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IV. Marriages. Table IV, exhibits, in parallel columns, the re-
turns of the number of marriages in the several counties, for the years
1835 and 1845, and their relation to the population. No return for
1825 has been found. The heading of the returns for 1835 says,
 Number of marriages where the female resided;” and it is presumed
that the same rule was adopted in the other enumerations, though the
heading in 1845 says, “ Number of marriages in the county during
the year preceding.” Strictly enforced, this rule would exclude many
marriages between parties who go out of their place of residence to
be married. If such were the construction, any comparison between
these returns of marriages and those of other places, would be falla-
cious. The greatest number of marriages returned in any one year,
in proportion to the population, was in Westchester county,for 1845,
being 1 marriage to 31 living,or 3.18 per cent., or to 100 living; the
least number, in Queens county, for 1835, being 1 marriage to 251
living, or .39 per cent., or to 100 living.

The enumerators were directed, in each census, to obtain the num-
ber of married persons under 45 years of age, the number unmarried
between 16 and 45 years,and the number unmarried under 16. This
would include the whole female population under 45 years of age.
The information thus solicited, if obtained corréctly, would have been
of importance. And it is presumed that it was designed to be a
substitute for that obtained in other places,of the number of married,
unmarried and widowed, at the different ages. How far the attempt
was successful will appear from the following statement :

S —

Number in each class. Per cantage of popu’n.
1825, | 18356. | 1845. 1825. | 1835. | 1845.

Classification of Females.

Married females under
45 years of age,.... 200,481/283,230{230,216(12.40]13.02| 8.83

Unmarried females be-
tweenages 16 and 45,135,391/195,499]161,334| 8.37| 8.99| 6.19

Unmarried females un-
16 years of age,. ... 361,624 456,224(490,709|22.28/20.98|18.84

Marriages during pre-
cedigg year, B 11,553| 15,535) 27,783 71| .71] 1.06
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