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Among the provisions of the celebrated code
of Connecticut, in the year 1650, commonly
known as the “Brue Laws,”’ care is taken
that offenders in tobacco shall not escape the
reward of their misdeeds. The following pre-
amble and regulations are from this code:

“ Forasmuch as it is observed that many
abuses are crept in, and committed by frequent
taking of tobacko — It is ordered by the aw-
thority of this Courte, that no person under the
age of twenty-one years, nor any other, that
hath not already accustomed himself to the use
thereof, shall take any tobacko until he hath
brought a certificate under the hands of some,
who are approved for knowledge and skill in
physick, that it is useful for him, and also that
he hath received a lycense from the Courte for
the same. And for the regulating of those who,
either by their former taking it, have to theire
own apprehensions made it necessary to them,
or uppon due advice are persuaded to the use
thereof”—* It is ordered, That no man in this
colony,after the publication hereof; shall take any
tobacko, publiquely,in the streets, highwayes, or
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death soon closes the scene. It will be remem-
bered, that these are the effects of this narcotic
upon an individual not habituated to its use.
But are such phenomena exhibited in cases in
which opium is employed as an article of luxu-
ry? By no means: habit has, as we have
already hinted, a most potent agency in con-
trolling and modifying the primary action of
all narcotics; and although the consequences
which flow from their employment in this way
are most lamentable, they develope themselves
slowly as the functions of the animal machine

are gradually deranged, and the powers of life

undermined. The opium eater finds in his
drug a resource against the cravings of appe-
tite; it exhilarates his spirits, quickens his
imagination, and rouses him to action; it sup-
plies courage in danger; gives him fortitude in
suffering ; it soothes his sorrow; it enhances
his joys; in solitude it is his companion : his so-
lace in misfortune. But are these advantages
obtained without any sacrifice? Truly, none
other is required than that which the drunkard
malkes to his bottle ; or which every person, who
habitually indulges in unnatural and undue ez-

T*

e o — —— e — e — —— e —e ey o e B e . S









































































