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TO THE READER. T

But to return. It has been so long the habit of medi-
cal faith, to receive the notions of theory together with
the facts of observation, that it eannot even conceive the
possibility of their separation. It was on the ground of
this habit, so early fixed, that the Greek mythology as-
signed the arts of medicine and poetry to the same tu-
telary God. Yet Apollo himself seems to have fairly

ties of teachers in their own art: and by long acting under this con-
viction, it is not beyond possibility that they may at last bring
about that degraded condition of the Faculty, which their contemp-
tuous rule over it now presupposes. It often happens, that the most
striking instances of the ridiculous are the result of unsuccessful at-
tempts at the sublime. And certainly, the grave sittings and coun-
sels of a body of eighteen Lawyers, four Divines, and two Manu-
facturers, upon the affairs of medicine, without even one physician,
merely to help them in technical pronunciation, must now and then
turn a broad laugh into the sleeve of some among them, who have
not by the gradual thievery of custom, lost all perception of this
monstrous incongruity, between their ability and the duties of their
office.

Ignorance in office is an awkward thing,—a dangerous thing,—
and a slavish thing:—for it aims to act what it cannot conceive;—
it must frequently act wrong ;—and knowing nothing of its duty, it
may become the tool of Cunning, who always knows his. And thus
In a presumptuous attempt to administer the affairs of medicine by
incompetent agents, the ruling counsel may be some self-interested
contribution, with the twofold consequence of a back-stair govern-
ment.——The misleading counsellors escape responsibility, and
the unconscious agents remain incorrigible.

If I here speak unacceptably, it is with a right to speak on this
subject. For though a quiet but contented devotion to labors, of
future efficacy as I hope, in my profession, has placed me beyond
the desire for its official honors, I am, through the exercise of daily
duties as a practitioner, still within the influence of its common
rights and its wrongs. And the total exclusion of physicians from
even a part in the direction of their own schools of medicine, is a fla-
grant and preposterous act of usurpation which might call for the
light of further inquiry, if the glaring sense itself of the question,
now it is broached, should not sufliciently illaminate it.

Unfortunately for the precision and progress of medicine, it it a
popular art. Colleges and such institutions can be no otherwise
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