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PREFACE,

In publishing a work like the present, the usual preface ..
the form of apologies would but too justly be considered a
species of mock modesty entirely superfluous, and out of keep-
ing with the nature and design of the following pages, of the
undeniable truths which they contain, and the importance ef
their being forthwith promulgated to the world. Ishall there-
fore offer no apologies to any man, or body of men, for doing
my duty to my God, and to my fellow-beings. I have written
what I clearly and conscientiously believe to be facts, and
have laid open to the eyes of the multitude what they, in jus-
tiee, should know, and in language divested of all sophisti-
cated mystery, and with the scalpel of truth, (guided only by
the hand of experience and common sense,) have laid bare
what can never again be concealed by the mystic garb of false
philosophy. . And while I would, (in common courtesy) *‘pray
all the forms,”” am well aware, on the one hand, of the discom-
fiture which this work will cause in the medical camp, and
of the cavalcade which will be raised to cut their way through,
and trample under foot the doctrine of ‘‘homocopathia.”’ But
it is vain,—it has already too many votaries of the highest
standing in medical science, whu have conscientiously left the
ranks of the old school,* and laid down their most dangerous
weapons atithe feet of that shrine which has lighted up their
enquiring minds with tnose glorious rays which has wrought

»] ean produce letters, eays the enlightened-Dr. Riu, of eminent physicians
who have candidly declared, that since they became convinced of the truth
of homoeopathy, they think it to be against thelr conscience to prastice any
lenger assording to the principles of the old schoel.


































































OF HOMEOPATHY. 17

action, and operation, and effect of every article, must be
accounted for pathologically, physiologically, rationally.
It is astonishing to witness the pertinacity, activity, and
ingenuity of this ¢ detestable mania for explanation,” as a
French author on materia medica calls it. It is not
enough that any given medicine or mode of treatment
cures. This knowledge would be mere empiricism, un-
worthy altogether of the scientific physician. We must
know how it cures, and why it cures; and unless these
things are made out, we are bound to believe that it does
not cure at all—that we have been mistaken, and that
the two circumstances of the use of the remedy and the
cure, which simple observation had taught us, sustained
to each other the relation of cause and effect, must have
been only accidentally so connected. If any one circum-
stance exhibits more strikingly than another, the folly
and absurdily of this passion, it is that of multifarious and
contradictory explanations that are continually and suc-
cessfully invented and maintained.

There is hardly a page of Dr. Dunglison’s book which
does not contain more or less paper spoiled, and worso
than spoiled, by magisterial and confident statements of
the hows, and whys, and wherefores of pathology and
therapeutics. Does any one doubt this? Then, let him
study the book for the purpose of settling this particular
point; and when he comes upon an explanation, let him
inquire whether it is any thing more than a conjecture.

If fanciful and speculative men choose to amuse
B3












OF HOMEOPATHY. 21

ages, and have filled almost innumerable volumes, which
have essentially turned upon the definition of a word?
How frequently has an article of the materia medica
been employed, not from an experience of its actual effect,
but from some nominal property assigned to it by an
imperfoct analogy or imaginary quality? The means
that have been proposed to check these observations, to
rectify errors, and to reduce medical science to its appro-
priate and correet limits, are, indeed, few and simple, and
of no difficult application; but there is one essential
requisite without which they can be of no avail,—a mind
disposed to the reception of truth, determined to follow it
wherever it may lead the inquirer, united to a high sense
of moral obligation, which may induce the medical prac-
titioner to bear in mind, that his profession is a deposite,
placed in his hands for the benefit of mankind, and that he
incurs an awful degree of moral responsibility who abuses
this sacred trust, or diverts it to a base or selfish purpose.

Professor Samuel Jackson’s introductory lecture to the
medical students of the University of Pennsylvania.
“(Can this reform be much longer postponed? I be-

lieve not. The interests of the profession—the imme-

diate pecuniary interests of practitioners are too deeply
implicated to admit that things should long continue in
their present state. It cannot be concealed, that public
confidence in the knowledge and intelligence of the pro-
fession has becn shaken—has been most materially






































































































































































































OF HOMEOPATHY. 87

18 thus that the homeeopathic law involves the principle
of specific action.

Finally, it must be remembered, that the diet which
homaeopathy prescribes, by rejecting the use of all sub-
stances which could exert any medicinal action, leaves to
its minute doses, already so well calculated to act on an
unerring principle, all the power which they, by their
mode of preparation, possess.

The action of these doses on the nervous system.

‘The nervous system is the means by which all parts of
the body are brought into communication with each other,
in order to form one harmonious whole: and this system
1s evidently the means of transmitting the effects of the
medicines which are administered in homeeopathy.

It is well known that it has been, and still is, the prac-
tice of the old school, to exhibit large doses of medicine,
and either (antipathically) to confide to the stomach the
care of conveying them, by the slow process of digestion,
absorption, and circulation, directly to that part of the
body which is attacked by diseaso, or (allopathically) by
disordering healthy parts to attack the disease indirectly.
But by the homceopathic method, those medicaments, for
which the system has the highest aptitude, are brought -
into contact with the papille of the tongue, which is found
to be sufficient, in all cases, to produce the desired effect ;
and, in soms, smelling alone is enough. They thus touch,
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directly, the sentient root of the nervous tree, through
which thelir power is conveyed to the whole system.

Mr. Walker, the author of an elaborate work on the
nervous system, is of opinion that the hemceopathic doses
cannot act either on the nerves of taste, or those of com-
mon sensation in the tongue, (the lingual branches of the
trifacial, and of the glosso-pharyngeal nerves), because
it is the general characteristic of nerves of sensation pass-
ing toward the brain, to be accompanied by consciousness,
and to terminate in perception, which is not the common
effect of homoeopathic doses. He nevertheless thinks, that
our want of consciousness, and perception of the action of
these doses, is still noargument against their acting on the
nervous system, because it is much more probable that
they act on the nervous system of life, than on that of the
mind, namely : on the branches of the great sympathetie.
It is certain that this system, which has its centres im
the trunk of the body, sends branches out of it, which
accompany all the great vessels, and which may be easily
seen on the external iliac arteries, where they becoms
femoral.

The necessity for such accompaniment, he observes, is
rendered remarkably evident, by branches of the nerve
ascending from the trunk even to the brain, from which it
is obvious, that if a cerebral nerve would have answered
the purpose, it could have been far more easily supplied.

But it is evident that the sympathetic and its branchee,
are everywhere the nerves of life, having their centres in
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have made this second discovery of Hahnemann a sub-
jact of ridicule.

But are we to consider all things of which we have
hitherto been ignorant, as a parodox or an absurdity ?

Is the activity of medicinal substances, or the doses
which homeeopathy prescribes, more repugnant to reason
than the velocity with which light traverses space.* The
remedies are merely stripped of their bodies, of their matter,
that the spirit may be employed, and that they may be
rendered palatable.

Are we not equally ignorant of the cause of the develop-
ment of seeds committed to the earth; and do we, there-
fore, refuse to profit by the result? Certainly. An ob-
jection against the possibility of such doses being efficient,
has been raised upon the influence of imagination, by those
who pefer talking or writing about what they do not know,
to that of experiment, which always confers the surest
knowledge. But these arguers, in the warmth of their
zeal, overlook or are ignorant of the fact, that these doses
are peculiarly effective with children, and even with do-
mostic animals. It has, in the same spirit, and in the
face of all facts, been asserted, that it is utterly impossible
that medicaments so divided should produce any effect

+By a calculation of the velocity of llght, S8yrius is supposed to be at least
54,224,000,000,000 miles from the earth. That which appears only like a thin
and silvery cloud sireaking the heavens, is, in effect, composed of innumerable
clusters of suns, each shining with ite own light, and illuminating numbers of
planets that revolve around them. Millions and millions of suns are ranged
around us, all attended by innumerable worlde. yet ealm, regular, and harmo-
nious, all keeping the paths of inmutable neceseity.
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whatever. The objectors forget, that although the medica-
ments are attenuated to a point which makesitimpossible
to recognise their color, taste, or smell, yet it does by no
means follow, that their qualities should be diminished in
the same proportion. On the contrary, they are so much
developed and augmented by the process already spoken
of, that it is unnecessary, and it would, in some cases, be
dangerous to administer them in larger quantities.

I would ask those who thus refuse to admit the efficacy
of such medicaments, because they are not visible to the
aye or palpable to the touch, whether they can see, touch,
or.in any manner recognise the miasm or cause of cholera,
of the smallpox, of scarlet fever, or of the plague? The
answer must be in the negalive; and yet it cannot be
doubted that these fearful scourges are produced by some
cause. Who, then, will deny the immense power of invisi-
ble and imperceptible causes?

Why should our scepticism be reserved for the doctrine
of the effects which palpable bodies (much attenuated, it is
true, but of which a portion, however attenuated, still re-
mains in our preparation,) are capable of manifesting

upon the human organism.*

=

+To what extent a body may be divided before we arrive at jts simple
elementary atoms, we shall probably never be able to conjecture, If a piece
of marble, or any other substance, be reduced to its finest powders, its original
particles, or atoms, will not be bruised or affected: and if the powder be ex-
umined by a microscope, each grain will be found a solid stone, similar in
appearance to the block from which it is broken. A single grain of blue vitriol,
sulplizte of copper, will communicate color to five gallons of water, in which
ease the copper must be divided several millions of times, and yet each drop
ef the liquid may coutain as many colored particles.


































OF HOMEOPATHY. 103

aible to advance or retreat, have expiated their rashness or
ignorance by immediate death. The curious and power-.
ful effect of gases on the human economy, is well worthy
of study. This palpable influence is early felt, since at
one time we see the most robust persons, when exposed
to a particular emanation, thrown into a fatal lethargy:

- others, of the most serious character, when they have
breathed another gas, thrown into convulsions of laughter,
and performing the most grotesque antics. But emana-
tions are often acting as invisible enemies upon our health
and spirits when we are least aware of them or their influ-
ence; and if we have not diserimination to discover, and
knowledge to enable us to remove the cause, vainly shall
we resort 1o every other remedy for our distress.

We shall not expatiate on several other emanations,
comparalively unimportant, but no less curious, and, in

“some instances, of beneficial operation on the human frame;
such as those arising from fresh meat, and other articles
of food to which our butchers and victuallers are supposed
to be partly indebted for their pertliness and good looks—
singular instances, if well founded, of the control exer-
cised on our bodies by surrounding media.

The atmosphere of spots inhabited by living beings is,
says Fodeere, if we may be allowed the expression, but a
confused assemblage of all that has passed from the solid
to the fluid, or to the soluble state, through the agency of
heat—of effluvia exhaled incessantly from the bodies
which the air surrounds, penetrates, dissolves odoriferous
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practitioner must not leave sight of them, if at times they
avail little in detecting the actual malady. At other times,
by their sympathetic relations, the physician is enabled to
individualize the case; and they prove serviceable in ex-
hibiting the constitutional tendencies of the patient, and
in determining the choice of a remedy. As it is an
acknowledged truth, that the discovery of the cawse of
the disease is the first step towards the cure, the physician
will naturally apply himself to that object; and if success-
ful, will endeavor to remove it.

Notwithstanding the importance of an enquiry into the
cause of a disease, we must guard against the conclusions
derived from this branch of medical study. The exciting
causes, in many instances, are unknown; and we have
but little or no acquaintance with the origin of epidemics,
of measles, scarlet fever, smallpox, cholera, ete.*

sAmong those, says Dr. Ticknor, who have been contending for victory
and notoriety in the profession, there have occasionally been seen some
honest laborers after truth ; — those whose primary object it was to clear away
the rubbish of former theories, and amid their wreck, to seek whatever ma-
terial there might be fit for a more durable edifice, and lay its foundation upon
a wider, firmer, and more permanent basis. The theories that have been
framed to account for the prozimate cause of typhus fever, and the consequent
treatment of the disease, may be adduced asthe fate of all or nearly all fabries
of a kindred character. The humoral doctrine of Boerhaave (which erroneous,
most disgusting practice, alluding to purgatives, keeps its sway even in the
present time.) was succeeded by the nervous doctrine of Cullen, whose splen-
did reign was, in its turn, terminated by the appearance of the cerebral doctrine
of Clutterbuck, which was again destroyed by the omnipresence of the gastro-
enteric doctrine of Broussais, whose glory is suffering a partial eclipse by the
dethingnteric doctrine of Brettoneau, Boullaud, Andral, Louis, and others of
the Prench masters. The contrariety of practice consequent upon such dis-
erepent theories,—the antiseptics and antacids of one school, the antispas-
modics and diaphoretics by another, the cordials and stimulants by a third,
whilst the whole of these remedies are condemed by a fourth class of physicians,
























‘OF HOMEOPATHY. 119

greater or less intervals, according to the suseeptibility of
the patient to the medicament, until we have produced a
sensible homoeopathic aggravation, which will be followed
by a marked improvement.

There are maladies in which a frequent repetition of
the remedy is absolutely necessary. Such are com-
plaints which show a paucity of symptoms, as barren-
ness, chillblains, wens, certain chronic exanthemata ;—in
all local maladies, which manifest themselves by one
striking symptom.

In want of reaction by a proper application of homoeo-
pathic remedies, many practitioners recommend electrici-
ty, after which the system becomes mere fit for the im-
pression of homoeopathic remedies.

B 1. In the first case, the change in the group of symp-
toms is a proof that the medicament has not been well
selected. It must, therefore, be speedily replaced by a
better.

2. In the second case, the medicament is seen to act in
a salutary manner; and it would be very unwise not to
wait for the term of this improvement without giving
another dose. The slow progress of the improvement
would not be a reason for giving any thing new, for we
should only obtain an injurious effect from the first result.
[t not unfrequently happens, that the first dose of a well
selected medicament produces a complete cure. This will
take place when the disorder is mot very serious, and
especially when the patient has not been subjected alroady

















































































146 THEORY AND PRACTICE

~ with snoring, and profuse sweats. In this condition, he
often lies from ten, twelve, and twenty-four hours, to two,
three, four, and five days, an object of pity and disgust to
his family and friends. His recovery from that fit of
intoxication is marked with several peculiar appearances.
He opens his eyes and closes them again; he gapes and
stretches his limbs; he then coughs and pukes; his voice
is hoarse; he rises with difficulty, and staggers to a chair;
his eyes resemble balls of fire; his hands tremble; he
loathes the sight of food; he calls for a glass of spirits to
compose his stomach ; now and then he emits a deep-fetched
sigh, or groan, from a transient twinge of conscience ;?but
he more frequently scolds, and curses every thing around
him. In this state of languor and stupidity he remains
for two or three days, before he is able to resume his
former habits, business, and conversation.

Pythagoras, we are told, mentioned, that the souls of
men, after death, expiated the crimes committed by them
in this world, by animating certain brute animals; and
that the souls of those animals, in their turns, entered into
men, and carried with them all their peculiar qualities and
vices. This doctrine of one of the wisest and best of the
Greek philosophers, was probably intended only to convey
a lively idea of the changes which are induced in the
body and mind of man by a fit of drunkenness. In folly,
it causes him to resemble a calf; in stupidity, an ass; in
roaring, a mad bull; in quarrelling and fighting, a dog; in
cruelty, a tiger; in filthiness, a hog.





































































OF HOM@EOPATHY. 169

And helped to plant the wound that laid the low.
Se the struck eagle, stretched upen the plain,
No more through clouds to soar again,

Viewed his own feathers on the fatal dart,

And winged the shaft that quivered in his heart.
Keen were his pangs; but keener far to feel

He nursed the pinion which impelled the steel;
While the same plumage that had warmed his nest,
Drank the last life-drep of his bleeding breast.”

It may, no doubt, be true, that the man who sits down
to study, and gives his whele soul to it without much, if
any regard to health, may, for a time, improve fast, and
mmature with groat rapidity. He may passover the ground
fast, and appear a prodigy of genius; but it is almost
certain that such a one is seon to reach the limits of his
attainments: and if he does not speedily find his grave, he
will soon be too feeble to do any thing but drag out a dis-
couraging existence. For one, I do not foeel that it is so
very desirable to mature the mind as early as some strive
to do: and perhaps we labour under a great mistake on
this point in this country. Our country is a youth, and
nothing but what is elastic and youthful is in fashion.
Our legislators and professional men must be yeung to be
popular. The stars are to be looked at only while they
aro rising. A man of fifty is considered almost superan-
nuated with us. Such is the fashion. It is not so in
other countries. Even Lafayette would not havo been
considered fit to stand at the head of a great national army,
in times of revolution, in this c;:ountry, after he was eighty.


























































































































































































OF HOMEOPATHY. 231

much, to cold. None used, in this respect, more caution
than himself.

Thz cause, it appears to me, must be ascribed to bleeding
only, which brought the system into that sickly habit,
through debilitating the arterial system, and diminishing
the vitality of the blood.*

Leeches.

Leeches are not so extensively used in the United States
as on the continent of Europe,—especially in France,—
which may partly be attributed either to the difference of
medical doctrines, or to the peculiarities of a national
character.

There, most maladies are conquered with leeches and
diet. Here, according to the prevailing principles, ths
trentment, in most cases, commences and ends with calomel
and jalappa, aloes, rhubarb, scammoneum, tartar emetic,
ipec., etc. Those who are favorable to the theory of irri-
tation of Broussais, (erroneously called medicine physiolo-
gique,) consider leeches indispensible in medical practice :

it may be so, to a certain extent, to the practitioner of

«L'un de nos savants les plus celebres fut attaque, il ¥ a quelque tems, de
plusieurs pneumonies successives, qui furent combattues par de large saignees:
je fus appele pres de lui et je constatai que le poumon etait encore le siege d” un
engorgement inflammatoire des plus intenses, malgre les abondants emissions
sanguines auquelles on avait eu recours. Et qu'on ne dise pas que le froid
dans cette circonstance pouvait avoir quelqu’ influence sur ces nombreuses
recidives; le malade savait trop combien il lui importait d* eloigner le moindre
courant d’air, le plus leger abaissement ou accroissement de temperature- N'eat
— il pas plutot naturel de supposer que cette tenacite des phenomenes mor-
bides, se liait a une alteration de sang produite par les saignees multiplices ?
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cases, indeed, the result was fatal. In both cases, due
attention had not been paid, and a large amount of blood
was lost before the cause of the sinking was discovered;
and in one of them every attempt to arrest tho flow of
blood failed. These cases are rare, but they constitute
objections to the use of leeches, which do not apply to
cupping (?) (we doubt that cupping can fill up the place of
leeching) the flow from the wounds made by the scarifica-
tor being readily arrested.

When leeches are applied to soft parts,— for example,
to the abdomen, it is truly astonishing (!) how much
blood sometimes is detracted ; praticularly when a poultice
is applied over the bites, and the patient is kept warm
in bed. This is more likely to occur in children than in
adults. On this account, leeches should never be applied
late at night on children. (The advice is a good one; but
in cases of urgency, neglect will kill the little patient, and
the allopathic physician has no better means at hand than
leeches. ) *

Blisters, Setons, Cauleries, Ointments.

The great extent of the tegumentary membrane, the
manifold functions which it performs, render it an im-
portant consideration in relation to health, and in disease.

Studied under the two-fold point of view of conforma-
tion and structure, the tegnmentary membranes of the
outer surface, and of the inner passages of the body, have

sharacters which are common almost in their whole extent.
2
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independent circumstances, and could well afford the time.
He was advised not to suppress the eruption —that, in one
of his age, apoplexy would be likely to ensue. Remon-
strances were lost upon him —the remedy was used —and
all went on well for a time. But the train was laid —the
match had been applied —and an explosion was soon to
follow. Numbness, and a pricking sensation, were first
cxperienced in the foot of one side—then a weakness
and loss of control over the foot when walking ; and sub-
sequently voluntary motion was lost—the one half of the
body became paralytic ; and the unfortunate man, on the
fourth day of being unwell, died of apoplexy.*

Mercurial Ointment.

The external application of mercury in the form of oint-
ment appears to affect the system much quicker than
its internal use.

Daniel Cruger reports a case of twins, six months old,
having been but once rubbed with mercurial salve. One
of the little sufferers died on the same, the other the next
day, in epileptic convulsions.

Reisel reports the case of a young man, who, on account
of an eruption, rubbed himself with mercury. The

+The homoeopathic practice is decidedly more successful in eradicating
inveterate cutaneous, diseases than the old practice. I can produce, in this
city, the most authentic testimonies from gentlemen who tried all means in
vain, and have been radically cured with homoeopathic remedies.
A gentleman, from New-Orleans, with an eruption om his face of fifteen
years' standing, now under my care, is almost cured, having taken homoeo-
pathbic remedies scarcely three weeks.
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aext morning he felt himself indisposed; his arms and
feet.gwelled; his bresthing became difficult towards even-
ing. He died under the greatest agonies.

Particularly remarkable is a case told by W. Fordyce.
A person labouring under spasm of the stomach, wore a
belt containing mercury. He experienced no difficulty
until the third day. Then he complained of oppression in
the region of the stomach. To these were added cold
sweats, nausea, and headache. These symptoms increased
in the night, in which he vomited several pounds of blood
(Haematemesis mercurialis) he escaped the danger with
difficulty.

Before closing this little volume, I would fain express
a candid sentiment, which I trust will be received by
the patient reader as a sufficient apology for the earnest
zeal and enthusiasm that has, in a great measure, directed
my pen. Convinced as I am, from the test of experience,.
that I have been alike actuated by a firm consciousness of the
importance of the cause in which I am labouring, as well
as the results of the doctrine of * Homoeopathy™ in relioving
the sufferings and in prolonging the lives of thousands
of my fellow-beings; for we' all know, that the short
period allotted for human life is, at best, fraught with
sufficient perplexities, from coming into contact with the
storms and blasts of the external world, without dragging
out a life of misery, with a broken-down constitution, the
results of taking active remedies in considerable quantities-
in early life, which, although it may permit a temporary
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antire satisfaction of the minister. Hufeland, who intro--
duced Stapf to the assembled company of Lacharite, then
paid him a deserved personal compliment, and at the same -
time expressed these impartial views respecting the ho-
meeopathic system : —¢ Homeeopathy seems to me par-
iicularly valuable, in-two points of view: first, because
it promises to lead the art of healing back to the only
quiet path of quiet observation and experience, and gives
new life to the too much neglected worth of symptomatolo-
gy; and secondly, because it furnishes simplicity in the
treatment of disease. The man whom I have the honor
to present to you, is not a blind worshipper of his system.
He is, as I have learned with joy, as well acquainted with
the entire science of medicine, and as classically educated
ag he is well informed in the new science. I have dis-
covered in him an amplitude of knowledge, clearness of
mind, and a spirit of tolerance; which last is the more -
worthy of netice in him, as it is not to be found in all
the homceopathists.

France. Broussais is the founder and champion of
the celebrated * doctrine physiologigue” that has produced
such a marked revolution in the practice of medicine, ad-
vised, in his public lectures, delivered in the Ecole de
Medicine, at Puriz, that impartial trials should be made
bofore homaeopathy was judged or condemned, concluding
his address with words that are honorable to his candour
and philanthropy. ¢ Many distinguished persons are occu-
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That many physicians, but especially apothecaries;
who live by overwhelming their patients with useless, and
too frequently pernicious medicines, will warmly, nay,
furiously inveigh against any innovation of this kind, must
be expected, as the natural result of interested apprehen-
sion; and any man that aims at simplicity in practice
will be denounced as guilty of medical heresy.

Have we not seen inoculation and vaccination branded
with the most opprobrious epithets, merely because their
intervention tended to diminish medical lucre? But the
facts [ am about recording— facts which induced me, from
baving been one of the warmest opponents of this system,
to investigate, carefully and dispassionately, its practical

points,— will cffectually counteract all these sssertions

Utrecht in an extraordinary fire, which, kindled on an eminence, might be
ohserved by the seven provinces., Mr. Hallam has observed, that the ordeal
of fire was the great purifier of books, or men. This persecution of science
and genijus lasted till the close of the seventeenth century.

If the metaphysician stood a chance of being burned as a heretie, the natural
philosopher was not in less jeopardy as a magician, is an observation of the
same writer, which sums up the whole.

The persecution of the practitioners of homeopathy in Germany, at the
commencement of its discovery, is not less remarkable. The venerable dis-
coverer of this great truth, wasdriven from Leipzig, and deprived of his subsis-
stance. He owed it to the Duke of Anhalt-Cwthen, to be sheltered in his terri-
tories. The practitioners of homwopathy were compelled to send their pre-
scription to the apothecary. This could not be done, as the apothecary does
notunderstand homeopathy. The argument could not avail. Those who would
not obey were dragged to the court-liouse, and forced to pay hieavy penalties:
and, in case of poverty, imprisoned! This fury is now beginning somewhat
to abate. Now, thathomeopathy eannot be considered any longer a novelty,
as it bas been practised for the last thirty years, by thousands and thousands .
of enlightened physicians inthe different parts of Europe. We think it strange -
that it is so little known in America, our happy adopted country., Indeed, it
is barbarous to use car-loads of drugs, when a discovery has been made by
which diseases can be curcd with atems of medicine.
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regarding the inefficacy of the homoeopathic doses, the in-
fluence of diet, or the agency of the mind; for in the fol-
lowing cases, in no one instance could such influences bo
brought into action. They were (with scarcely any ex-
ception,) experiments made without the patients’ know-
ledge, and where no time was allowed for any particular
regimen. They may, moreover, be conscientiously relied
upon, since they were made with a view to prove the fallacy
of the homoeopathic practice.

This result fully convinced me that the introduction of
fractional doses will soon banish that farrago of nostrums
that are now exhibited, to the manifest prejudice both ef
the health and the purse of the sufferer.

At the conclusion of his experiments, Dr. Millingen
adds: I could record many instances of similar results,
but they would, of course, be foreign to the nature of this
work. I trust that the few cases I have related will afford
a convincing proof of the injustice, if not injustifiable ob-
stinacy of those practitioners who, refusing to submit the
homoeopathic system to a fair trial, condemn it without
investigation.

Homceopathy is a science on which numerous volumin-
ous works have been written by enlightened practitioners,
whose situation in life placed them far above the necessities
of speculation.

" Their publications are not sealed volumes, and any
practitioner can also obtain the preparations they recom-
mend. It is possible, nay, more than probable, that
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it regards the influence of Andral’s experiments upon the
state of the system in France, it cannot for a moment be
pretended, that they regarded its progress in any sensible
degree. The number of converts among physicians and
savans is certainly on the increase. There are several
provincial societies, and one general association for all
France, called “ Gallican.” At Bordeaux there is a
flourishing infirmary, under the charge of Dr. Mabit, who
received the decorations of the legion of honour as before
stated, on account of his alleged brilliant success in the
homoeopathic treatment of cholera in that city.

In a letter quite recently received from the celebrated
Dr. Peschier,* we are informed that at the great medical
school at Montpellier, the new doctrine has many adherents
and teachers. Dr. Peschier thinks that that school will very
soon publicly avow its attachment to the homoeopathic
method. In 1825, the King of Naples ordered a trial of
homoeopathia to be made, under the supervision of a mixed
commission, in La Trinite, at Naples. The royal pro-
gramme for this trial directed, that each day’s journal
should be attested by all the members of the commission.
As the trial progressed there arose difficulties among the
members of the commission: tumultuous disturbances, ac-
cording to published statements. The allopathic members
negle cted toattend and attest the diary, and made a separate

«Dr. Peschier, editor of the Bibliotheque Homoeopathigue, is the formerly
celebrated allopathic physician, who proposed the administration of large
doses of tartar emetic in,pneumonia in the place of the lancet, which was
zenerally, even by Dr. Laenner, appl-l:r%veﬂ of.

W
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secret report to the minister of health, during the absence
of the king and his physician, Dr. Horatiis, (one of the
commission — a homooopathist. )

About the fortieth day of the trial, the government ar-
rested it, « bacause,” to use its own language, “the instruc-
tions contained in the programme had not been followed
faithfully.” The decree closing this public trial concludes
by saying that it is not decisive, the king reserving to
himself the right of opening another whenever private
practice shall produce a sufficiently impression upon the
public opinien in favor of the new system. There were
but two deaths during the forty-five days which this trial
lasted ; although quite other statements have been made.
This imperfect trial secems to have had little or no influence
upon the state of homoeopathia in Italy —certainly none
of an unfavourable character. At the present time, there
are probably a greater number of adherents to this system
in the Roman states, Naples, and Sicily, in proportion io
the number of medical men, than elsewhere out of Saxony,
in the world. At Palermo there appears to have been a
much more general adoption of the new mode than in any
other single city in Europe. . '

It is to be regretted that the foregoing trials were not
undertaken with a very specific object, instead of the too
general one of ascertaining the truth of Hahnemann’s mode
as % system assumed to be complete in all its parts. Had
the commission, in each casoe, been directed t-u nsmrta:'in,
for example, whether the principle of humowphtﬁia, nmitm
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similibus curantur be true, in the first instance, and if
found to be true, next to ascertain, as nearly as possible,
the minimum dose of each drug with reference to the due
execution of this law, we are persuaded actual results
would have been obtained. This was the process in Hah-
nemann’s own course, and has uniformly been that of
every conversion from the old methods to homoeopathia.
No medical man of sound education can, we think, at-
tempt the dilutions, till upon trial with very small allo-
pathic doses, he is quite satisfied of the truth of the main
law of the new plan. It is far from beigz a just or ne-
cessary conclusion, that if the 30th dilution fail in a given
instance, the lower dilutions will also fail. The trials
should have been ordered for some tangible specific pur-
pose, to ascertain the truth of some one or two impor-
tant propositions. The comparison of the bills of mor-
tality among an equal number of sick, treated by divers
methods, is a most poor and lame way to get at conclu-
sions touching principles of the healing art. Supposing
the climate, secason of the year, local advantages, etc.,
to be as nearly tho same as possible, in u trial between
the two modes of treatment, the diversities in regard to
the diseases treated, would certainly forestall any just
conclusions. But suffering (an impossibility) the diszase
to be one and the same in both hospitals, and admitting the
age and sex of all the patients to be the same, who could
make the allowance imperatively necessary for diversities
in the vigour and power of endurance, and the morale of
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all of which are essential to the intrinsic value and stability
of the system. Impelled by the inspirations of truth, and
urged by an ardent desire to confer the blessings of a true
sanetary law upon the world at large, we claim from all
the benevolent and honest, as they regard such emanations
from heaven as truth, and value such of its creations as
human lives, that they advance firmly, investigate search.
ingly, and experiment faithfully; and we feel sueh confi-
dence in the soundness of our cause that we fearlessly
predict an ultimate unison with us in the belief that homoeo-
pathy is the only veritable basis of medical science.

Hos rogo, ut cogitent, quod hodie non credibile videatur,
post aligquot annos tritum et pervulgatum haberi.

SoPHOCLES AJaX.

Dr. Crosserio, president of the homaopathic institution
at Paris, in a letter directed to an eminent homaopathic
physician, Dr. CaaRLES NEIDHARD, at Philadelphia cher-
ishes the hope that the advancement of the new doctrine
in the United States, once thoroughly known and appre-
ciated, will be more rapid than in any other country.
Here is his own words:

““The reports you give me on the progress of homoeo-
pathy in the United States, have confirmed me in my
old opinion, that English medical practice may be, and
must be reformed, by the Americans.

“In a country like yours, dear sir, where the press is
free, and the heads open, and the hearts warm for every
improvement, and the purses full, everything may be
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accomplished by those, who follow a noble design. You
have by far better ground there than we have here. |
read but yesterday an article on the institutions, founded
or supported in the United States, by the free gifts of the
citizens. Heavens, that is quite a different world from
ours! I venture to assert, that in all Europe individual
generosity has not done as much for beneficial and com-
mon purposes, as it has done in the United States during
the last twenty-five years. The people of the United
States have only to know the great benefit of homoeo-
pathy, and they will bestow hundreds of thousands on ho,
moeopathic institutions. And have you attempted, dear
sir, to inform your temperance societies of the powerful
support their cause may derive from homeopathy?* And
have you informed the slaveholders of the south how
many lives will be saved, and how quickly health is re-
stored by our treatment? Aye even slavery will sup-

port your cause. Now let me suppose, you can muster

“sThis remark of the auther is in my opinion a very just and happy one.
The temper ance societies and homoeopathy are indeed sisters, and it is to be
wondered at, that the former have not yet observed, how powerfully they
might be supported by the latter. This can be only ascribed to the circum-
stance, that in those countries where temperance societies have taken a fooi-
ing, homoeopathy has not yet done so, and vice versa. Homoeopathy indeed
prohibits the use of all spices and drugs, and more rigorously of all liquors
containing alcohol, and permits only light beer and wine, diluted with a great
deal of water, in chronic diseases. It also teaches, that homoeopathic reme-
rlieu.' in time of sickmess, will be a great deal more efficacions with those
who, in time of health, abstain altogether from the use of strong liquors.
The translator can-certify, that he has himself, more than onece, made the
observation, that in countries where homoeopathy le generally adopted, tem-
perance has made a very sensible progress in all classes of society, though
temperance societies have been entirely unknown.. (Note of the Translator.)”
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glands under the ear, under the jaw, in the arm-pits, on the
head, in the groins, swollen or suppurated? Isthe patient af-
flicted with goitre, or an enlargement of the gland over the
wind pipe?

Are there swellings of the bones or joints, are there tuber-
cles or swellings, or swollen, or knotted veins? Isthere lame-
ness of one or more of the limbs? Are there cramps or
spasms, tremor, twitching or starting, stupor or falling
asleep, or other morbid sensations in any of the limbs ?
Is the skin pallid, yellow, etc.? Is it dry or inclined to
sweat, or otherwise in an unhealthy condition?

Is there itching of the skin (tickling, slight prickling, ora
sensation of biting, burning, crawling, sticking? is it re-
lieved by scratching, or is the sensation thereby only
changed for another? The presence in the skin of wheals,
swellings, chilblains, and corns, is to be mentioned, and the
attendant sensations described. Also, cutansous eruptions,
as miliary eruptions or rashes, spots, pimples, vesicles,
and pustules are to be described, viz: their seat, colour,
abundance, size; whether filled with water or pus, whether
covered with scabs or crusts, and their duration. Also,
tetter, scaliness, scald, brown and blue spots, moles, freckles,
cracks or fissures of the skin, blisters with ichorous dis-
charges, ulceration at the angles of the mouth, warts, swel-
lings of the bones, chafing of the skin, malformation of the
nails, falling out of the hair, scales or scabs on the head.
When there aro ulcers, whether they are inflamed, or over-
grown with what is called proud flesh, whether their
margins are elevated, whether they easily bleed, or their
bottom looks red, black, or as if containing a fatty sub-
stance; whether the matter issuing from them is copious,
thin, thick, bloody, white yellow, black, acrimonious, fetid.

Is there chilliness, or a feeling of heat? Chilliness, heat,
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or sweat of particular parts? Sweating of the feot, whether
warm, cold, or foetid?* When the patient has fever, does the
paroxysm consist of a cold, hot, and sweating stage? Do
they alternate with or succeed each other? What is the
order of their succession? With what intensity, and how
long does each continue? Are they general, or do they af-
fect particular parts only? with or without thirst, with
paleness or redness of the face and skin? are there other
symptoms accompanying the paroxysm of fever, (cold, hot,
and sweating stage 7) Particular paroxysms of disease, as
swooning, cramps, epilepsy, spasms of the stomach, asthma,
etc., are to be accurately described in their commencement,
course, and termination. Whether they are changed, aggra-
vated or relieved at certain hours of the day, during the per-
formance of any bodily function, or by certain postures of
the body. Does the patient sleep long, or is he restless, and
is the sleep interrupted by frequent waking or startings ?
Does he talk or moan in his sleep, or has he the nightmare ?
Is the sleep disturbed by anxious dreams, and of what
character? In what posture does the patient lie during
sleep? Is he accustomed to sleep with his mouth open ?
How is his strength? Is he obliged to lie down, or can he
remain up? Does he feel languid, weary, sluggish, etc.?
Is he emaciated ?

The patient should relate his previous diseases,—particu-
larly cutaneous diseases—itch, eruptions of the head, tetter,
erysipelas, small-pox, measles, pimples on the face, or any
itching eruption of the skin. Also, whether he has had
scrofula (glandular swellings) rickets, gout, rheumatism,
piles, difficult dentition, worms, cramps, epilepsy (con-
vulsions,) whooping-cough, inflammation of the lungs, or
other inflammations, intermittent or rensittent fever, jaun-
dice, hemorrhages, diseases of tho teeth, apoplexy and












