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I except here the doétrine of the Principle of Life, re-
vived by Mr John Hunter, and attempted to be confirm~
ed by fome eminent phyfiologifts of our own time: The
theory is ingenious, has many f{upporters, and from the
many fhadows of plaufibility which it carries in its coun-
tenance, is calculated, when viewed at a diftance, to
make convertive impreflions on the minds of its unfcru-

tinizing readers.

But as it feems fitted to reftore the theory of occult
qualities, under the fpéciuus title of principles, fhould it
extend itfelf among perfons lefs enlightened than its pre-
{ent defenders, a view of its conneftions with reafon and
facts becomes defirable. It may feem like throwing a
prefumptuous gauntlet, in me, to attempt it ; but, as in the
courfe of this differtation, I intend to advance propofi-
tions very oppofite, and think it effentially compatible
with their future adoption, to remove every obftacle
which can intercept their paffage into the minds of a feru-
tinizing public; I hope I fhall be indulged with a few
ftriCtures on this doétrine, particularly in this happy en-
lightened period of fcience, when dogmas and affertions
are followed, under the authority of great names, no far-

ther than they are fupported by fats or experience.

I will not take the advantage of the {ubject as treated by
any particular gentleman, but will mention all the proofs

that I can recolleét in favor of the doftrine, as {uggefted
by
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{atisfatorily be accounted for on the ftimulus of their

contained Auids.

2. That refpiration is under the influence of the will,
and the action of the heart, through the medium of the re-

fpiration, has in one inftance been fufpended by the will.*

II1. Thethird argument drawn from the want of a brain,
in full grown feetufes, and of which the defenders of
the vital princinciple triumph and fwagger not a little,
tends to an entire fubverfion of the ufe of the brain. Fee-
rufes have been born without a heart ; and this fact would
equally difprove the neceflity of the heart in circulation :

But feetufes born without a brain do not generally

farvive birth.

Dr. Haller fuppofes, with great probability, that in
thefe accidents the brain is not originally wanting, but is
deftroyed by difeafe during the growth of the foetus. If
the brain was not not effentially neceffary for the continu-
ance of life, the independent living principle, in the cales
where it has been abfent, might have ¢ actuated the {yf-
tems”’ of thofc few who have unfortunately died in con-

fequence of its abfence.

If

* Dr. Cheyne relates the cafe of a Col. Townfend, who could
fufpend the vital motions at pleafure, which can be accounted for in
no other manner, Vid. Englifh Malady.
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ciple exifted in an egg fufficient to altuate it, I would alk
why is not the chick brought into exiftence without the
application of heat and air ? But to go farther, I do affert
that the egg before incubation, pofleffes no life whatever.
Life without motion is inconceivable, and * it is only
from a knowledge of death we gain an idea of life.”
Now as there is no aétion in the egg (let it be ever {o new)
I think T am at liberty to conclude, that it does not poflefs
the fmalleft vifible property of animated nature.  All that
Mr. Hunter’s experiments on this fubject prove, is, in my
opinion, that fluids of different denfities, or organization,

freezein different temperatures of the atmofphere.

The difficulties which feem moft to oppofe the exiltence

of aliving principle are,
1. Its deftrutibility.

That it is deftructible needs only a quotation from one
of its ftrenuous advocatest, ¢ The living principle muft
be aéted upon by ftimuli, otherwife it lofes its vigor, be-
comes languid, and is at laft extinguifhed.” He alfo re-
marks that exceflive ftimuli deftroy it. In the firft part
of this quotation, the Dotor has robbed the principle of
the definition given by himfelf, and makesit a mere depen-

C dent

* Hunter's Lefture’s on the Principle of Life in his courfe of
Surgery.
4+ Gardiner—See his Animal Economy, p. 23. fec. 16,



r W ]
dent fomething, which cannot exift without a certain
force of ftimuli. But if a principle on which the fyftem
depended for its action were deftroyed by ftimuli, when
exceflive or defedtive, I would afk, how the body would
be ever after altuated ? It muft certainly perifh, would be
the anfwer. This, though it would be a categorical anfwer
with refpect to the human body, would not be ftrictly
true ; becaufe we have innumerable cafes of death, from

fyncope, from cold, and from fubmerfion where the body
was reanimated after a fufpenfion of all motion for feveral
hours 5 and in all thefe cafes, according to Dr. Gardiner,
the living principle mu(t have been extinguifbed.

But admitting the living principle to exift in the {yftem
ina latent ftate, which fuppofition they pretend to have a
right to claim, if it be capable of actuating the body,
which they all affert, I would afk why does not life re-
turn without the application of ftimulants ? If certain
{timuli entirely deftroyed the vital principle, fo every
{timulant, according to its force, muft partially extin guifh
it: And as there is no power in the fyftem to renew it,
and as it exifts in a “ colle@ted ftate * fo, logically in-
ferring, it muft conftantly decline from the firft breath
of an animal ; and a child could fcarcely beginto enjoy life,

when the principle which actuates it, muft be annihilated
by the fimuli that conftantly furround it.

2+ L he



















































