Medical inquiries and observations (Volume 1-2).

Contributors

Rush, Benjamin, 1746-1813.
Finley, A.

Hays, Isaac, 1796-1879

National Library of Medicine (U.S.)

Publication/Creation
Philadelphia : Published by Anthony Finley ..., 1819.

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/pfcnrnz5

License and attribution

This material has been provided by This material has been provided by the
National Library of Medicine (U.S.), through the Medical Heritage Library. The
original may be consulted at the National Library of Medicine (U.S.) where the
originals may be consulted.

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/




WASHINGTON

Founded 1836

Section . ”” ¢ *

Number /OOQSO

Foawm 113e, W. D., B. G. O.
o 3—10543 (Revised June 13, 1936)

P 2% 4





























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































32 THE EFFICACY OF COMMON SALT

I acknowledge I cannot extend this observation to the
public teachers of religion. I have known several instances
of their being affected by hamoptysis; but never but one
in which the disease came on in the pulpit, and that was
in a person who had been recently cured of it. The cases
which I have seen, have generally been brought on by
catarrhs.

To this disease, the practice of some of our American
preachers disposes them in a peculiar manner; for it is
very common with this class of them, to expose themselves
to the cold or evening air, immediately after taking what
a celebrated and eloquent preacher used to call a pulpit
sweat.

3. This hemorrhage chiefly occurs in debilitated habits,
or in persons afflicted by such a predisposition to consump-
tion, as indicates a weak and relaxed state of the lungs.

4. It generally occurs when the lungs are in a passive
state; as in sitting, walking, and more frequently in lying.
Many of the cases that I have known, have occurred during
sleep, in the middle of the night.

From these facts, is it not probable that the common
salt, by acting primarily, and with great force upon the
throat, extends its stimulus to the bleeding vessel, and by
giving it a tone, checks the further effusion of blood ?

I shall only add to this conjecture, the following obser-
vations ;

1. I have never known the common salt perform a cure
where the h@morrhages from the lungs has been a symp-
tom of a confirmed cousumption. In this case, however,
it gives a certain temporary relief. But the bleeding, so
unfavourable in the close of this disease, often prevents
consumption when it occurs in its early stage, by deple-
ting entirely from the lungs.

2 The exhibition of common salt in the hzmoptysis,
should by no means supersede the use of occasional bleed-
ing when indicated by plethora, nor of that diet which the
state of the pulse or of the stomach, may require.

3. _[ have given the common salt in one case with suc-
cess, in a hzemorrhage from the stomach, accompanied by
a vomuting ; and have heard of several cases in which it
has been supposed to have checked a discharge of blood
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































208 OBSERVATIONS ON

appearances; All the muscles of the neck had a livid
colour, such as we sometimes observe, after death, in
persons who died of the sore throat. The muscles
employed in deglutition and speech were suffused with
blood. The epiglottis was inflamed, and the glottis so
thickened and contracted, as barely to admit a probe of
the common size. The trachea below it was likewise
inflamed, and thickened, and contained a quantity of
mucus in it, such as we observe, now and then, after
death from cynanche trachealis. The esophagus ex-
hibited no marks of disease; but the stomach had
several inflamed spots upon it, and contained a matter
of a brown appearance, and which emitted an offensive
odour.

From the history of this dissection, and of many others
in which much fewer marks appeared of violent disease,
in parts whose actions are essential to life, it is highly
probable death is not induced in the ordinary manner in
which malignant fevers produce it, but by a sudden or
gradual suffocation. It is the temporary closure of this
aperture which produces the dread of swallowing liquids :
hence the reason why they are swallowed suddenly, and
with intervals, in the manner that has been described ;
for, should the glottis be closed during the time of tweo
swallows, in the highly diseased state of the system
which takes place in this disecase, suffocation would be
the immediate and certain consequence. The same
difficulty and danger attend the swallowing saliva, and
hence the symptom of spitting, which has been so often
taken notice of in hydrophobia. Solids are swallowed
more easily than fluids, only because they descend by
intervals, and because a less closure of the glottis is suf-
ficient to favour their passage into the stomach, This
remark is confirmed by the frequent occurrence of death
in the very act of swallowing, and that too with the
common symptoms of suffocation. To account for
death from this cause, and in the manner that has
been described, it will be necessary to recollect, that
fresh air is more necessary to the action of the lungs in
a fever than in health, and much more so in a fever of a





















































































































































































































