeffen the importa-
tion of Dirugs ; and, thus prove very adwanta-
peous tothe Citizens of the United Sgaces,

6. Le will raile the medi 1 higher de-

ree of Perfeltiont fake our Phyfoians (in-

Licad of being called Puscks and Jwpefers by

foreigners) appear more refpeflable in che’

Eyes of the Learned : the cure of Difeales

mare ealy ; and the prafhice of Phyfic lefi

expenfive ; for |.m£;1lar bred Plyfician fands

a better chance to do a patient more rmcl by

',lhv':ﬁls, than ome groping in the dark can

13,

7. Ir will prevent millions of Dallars, fram be-
ing fent ourof the United Staves, for Medical
Books publilhed in foreign Kingdoms; and
thus be a great faving to the Country.

It s cherefore evident, that 3 Medical Latiery,
isa marter of [uch importance, that it ought 1o
be promowed, and encouraged by all Perfons ;
and we think it would be s dithonor 1o any State,
if requelted, mot to grant onc ; and ic i alfo cur
opinion, that the Deffor, ought wo be afilbed by
the Public, in the greacand importans Work be
has undertaken, as well as the Phyfrism, Sor-
geandy Apacbecaries, and Stadomer in PhyGc, who
are unable bopurchale thule Beakr, which are ab-
felutely neceilary forevery PrafSitioner.

Thar when People elteem themifelves unable
to Luild a Mesting Houle, a Hotel, or a Bridge;
or 1o carry on fome neceflary Branch of Learn-
ing : they often Petition for Latteries, and cheir
requells are pranted. —Why then may not the
Pirficisns have fimilar Advantages f—Are they
ot a very wieful part of the Community {—Do
they not frequently relieve usin times of great
Diftrefs and Danger #—And inftead of [ufering
them o remain groping inthe Dark, is it not ne-
ceffary 1o fusnith theen with thae Afedieal Light
and Jeformerion, which exhibits how o Cure
Difeales in the moft cafy and expeditious man-

ner f—Surely every rational Perfon will fay, Ter
That iris the Opinioa of thofe who have duly
conlidered ofthe matter, thaza Aedical Lattery
willbe of fuch Public Utility, that it will be |
catly by the Cirizeas of the United
Statgs in general: thac e will bring money inta
chis Seate, and fmmertalize the Wame of the Gene=

ral Affembly,

‘That a Petition upon the Subjett, will be pre-
femied eo the Aflembly ; and as you area -
feraf the fame; we trult vou will noebe back-
ward in encouraging a Sebems, which tends ro
promote pour own . Felfefty, as well as the Healtd
and Happinefr of Mankind in general.

We with pour Health and

{ Profperity ; and have the
onor to be, i
Fir; your malk i
5 bedientr humbls ]
| Secrvants, i
o ' b g e b _a:”:
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