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larger branches of the tree, and Iamthe more con-
firmed in this opinion by the ideas of my friends Dr.
Withering and %r. Fothergill, conveyed in their let-
ters tv me, in which they obferve, that the eflendal
and active parts of the Oak Bark are more entire, and
in larger quantity in the trunk and larger branches,
than in the twigs or {maller branches, which are com-
paratively of an imperfect growth ; perhaps the Small
and Quilled Bark may be prdeured from younger trees,
not yet arrived at their full maturity, and therefore
yielding a Bark of a weaker quality *. -

I am juftified very much by the analogy of other
Barks, and by the influence of foil and expofure, in
changing the appearances, and even of affeCting the
virtues of the fame {pecies of vegetables, to conclude,
that the diverfity both in fize and colour of the Red
Bark from the common Peruvian Bark, may depend

B either

I was informed at Loxa, that heretofore they preferred the coarf-
eft Bark, and laid it by as a rarity, but now the fineft is mofl efteem~
ed: The merchants may poffibly find their account in it, as it takes
up lefs room in packing. But a Direfor of the Englifh South Sea
Company at Panama, through which all the Quinquina that comes
to Europe muft pafs, alfured me, that the preference given at prefent
to the fine Bark, is in confequence of feveral chymical analyfes and
experiments which have been made on both forts in England. It
feems probable, that the difficulty of thoroughly drying the large
coarfe Bark, and the humidity it is naturally apt to contraft and re-
tain, has helped to bring it into difrepute. = Vulgar prejodice will have
it; that to lofe nothing of its virtue, the tree fhould be barked in the
moon’sdecreafe, and on the eaft fide. Thefecircumitances, as alfo its
beigg gathered on the mountain of Cajanuma, were certified by a
WNotary in 1735, wherethe Marquis de Caftiefuerte procured a quan-
tity of Quinquina from Loxa, to carry to Spain on his return.

Memoir de I’ Acad. d.°§. 1738.

® Mr. Arrot, a Scotch Surgeon, who had gathered the Bark in the
place where it grows, (ays, that the {mall curled Bark {o much efteem-
ed in England, isthe Bark of younger trees, which frequently reco-
ver the Barking, while the older trees never do. This affords a
ftrong proof, that the early bark introduced into Eurape was of the
larger kind, and from the older trees, while the difficulty of procuz-
ileﬁ‘it. has been the means of introducing a (mall and younger Bark.
. Arrot, and every other Traveller agrees in préeferring the Red
Bark to any othex. 3 !

: Encyclope fia. Cortex. Vor. I.
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browner without, and of an higher colour within ;
but the trees which grow on the middle of the
mountains, have a Bark yet browner than the other
and more rugged. All thefe Barks are bitter, but
that from the trees at the bottom of the mountains,
lefs than the others.

& It follows from hence, that .the Bark of the leaft
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virtue, is that which grows in the loweft places,. be-
caufe it abounds more with earthy and watry parts,
than that which grows high, and which for the
contrary reafon is better ; but the beft of all is that
which grows in the middle of the mountains, be-
caufe it has not too much or too little nourifhment.
There is another kind of Bark which comes from
the mountains of Petofi, and is browner, more aro-
matic, and bicterer than the former, but abundant-
ly fcarcer than any of the reft. |
* The conditions or qualities we ought to obferve
in the Bark, are, that it be heavy, of a firm {ub-
ftance, found and dry. Beware of fuch as is rot-
ten, and will fink in water prefently, and that flies
into duft in breaking, or is dirty and unclean, as it
happens to be fometimes ; but make choice of fuch
as is in little thin pieces, dark and blackith without,
with a little white mofs, or fome {mall fern-leaves
fticking to it, reddifh within, of a bitter and difa-
reeable rafte ; and refufe that which is full of
light chives when broke and of a ruffet colour, and
take care that there be not feveral pieces of wood
mixed with it, which you have more of fometimes
than the Barl. |
<. This was brought firft into France in the year
1650, by the Cardinal Lago, a Jefuit, who having
brought this from Peru, it was had in fuch vogue
in France, as to be fold weight for weight at the
price of gold.”

I have fince the publication of the firft edition of
this treatife, extended my enquiries into other coun-

tries,



g e
tries, from which 1 am cenvinced that there cannot 2
doubr be entertained of its being the Cinchona Officinalis.
I have a {pecimen of the Red Bark which was given
me by Mr. Babbington, the Apothecary of Guy’s
Holfpital—it contains in it a branch of Quill Bark,
exactly as it was imported. e s 4

I have feen fome fpecimens of Red Bark fo véry
large, thag they contained a great proportion of woody
part, and therefore lefs fit for ufe than thofe of 2 more
moderate fize ; indeed from having made fuch fre-
quent experiments on this fubje&t, I am able with
great precifion to afcertain the comparative quantity
of refin in any two pieces of Bark from their external
appearance.

It has been fuggelted by fome, that the Red Bark
relembled much the mahogany Bark ; but having ex-
- amined that Bark, and having converfed with perfons
to whom it 1s extremely familiar, I am perfuaded that
there is no foundation for the opinion of its being the
{ame. If future naturalifts, by having better oppor-
tunites of inveftigating this part of our {ubjeét, fhould
be periuaded that it is the Bark of a tree of a differ-
rent gewus, or [pecies, from the Cinchona Officinalis,
fuch a difcovery cannot invalidate the proots of its
fuperior efficacy ; and I fhould have been happy had
it been found to be the production of any-of our co-
lonies, inftead of its being as yet known in Europe
only as a native of South America. Several very in- .
telligent men, who were difpofed to think it the Bark
of a different tree, immediately changed their opinion,
trom examining it in tincture, decoétion, or infufion,
in which forms it conveys the genuine tafte and fAa-
vour of the common Peruvian Bark, under the ap-
pearance of a much ftronger impregnation. I fufpeét
that we have been long in error by judging chiefly of
the goodnefs of Peruvian Bark, from the colour of its
external coat. I have feen fome fpecimens of Red
Bark extremely rich in refinous parts with a very
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white coat, but whofe inner layers were compa&t, and
of adark red or ochry colour. I have examined
twenty chefts of this Red Bark in the very ftatein
which it was imported, and there is always found a
very confiderable  proportion of Quill Bark amongft
it.

If the execution of this work was equal to its im-
portance, it would challenge the attention of the pub-
lic, in a degree far above moft medical fubje@s. This
will be unqueitionably admitted by thofe who have
been eye witneffes to the malignancy and fatality of
‘intermittent and remittent Fevers, in every part of the

lobe, but more :fpec:aily in warm climates ; this

? tahty is by no means owing to the ignorance or un-

fkilfulnefs of the praétitioners in thofe countries, but
to the inefficacy of the common Bark in general ufe.

The numbers who fall a facrifice to the epidemic-
and feafoning Fevers of warm climates, are admitted
infinitely to exceed thofe who are deftroyed by the
enemy. In almoft all the dangerous Fevers whlr:h
occur in our Ealt and Weft India fettlements, the
Bark is a principal remedy. I think it therefore an
object of the greateft national importance, that our
‘fleets and armies fhould be liberally fupplied with this

- Bark, which will feldom or ever difappoint them.

I have been told by a druggift, that its great attivity
rendered it a dangerous remedy ;3 my an{wer was, thac
wine mixed with water was much fafer in the hands

“of an unfkilful prattitioner, than wine alone, but that
did not prove that wine was not a better cordial than
water. - The {fame realoning may be applied to prove,
that weak and decayed remedies, by being much
~milder in their operations, are therefore preferable to
fuch as are more perfect of their kind. I believe the
general, and Dbeft founded complaint is agamﬁ the
want of power and efficacy of Bark, and not that it is
too powerful and active. In proof of this, I refer my
readers to the letters annexed, wmch demonftrate, chat

fuch
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it, its apearance was fo very unlike that of common
bark ; at laft they offered it by way of trial to fuch
Apothecaries as refide in counties where agues are
frequent; the fuccels attending its ufe {foon convin-
ced them of its fuperior efficacy. It was early intro-
duced Into the hofpitals, and its greater powers be-
came univerfally acknowledged. It has continued
ever fince 1n general ufe in the Hofpitals of St. Bar-
tholomew, St. Thomas, Guy, and the London. The
reputation, therefore, of the Red Bark ftands better
eltablifhed, and is fupported by the concurring tetti-
mony of more Phylicians, than that of any other arti-
cle of the Materia Medica. 1 am affured by every
Druggift with whom I have converfed on the {ubject,
that the demand for it in this country is prefling and
general. I am likewife informed, that the markets
may be wellfufpplied with it; and, as it is no longer
in the hands of a few dealers, the prejudices of the
Druggilts have fubfided, and I have lately heard no-
thing of its'deftructive qualities, which were faid to
have arifen from its fuperior powers.

Being highly fenfible of the difficulty of eftablifh-
ing fuch facls, either on the effects of remedies, or on
any branch of medicine which regards the animal ce-
conomy, I have folicited the opinion of many ingeni-
ous and attentive practitioners, who from their fitva-
‘tion have had frequent opportunities of trying the
Red Bark. This caution appeared the more neceffa-
ry, becaufe I am well perfuaded that the love of nc-
velty, and too great a credulity in admitting falts on
very doubtful authorities, have corrupted medicine
more than any other {cience, and proved more inju-
rious than the moft abfurd and fanciful theories, the
errors of which are eafily detected.
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