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Thus it appears, that she has not taken the least par-
ticle of solid food since June 1807, nor any kind of
liquids since October 1808.

I have now given all the particulars that are worthy
of notice, from the beginning to the present period of
her existence. Such an extraordinary instance has
never been before established with proofs so undeni-
able. This is a living fact, which continues to excite
the greatest curiosity.

To account for the means by which the animal func-
tions are carried on in this woman, is a task which al-
most sets physiology at defiance. All the opinions
that can be brought forward concerning it, are but con-
jectural: the following probably may be as rational
as any that have been yet adduced. From the ex-
tremely emaciated state of her body, and the length
of time she has been without any kind of aliment,

it is impossible that she can have any internal source,

from whence a supply of the necessary juices can be
obtained. Air seems to be the means by which life
is still maintained, as she cannot endure without a
fresh current of it continually admitted into her room,
for which purpose the chamber window is always open,
even in the coldest weather.

It is well known, that the atmosphere is not a simple
substance, but composed of different principles which
may be analyzed.

27 parts of oxygen and 73 of azote constitute atmos-
pheric air, which is the common recepticle of all that
can be reduced to vapour at the various degress of tem-
perature and pressure, containing an assemblage of
mineral, vegetable, and animal matters, from the earth.
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time a notorious fact, that continues to invite the inqui-
ry, and challenges disproof before all the world. She
had been declining in health a long time, and thinks
she had not been an hour free from painin her left side
for nine years previous to her first attack of ﬂnore:;y ;
which she imputes to her washing out the linen of a
person affected with scrofulous ulcers; in consequence
of which she lost all desire of food, and yielded her
work on' the 4th of November, 1806. From that time
till March, the amount of sustenance taken did not ex-
ceed the ratio of %2 f3 per diem, her strongest drink
being tea, but without milk or cream; whatever she
took, recalled to her imagination the strong smell of
corruption, which at first disordered her; and the slimy
matter which she frequently vomited up from the mere
recurrence of the idea, scemed to have the appearance
and scent that had offended.

¢“ In March, 1807, she was afflicted with strong fits,
which usually left the cramp in her stomach; to reme-
dy which she drank boiling hot gruel, which, though
it scalded her lips, had no disagreeable effect on her
stomach; and any thing of inferior heat gave a seuse
of cold, and caused rigors. She first took to her bed
for a continuance, on the 14th of April 1807.

¢ On the 20th of May following, she attempted to
swallow a bit of biscuit, which was immediately reject-
ed with dreadful vomiting, and blood.

 In the latter end of June, she took the last sub-
stance she ever swallowed, being a few black currants,
Her last evacuation, (e recto) was by diarrhea, and took
place on the 3d of August. Since which time, she has
fallen off also in the quantity of fluids, omiting to take
any (at times) two days together. Her common tea
has been once varied for onion tea. Her strength she
allows to have decreased, but her spirits and mental
encrgy never have, though she is frequently taking
cold from the slightest causes. Nor is her head ever
free from pain.
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cation. - It may be drawn alittle from its situation over
the spine, and thus by holding the skin across it with
my thumb and finger, I have been able to make it appa-
rent to the bye-standers, as they thus saw both its shape
and pulsation. - :

¢ The watches have been faithfully kept, and (what-
ever may have wrought the difference it it exists) she
says she thinks she is better and stronger than she
has been these six months, and is certainly improved
in health since her removal; her pulse has kept the
standard of health, with daily exacerbations. She
sleeps well, and enjoys a remarkably sercne and happy
mind. Her voice is strong, and holds out the full
female exercise of that faculty. Her muscular power
is such, that she can conveniently raise and support
herself in bed. Thus, Gentlemen, the watch sitting
at the time that I write this (which must cease to-mor-
row, as I engaged to see the woman safely returned to
her habitation before I returned home) it is now the
16th day that she has been under the strictest scrutiny ;
and the thirteenth day that she has abstained from all
fluids. She is now better in health than when the
examination was Instituted; and as far as from the
corroborating testimony of this evidence her veracity
may be admitted, the 14th month that she has subsist-
ed altogether without aliment.

¢ I have simply stated facts, which, in the hands of
the exalted Lovers of Physiology that read your Jour-
nal may be in the way of rendering that assistance to
Philosophical Research, which will amply remunerate
my labour. I would forbear myself offering any thea
ory, being confident of my incompetence, and that even
the pursuit of such an object would rather lessen the
validity in the eyes of men of science, of what might
have been better established by a fair and unbiassed
narration. But in committing this to your care for
publication, I shall anxiously wait for instruction from
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ected from mere wasting of the whole frame, particu-
arly of the contents and integuments of the abdomen.
The viscera and intestines are so shrunk as to occupy a
very little space, some of them being scarcely percep-
tible. So are the abdominal muscles also, yet there is
no reason to doubt but that they are all in their natural
situation; and the ease with which the descending
aorta can be felt, and sometimes seen to pulsate, is, I
apprehend, to be attributed to the emaciation of those
parts by which, in a state of health, it is concealed.

¢“ Early in November she had a bad cold, with vio-
lent fits of coughing, languor, a sense of weariness, and
~ increased pain in her head, to.some degree of which
she is liable. Her pulse was then 116 in a minute, yet
her tongue and fauces were clean and moist, and her
skin soit and perspirable. She had not then voided any
- urine for a fortnight; and on applying my hand to the
abdomen, perceiving the bladder distended, I proposed
introducing the catheter; but she had no pain, and as-
sured me she had often passed more than a week with-
out voiding any urine, and did not fear but she should
s?un be relieved; and this accordingly happened soon
atter.

“ Now she i1s very much recovered from her cold,
coughs seldom, and her pulse is tolerably strong, and
not more than 80 in a minute.

“ Having related all the particulars of this, to me,
unprecedented case, I must acknowledge my inability
to explain them. It has been suggested, by an anato-
mist of high reputation, that the case of Ann Moor may
probably be explained, by supposing there is some dis-
ease of the wsophagus or stomach, which prevents her
swallowing. But, allowing this, physiology will have
many difficulties to explain; particularly how, without
any adequate support, the functions of life have been
carried on. In Capt. Bligh’s narrative of his passage
from Otaheite to Batavia, there are many circumstances
related which have some affinity to the present case.
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