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Humane Socuety.

R ESOLVED, That the thanks of this Society,
be prefented to DocTor BENjaMIN SAv, for his
excellent and well adapted ORA TION, pronoun-
ced in the Hall of the Univerfity, on the 28¢5
ult. and that he be defired to furnifh a copy for
publication.

Refolved, That William Young, and Ifaac
Snowden junr. be a committee for the above
purpofe, who are direfted to have a fufficient
number of copies publifhed, and to annex there-
to, the Charter of Incorporation, and fuch other
matters, as they may think neceflary, for gene-
ral information.

By order of the Society,

SamueL Pancoast junr. Secretary.

PriLapELpPHIA, March 6¢h. 1799.
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AN

ANNUAL ORATION,

e, Ue. e

FRIENDS AND
FeLLow CITIZENS

FeLLow MEMEERS%

H AVING been honoured by the Hu-
mane Society at their general meeting, by an
appointment to deliver the firlt annual Addrefs—
I have with diffidence undertaken to comply with
their requeft, but have to lament, that it has not
fallen to the lot of one more adequate to the tafk,
whofe abilities might do ample juftice to the
important caufe, yet as an Advocate for Hu-
manity, I conceive that I owe fomething to the
general ftock of Philanthrophy, and to the en-
lightened and benevolent views of this worthy
Inftitution,.—

Under this latter impreflion I rife, folicitous
for the indulgent attention of this polite Aflem-
bly, to lay before you in a concife manner,
amongl(t other matter, a fketch of the Origin,
Objecls, and Utility of the Humane Society of
‘Philadelphia, for the recovery of Drawned Per-
fons, &c. '
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exertions of whom, thoufands of my'fellow-crea-
tures have been fnatched from an untimely grave,
for I believe it to be an awful and a melancho-
ly truth, that previoufly to the eftablithment of
Societies upon this excellent plan, thoufands of
our fellow creatures have been configned to the
tomb, with the unextinguifhed [parks of life re-
maining in them, and perhaps many of them in
an unprepared ftate to meet their Creator in the
world of {pirits.

The Philadelphia Humane fociety was found-
ed in the Year 1780, by the laudable exertions
of a few Gentlemen in this city, * who met toge-
ther and invited their Brethren to unite with
them in the noble caufe of humanity. They
were fuccefsful in this invitation, and formed
a union with men, whofe memories fhall ever be
dear to thofe who have exerted themfelves in the
principles of this worthy Inftitution.

A partial fufpenfion of their operations took
place previoufly to the year 1787, but divers of
the Members ftill keeping the grand object in
view, reaflociated, and called again upon their fel-

2 Robert Parrifh was the firft perfon who ftepped for-
ward to eftablifh this fociety.—Drs. Rufh, Bond, B. Duffeild,
and Hutchinfon exerted themfelves very early to promote
the eftablilament and reputation of the Inftitution.
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low-citizens for fome of that afliftance which
their undertaking required, and they called not
in vain, but received fuch aid as gave a tempora-
ry {pring to their benevolent endeavours.—

The fociety applied for a charter of incorpora-
tion, which was readily and chearfully granted in
the year 1793.

The objets contemplated by the Society are,
The preventing of fudden Death by drowning,
[uffocation by burning charcoal, or other noxious
vapours, drinking cold Water, f{trokes of the
Sun, damps of Wells, Thunder, &c.

Previoufly to the eftablithment of this Society,
fcarcely a Summer paflfed without hurrying into
Eternity a number of ufeful perfons, parti-
cularly by drinking cold water ; which alas ! for
mortals, is like many others of our temporal
bleflings, that at the time we have got full pof-
feflion of the ardently wifhed for object, we fick-
en, faint! expire! fo that we may truly fay,
¢« The arrows of calamity, barbed with an-
¢ guifh, are often fixed deep in our choicelt
‘¢ comforts.” ¢

d Hervey.
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In confideration of thefe repeated occurrences,
the Managers (who are aunually chofen by the
Society,) agreed to fix to each Pump in the
City and Liberties, plain but ample direltions,
for preventing and remedying thofe fatal effects,
fince which inftances of death from zhis caufe
have been very few.

A ftriking and convincing proof of the u-
tility of this mode of publifhing information
occurred fome time ago, which was pleafingly
witnefled by a gentleman from whom I derived
the information. A labouring man having been
hard at work in a very warm day, and being vio-
lently heated, proceeded to a Pump juft by, with
a veflel in his hand to procure a drink of cold
water, but when there, his attention was imme-
diately called to thefe printed directions; (the
words ¢ fudden death’ being in very large
type) after paufing a fhort time he filled his cup,
and procceded in the cautious manner therein

recommended, and then retired fatisfied and
unhurt. *

Are not then the objeéts contemplated by this
Philanthropic and Charitable Inftitution, worthy

2 The contents of thefe dire&ions are’now diffufed to all
claffes of People, and therefore even thofe who cannot read,
arc acquainted with the nature of them, andfeeing them on
the Pumps aét as a conftant caution to beware of death.




g ¢

the patronage and affiftance of the kind hear-
ted? truely yes, each of us now prefent, may rea-
fonably argue thus, feeing that moft men in their
progrefs throughlife,may unexpe&edly meet with
fome cafualty, in which the immédiate and atten-
tive afliftance of the Humane Society may be
required, of what confequence will it be to me,
if I {hould unfortunately be one of thefe fuffer-
ers, that they fhould have all their apparatus for
preventing of and reftoring from apparant death,
in compleat order and conitant readinefs, to give
fuch afliftance as is within the reach of human
power, and how grateful indeed muft it be, to
arreft our fellow creatures from a watry grave,
or from any fudden and premature death.

Some of the Ancients contended that water
or moifture was the principle or moving caufe in
all animated nature ; * whilft others as {trenuouf-
ly fupported an opinion that air was the vivify-
ing principle ; and others imagined that hear was
the caufe of life in all animals. The reafons
which have been advanced by the advocates for
thefefeveral doétrines have had their weight ; and
tended to open the way for further enquiry up-
on this great and important fubje&t. But may
we not reafonably conclude, that all thefe agents

2 Of this opinion was Thales one of the feven wife men
of Greece.
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Man, when in a ftate of nature, or in that ftate
in which he was originally created by his Maker,
was happy and lived long ; the faculties of his
mind, were not clouded by intemperance, or the
powers of his body enervated by debaucheries.
In this fituation he remained for fome time, e-
ven after the difcovery of this pernicious intox-
icating article; for at firft it was only to be
found in Apothecaries’ Shops, to be applied (as
yet it ought to be) to the only and fole purpofe
of medicine, or the alleviating fame of the dif-
eafes of human life.

War, Famine and Peftilence, are deprecated
by all men, as very great and awful calamities,
but notwithftanding, they are more partial and
limited in their dreadful and mortal effeéts, than
the fatality attending the pernicious and immor-
al practice of drinking ardent fpirits ; and I believe
that I am warranted in faying, that it hasdeftroy-
ed more of the human fpecies than either of the
others. Dr. Allen in his Synopfis Medici has
thele words, ¢ The plentiful devouring of thofe
““{pirits has killed as many thoufands of men as
‘“ there are ftarsin the fky. Nay ten times ten
““ thoufands have died by thefe, more than all the
““reft of the poifons whatever.”
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in providing fuitable and neceffary Apparatus for
carrying their views into execution. AND
WHEREAS inftances have occurred where per-
fons, apparently dead, from drowning, and o-
ther caules, have, by the humane and benevo-
lent exertions of the faid Society, been reftored
to life, and preferved to their families, and the
Community ; and, itis probable, that, great
and eflential benefit, will, in future, be derived
to individuals, and the public, from the laud-
able efforts of the faid Society.

. NOW KNOW YE, that, at the requeft of the
faid Society, and for their encouragement, and
the better enabling of them to profecute the ob-
je€ts of their aflociation ; and, in purfuance of
an A& of the General Afflembly of the Common-
wealth of Pennfylvania, entitled *“ An A& to
¢ confer on certain Affociationsof the Citizensof
¢¢ this Commonwealth, the Powers and Immuni-
“ties of Corporations or Bodies politic in
“ Law,” the faid Society is by thefe Prefents
and agreeably to the faid A& of Aflembly, and
in pur{uance thereof, incorporated, and made a
Body corporate and politic in Law, to have per-
petual duration and fucceflion for ever, by the
name and ftyle of “The Humane Society of
Philadelphia”” on the Conditions and with the

Powers and Immunities herein after mentioned,
that is to fay :
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Sect. I. THAT David Rittenhoufe, Thomas
Fitzfimmons, Tench Coxe, Samuel Miles,
Samuel Pleafants, George Meade, Mordecai
Lewis, George Latimer, John Kaighn, Benja-
min Rufh, Edward Penington, Sharp Delany,
William Barton, Thomas Palchall, Ifaac Hazle-
hurft, William Rawle, James Abercrombie,
Benjamin Say, Ifrael Whelen, John Wood,
Cafpar Wiftar, junr. Ifaac Wharton, William
Hall, Samuel Powel Grifiits, John Dunlap,
Charles Marfhall, Thomas Penrofe, Caleb
Lownes, James Afh, Mofes Levy, John Dorfey,
George Pennock, William Clarkfon, Robert
Parrith, Richard Rundle, Chriftopher Mar-
fhall, junr. Jofeph Lownes, James Starr, Peter
Sonmans Glentworth, Thomas Shields, Hilary
Baker, John Evans, John Fries, Robert Smith,
William Von Phul, Amos Wickerfham, John
Hopkins, Bartholomew Wiftar, Jofeph Cruk-
fhank, Jacob Shoemaker, Townfend Speakman,
Samuel Pancoalt, junr. Gideon Hill Wells,
Kearney Wharton, Zaccheus Collins, George
Fox, Jacob Roberts Howell, and Peter Thom-
fon, junr. together with all thofe who now are,
and fuch others who fhall hereafter become
Members of the faid Society, are hereby made a
Body politic and corporate in Law, and fhall
have perpetual {ucceflion, and may fue and be
fued, plead and be impleaded, by the name of
¢ The Humane Society of Philadelphia’ afore-
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faid, in all Courts of Judicature within this
Commonwealth, and fhall have hold and enjoy,
all fuch Privileges, Rights, Powers, Immunities,
and Franchifes as other Corporations in this
Commonwealth ufually enjoy.

SecT. II. The corporation aforefaid and their
Succeflors for ever, fhall have power bythe name,
{tile, and title aforefaid, to receive and take, have
hold and enjoy, and to purchafe, and grant, bar-
gain and fell any Lands Tenements and Heredita-
ments, and any Monies, Legacies, Goods and
Chattels, and any other eftates and property real
perfonal or mixed, - of the Gift, Alienation, De-
vife or Bequelt of any Perfon or Perfons whatfo-
ever, or which theymayacquire in any other way.
PROVIDED, that the clear yearly value or in-
come, of the mefluages, houfes, lands and tene-
ments, rents, annuities, or other hereditaments,
and real eftate of the faid Society or Corpora-
tion, and the intereft of money by the fame lent,
fhall not exceed the Sum of five Hundred
Pounds.

Sect. III. THE CORPORATION afore-
faid, and their fucceflorsfor ever, fhall have pow-
er by the name ftile and title aforefaid, to lend
on interelt any fum or fums of money, to fuch
perfon or perfons and bodies politic or corpo-

rate as may be willing to borrow the fame, in
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2dly, To examine whether the pulfe at the
wrilts or temples beats forcibly, and ifit does to
bleed immediately ; but if the pulfe be weak, or
cannot be perceived, bleeding muft not be per-
formed.

3dly, To place his feet and legs (or if it can
be done) the lower half of his body, in warm
water. But if this remedy fails,

4thly, Dr. Tiffot advifes to apply linen
cloths wet with cold water, or with cold water
and vinegar, to the temples and all over the

head.

sthly, To adminifter plentiful draughts of vin-
egar and water {weetened.

In all cafes of this kind, a phyfician fhould be
{ent for, unlefs the patient recovers {peedily.

To prevent the Effects of exceffive Cold.

Perfons are in danger of being deftroyed by
cold when theybecome very drowfy, or areaffe(t-
ed with general numbnefs or infenfibility of the
body. As the cold which proves fatal, generally
affeéts the feet firlt, great care fthould be taken to

keep them as warm as poffible.

G
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1ft, By proteéting them when you are expo-
fed to cold with wool, or woollen focks in the
fhoes or boots, or with large woollen ftockings
drawn over them, or when you ride, with hay
or {traw wrapped round them.

2dly, By keeping up a brifk circulation in the
blood veflels of the feet, by moving them conftant-
ly ; or when this is impracticable, from a confi-
ned fituation, and two or more perfons are expo-
fed together,

adly, By placing their feet, without fhoes,
againft each other’s breaft.

If, notwithftanding thefe precautions, a per-
fon fhould be rendered fleepy or infenfible by
cold, he muft exert himfelf and move about
quickly, for if he fhould fleep in the cold, he
will inevitably perith. When a perfon who
is travelling in company, begins to be affeted
in this manner, his companions fhould force
him to walk brifkly, or to run.

When cold has produced apparent death, the
bodythouldbe placed in a room without fire, and
rubbed fteadily with fnow, or cloths wet with
cold water, at the fame time that the bellows is
applied to the nofe, and ufed as in the cafe of
drowning. This treatment fhould be continued





















