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selecting the offending person, and the successful execution of
the deed, without any undirected promiscuous demonstration of
violence. He was found to be sane just before and just after
the killing. The foreman of the jury stated that they found
the prisoner to be sane at the moment before and the moment
after the killing, but they were in doubt as to his sanity at the
instant of the homicide. The Judge said that they must give
the prisoner the benefit of the doubt, and thus instructed they
rendered a verdict of aequittal.” So in the case of Mrs. Fair,
there was an avowed provocation; the threat, the preparation,
the choice of time and place, the selection of the threatened
person in a crowd, and the execution of the deed without any
general demonstration of undirected violence, or any excess of
violence beyond what was necessary to accomplish the act of
killing. These cases do not bear the features of transitory or
instantaneous mania.

There should be a change in our laws respecting the criminal
insane. Upon the acquittal of a person charged with murder,
on the ground of insanity, the killing being admitted or proven,
it should be the duty of the Judge trying the case to commit
such insane homicide, regardless of his mental condition at the
time of trial, to an asylum for the insane, where he should be
securely kept. And there should be no anthority vested in any
officer of the asylum to discharge patients of this class by rea-
son of their apparent recovery or sanity. Such a provision of
law would render the plea of insanity less frequent and the
community more secure.

I know of nothing further behind the age than the mode of
obtaining medical knowledge and opinions in our Courts of jus-
tice. There is no certainty of reaching correct and scientific

results by the method practiced.
























