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( 22 )
deferves our particular attention ; as it is moré
common for cities to treat their eminent lite=
rary characters with negle¢t during their
lives, and centuries afterwards to contend*
for the honor of having given them birth.
The different medical focieties of Edinburgh
followed him to his chamber with addrefles
full of gratitude and affe¢tion. In mention-
ing thefe facts, I am led to contemplate the
venerable fubject of our praifes in a fitu-
ation truly folemn and interefting. How
pregnant with inftruction is the death-bed of
a phyfician, who has {pent a long life in ex-
tenfive and fuceefsful practice! If the for-
rows we have relieved are the fureft fupport
in our own, how great muft have been the
confolation which Dr. Cullen derived, in his
laft hours, from a review of his active and
ufeful life! How many fathers and mo-
thers, hufbands and wives, brothers and fif-
ters, whofe tears he had wiped away by a-
verting the ftroke of death from the objects
of their affe¢tions, muft have prefented them-
felves to his imagination, and foothed his
foul with grateful prayers for his eternal wel-
fare ! But the retrofpeét of the fervices he
had rendered to his fellow-creatures, was not

confined to the limits of his extenfive bufi-
nefs




é =3 )
nefs in the city of Edinburgh. While the
illuftrious actions of moft men may be view-
ed with a naked eye, the atchievments of
Dr. Cullen, in the diftant regions of humani-
ty and fcience, can only be perceived by the
help of a telefcope. Let us apply this in-
ftrument to difcover his exploits of benefi-
cence in every quarter of the world. He had
filled the capitals, and moft of the towns of
Great-Britain and Ireland with eminent phy-
ficians. Many of his pupils had arrived at
the firft honors in their profeffion in the prin-
cipal cities on the continent of Europe. Ma-
ny of them had extended the bleflings of his
improvements in the principles and practice
of medicine, to every Britifh fettlement in the
Eaft and Weft Indies, and to every free ftatein
America. But the fum of his ufefulnefs did
not end here. He had taught the different
profeflors in the College of Philadelphia, and
in the Univerfity of Pennfylvania, the art of
teaching others the moft fuccefsful methods
of curing difeafes, and thereby he had con-
veyed the benefits of his difcoveriesinto every
part of the United States. How great was
the mafs of fuch accumulated beneficence !

and how fublime muft have been the plea-
{ure
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